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· Kosovo independence by 17 Feb, Serbia in crisis (Zëri)    

· The scenario for celebrating independence is ready (Koha Ditore)

· Ivanov: Kosovo’s independence opens Pandora box (Koha Ditore)

· Scheffer: NATO ready to maintain stability in Kosovo (Zëri)

· Prime Minister Thaçi gives tractor to Slavkovic family (dailies)

· A small recognition (Express)
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· Solana: Belgrade knows our position (dailies)
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Solana: Belgrade knows our position (dailies)

The paper cites Belgrade media B92 quoting EU High Commissioner, Javier Solana, who said on Sunday in Munich that a decision on the new EU Mission will be taken very soon. After the summit on security that took place in that city, Solana told Serb leaders that they have to resolve internal problems within the government coalition. 

“Serb leaders, the President, and the Prime Minister know very well what our position is. We think that the EU is obliged to continue to assist the region during this process of stabilization. This is our position and we will continue our work in that direction,” Solana said. 

Walker: Everyone has to remember reasons why Kosovo asks for independence (dailies) 

Former OSCE chief in Kosovo William Walker told papers that the world should be reminded of the massacre in Recak in order to understand why Kosovo is asking for independence. 

“Recak was not an isolated incident, such things were happening all around Kosovo,” papers quoted Walker as saying.
Kosovo independence by 17 Feb, Serbia in crisis (Zëri)    

Zëri carries an article published by Reuters which says that Kosovo is expected to declare its independence from Serbia by next Sunday. 

“It will all be done by Sunday,” a senior political leader told Reuters. He denied speculation that the independence of Kosovo would be a two-stage process, with a statement of intent next weekend and an actual declaration in March.

The scenario for celebrating independence is ready (Koha Ditore)

Less than a week before independence is expected to be declared, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi has appointed a group to exclusively take care of organizing the big event – the celebration of independence. 

Koha Ditore sources say that this group is expected to be approved by the Government and will manage 1 million euros already put aside for the event. 

Ivanov: Kosovo’s independence opens the Pandora package (Koha Ditore)
The recognition of Kosovo’s independence will set an international precedent, Russia’s First Deputy Prime Minister Sergey Ivanov said on Sunday at an international security conference in Münich. 

“Russia does not support the position that Kosovo’s independence should be recognized – not because of Russia’s apparently stubborn support of Serbia but because international law has to be respected and no precedents should be set,” Ivanov is quoted as saying. 

Scheffer: NATO ready to maintain stability in Kosovo (Zëri)
NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hop Scheffer has re-iterated that NATO will not allow violence in Kosovo, but added that the days and weeks ahead will be complicated while “we seek to finally solve the Kosovo status”. 

Scheffer made the comments during the security conference in Münich.

“NATO is ready to ensure that Kosovo remains stable and a place where Albanians and Serbs can live together peacefully,” Scheffer is quoted as saying. 

Prime Minister Thaçi gives the tractor to Slavkovic family (dailies)
Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi handed over the keys to a tractor to the Slavkovic family from Rubovc/Ljipjan on Sunday following through with a promise he had made to them last week.
“By giving these keys I have reconfirmed my commitment that I will work for all citizens of Kosovo,” said Thaçi.
A small recognition (Express)
SKLM leader Oliver Ivanovic said the number of the states that will recognize Kosovo’s independence is very small, much smaller than predicted by Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi. He strongly opposed the partition of the North since he said this would mean that Kosovo’s independence is being recognized.
Ivanovic  made the comments during an interview with Radio Free Europe saying that Kosovo politicians have in the past said that they will declare independence and failed to see it through opening up the likelihood that it will be postponed again. 

KPC is ready (Express)

The paper carries an article saying that the Kosovo Protection Corps (KPC) has received an order which calls for 25 percent of the civilian emergency services organization to be in a ‘state of readiness’. 

