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· Family members: Sefko and Edin were attacked after confrontation with UNMIK (Koha Ditore)

· Fuele: With free elections to Kosovo is raised credibility (Koha Ditore)

· Washington concerned with Serb threats in north of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· CEC ready for elections (dailies)

· Readiness of Serbs to participate in elections increases (Koha Ditore) 

· WikiLeaks: Kosovo is heading toward partition (Koha Ditore)

· Transparency International: Corruption on the increase in Kosovo (dailies)

· Visa liberalization depends on the next government (Zëri)

· No mood for unification of Albania and Kosovo (Express)

· Sim to Sim hit (Express) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Family members: Sefko and Edin were attacked after confrontation with UNMIK (Koha Ditore)

Family members of Sefko Salkovic and Edin Islamovic, the first killed and the latter wounded in a recent incident in Leposavic, told Koha Ditore that the attack against their family members could be related to a visit by an UNMIK representative, the Russian Lilia Galieva. According to the paper, family members of the victims have accused UNMIK and OSCE representatives of being connected to the perpetrators of the incident.

A family member, who preferred to remain anonymous, told the paper that Galieva had visited their family and asked them why do they want to take part in upcoming elections. "Sefko and Edin are getting plenty of money from Pristina to organize elections, whereas you are not getting anything, the administrator told us," said the family member, adding that later on Sefko told the UNMIK administrator that she should leave the village of Rvatska. "You know that you are not wanted here, get away from here, I don't want to see you here again," Sefko reportedly told Galieva.

Meanwhile, same as on Wednesday, on Thursday UNMIK officials continued refusing to comment on the reasons behind the tense situation with the victims. UNMIK spokesman Olivier Salgado said he does not know the details of the conversation.

Fuele: With free elections to Kosovo is raised credibility (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that EU Commissioner for Enlargement, Stefan Fuele, expressed his belief that Sunday’s elections in Kosovo will be free and fair and in this way they will raise democratic credibility of Kosovo. Fuele said that he is expecting that a considerable number of Kosovo Serbs will participate in elections on Sunday and elect their representatives. 
Asked on what is his stance regarding the request of Belgrade to Kosovo Serbs not to take part in the elections and their intimidation, Fuele said: “As far as I understand, is that the decision of Serbian government even though it does not go in the direction of supporting free and democratic elections of Kosovo, leaves enough space that Serbs who live in Kosovo, in individual basis, to decide themselves if they are going to vote in elections and elect their representatives. I hope very much that all the people who live in Kosovo, including a large number of Serbs, will use this right and participate in elections”, said Fuele.

Washington concerned with Serb threats in north of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

State Department senior official Thomas Countryman said that the last week’s Serb threats in the north “had their desired effect, while scaring the voters, who want to participate in any way in the public life of the Republic of Kosovo”. Countryman said that Washington is concerned about the statements made last week by Serb officials in the north of Kosovo in connection with parliamentarian elections on 12 December. Serb local leaders warned that setting up polling stations in the north would present a provocation. 
Dragisa Milovic said that opening of the polling stations would be unacceptable. “Those are credible threats, while they happen in the context of a range of violent incidents headed against the Serbs in the north of Kosovo, who cooperate”, said Countryman. He emphasized that United States of America are expecting and are encouraging the Serb government to do everything possible to calm the situation and to prevent any kind of such violence. 

CEC ready for elections (dailies)

Officials of the Central Elections Commission announced that everything is ready for general elections on 12 December. Head of CEC Valdete Daka said ballots have arrived and are stored. “They will be distributed in the early hours of Saturday and Sunday,” said Daka. She also said that the CEC is yet to decide if it will come out with preliminary results of elections.

Readiness of Serbs to participate in elections increases (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that Seska Stonajlovic form the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, said on Thursday that readiness of Serbs to participate in 12 December elections has increased. During the third conference on participation of Serbs in extraordinary elections, except for the appeal for participation in elections, it was said that compare to the previous elections, the readiness for participation has increased. Stonajlovic, who was replacing Sonja Biserko, said that the new circumstances created are the result of a new approach of Serbs. 

WikiLeaks: Kosovo is heading toward partition (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the U.S. fears that Europe will succumb to Serbian pressure for Kosovo's partition, a move which diplomats fear could ignite ethnic violence. Messages from the U.S. Embassy in Kosovo, published in WikiLeaks, say that senior Serbian officials have unofficially told Washington and the European Union that the Government of Kosovo will never fully control its territory and they applied indirect pressure for the country's partition. Senior U.S. officials fearfully oppose what they see as a concentrated and patient campaign by Serbian President Boris Tadic for Kosovo's partition. If this campaign is successful it will imply the failure of a decade-long U.S. foreign policy.

Transparency International: Corruption on the increase in Kosovo (dailies)

In a recent report on corruption in the world, Transparency International found that this phenomenon is continuing to increase in Kosovo and political parties are those perceived as leading it. 73% of the respondents in Kosovo believe the level of corruption has risen since 2007 while 8% trust corruption has decreased. “It is evident that political institutions and judiciary have an extremely negative image with the citizens,” said representative of Kosovo-based research institute KIPRED which presented the findings of Transparency International. In the questions as to how efficient is the Government’s fight against corruption, 63% of the interviewees said the measures had no effect while 32 believe they were effective and 7% are neutral. 
Visa liberalization depends on the next government (Zëri)

European Parliament Rapporteur for Kosovo Ulrike Lunacek while expecting elections in Kosovo to be free and democratic said on the visa liberalization issue that this is something that will depend on the new elected government. “I am not ready to speak about certain dates. This depends on the new government in how fast it will implement these requirements,” Lunacek said in an interview for Deutsche Welle in Albanian. 

