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· Assembly adopts resolution for talks without opposition’s consent (dailies)

· Talks heading towards failure (Zëri)

· Frequent meetings with Cooper (Express)

· Sarkozy: Kosovo is getting stronger (dailies)

· Serbia aims the Hong Kong model (Koha)

· Kosovo to ask for southern Serbia what Serbs ask for the north (Koha)

· Petrovic: I expect talks to resolve vital problems (dailies)

· Knaus: Disagreements within EU endanger dialogue (Epoka e Re)

· SRS: Serbia will recognize Kosovo (Express/Epoka e Re)

· LDK preserves the post for Pacolli (Koha Ditore) 

· Feith: Kosovo in a deep economic and social crisis (dailies)

· CDHRF criticizes Government, ICO and EULEX (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Assembly adopts resolution for talks without opposition’s consent (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that without votes of opposition MPs, the Kosovo Assembly on Thursday adopted a resolution on dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade, which started three days ago in Brussels. The resolution was initiated from PDK and was supported only by MPs of the New Kosovo coalition and by parties of minority communities, which are part of the ruling coalition. 
Through the resolution, the Kosovo Assembly supports dialogue on what it called “practical issues” that are in the interest of improving the lives of people and in the interest of advancing the European agenda for both countries and the whole region. The Assembly also reconfirmed the principle that dialogue between two sides is facilitated by the EU and US. With 63 votes in favor, 48 against and one withheld, Kosovo Assembly has approved the resolution. The resolution was rejected by the three opposition parties: LDK, AAK and Vetëvendosje. The first two did not agree about on the content of the resolution, while the third rejected the process of talks as a whole.
Talks heading toward failure (Zëri)

Zëri reports on the front page that Kosovo and Serbia are not ready for dialogue and substantial results. The process of talks, which started on Tuesday in Brussels, is at risk of ending very quickly due to lack of internal political consensus in Pristina and Belgrade and also Serbia’s unchanged position vis-à-vis Kosovo’s status endangers to end very fast. 
Despite optimistic sounds from the European Union about the atmosphere at the first meeting between the two delegations, now both countries face increased pressure against the talks. Moreover, an impression is felt that only the European Union, and not Kosovo and Serbia, are in favour of the process of dialogue. 
Kosovo delegation chief Edita Tahiri told RTK on Wednesday that Belgrade’s approach continues to have elements of the past, while expressing the unhappiness of Kosovar side with the content and the result of the talks. Meanwhile, Belgrade representatives repeated on Thursday that Serbia will never recognize the independence of Kosovo, despite the start of dialogue on technical issues.

Frequent meetings with Cooper (Express)
Express reports on the front page that EU official Robert Cooper has set the pace of dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia, whereby the delegations of both parties will meet twice a month until the end of this year. At the same time, the European facilitator, how the paper refers to Cooper, could pay visits to Pristina and Belgrade. The paper also notes that Edita Tahiri, head of the Pristina delegation, confirmed on Thursday that the Serbian side continues to have the same old opinions for Kosovo. 

Sarkozy: Kosovo is getting stronger (dailies)

Several dailies report that French President Nikolas Sarkozy, in a letter of congratulation to Kosovo President Behxhet Pacolli, assured him of France’s continuous support for Kosovo. Sarkozy wrote that Kosovo has made crucial reforms in consolidating institutions and in the rule of law area.

“Three years have passed since independence. Kosovo is getting stronger in the international arena and has received numerous recognitions. It has managed to make important efforts in a delicate and complex environment. I know I can count on you to double up the great zeal in this area,” Sarkozy wrote in his letter. 
Serbia aims the Hong Kong model (Koha)

In an interview for EurActiv, Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic said Serbia is hoping it will be ready to join the European Union by late 2015, but first it must find a creative solution for Kosovo. Djelic even mentioned the Hong Kong model as a possible option to resolve the issue. He went on to mention the model of two Germanies in 1972 and the Hong Kong model. 
“Such a compromise would guarantee economic and political autonomy for Kosovo without endangering Serbia’s territorial integrity. We cannot have long-term peace if we support one nationalism against the other. It is very good to support a European kind of compromise which is not satisfactory but at the same time is functional,” Djelic added.

