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· Pristina rejects Belgrade’s proposal for joint customs management (dailies)

· Bildt: Pristina is to blame for the situation in the north (Koha)

· Jahjaga objects to any changes of Ahtisaari’s Package (dailies) 

· Only conclusions (Express) 

· Menzies supports government’s intervention in the north (Zëri)

· Dacic: Division or protectorate for Serb parts of Kosovo (Koha) 

· Limaj before the prosecution again (Koha) 

· Government does not give up on construction of Road 6 (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Pristina rejects Belgrade’s proposal for joint customs management (dailies)

All dailies report that Pristina has turned down Belgrade’s proposal for a border integrated management system in northern Kosovo, which would mean that border crossing points would be managed jointly by Kosovo, Serbian and EULEX customs officers. 

Zëri reports on the front page that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and Kosovo’s chief negotiator Edita Tahiri agreed to resume dialogue with Serbia, but without the issue of customs in northern Kosovo.
The Kosovo Government refused to talk about the issue and turned down Belgrade’s offer which was conveyed by the European Union mediator Robert Cooper, whom met with Prime Minister Thaçi and Tahiri on Monday afternoon. The meeting was closed to the media and the officials did not talk to reporters afterwards. Before returning to Brussels, Cooper will hold another meeting with Tahiri on Tuesday morning.

Diplomatic sources told Koha Ditore that there won’t be an “official shutdown of the technical dialogue”. “The invitation for both parties to resume dialogue whenever they are ready will remain open,” a senior international official told the paper.
Epoka e Re reports on the front page that at yesterday’s meeting Cooper was told about Kosovo’s red lines. The paper also quotes Prime Minister Thaçi as saying that Kosovo is ready to talk to all its neighbors about resolving problems.

Under the headline No dialogue, Express reports that the meeting scheduled for 14 October in Brussels between the Pristina and Belgrade delegations will not take place. The paper also quotes a participant at the meeting between Cooper and Thaçi as saying that the EU diplomat did not suggest for the two northern customs points to be a topic of talks with Belgrade.

Kosova Sot quotes Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi as saying that dialogue with Serbia should include only technical issues and should not be in opposition with the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo. Krasniqi also said that political parties in Kosovo should come out with a clearer position on the north.
Bildt: Pristina is to blame for the situation in the north (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports on the front page that two days before the European Commission will suggest giving Serbia candidate status for European Union membership, there are differences within the Union on whether or not Serbia is to blame for the situation in northern Kosovo. Namely, there is a prevailing impression among the Commission and the Council, that Pristina authorities and their unilateral actions during the summer are to blame for the violent events in northern Kosovo.
The paper further notes that after the meeting of EU Foreign Ministers, Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt told reporters that Kosovo is not a condition for Serbia’s integration in the European Union. Bildt said Serbia has no influence in northern Kosovo and blamed the Government of Kosovo for developments there and for failing to do enough to get the northern Serbs on board.
Jahjaga objects to any changes of Ahtisaari’s Package (dailies) 

Koha Ditore reports that the President of the Republic of Kosovo, Atifete Jahjaga met with the former President of the Czech Republic Vaclav Havel on Monday, at the conference “Democracy and the Rule of Law,” organized by Forum 2000. According to a press release issued by the Presidency, the former President valued President Jahjaga’s work on leading the country and stated that he was and continues to be a supporter of the integration processes in Kosovo. He expressed interest in the current developments in Kosovo and its road towards the European Union. President Jahjaga expressed appreciation for Havel’s support for Kosovo. 
Only conclusions (Express) 
Express reports that Kosovo’s Security Council headed by Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi held a regular meeting Monday where they discussed the situation in the northern part of the country. According to this daily, Council concluded that the security situation there is tense, but it did not offer suggestions for calming the situation there. Express reports that the same happened at the Local Security Committee in Mitrovica. 

Menzies supports government’s intervention in the north (Zëri)

In an interview for RTK, former U.S. Ambassador to Pristina, John Menzies said the Kosovo Government’s decision to stretch its authority in the north was difficult but necessary. “Only in this way can the territorial integrity of the state of Kosovo be protected. The Government of Kosovo must decide if the north will be a topic in dialogue with Serbia,” Menzies added.
Dacic: Division or protectorate for Serb parts of Kosovo (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that Serbia’s Deputy Prime Minister Ivica Dacic, said in an interview for Russia Today, that the actions of the Government of Kosovo in the north have complicated the situation in Kosovo. “No one can expect or request from Serbia,  for it not to be interested in Kosovo and the Serbs that live there, so it should not be a condition on membership” said Dacic.   “The only possible solution for peace and putting a full stop to all the problems that exist is for Serb parts of Kosovo to remain in Serbia, or be under some temporary international administration, that would not be under Pristina’s jurisdiction,” said Dacic. 
Limaj before the prosecution again (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that even on the jubilee of the establishment of the Democratic Party of Kosovo, its deputy leader, Fatmir Limaj, had to present himself to the prosecution. According to sources, at this session Limaj had to answer to many questions regarding tenders on roads, given by the Ministry of Transport, lead by him for three years, as well as for different conflicts of interest. The same source told this daily that the Prosecutor assured that there is evidence that proves that former Minister Limaj and the Chief of Procurement Nexhat Krasniqi, were involved in different criminal activities. 