No mood for unification of Albania and Kosovo (Express)

Express reports on the front page that according to a poll conducted by the Institute of International Studies for Albania, only 9 percent of respondents believe that the unification of Albania and Kosovo is positive. However, if a referendum for unification would be organized, 39 percent of respondents would favour unification, while 23 percent would be against it. 

Meanwhile, it is believed that the mood for this in Kosovo is rather different. Vetëvendosje leader Albin Kurti is one of the politicians that promote the idea of unification and in fact has involved it in his party program. In an interview for BBC, Kurti was quoted as saying that although it is being said that national unification is impossible the people thinks differently. 

"The people support unification because it is their right, will and interest, primarily for economy and security. This is not up to the political elites. This is way deeper, it is national and historic and I think Kosovo should enjoy this right in the future. The people then should be asked how does it want to perform this right and how will it respond to a future referendum," Kurti added.
Sim to Sim hit (Express) 

Express reports that over 140 police officials are engaged in a major operation that started Thursday morning in dozens of locations throughout Kosovo, against the illegal activities known as “Sim to Sim” which have caused loss of millions of euros to PTK and IPKO. Thirty different locations have been searched so far in Pristina, Mitrovica, Gjilan and Peja, reports this daily adding that during this operation different technology equipment suspected to have been used for activation of the illegal “Sim to Sim” has been confiscated. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Fule: Kosovo gains credibility with free elections

· WikiLeaks: Kosovo is heading toward partition

· Corruption on the rise, investigators keep cases secret

· Family members: Sefko and Edin attacked after confrontation with UNMIK
· Growing readiness among Serbs for elections

Other headlines

· Washington concerned with Serb threats in northern Kosovo (2)

· CEC: We are ready for elections (3)

· Pacolli: We will unite Kosovo (4)

· AAK: With Ramush’s return, Thaçi will go home (5)

· Vetëvendosje: We will kick out parallel structures (6)

· FAIR: We will install customs in the north (7)

· Macedonia thought Kosovo should’ve become independent in 2006 (9)

Zëri

Front page

· A pricey “mistake”

· Haxhinasto talks about Kosovo in Washington

· Thaçi vs Brussels

· Visa liberalization depends on next government

· Security mechanisms failed

· Damages from corruption - €8.2 million

· AAK: Kosovo cannot do without Ramush

· Thaçi promises a reforming government

Other headlines

· U.S.: Concerns over Serb threats (2)

· Kacin calls on Serbs to take part in elections (2)

· Bildt: Dialogue after elections (2)

· Ahtisaari’s Package, a thorn in Kurti’s eye (3)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· 73% of respondents: Corruption increased since 2007

· “Sim to Sim”, Berisha and Kosumi arrested

· Lunacek: EU has not promised visa liberalisation for Kosovo

· Editorial: Last day

Other headlines

· The north concerns Americans (2)

· Solving of Salkovic’s murder demanded (2)

· Kosovo’s blocking delays Balkans (3)

· New dynamics for increasing recognitions of Kosovo (4)

· Gutenberg: Mission in Kosovo, success story (4)

· CoE asks for a stop to repatriation of Kosovo refugees (4)

· In CEFTA without state symbols (7)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· PDK victory referendum for good governance

· Mustafa: The youth will be part of institutions 

· Daci says that LDD has a concept of the new state

· Pacolli: I will bring new investments 

Other headlines

· Mitrovica needs FAIR (16)

· Kurti: There will not be parallel structures with Vetëvendosje (11)

· Stavileci: Agriculture is on the right track (23)

· Political instability, an obstacle for foreign investments (23)

Express

Front page

· Music of votes

· Sim to Sim hit

· They are not in the mood for unification

Other headlines

· Raci: Calculations in the background (2)

· 2011, a difficult year (3)

· There is no date for liberalization (4)

· Corruption increases (4)

· Optimistic in Ferizaj (5)

· Appeal on Podujevë (5)

· Promises university for Gjakova (6)

· For unification of Mitrovica (6)

· LDK will fail  (7)

· Believe in victory (8)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Kosovo needs clean people, to open a new page of history
· Serb criminal gangs affect the legitimacy of Kosovo state
Other headlines 
· Bild invites for talks Kosovo and Serbia (2)

· Turkey helps KSF (4)

· Kosovo hesitates to treat Albania as a native state (4)

· On Sunday it is voted or about negotiations with Serbia, or unity with Albania (7)

· FAIR has solution for economic development (11)

InfoPress
Front page

· PDK in Krusha of Rexhep Hoti

· AAK: We are coming

Other headlines

· USA, situation in the north, disturbing (2)

· Serb intellectuals: Serbs go to vote (3)

· The race only for the second place (4)

· Malisheva, support for PDK and Limaj (5)
· Mustafa sure for the victory of LDK (8)

· PDK promises apartments for the category of war (8)

· Vote for PDK, vote for Ferizaj (9)

· Daci for a Dardan state (11)
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