Kosovo to ask for southern Serbia what Serbs ask for the north (Koha)
Kosovo’s deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi told Koha Ditore on Thursday that in dialogue with Belgrade, Pristina’s position is to insist on the implementation of reciprocity. The paper notes that the Kosovar side could ask for southern Serbia what the Serbian side could ask for the northern part of Kosovo. 
“We still haven’t decided such a topic, but the moment when there can be balance between the two states then one of the topics could be the mutual position of Serbs living in Kosovo and Albanians living in Serbia. For the time being, this is hypothetical because it hasn’t been thought about but for every topic that is addressed we will think about addressing equal issues with factual and formal reciprocity,” Kuçi was quoted as saying.
Petrovic: I expect talks to resolve vital problems (dailies)

Several dailies quote Local Government Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Slobodan Petrovic as saying that he expects talks between Kosovo and Serbia to resolve vital problems between the two countries. Petrovic said that he as leader of the Serb Liberal Party, which represents the majority of the Kosovo Serb community that participated in elections, wants technical talks to be successful and that he will give his personal contribution if required. Petrovic made these remarks after a meeting with Prizren mayor Ramadan Muja.
Knaus: Disagreements within EU endanger dialogue (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports that in an interview for Radio Free Europe, Gerald Knaus, director of the European Stability Initiative (ESI), as saying that the key question is whether the European Union will be able to make clear the vision that both Serbia and Kosovo in the near future will find themselves under the joint roof of European integration.
SRS: Serbia will recognize Kosovo (Express/Epoka e Re)

Express and Epoka e Re report that the Serbian Radical Party (SRS) said on Thursday that the government in Serbia, with its pro-Western approach, has endangered Serbian state and national interests and has brought Serbia in a shameful position by entering into the process of recognizing Kosovo’s independence. SRS official Boris Aleksic said that “when Belgrade concludes the solution of so-called everyday problems of citizens in agreement with secessionists, no one will no longer care if Serbia ‘de jure’ recognizes Kosovo or not, because in fact it has done so in practice and so the Kosovo story will come to an end.”

LDK preserves post for Pacolli (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that the biggest opposition force, the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK), is expected to block accusations that President Behxhet Pacolli has violated the Constitution of the Republic. LDK MPs will be pressed by its decision-making forums not to sign an AAK request to the Constitutional Court to see if Pacolli violated Article 88 of the Constitution when he voted for the Government in the capacity of MP, several minutes after he was sworn in as President. According to this article, the President cannot exercise two public functions at the same time. Therefore, the Constitutional Court is expected to determine that Pacolli has heavily violated the Constitution. If such a verdict is made, the Assembly is obliged to dismiss Pacolli. 
Ismet Beqiri, chief of the LDK parliamentary group, said he cannot give an interpretation on whether or not Pacolli violated the Constitution when he voted for the Government. According to Beqiri, MPs should wait for an answer from the Constitutional Court over an earlier request over the failure to respect assembly procedures during the election of the President. “It is up to every MP to sign or not the AAK request, but it is also true that there is an order within the party. We don’t find it reasonable to proceed with two cases at the same time”, said Beqiri. 
Feith: Kosovo in a deep economic and social crisis (dailies)

Dailies report that during a visit to the Kosovo Chamber of Commerce (OEK) yesterday, ICO chief Pieter Feith said Kosovo is facing a high rate of unemployment, unsustainable economy and extreme poverty. Feith called on the Government of Kosovo to launch immediate measures in order to improve the grave social situation in the country by supporting businesses. “One of the key driving forces that can resolve this situation is the business community,” Feith said after meeting the OEK management.

