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__________________________________________________
· Thaçi: Stability, a perspective for integration (dailies)

· Three U.S. congressmen launch lobbying campaign for Kosovo (Zëri)

· Latest developments on possible unification of LDK and LDD 
(Koha Ditore/ Zëri)

· Communities secure UNMIK’s survival (Koha Ditore)

· EULEX searching for an unconditional agreement for northern courts 
(Koha Ditore)

· Solana to visit Kosovo on Tuesday (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights 

Thaçi: Stability, a perspective for integration (dailies)

Dailies quote Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi as saying that stability and peace open up the perspective for investment, development and joint initiatives. Thaçi made these remarks during his participation at a summit in Dubrovnik, Croatia.

“The independent Kosovo and its institutions are working for a stable region and a stable Europe, together with the European Union and NATO, because we know that stability is a prerequisite for development,” Thaçi is quoted as saying in Zëri.

Express quotes Thaçi on the front page as saying that Belgrade is running a failed policy vis-à-vis Kosovo, and advising Belgrade to forget about the past and look toward Europe.
Three U.S. congressmen launch lobbying campaign for Kosovo (Zëri)

The daily reports that three members of the U.S. Congress, Elliot Engel, Robert Wexler and Alcee L. Hastings, have launched a diplomatic campaign for countries to recognize Kosovo’s independence. The three congressmen have written letters to 25 undecided countries, calling on them to recognize the world’s youngest state.
Latest developments on possible unification of LDK and LDD (Koha Ditore/Zëri)
Koha Ditore reports that the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK) and the Democratic League of Dardania (LDD) have indicated that they cannot join forces as long as they are led by their current leaders, Fatmir Sejdiu and Nexhat Daci, respectively. 

LDK officials are quoted as saying in the paper that they would not accept the return of LDD to the LDK with the condition of Nexhat Daci becoming party leader in the 2010 convention. On the other hand, LDD officials told the paper that the unification cannot take place as long as the current LDK leadership maintains the policy that led to the division of late President Rugova’s LDK.

Under the leading front-page headline Can LDK and LDD unite?, Zëri reports that over the past couple of days there are increasing voices for the possible unification of the two parties. Some voices are in favour of unification, calling for the approval of the memberships, but on the official level – and at the least for the time being – the unification of the LDK and LDD seems impossible.

Communities secure UNMIK’s survival (Koha Ditore)
The paper reports that the UNMIK Office for Community Support and Facilitation, which was opened early this month, has become the savior of UNMIK activities in Kosovo. UNMIK officials told the paper that this Office is enabling UNMIK to maintain political activity in Kosovo, despite the reconfiguration process.

“In many ways, this Office is enabling the mission to continue a range of functions which otherwise would cease as a result of the reconfiguration process. This office will enable UNMIK to listen and monitor the concerns of communities on practical and everyday issues,” UNMIK spokesman Russell Geekie told the paper.

“The mission is assuming a greater political role, which includes the focus of the mission on developments related to communities in Kosovo.”

“We also facilitate the work of international organizations or donors which ask for the involvement of the UN in their activities in Kosovo. Coordination in the field with all international partners is crucial for our work in this field,” Geekie added.

EULEX searching for an unconditional agreement for northern courts 
(Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the EU rule of law mission in Kosovo, EULEX, has eased its criteria in efforts to functionalize the courts in the northern part of Kosovo, and is now calling for the return of Serb judges and prosecutors regardless of their boycott and violations so far. 

The paper reports that EULEX is continuing negotiations with the Serbian Government in search of an agreement that will enable Albanians and Serbs to return to the northern courts. 

