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· CEC announces preliminary results of general elections (dailies)

· Lunacek: Elections have been manipulated in organized way (Koha)

· Thaçi: Elections in line with free and democratic standards (dailies)

· Krasniqi: PDK only 13,000 less votes in Skenderaj and Drenas (dailies)

· Thaçi: First time I heard of yellow house was from Belgrade’s yellow press

· Idea for a broad-based government makes a comeback (Zëri)

· Ivanovic: Thaçi’s government will survive maximum two years (Koha)

· Serwer: The report has damaged Thaçi and Kosovo (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights

CEC announces preliminary results of general elections (dailies)

The Central Elections Commission announced preliminary results of the parliamentary elections in Kosovo after recounting 40 percent of ballots. However, the results do not include Mitrovica which, following a Supreme Court ruling, will go on a revote but they do include the ballots from the revote in Deçan, Drenas and Skenderaj. 

The current results now still show PDK in the lead with 32% which is less than what it originally had prior to the recount and revote. The LDK is second-ranking with 24.7%, followed by Vetëvendosje with 12.6%, AAK with 11.2 and AKR with 7.3%. LDD has not managed to pass the election threshold and has received 2.2% which is also how much FAIR has scored. 

Head of CEC Valdete Daka announced that revote in Mitrovica will include all the municipality’s polling stations and will be held on 23 January.

Lunacek: Elections have been manipulated in organized way (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that parliamentary elections, which have yet to be finalized, have received the most negative international evaluation. Elections were evaluated as illegitimate which did not fulfill international standards and which damage Kosovo’s image and democracy. On behalf of a European Parliament monitoring delegation, the rapporteur for Kosovo, Ulrike Lunacek, told reporters in Pristina on Monday that these elections cannot be expected to produce sustainable institutions and that future MPs should be aware that they have been elected from a non-regular process. 
“Some people did not want this process to be regular. This however doesn’t mean that the Kosovar society did not want a regular process. There was a group of people who manipulated them. These groups should be held accountable,” said Lunacek. 
A statement issued by the monitoring team noted a lack of political will to hold elections in line with international standards and with good elections practices, evaluated the delegation of European Parliament, headed by Austrian parliamentarian, Ulrike Lunacek and the German parliamentarian, Jutta Steinruck. 

Thaçi: Elections in line with free and democratic standards (dailies)

All dailies report that outgoing Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi met yesterday with EULEX chief Xavier Bout de Marnhac. A press release issued by Thaçi’s office noted that the meeting focused on the current political situation in the country with special emphasis on the elections process. Thaçi is quoted as saying in the press release that the revote on Sunday was quiet and in line with free and democratic standards.

Krasniqi: PDK only 13,000 less votes in Skenderaj and Drenas (dailies)

In a press conference, PDK’s Memli Krasniqi said the revote on Sunday was democratic and sent a clear message to all those that had concerns of PDK being the leading party. According to Krasniqi, the revote has resulted in only 13,000 less votes for PDK from Skederaj and Drenas and said that the lower turnout than in previous elections has led to other parties also losing votes.  

Thaçi: First time I heard of yellow house was from Belgrade’s yellow press

Several dailies re-run an interview that outgoing Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi gave to EUobserver.com, highlighting his statement that the first time he heard of the yellow house was from Belgrade’s yellow press. 

According to former ICTY chief prosecutor Carla del Ponte and more recently CoE rapporteur Dick Marty, the yellow house in Albania was the building where KLA members allegedly killed Serb prisoners and sold their organs in the black market.

“The KLA led a rightful fight, a fight for liberation. The whole world knew who committed genocide. The goal of Marty’s report is to criminalize the liberation war, damage the image of the Republic of Kosovo, prevent further recognitions of Kosovo’s statehood, damage Albania’s image and damage upcoming dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia. It is an effort to attack dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia which is a European agenda. This pamphlet is also an attack against the U.S., EU, NATO and the United Nations,” Thaçi said in the interview.

Idea for a broad-based government makes a comeback (Zëri)

The paper says the creation of new Kosovo institutions will be a significant challenge with PDK insisting it will be able to form the new government in a record time while LDK calling for a broad-based government that would prepare the country for new elections. According to LDK officials, a technical government would function until autumn until the election reform is finalized and Kosovo can head for new elections. At the same time, AAK officials also express doubt on the sustainability of the future government. “It is difficult to imagine there will be institutions with a four-year mandate from these elections,” said AAK’s Burim Ramadani. 

Ivanovic: Thaçi’s government will survive maximum two years (Koha)

Koha Ditore re-runs an interview that Oliver Ivanovic, State Secretary in the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo, gave to Belgrade-based Danas. “A lot of things have happened over the last couple of months so today we cannot say for sure when dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina will begin. Parliamentary elections in Kosova and Dick Marty’s report for human organs trafficking, have led to the indefinite postponement of dialogue,” Ivanovic said.