Government does not give up on construction of Road 6 (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that despite international opposition, the Government of Kosovo insists that by late 2012 it will prepare all necessary procedures to start construction of the Pristina-Skopje highway, also known as Road 6. Government officials claim that the project will not damage Kosovo’s relations with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), although the latter during negotiations in September did not approve of the project.

The paper also quotes international officials, who preferred to remain anonymous, as saying that during his visit to Washington, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi was told about the negative predictions of the IMF about the capital expenditures for the new highway. 

“The government’s insistence to implement the ‘Road 6’ project will send the country into financial bankruptcy and this fact shows aggravated relations with the International Monetary Fund. Kosovo will continue to be a member of the IMF even if the Government decides to build ‘Road 6’, but it won’t be able to seek financial support from the IMF,” international officials added. 
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Bildt: Pristina is to blame for the situation in the north

· Jahjaga opposes any changes to Ahtisaari Package

· Dacic: Division or protectorate for Serb parts of Kosovo

· Government does not give up on construction of “Road 6”

· Telecom Austria, the only bidder for PTK

· Government proposes sentence of life imprisonment

· Serbs send back EULEX from barricades at Three Towers

Other headlines

· United Arab Emirates pledges to lobby for new recognitions for Kosovo (2)

· Serbian offer is turned down, dialogue heading toward shutdown (3)

· Limaj at the prosecution again (4)

· Residents of the north have faith in institutions (6)

· Basesku: Kosovo’s recognition, after Pristina-Belgrade agreement (6)

· Serbs at roadblock on Ibër Bridge attack Albanian woman with stones (7)
Zëri

Front page

· Serbia’s offer is turned down

· Unity required for the north

· Bad signals from Brussels

· Battle for next president begins

Other headlines

· KSC: Situation in the north with political tensions (2)

· Menzies supports government’s intervention in the north (2)

· Presevo Valley: We want to join Kosovo (2)

· Rogozin to Serbia: In NATO, when you recognize Kosovo (2)

· Jahjaga against Ahtisaari Plus (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· No talks about Gates 1 and 31

· Only Austrians remain in the race for PTK

Other headlines

· Beqiri refutes Hamiti’s candidacy for president (2)

· Kosovo authorities expect fair progress report (2)

· Romania conditions recognition of Kosovo (4)

· Jahjaga against Ahtisaari Plus (4)
Epoka e Re

Front page

· Red lines exist

· New recognitions expected in the following days

· New project code includes life time sentencing 

Other headlines

· Balkans without illusions (2)

· Emirates to help on new recognitions (2)

· Basesku: Rumania will nor recognize Kosovo  (2)

· Jahjaga: Ahtisaari’s Plan offers optimal self governance for Serbs  (2)

· Kuçi visits Brussels (2)

· Calm, except for the north (3)

· Krasniqi requests mature position on the north (5)

· Selimi to leave KSF on 22 November (5)

· Limaj appeared  at the prosecution (7)

Express
Front page

· Fails on the first try

· There is no dialogue

· Only conclusions on the north

Other headlines

· Eastern Kosovo to be included in the discussions (4)

· We do not have a candidate for President (4)

· Egypt political parties to visit Kosovo (4)

· Jovanovic: Serbia a coward state (4)

· Rumania does not recognize Kosovo (5)

· Speaks to Havel (5)

· NATO can change Serbia’s position on Kosovo (6)

· The Valley wants unification (6)

· The story continues (7)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Meetings with Kosovo officials, “behind closed doors”

· Division of Kosovo or Ahtisaari plus, are unacceptable

· Beqiri: LDK does not have a name for President 

· PTK privatization fails

· Serb extremists cause two more incidents 

Other headlines

· Serbia destructive on technical discussions (4)

· Krasniqi: Political parties should clarify their positions on the north (4)

· Krasniqi in Hungary (3)

· Egypt’s candidates for President in Kosovo (3)

· Limaj again at the prosecution, investigated for corruption at the Ministry (4)

· Devenport: Belgrade should return at the dialogue with Pristina  (7)

· NATO can change Serbia’s position on Kosovo (6)

· The Valley wants unification (6)

· The story continues (7)
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