According to EULEX officials, the negotiations include two phases: the first phase foresees work with mixed teams of judges and prosecutors from both ethnic groups under the leadership of EULEX, and the second phase foresees judges and prosecutors of both parties working together. 
Solana to visit Kosovo on Tuesday (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that EU High Representative Javier Solana will visit Kosovo on Tuesday as part of a Balkans tour. During his stay in Pristina, Solana is expected to meet President Sejdiu and Prime Minister Thaçi,  and will visit EULEX premises.
Belgrade Media Highlights – 10.07.09
· Why Were the Gendarmes Attacked?
· Verhagen Cancels Visit to Serbia 

· Mesic: Serbia Must be “de-Kosovized”

· EC Finds Solution for Visa Problems

Why Were the Gendarmes Attacked?
Two members of the Gendarmerie were attacked two nights ago in a terrorist attack near Bujanovac. Serbian Minister Ivica Dacic said yesterday that at issue was a terrorist attack from classic ambush that was most probably conducted by the terrorist groups in the region of the south of central Serbia, Politika writes. He said that terrorist groups were crossing over the boundary line from Kosovo, because of which the Serbian Interior would seriously warn EULEX. According to reliable sources in the leadership of the Serbian security forces, there are four possible motives for the attack, and all are being examined. The first possible motive is the recent writing of certain Pristina media according to which the Serbian Gendarmerie entered Kosovo at the end of June and tried to establish a checkpoint several meters away from the houses in the village of Kacarevo, the municipality of Kosovska Kamenica. The second possible motive is the possible discontent of the Albanians from southern Serbia with the announced decentralization. The third possible motive is revenge over last year’s arrests of the members of the “Gnjilane group.” The fourth possible motive for the attack perhaps lies in smuggling.

The leader of the Party for Democratic Action (PDD) in Presevo Riza Halimi condemned the attack on the Gendarmerie members and said he didn’t have any information of the existence of any sort of illegal groups, especially terrorist, in this region. “I am especially surprised with the fact that such things occur despite the militarization of that region,” Blic quotes Halimi as having said.

Verhagen Cancels Visit to Serbia

Dutch Foreign Minister Maxim Verhagen informed Belgrade that he was postponing his visit scheduled for 21 July, the Serbian Foreign Ministry told Vecernje Novosti. Asked for the reasons for postponing the visit, he said that “it seemed that additional discussion at the diplomatic level was needed towards reaching an agreement on future cooperation, among other things, in the economy and trade.”

As Blic learns from diplomatic sources, representatives of the Dutch Foreign Ministry have informed the Serbian Ambassador in The Hague Cedomir Radojkovic that Verhagen is canceling the visit because of the statements made by Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic and Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic on the upcoming visit, in which they announced the discussion on unblocking Serbia’s European integration process and Belgrade’s cooperation with the ICTY. The Serbian Ambassador was told that none of these two topics had been envisaged by the agenda. The Dutch Foreign Ministry’s representatives stated that these statements were interpreted as pressure and that this was why Verhagen cancelled his visit, Blic writes.

Mesic: Serbia Must be “de-Kosovized”

Croatian President Stjepan Mesic addressed in Strasbourg the delegations of young leaders from 47 Council of Europe (CoE) member-states. First he received applauses from the Albanian delegation when he stated that Kosovo’s independence was irreversible, but afterwards the participants from the Serbian delegation, except for the representatives of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) left the gathering. “I think that they didn’t understand what I meant to say. I didn’t say that Serbia needs to recognize Kosovo. Serbia must be de-Kosovized. Serbia must not open the entire time a topic that is hundred years behind us. You transferred this topic from the political sphere to the legal? Fine, you transferred. Let it be resolved, but we must open communication. There is no need for Serbs to leave a conference if Kosovo representatives appear,” Mesic told Borba in an interview.

EC Finds Solution for Visa Problems

Since the administrative situation of Kosovo has been a big problem in the negotiations and the decision-making for Serbia to be placed on the White Schengen list, the European Commission (EC) has found a solution in a special passport serial number, Vecernje Novosti writes. Based on this number, the European customs officers will be able to see where the passenger has residence. “We are not distinguishing people according to nations, but according to the administrative principle,” Vecernje Novosti was told by EC sources, explaining why the measures didn’t refer only to Albanians.
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