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__________________________________________________
· Thaçi does not expect anything extraordinary from the UN Security Council session (Zëri)
· Thaçi dismisses deputy minister of health Branislav Grbic (Koha Ditore, dailies)
· Biden: The business is unfinished in Kosovo (dailies)
· Rohan: Kosovo needs a unity Government (Koha Ditore)
· Krasniqi: Projects to bring Kosovo and Serbia closer are in vain (dailies) 

· One Albanian and one Serb arrested for war crimes in Kosovo 
(Koha Ditore, dailies)

· KEK gives in, returns lights to Sillovo Serbs (Koha Ditore)
Kosovo Media Highlights 

Thaçi does not expect anything extraordinary from the UN Security Council session (Zëri)
Zëri reports that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said he expects the Security Council in the regular session on Kosovo on 23 March to continue to evaluate progress in Kosovo. “There will be seen challenges which we are going through as a new state. But we will fulfill the obligations we have in accordance with the Constitution and the Ahtisaari plan. Also, I will not exclude the possibility of meeting the head of UNMIK Lamberto Zannier together with President Fatmir Sejdiu,” said Thaçi.
Thaçi again denied that the six-point plan of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is being implemented or discussed in Kosovo. “There is no ‘six points’, never was and never will be. It only exists in your questions, but not on the table of the institutions”, said Thaçi. He gave full support to EULEX to begin work at the gates in the border points in the north. 

Thaçi dismisses deputy minister of health Branislav Grbic (Koha Ditore, dailies)
Koha Ditore reports that the reason Prime Minister Thaçi dismissed Deputy Minister of Health Branislav Grbic and appointed Nemanja Vujovic to the post is that Grbic had moved to an opposition parliamentary group.

“I don’t know that it is because of this. I don’t see how Serbs who are part of the institutions can be opposition,” said Grbic, following Thaçi’s decision. Government Spokesman Memli Krasniqi said that the reason for the dismissal of Grbic is “very simple”. “He moved to a parliamentary group that is in the opposition and the Prime Minister took this decision,”  said Krasniqi

Biden: The business is unfinished in Kosovo (dailies)
Dailies report that U.S. Vice-President Joseph Biden, during his first visit to NATO headquarters, denied the possibility of reducing the U.S. presence in Kosovo. Biden’s message to NATO was that the U.S. seeks even a closer cooperation and coordination. His visit allowed him to discuss preparations for the NATO Summit at the beginning of April and to convey U.S. views regarding the strategic concept of the Alliance. The Balkans and Kosovo are zones where the U.S. and EU allies in NATO cooperation have been the key for stabilization of the region, reports Koha Ditore.  

“No, we do not believe we need to withdraw or make a judgment relative to Afghanistan based on progress or lack thereof in Kosovo,” said Biden.  He added that  there is more to be done in Kosovo, and that the business is not finished. 

“It is primarily the responsibility of the European Union and the European Community to follow through on the commitments that we have made. But, on balance, I want to make it clear that there is not a tradeoff in terms of our concern for Kosovo and the progress in Kosovo and what needs be done in Iraq,” said Biden.

Rohan: Kosovo needs a unity Government (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore carries an interview with Albert Rohan, ex-mediator for Kosovo status, and co-author of the plan for independence of Kosovo or Ahtisaari’s right hand, as this daily calls him. In order to overcome challenges and major problems that Kosovo faces, as a new and still weak country, Albert Rohan advises unification of internal factors in a unity government. 

Rohan criticizes harshly the five EU countries that have not recognized Kosovo. “By doing this they first of all weaken the EU role in an issue that is completely European: Kosovo,” he said

Krasniqi: Projects to bring Kosovo and Serbia closer are in vain (dailies) 

Dailies report that after a meeting with French Ambasador Delphine Borione, Kosovo Assembly Chairman Jakup Krasniqi said on Tuesday that all the efforts of UNMIK representatives to build bridges of cooperation between Pristina and Belgrade are in vain.  

“We now respect the latest efforts of the UNMIK administration to increase relations between Kosovo and Serbia, but we consider that this is impossible due to the fact that Belgrade is being led by a policy of boycott and non-recognition, a policy that wants to produce destabilization and insecurity in Kosovo, and not a policy that wants to build new relations,” said Krasniqi. 

One Albanian and one Serb arrested for war crimes in Kosovo (Koha Ditore, dailies)
Koha Ditore reports that an Albanian from Istog has been arrested in Austria at the request of the Serb authorities on suspicion of involvement in the killing of two Serbs in 1999. In the meantime, a Serb was arrested in Norway at the request of UNMIK. He is suspected of involvement in the forced deportation of Albanians from Kosovo to Albania.