Ivanovic told Danas that the international community will form a government with Hashim Thaçi, “and then in the next two years will try to build a new leader that could replace him. There is also another possibility for Ramush Haradinaj to be released from The Hague and then to try and oust Thaçi’s government. Although I don’t think this is very likely. Foreigners will certainly focus on building a new leader. It’s clear they weren’t successful with some urban figures. Kosovo is not mature enough for the civic option. They will try to promote the next leader of Kosovo from members of radical parties.” 
Serwer: The report has damaged Thaçi and Kosovo (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Daniel Serwer from the Center for Transatlantic studies, said that Dick Marty’s report has damaged Hashim Thaçi and Kosovo and stated that the initiative for the pan Albanian union in Balkans is an unacceptable and terrible idea. “I think that the election process in Kosovo, which is still continuing, is very important, because it is from a vital importance to be left the citizens that with their votes to decide if Thaçi or someone else will continue to represent Kosovo”, said Serwer in an interview for Radio Free Europe in Serbian language.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Lunacek: Organized manipulation of elections

· PDK 32%, LDK 24.7%, Vetëvendosje 12.6%

· I heard about the yellow house from Belgrade’s yellow press

· Serwer: The report damaged Thaçi and Kosovo

· IMF delays “letter” for Kosovo

· Ivanovic: Thaçi government will survive two years

Other headlines

· Krasniqi: PDK lacks only 13,000 votes in Skenderaj and Drenas (3)

· DIA: Election commissioners failed again (3)

· Thaçi says elections in line with standards (5)

· Serwer: The report damaged Thaçi and Kosovo (5)

· American troops deploy in the north (5)

· Ivanovic against census in Kosovo (6)

· Nushi: Not much can be expected from Pristina-Belgrade talks after Marty’s report (7)

Zëri
Front page

· State risks remaining without money

· Elections seriously damaged Kosovo’s image

· Serwer: Marty damaged Kosovo and Thaçi

· I learned about the yellow house from Belgrade’s yellow press

· Mitrovica to go to revote

· Idea for broad-based government resurfaces 

Other headlines

· Status, a topic of discussion in Pristina-Belgrade talks (2)

· Gardetto continues to make accusations (2)

· Revote changes the results (4)

· CDHRF asks for facts not words (5)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· PDK 32%, LDK 24.7%, VV 12.6%, AAK 11.2, AKR 7.3%

· EP, bleak over elections

· Vetëvendosje, 40 complaints in ECAP

· In CEFTA without state symbols 

· Sekiraqa’s extradition soon

· Editorial: European slap 

Other headlines

· Thaçi: Marty’s report, a pamphlet against Kosovo (2)

· Gadetto’s report with untruths (2)

· Secret report of the ballots recount (3)

· Petition against Marty in Macedonia delayed (4)

· Bogdanovic: Status – topic of Belgrade-Pristina talks (4)

· Todoric: Talks with Thaçi, easier for Belgrade (4)

· Thaçi: Elections in accordance to standards (5)

· Elections, investigations against come police officers expected (13)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· PDK the first with or without Drenica, with or without Mitrovica 

· Thaçi: I heard about the yellow house from Serbian yellow press

· Krasniqi: PDK only 13,000 less votes

Other headlines

· Albanians against Marty (2)

· Bogdanovic: Status, topic of Pristina-Belgrade talks (2)

· Serwer: National unification, destructive (2)

· CEC says: PDK winner (4)

· Thaçi hails elections process, some internationals don’t (5)

· Calm in Mitrovica (10)

Express
Front page

· Lawsuit for justice 

· Results slightly different

· Serious defects 

Other headlines

· Mushkolaj: War as a stain (2)

· Bogdanovic: Status, topic of discussions (4)

· Serwer: National unification – destructive (5)

· Desire for government (5)

· For Thaçi, elections OK (6)

· Irregularities reoccur (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Re-voting after re-voting, country without a government indefinitely 

· Thaçi: Marty’s aim to crimanilize the liberation war
Other headlines

· Albanians against Dick Marty (2)

· Serwer: Marty’s report damaged Thaçi  (3) 

· PDK “shrinks”, LDK and AAK “grow”! (4)

· Unhappy with the lengthy process (4)

· ECAC receives 61 complaints for 9 January elections (5)

· Less voters or less manipulation (8)
· Democracy in Action complains for irregularities (11)

InfoPress 
Front page

· PDK first with 32 percent 
· Unhappy again
Other headlines 
· Elections according to standards (3)

· Mitrovica in revote on 23 January (4)

· Albanians against Dick Marty (4)

· European Parliament, standards have not been met (5)
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