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· Cooper’s proposal (Epoka e Re)

· Is it propaganda? (Express)

· KFOR controls Jarinje, blocks alternate routes leading to Serbia (dailies)

· Three Serbs wounded in incident at Kroi i Vitakut (Koha)

· Swedish Foreign Minister Bildt visits Mitrovica (dailies)

· Kuçi: Our patience for the north has limits (dailies)

· Gallucci supports status-less Ahtisaari and six-point plan for the north (Koha)

· Parties with “parallel structures” (Koha)

· Dell: My statement was distorted by the media (Express)

· Bajrami: Dell attacks Koha Ditore for what he said himself (Koha)

· Maurizio Salustro investigates accusations for organ trafficking (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Cooper’s proposal (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re on the front page quotes a source close to the Government of Kosovo as saying that the proposal which came from Brussels foresees an integrated management of borders by the Kosovar and the Serbian sides with a monitoring role by EULEX. The proposal is based in European practices of integrated border management and it refers to guidelines that the European Union has given to Western Balkan countries. 
The proposal foresees an agreement of five border points between Kosovo and Serbia. In a practical context this would mean that officials of both countries and EULEX would be placed in one joint building, as is the case at the border between Albania and Montenegro.

Is it propaganda? (Express)

Express on the front page quotes Kosovo’s chief negotiator Edita Tahiri as saying that claims by Serbia that the European Union is holding talks with Belgrade about customs points in northern Kosovo is propaganda. Tahiri told the paper that international officials are talking with Belgrade about Serbia’s obligations from the process of dialogue. 

“These are lies launched by the Serbian propaganda. The European Union, the U.S. and the Government of the Republic of Kosovo are on the same line that the issue of customs and border is a matter of Kosovo’s sovereignty and they will always be governed by the institutions of the Republic of Kosovo and their international partners, KFOR and EULEX,” Tahiri was quoted as saying.

Meanwhile, an EU official, close to the process, told Express that parties are discussing different options in efforts to find a solution that would be acceptable for all.

KFOR controls Jarinje, blocks alternate routes leading to Serbia (dailies)
Dailies report that KFOR forces removed the barricade at the border point in Jarinje on Wednesday, while taking under control the Ibër road and two other alternate roads which lead to Serbia, which so far were used by Serbs for smuggling. 

Koha Ditore quotes sources as saying that dozens of Serbs who were guarding the barricade at the time were forced to step back despite their attempt to oppose KFOR troops. KFOR troops used tear gas to disperse around 30 Serbs, who were gathered at the barricade. Sources also told the paper that some Serbs received slight injuries from the tear gas. 

“Together with EULEX, KFOR launched the operation to prevent the use of the secondary route west of the Ibër River for unauthorized border crossings and to control the traffic in the new vehicle checkpoint,” KFOR informed.

Three Serbs wounded in incident at Kroi i Vitakut (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that two Serbs were wounded with firearms in an incident on Wednesday after 20:00 hrs, at Kroi i Vitakut neighborhood, in the northern part of Mitrovica. Sources told the paper that the incident took place when a group of Serbs tried to steal doors and windows from the houses of the Vitaku family which are being rebuilt. 

During their attempt, Serbs ran into Albanian watchers who confronted them. Serb thieves started running toward Serb houses and shots were fired from both Serb and Albanian houses and that’s when two Serbs were wounded. A tense situation followed the incident and large forces of Kosovo Police, EULEX and KFOR went to the site. 