The arrest of the Albanian was made known by the Council for the Protection of Human Rights and Freedom (KNMDLJ) through a press release. But it has not been confirmed by law enforcement of Kosovo that a warrant for his arrest exists. On the condition of anonymity, international sources of the newspaper said that this person was arrested by Interpol at the request of judicial institutions of Serbia.
KEK gives in, returns lights to Sillovo Serbs (Koha Ditore)  
Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Energy Corporation has surrendered under the pressure of Sillovo Serbs, and restored electricity even though debts to this cooperation are unpaid. “It is a temporary supply of electricity. The supply is being made available for a few hours due to emergency needs,” KEK spokesperson Viktor Buzhala, said. Buzhala denied that political pressure impacted on the decision. 

Kosovo PM Hashim Thaçi said that the events in this village did not have ethnic or political motives, but legal issues. “Every citizen has to respect the law and it does not have to do with the discrimination of one community or the affirmation of the other one. This is not a political issue, the law has to be respected”, said Thaçi. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Biden: Business in Kosovo is not finished 

· Sali Berisha lobbies for Kosovo’s recognition in Qatar 

· KEK gives in, returns light to Shilovo Serbs

· An Albanian and a Serb arrested for war crimes 

· Rohan: Kosovo needs a unity government 

Other headlines

· Krasniqi: Efforts to get Kosovo and Serbia closer are vain (2)

· “Scepticism” of some EU countries does not impede Government road toward integrations (2)

· Preteni does not interfere in Thaçi-Haradinaj “war” (5)

· Thaçi dismisses Deputy Minister of Health Branislav Grbic (5)

Zëri

Front page
· Biden: Europeans, business in Kosovo is not over 

· Thaçi dismisses Deputy Minister of Health Grbic, nominates Vujovic

· Candidates for Constitutional Court tested, initially with an essay 

· Ex-KPC members claim that they are waiting for fulfilment of their requests 

· Is EULEX endangered by EU states’ financial crisis 
Other headlines

· Government advised to have better coordination of policies and priorities (2)

· Thaçi does not expect anything extraordinary at UNSC (2)

· Potering ensures that European Parliament continues to support Kosovo (3)

· Krasniqi asks France to help on new recognitions of Kosovo (4)

· Norway arrests a Serb for war crimes in Kosovo (5)

· An Albanian suspect for murder of two Serbs arrested in Austria (5)

Kosova Sot 

Front page

· Biden to Europeans: Fulfil your promises 

· Around a billion euros in EU banks

· PM Berisha lobbies for Kosovo at Persian Gulf 

Other headlines

· Gashi and Rasic questioned (2)

· Strategy for EU integration, ready (3)

· Potering: We will support you (4)

· KSF, half of recruits in danger from test (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Sejdiu also ready to meet Tadic

· Biden: No withdrawal of troops from Kosovo

· Berisha calls Islamic countries to recognize Kosovo 

· Krasniqi: Belgrade is guilty

· Thaçi requests work for integration in Europe  

Other headlines

· European Parliament will continue to support Kosovo (2)

· Steinmeier surprised with the achievements in Kosovo (5)

· Serbia charges Albania for helping KLA (5)

· Working Group to decide today on suspended Serbs (5)

Express
Front page

· Local elections in doubt

Other headlines

· Buzhala: Moderate Serb Taleban’s (2)

· Krasniqi justifies Thaçi, but not Zannier (4)

· Thaçi does not change his mind about the invitation to Tadic (5)

· We will not forgive (6)

· France to use its influence about Kosovo  (6)

· Unfinished mission (6)

· Walter-Steinmeier positively surprised (6)

· Hyseni: EU to continue with recognitions (6)

· Serbs stopped the protest (7)

Lajm
Front page

· Hyseni: Even the ‘European five” will recognize Kosovo
· Mistrust in the selection
Other headlines

· Steinmeier ‘positively’ surprised with Kosovo (2)

· The Minister under pressure from the Chief (3)

· Thaçi: There is no discrimination in Silovo the energy has to be paid (4)

· Kumnova continues the strike, the government concerned (4)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Even the opposition does not bother about the north

Other headlines 

· Biden: there cannot be trade with Kosovo (2)

· Oslo: One Serb is arrested as a suspect for crimes in Kosovo (2)

· Dervishi: NATO under the command of UN and Spain! (3)

· Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi discharged deputy Minister Gerbic (4)

· The European perspective of Kosovo emphasized (5)

· Krasniqi: UNMIK has ended the mission in Kosovo (5)
InfoPress 
Front page

· EU is the top Agenda of Kosovo
· The Kosovo lobbyist in Spain

· Biden: No troops withdrawal from Kosovo

Other headlines 

· Thaçi dismisses Grbic (2)

· Support for the European integration (3)

· Manaj: Commitment about the process of returns (3)

· No dialogue with Belgrade (4)

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Tadic: Recognition of Kosovo encourages expansion of secessionism (Tanjug)

· Kosovska Mitrovica: Prevent EULEX from working on independent Kosovo (Beta)

· Jeremic confers with Holy Synod members (RTS)

· Stevic: Belgrade offered solution for electricity problems to UNMIK (Tanjug)