CDHRF criticizes Government, ICO and EULEX (dailies)

Several dailies report that the Council for the Defense of Human Rights and Freedoms (CDHRF), in its reaction over the killing of 13 year-old Leutrim Musliu and the assassination of Sefko Salkovic, said that Kosovo institutions, ICO, EULEX and civil society were below the minimal moral standard of reaction. “The recent killings prove the fragility of institutions. They also prove the existence of double standards when it comes to reactions by local and especially international institutions, as well as civil society,” read the reaction. 
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Resolution for talks, without consent of the opposition

· For southern Serbia what will be asked for northern Kosovo

· Feith: Kosovo in a serious economic and social crisis

· Child kidnappers asked for €100.000

· Other headlines

· Petrovic: I expect talks to resolve vital problems (2)

· Serbia aims for the Hong Kong model (2)

· France pleased with start of dialogue (2)

· LDK preserves post for Pacolli (3)

· Ymeri: For Thaçi, Kosovo is only Pristina (4)

· Topi encourages for start of dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade (4)

· Germany continues support for Kosovo judicial system (6)

· Six people injured in explosion in super market in Prizren (6)

· Public administration reminds government of promise for salaries (8)

Zëri

Front page

· Talks toward failure

· Resolution in favour of talks without opposition’s consent

· Killed in an ambush 

· Gashi: Democracy as an accident

· Two million euros for political staff

· Confusion over Pacolli’s absence

Other headlines

· Buhler welcomes start of dialogue (2)

· Russia hails Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (2)

· Sarkozy assures for support (2)

· Kommersant: Talks, Serbia’s first step toward Kosovo recognition (4)

· Kostunica against dialogue (4)

· Teachers warn Thaçi (8)

· Meeting on missing persons full of tensions (8)

· Germany assists Kosovo (8)

· CDHRF criticizes Government, ICO and EULEX (9)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Albanians divided over dialogue with Serbia

· Editorial: The multiethnic state… in the making

· Pacolli “privatizes” the presidency

· Increased budget for agriculture

· US$ 50 million loan with World Bank to be signed today

Other headlines

· Kommersant: Talks, Serbia’s first step toward Kosovo recognition (2)
· The north, the great challenge of talks (2)

· MPs accuse Thaçi (2)

· Kostunica: Government has humiliated Serbia (4)

· Topi: Kosovo’s independence, an untouchable reality (4)

· Fund for political parties in the hands of CEC (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Dialogue will strengthen the state

· Dialogue for the good of both countries

· Resolution adopted

· Kosovo is getting stronger

Other headlines

· Kostunica: Government has humiliated Serbia (2)

· Topi: Kosovo’s independence, an untouchable reality (3)

· Disagreements within EU endanger dialogue (3)

· Serbia will recognize Kosovo (3)

Express
Front page

· Frequently with Cooper

· ART investigated

Other headlines

· When the voters are forgotten (2)
· Where to complain the reality (3)

· We are losing Kosovo (4)

· SRS: Serbia will recognize Kosovo (5)
· Ukë Rugova of AKR (5)

· Resolution passes without opposition (6)
· In trouble because of Facebook (7)

· Meetings start (10)

Lajm
Front page

· With resolution

· Disagreements in the EU endanger dialogue

Other headlines

· Extraordinary tender of CEC (2)

· They evaluate the dialogue (4)

· Kosovo independence untouchable (4)

· Sarkozy confirms support for Kosovo (4)
· Serb radicals: Serbia will recognize Kosovo (5)

· Kostunica: Talks humiliate Serbia (5)
· German support continues for Kosovo (6)

· Hoxhaj receives support from the ambassadors (7)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Assembly legitimized talks which do not affects overegnity of the state

· Tenders weighting 90 million Euros are investigated

· Sarkozy to Pacolli, I can count on you to double the successes of Kosovo
Other headlines

· President Pacolli welcomed the heads of World Bank (3)
· Komersant: Talks Prishtina-Belgrade, first step towards recognition (3)

· Germany continues support (6)

· Knaus: Dialogue endangered from EU disagreements (7)
· Foreign Policy should not be measured with numbers (7)

· KFOR is withdrawing from the scene (10)

· Objective of IMF. Long-term progress of Kosovo (11)

· Kosovo takes over “Presidency” (10)

Infopress
Front page

· On 2012 EU to remove visas 

· Dialogue endangered from EU

· Serbia is giving up Kosovo for the EU

Other headlines

· Partial care from the government (2)

· In favour of talks, without consensus (2)

· Half of million people out of population census (5)

· The decision for the collapse of Trepça assets (6)
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