The incident was confirmed by Kosovo Police and condemned by the government in Pristina. “The Government of the Republic of Kosovo calls on all citizens of Kosovo to show calmness and maturity, and to refrain from any act of violence, because the use of violence is unacceptable in the democratic state of Kosovo,” read the government’s press release.
Swedish Foreign Minister Bildt visits Mitrovica (dailies)

Several dailies report that during his visit to the northern part of Mitrovica on Wednesday, Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt said Pristina should step up its presence in northern Kosovo. “It is important for dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade to bring about a solution for the current situation in the north,” Bildt was quoted as saying. 
Dailies also report that Bildt has talked with representatives of civil society about their view and the way how to overcome tensions and problems which exist there. 
Kuçi: Our patience for the north has limits (dailies)

Dailies report that the Kosovo Government has emphasized the need for a new dynamics in the action for unblocking roads in mainly Serb-inhabited northern part of Kosovo. Government officials indicated they would pressure KFOR to intensify this dynamics. 
After yesterday’s government meeting, Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi said Kosovo institutions will one day lose their patience and recalled that national institutions are obliged by the Constitution to act in the north, too. Kuçi however did not give any indication that Kosovo institutions would act unilaterally without agreeing with international institutions. 

“It’s not a problem of someone allowing us or not, because we are sovereign in our country, the problem rather lies in the fact that we have to be united in our actions,” Kuçi said. 

Asked if international mechanisms are not allowing the Government of Kosovo to launch unilateral actions aimed at establishing the rule of law in the north, Kuçi said, “everything has its limits, our patience, too.”

Gallucci supports status-less Ahtisaari and six-point plan for the north (Koha)

The paper reports that the biggest American opponent of Kosovo’s independence and former UNMIK administrator for Mitrovica, Gerard Gallucci, has decided to advise northern Kosovo Serbs. 
Through an analysis, Gallucci called on Kosovo Serbs north of the River Ibër to accept the implementation of the Ahtisaari Package without the status and followed by the six-point plan of UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. 
Gallucci argued that this would alleviate the problems of Serbs and would provide them with self-administration without having to recognize Kosovo’s independence. 

Parties with “parallel structures” (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the leading front-page story that the biggest political parties in Kosovo allegedly still continue to operate with parallel security services. The parties have yet to deny the fact that was presented last month in the European Commission’s Progress Report. Officially they deny the connections with SHIK and SIA. Answers about the possible existence of such services will be sought from Bashkim Smakaj, head of the Kosovo Intelligence Agency. 
Meantime, Burim Ramadani, member of the Kosovo Assembly, announced that he will reactivate the initiative to appoint a parliamentary committee that will investigate such services. 
The European Commission stands before findings that it published in the Progress Report that main political parties in Kosovo continue to operate with their security networks. The confirmation about this has been given on Wednesday from the Information Official of the Office of European Commission in Pristina, Fjolla Çeku. She said that during the draft in of the Progress Report, European Commission uses different and many sources as international and national before it puts something in the paper. “Therefore all the information’s used in drafting of the report are confirmed for accuracy,” Çeku said.
Dell: My statement was distorted by the media (Express)
Express reports that in an interview for Voice of America, U.S. Ambassador to Pristina, Christopher Dell, said he never made any assessment about the local political landscape and denied having called it irresponsible. Dell claimed that his statements were distorted by irresponsible media. 

“I think I have to explain the wrong impression that was created by the irresponsible journalism of some media about what I have said. I gave a presentation that analyzed the responsibility of the international community and its role in everything that went good or wrong in the last 12 years in Kosovo. My conclusion was simple: by not allowing Kosovars to take over responsibilities for their government, we have encouraged an atmosphere of irresponsibility,” Dell was quoted as saying.
Bajrami: Dell attacks Koha Ditore for what he said himself (Koha)

Koha Ditore editor-in-chief Agron Bajrami writes that U.S. Ambassador to Kosovo Christopher Dell again has attacked Koha Ditore. “Similar to the presidential SMSs, he does not like truth to be exposed. This time it has to do with the words of the ambassador himself, which he said at the ‘Kosovo talks EU’ conference held at Emerald Hotel on October 31st, and which Koha Ditore reported on November 1st. There was no reaction for ten days. And now 10 days later, in an interview for the Albanian section of the Voice of America, rebroadcast without patience by RTK on Wednesday evening, the U.S. Ambassador reacts by saying that his statement that Kosovo has a irresponsible political scene was reported incorrectly by Koha Ditore and goes on to accuse Koha Ditore as irresponsible,” Bajrami writes. 
“If such accusations came from a government spokesman, or a party columnist, or some international on private business in Kosovo, we would ignore it completely, as we often did in the past, because our work is seen very clearly and on daily basis… However, as these accusations come from a diplomat, even more so one that represents the United States of America … Koha Ditore cannot ignore such accusations. Because these accusations do not stand. Because these accusations are not true. Because we have evidence that we did our job properly … The newspaper has a recorded version of Dell’s statements.” 
Maurizio Salustro investigates accusations for organ trafficking (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the Prosecutor Maurizio Salustro, who already achieved to bring to the court the Kleçka case, has started to interview witnesses. At his office in Pristina, in the EULEX building, Salustro has interviewed one person with the claim that he will achieve to ensure facts for organ trafficking. The witness, under the condition of anonymity, said that “he sweated from Salustro’s questions”, but does not have anything to do with this issue. The witness has described the Prosecutor as very strict.