· Silovo obtained electricity, Serbs demand a permanent solution (Beta)

· Biden: KFOR will not withdraw from Kosovo (Beta)

Tadic: Recognition of Kosovo encourages expansion of secessionism (Tanjug)

Serbian President Boris Tadic has warned in Madrid that the countries that have recognized unilateral, illegitimate independence of Kosovo should change that decision, as otherwise the world will be threatened by the wave of expanding secessionism. If that decision is not withdrawn and the territorial integrity of Serbia is not respected, any separatist movement in the world will be able to establish its own state, Tadic explained in the most important Spanish debate organization – the New Economy Forum. The Serbian President has pointed that in the case of International Court of Justice finding the proclamation of Kosovo independence right and lawful, it will be a dangerous precedent for all countries that are facing similar problems. Serbia will never give up, but it will not reach for violence either, but rather for diplomatic and legal means, in order to preserve its territorial integrity, Tadic repeated, while thanking Spain for its firm determination not to recognize independence of Kosovo. He has pointed out that along with the preservation of the state, the integration with the EU is a strategic goal of Serbia. 

Kosovska Mitrovica: Prevent EULEX from working on independent Kosovo (Beta)

Municipal representatives from the Kosovska Mitrovica district have asked UNMIK Head Lamberto Zannier and the UN Security Council to prevent EULEX from creating the institutions of the so-called independent Kosovo and from the implementation of the rejected plan of Martti Ahtisaari. At the joint session in Zvecan, representatives of six municipalities have requested Zannier and UN to start the talks on the six-point plan at the soonest, in order to find a common solution for the problems in the judiciary, police, customs, protection of the cultural heritage, traffic, infrastructure and border control. They have also asked for the prevention of the humanitarian catastrophe, which has emerged due to the biased electric power cuts in the Serb communities. While assessing that the political and security situation in the province is deteriorating on a daily basis, Zannier and UN were required to stop the implementation of brutal repressive measures that the Kosovo police are exercising over the Serbs. Besides that, the request to the Serbian Supreme Court was repeated to ask the UN Security Council to enable the return of 200 thousand expelled people to Kosovo, as well as the arrival of parts of the Serbian army and police.

Jeremic confers with Holy Synod members (RTS)

The Serbian Orthodox Church and the government have expressed firm determination to continue the renovation of burnt monasteries and churches in Kosovo, in line with the provisions of UNSCR 1244. The Foreign Ministry has stated that Minister Vuk Jeremic had a meeting on that occasion with members of the Holy Synod, prior to the meetings that he will have next week at the UNESCO headquarters and other international forums, dedicated to the issue of Serb sanctities in Kosovo, destroyed by the Albanians. Those meetings will mark the fifth anniversary since the March pogrom of Kosovo Serbs, when 35 Orthodox sanctities have been destroyed, reads the statement.

Stevic: Belgrade offered solution for electricity problems to UNMIK (Tanjug)

The Serbian Ministry for Kosovo and Coordination Center have sent an official protest to UNMIK over the problems in supplying electricity to the Serb communities in the province, but they have also offered two concrete solutions, stated the Head of the Coordination Center Zvonimir Stevic. He specified that it was offered to Pristina institutions to form a special company that would supply electricity to the Serb communities in Kosovo. According to him, another suggestion was to have the Serbian Power Industry compensate the power spent by the Serb households to the Kosovo Energy Corporation. While saying that those are fair solutions, Stevic added for their realization it was necessary for the Pristina authorities to stop abusing the power supply, i.e. force the Kosovo Serbs in that way to accept the self-proclaimed state of Kosovo and its institutions.

Silovo obtained electricity, Serbs demand a permanent solution (Beta)

Silovo, one of the largest Serbian villages in the Gnjilane municipality in Kosovo, obtained electricity after they had been without it for nine days, it was confirmed in the Ministry for Kosovo. A Ministry representative for Kosovo pomoravlje Predrag Stojkovic said it is supposed that the locals of Silovo and several other Serb villages in central Kosovo obtained electricity due to international insistence and added Serbs cannot be satisfied with that until the problem is permanently resolved. 

Biden: KFOR will not withdraw from Kosovo (Beta)

US Vice President Joseph Biden has stated that the authorities in Washington and NATO do not consider withdrawing the KFOR troops from Kosovo, in order to add more units of the Alliance and US Army in Afghanistan. After the talks with NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer in Brussels, Biden said that the situation in Kosovo, regardless of the assessments on the achieved progress, is not related to the situation in Afghanistan, so there will be no conclusions that would lead to NATO forces being removed from the province. There is no trade between what we are dealing with in Kosovo and what must be done in Afghanistan, stressed the US Vice President. He assessed that in Kosovo much more needs to be done, as there are many unfulfilled promises. In that context, Biden has pointed out that the primary responsibility is on the EU, i.e. its civilian mission in the province.

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
















