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· Feith talks about “Ahtisaari Plus”: The North like Catalonia (Koha)

· Serbia would block Kosovo customs officers in the north (Zëri)

· The conditions of the European Union (Express)

· Tadic: Serbia will not dissolve parallel structures (dailies)

· Gabon recognizes Kosovo (dailies)

· Skopje against partition (dailies)

· September, the month of arrests (Zëri)

· EULEX monitors a suspected mass grave in Medvedja (dailies)
Kosovo Media Highlights

Feith talks about “Ahtisaari Plus”: The North like Catalonia (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that in an interview for the EUobserver.com, International Civilian Representative Pieter Feith suggested that the latest model for a long-term solution in Kosovo is “Ahtisaari Plus”, suggesting even that the northern part of Kosovo should get a level of autonomy similar to Catalonia in Spain.

“In Spain there is Catalonia, it is part of Spain but it is very autonomous,” said Feith, refusing to disclose further details on how far the sponsors of the International Civilian Office are prepared to go beyond the Ahtisaari model.

Feith was also quoted as saying that the new situation in northern Kosovo and the killing of the Kosovo police officer can be used as an opportunity for changes.

On the other hand, Kosovo authorities said they were against such competencies for the Serb-inhabited northern part of the country. Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi said the north needs law and order and not competencies that go beyond the current Ahtisaari Plan. 

Serbia would block Kosovo customs officers in the north (Zëri)

Zëri reports that if Kosovo customs officers and border police are deployed at Gates 1 and 31, Belgrade has sent clear signals to international diplomatic circles that it will use local Serbs to block the roads until new talks are held about the functioning of customs in northern Kosovo. Unnamed international sources told the paper that the latest agreement on customs seals could pave the way to talks on more heated political issues. The sources also said that the agreement on customs seals can hardly be implemented without another round of negotiations. 
The conditions of the European Union (Express)

Express reports in the leading front-page story that the president of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, said on Friday in Belgrade that relations between Belgrade and Pristina will be a key element when member states decide on Serbia’s candidacy for EU membership. 

“We know how sensitive the issue of Kosovo is for Serbia. But it is also true that stability in the Balkans is a key objective of the European Union and that the situation between Belgrade and Pristina is worrisome. This will be a factor in the minds of member states when they make decisions on Serbia,” Rompuy was quoted as saying.
Tadic: Serbia will not dissolve parallel structures (dailies)

Several dailies quote Serbian President Boris Tadic as saying that expectations that Serbia will dissolve parallel structures in the north are unrealistic. At the opening session of the Serbia-EU Forum in Belgrade on Friday, Tadic said Belgrade will not give up on its efforts vis-à-vis Kosovo over the status of candidate for EU membership.

Gabon recognizes Kosovo (dailies)

All dailies report that Kosovo’s principal deputy prime minister Behxhet Pacolli officially confirmed on Friday that the Republic of Gabon has recognized the independence of the Republic of Kosovo. Gabon is the 81st country to recognize Kosovo’s independence.

Skopje against partition (dailies)

All dailies cover the meetings that Macedonian Deputy Prime Minister Musa Xhaferi had with Kosovo leaders in Pristina yesterday, highlighting his statement that Macedonia fully support Kosovo’s territorial integrity and that it is against border changes in the region.
September, the month of arrests (Zëri)

Zëri reports on the front page that certain “big fish” are expected to be arrested in late September or early October this year. The paper quotes unnamed sources, close to EULEX, as saying that the big fish will be arrested after the Constitutional Court of Kosovo announces its verdict on the immunity of MPs. Sources also told the paper that EULEX Police is waiting for the green light from the Constitutional Court to make several arrests which mainly involve members of the Kosovo Assembly.
EULEX monitors a suspected mass grave in Medvedja (dailies)

Several dailies report that a mass grave with bodies of Albanians killed during the war in Kosovo is believed to be located in the region of Medvedja, Serbia. The exact number of bodies is not known as the site has yet to be examined. EULEX experts from the Forensics Department have launched investigations at the location but have revealed no details saying that Serbian authorities have to announce results.
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