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Parties with “parallel structures”
· Kuçi: Our patience for the north has limits

· Kusari-Lila indicates reciprocity against Macedonia

· Maurizio Salustro investigates organs trafficking claims

· Dell attacks Koha, for what he said himself

· Berisha rejects ideas for Kosovo’s division

· Meeting for Serb returns in Neredime fails

Other headlines

· Bildt visits northern Mitrovica, meets Marnhac (2)

· KFOR establishes checkpoint in Jarinje, blocks alternate routes (2)

· Incident at Kroi i Vitakut, three Serbs wounded (3)

· Gallucci supports status-less Ahtisaari and six-point plan for the north (4)

· Reichel: Situation in the north is different from fall of the Berlin Wall (6)

Zëri

Front page

· The north is radicalized

· Thaçi “listens” to the Assembly

· Pressure for renewed negotiations

· Lack of unification leads to failure of the opposition

· Shyqa and Arben go home

Other headlines

· Çollaku: The north and its options (2)

· Berisha rejects ideas for Kosovo’s division (2)

· Spahiu: We will join the EU united (2)

· Williamson visits Tirana (2)

· Barricades, “bridge” toward the EU (2)

· Plus: We will uproot criminality in the north (4)

· Minus: Crisis in the north is solved through dialogue (4)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Financial violations of political parties are revealed

· Editorial: Secret parties

· Dell: A modus Vivendi for the north

· Three Serbs wounded in Mitrovica, one is member of Kosovo Police

Other headlines

· EU with a proposal on customs points (2)

· Financing of political parties is nontransparent (3)

· Bildt: Tadic’s enemies are Serb extremists (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Cooper’s proposal 

· Rexhepi: Florin has a sick mind

· Kemajl Shaqiri future commander of KSF

· This is why i decided to candidate for the President

· KFOR takes under control the barricade in Jarinje

· Dell : My mandate ends next summer

Other headlines

· Three Serb citizens injured in the north (2)

· Pack: Serbia in the EU as a neighbour of Kosovo (3)

· Berisha rejects division of Kosovo (3)

· Hoxhaj met with Ahtisaari in Warsaw (3)

· Thaçi: The recommendation of deputies will be considered (6)

· Kuçi: We are in coordination with KFOR and EULEX (6)

· Bildt: The crises in the north to be solved through dialogue (7)

· Peugeot with new salon (9)

Express
Front page

· Is it propaganda?

Other headlines

· Shllaku: Truncated criticism of Ambassador Dell (2)

· Rexhepi: Many improvisations  (3)

· The division is absurd (4)

· Bildt visits the north (5)

· My statements were distorted (5)

· Kuçi: KFOR and EULEX to be more dynamic (6)

· The criteria of opposition (6)

· With tear gas in Jarinje (6)

· Rasic in Brussels (9)

· Online with Serbia (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The memorial for president Rugova, a forgotten project

· The north can be liberated only with an KFOR military intervention

Other headlines

· The only plan for the north, Constitution and Ahtisaari Plan (3)

· Bildt avoids parallel structures  (3)

· Thaçi and Waldner for European Agenda of Kosovo (4)

· American soldiers break Serb barricade  (7)

· Political parties neck-deep in corruption (8)
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