“Twenty five percent of the KPC members during the coming days will remain in the barracks in a state of readiness,” the paper quoted a source as saying.
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Front page
· Scenario for the celebration on independence ready

· The last Monday without independence

· Presevo Valley full of military troops

· Balaj and Xheladinaj, martyrs of people’s will

· Walker: Reasons why Kosovo wants independence top be kept in mind

· KEK severe reductions until Tuesday
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· Plus of the week: Supporters’ race (2)
· Minus of the week: Deputy only for money (2)
· Ivanov: Kosovo’s independence opens Pandora’s Box (2)
· Solana:  Belgrade is very well aware of our stance (3)

· Petrovic: Let’s remain in Kosovo, regardless of the status (3)

· Slavkovic family gets the new tractor promised by Thaçi (4)

· Serbia flag gets removed (4)

· Kosovo has come up to Aleksinc (4)

· Supporters of unification with Albania, half enjoyed for independence (6)

· Independent through the pinpoint (10)
Zëri

Front page   
· Which western countries are expected to recognise immediately the state of Kosovo?
· Editorial: Bad scenarios and the reality of 1999

· Independence declaration and its celebration may not be done on the same day

· Gates: Russia will react carefully if Kosovo declares independence

· Solana: The decision on EU mission in Kosovo soon

· Scheffer: NATO ready to maintain stability in Kosovo

· The Gorge of Kaçanik congratulates: Happy Independence!
Other headlines

· Prime Minister Thaçi gave the tractor to Slavkovic family (2)
· Serb political crisis and the first days of Kosovo independence declaration (3)

· Parts of the EU mission have already come to Kosovo (3)

· William Walker: All should remember reasons why Kosovo demands independence

· Reuters: Kosovo declares independence on 17 February, Serbia in crisis (5)

· EU mission comes in accordance with Resolution 1244 (5)

· Kurti calls Mon Balaj and Arben Xheladini torchbearers of freedom (7)
Kosova Sot

Front page   
· We will become a state on Sunday

· Editorial: A tractor and an anniversary

· Anticorruption investigates presents

· LDK in fevers, PDK without worries
 

Other headlines

· Mon Balaj and Arben Xheladini commemorated (2)
· Kostunica, without price for Kosovo (4)

· Investments, Kosovo is waiting for Diaspora (5)

· Prime Minister Thaçi gives the tractor to the Serbian family (8)
Express

Front page

· Only one independence

· Genc and Goran

· Maturity or ignition from Russia?

· KPS in the state of readiness

· The cake of independence
Other headlines

· Editorial: Without euphoria? (2)
· Soon the operational plan for the sending of the mission (4)

· Things that would not make Kosovo independent (4)

· NATO and EU to take care of security (5)

· Small recognition (5)

· CIA has led Albanians (7)
Lajm
Front page
· Declaration supports people’s will

· Thaçi kept his word

· The month of Kosovo
Other headlines

· Gates: Russian reaction will be careful (2)
· An organized feast, not a spontaneous one (2)
· Kosovo’s independence will stabilize Serbia (2)
· Independence on 18 February, at 10:00 (3)

· Rupel: Balkan countries should take the responsibility for Kosovo (3)

· Tadic: Serbia will sue countries that recognise Kosovo (3)

· Mon Balaj and Arben Xheladini torchbearers of freedom (4)

· UNMIK: To words with words, to violence with violence (4)

· Walker: Kosovo will be a stable state (5)
InfoPress 
Front page
· Thaçi keeps the promise

· Declaration of independence at 4 a.m.

· Russia will react with maturity

· Illegal employments
Other headlines 
· Europe is opening Pandora’s Box (3)

· Pro EULEX mission dispatch (4)

· Secession of Kosovo helps Serbia (4)

· Serbia will annul Kosovo’s decision (4)
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· Solana on EU mission (Beta/B92)

· Ivanov: If EU recognizes Kosovo, it should recognize northern Cyprus (RTS/Tanjug)

· Russia not to recognize Abkhasia and Southern Ossetiya (Politika)

· Rupel: EU to take responsibility for Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Mladenovic: Independence of Kosovo great shame for Europe (RTS/Beta)

· Jaksic: Parts of EU Mission already arrived in Kosovo (RTS/Beta)

· Wedgwood: Independence of Kosovo would set a dangerous precedent (Tanjug)

· Kosovo institutions preparing declaration of independence (Beta)

Solana on EU mission (Beta/B92)

EU High Representative Javier Solana said in Munich that a decision would soon be reached about an operative plan of the Mission for Kosovo. Serbian leaders, the President and PM, know well our position. We think that the EU has an obligation to continue to help the process of stabilization of the region. This is our position and we will move in this direction, said Solana for B92 at the end of a three-day conference on international security. 

Ivanov: If EU recognizes Kosovo, it should recognize northern Cyprus (RTS/Tanjug)

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Sergey Ivanov warned that giving independence to Kosovo would cause a terrible problem, open a Pandora’s Box and set a precedent and violation of international law. If the EU recognizes Kosovo, it should also recognize northern Cyprus. This would cause a serious problem, said Ivanov at the conference in Munich. According to him, Russia does not oppose independence of Kosovo because it stubbornly supports Serbs. Serbs should agree with the Albanians, said Ivanov, adding that Russia wants to remain in the field of international law and not set a precedent. 

Russia not to recognize Abkhasia and Southern Ossetiya (Politika)

If the West recognized independence of Kosovo, Moscow will not react with support to Abkhasia and Southern Ossetiya that are trying to secede from Georgia, said Russian Deputy Prime Minister Sergey Ivanov. Analysts are suggesting that Moscow, disturbed with Georgia’s efforts to enter NATO and the EU, could proclaim independence of Abkhasia and Southern Ossetiya when western states recognize independence of Kosovo.

Rupel: EU to take responsibility for Kosovo (Tanjug)

The EU should send essential appeals to FYROM, Serbia, Montenegro, B&H and Albania and take over responsibility for Kosovo, said in Munich Slovenian Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel. He underlined the importance of incorporating these countries into the EU and NATO and called upon the EU 27 to sign as many agreements on cooperation with Balkan countries. While we are chairing the EU, and maybe during the next mandate, we should cover this area with stabilization and association agreements, whether by giving the status of a candidate for membership whether by beginning status talks, underlined Rupel. 

Mladenovic: Independence of Kosovo great shame for Europe (RTS/Beta)

DSS spokesperson Andreja Mladenovic has assessed that possible proclamation of unilateral independence of Kosovo, announced for 17 February, would be a great shame for Europe. If Kosovo Premier Hashim Tachi, under the US and EU guardianship, declares Kosovo’s independence, it will be a great shame for Europe, which will have allowed for a fake state to be created at its heart, contrary to the UN Charter, Mladenovic told journalists. He said that Tachi, a partner for the EU and US, was sentenced to “many years in prison for terrorism, but now, he is the guarantor of democratic values for the US and EU. Mladenovic further said that Brussels tried to make Serbia its accomplice by offering Belgrade an agreement, to gain this way justification for this unheard of legal violence. 


Jaksic: Parts of EU Mission already arrived in Kosovo (RTS/Beta)

The Chairman of the Community of Serb Settlements and Municipalities Marko Jaksic told Beta that some parts of the EU Mission arrived in Pristina on Thursday or Friday, which represents clear intention on the part of the EU to snatch a part of the Serbian territory. “Quietly, without any significant presence of the public, police and judiciary segments of the mission, not waiting for a decision by the EU Council of Ministers, have started arriving in Pristina,” he said, adding he had “reliable information” that “for the time being” they did not plan a trip to the north. 


Wedgwood: Independence of Kosovo would set a dangerous precedent (Tanjug)

Independence of Kosovo would set a dangerous precedent, considering that the territory of a UN member state would be fragmented, and the possibility of destabilization of the Balkans is not excluded, warned US expert for international law Ruth Wedgwood. In a commentary for the Wall Street Journal, she assessed that the proclamation of independence of Kosovo would destabilize B&H, which would be faced with the attempt of Republika Srpska to leave the Dayton structure, and the rebellious Albanian minority in FYROM could once again ask why it was pushed into a country with Christian Orthodox Slavs. Ruth Wedgwood warned that the consequences of Kosovo’s independence would not be benign for Europe, having in mind the situation in Cyprus and in Abkhazia, and that there were minorities in Hungary, Romania, Ukraine and Greece whose radical elements ‘dream of a change of borders’. Noting that independence was not the cure for hatred, Wedgwood warned that independence of Kosovo would endanger the position of the Serb and other minorities in the province and reminded of the events of 17 March, 2004. 

Kosovo institutions preparing declaration of independence (Beta)

Kosovo Albanian leaders will meet at the start of next week, Pristina daily Koha Ditore writes. Their meeting will be in order to “prepare the text” of Kosovo’s unilateral declaration of independence. Other than declaring the province’s independence, the document will also reportedly contain an invitation for an EU mission to replace UNMIK, and obligation to implement Martti Ahtisaari’s Kosovo status plan. Koha Ditore also quotes its sources with the Pristina authorities who revealed that the text was prepared “in coordination with foreign diplomats in Kosovo,” but did not provide any details.
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