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Main Stories                    11 November 2009
__________________________________________________
· Massimo D’alema to replace Solana (Koha Ditore)

· Sejdiu: Kosovo’s arguments before ICJ are unbroken (Koha Ditore)

· Duel between government and opposition on EC progress report (dailies)

· EP delegation to visit Kosovo (dailies)

· Serbian intellectuals from Belgrade call on Serbs to participate in elections

· Coalitions of interest (Zëri)

· Request for increase of Albanian police in north Mitrovica (Zëri)

· Australia lobbies for Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· The virus in action (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Massimo D’alema to replace Solana (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that the name of Massimo D’alema, former Italian Prime Minister in the time of NATO’s intervention in Kosova, came out surprisingly as a favorite name to replace Javier Solana as EU High Representative for Foreign Policy and Security. 
The paper notes that the post will be very important for Kosova, and the person which is going to hold that position, according to the Lisbon Treaty, which is going to enter into force in the coming few weeks, will have much more competencies than Solana.

“It will be good news for Kosovo if D’alema is confirmed as EU high representative for foreign policy and security. He played a constructive role in Italy’s support during the negotiations for Kosovo’s status and for Kosovo to become an independent state,” said Veton Surroi, member of the Kosovo negotiation team and now head of the Pristina-based Foreign Policy Club.

Sejdiu: Kosovo’s arguments before ICJ are unbroken (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore quotes President Fatmir Sejdiu as saying that historical, judicial and constitutional arguments at the International Court of Justice are on Kosovo’s side.

Sejdiu preferred not to comment on the advisory opinion which the highest international justice body is expected to make, but emphasized that the process of Kosovo’s statehood is irreversible and all facts are on its side.

“I don’t want to pre-empt the decision and I don’t want to talk about hypothesis. But Kosovo’s arguments are unbroken,” President Sejdiu said. He also added that Serbia cannot prove ownership over Kosovo with any judicial act and that this is now clear even to Serb researchers.

Duel between government and opposition on EC progress report (dailies)

Several dailies report that last month the Assembly Committee on European Integration and the LDD parliamentary group asked for an assembly debate on the European Commission’s progress report for Kosovo. Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi said the Government would make a presentation about the report, whereas LDD leader Nexhat Daci said he would not attend the debate if Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi won’t be present. Under the front-page headline Boycott if Thaçi doesn’t attend, Zëri too that the opposition will not attend the 26th November debate if Thaçi does not report on the challenges of the progress report.

EP delegation to visit Kosovo (dailies)

A seven-member delegation from the European Parliament chaired by the German member of the parliament, Doris Pack, is expected to visit Kosovo during local elections. “We welcome the commitment of the authorities toward democracy and call on the voters to take part in Sunday’s local elections,” said Pack.  The delegation is to visit several polling stations across Kosovo including some in the newly-established municipalities. 

Serbian intellectuals from Belgrade call on Serbs to participate in elections

Dailies report that during a debate organized in Gracanica on Monday, a group of Serbian intellectuals from Belgrade have called on Kosovo Serbs to not listen to Belgrade and to participate in 15th November local elections in Kosovo. Serbian intellectuals also advised that the participation of Kosovo Serbs in elections would be their best opportunity to improve their life conditions.

Sonja Biserko, chairperson of the Belgrade-based Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, said the situation of Serbs in Kosovo is extremely politicized. “Our goal was to explain to the Serb community in Kosovo that dialogue is the only way to move forward and they should be part of processes including the local elections on November 15th which are a very good opportunity for the Serb community to have a direct impact on improving their life conditions,” Biserko added.

Coalitions of interest (Zëri)

The paper reports on the front page that four days before the first local elections in independent Kosovo, most political parties have not decided with whom they will join forces in local government. Although some parties have stated they are right-wing, left-wing or centre-based, they haven’t ruled out the possibility of forming coalitions with any political party, depending on certain interests.

Request for increase of Albanian police in north Mitrovica (Zëri)

Representatives of the Albanian community living in the north Mitrovica asked for deployment of more Albanian members of the Kosovo Police to this part of the city so that they feel safer. According to the residents, majority of police in the north is of Serb community. The residents called on the local and international institutions to appoint an Albanian deputy commander in the northern police station. 

Australia lobbies for Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Australian Ambassador to Kosovo, resident in Vienna, Michael Potts, has committed himself to convince the countries of the Pacific Ocean to establish diplomatic relations with Kosovo as soon as possible. 
“We will encourage some of our neighboring countries to recognize Kosovo’s independence, and among them there is a good mood to move further and in most cases there is a lack of autocratic will. Therefore we need to encourage them to formalize their good will towards Kosovo,” said Ambassador Potts. 

The virus in action (Express)

Express reports in the leading front-page story that 329 people in northern Mitrovica have been registered as suspects with signs of swine flu. On the national level, the Ministry of Health confirmed that 19 persons are infected. There are enough Tamiflu capsules. Vaccines are expected to arrive in December as a donation by the World Health Organization. Dependable from the situation Ministry of Education is in readiness for closure of schools. However, the officials say that there is no room for panic.

The number of infected from the virus can be much higher than the official numbers made public on Tuesday from the Ministry of Health. This is for the fact that the Ministry does not have direct contacts with health institutions in the northern part of the country.

Milan Jakovlevic, director of the hospital in northern Mitrovica, said on Tuesday that the number of patients of Serb nationality with the symptoms of this virus in that area of the country is very high. “So far, 329 patients have asked for medical treatment in our hospital, and they have been registered with clinical signs of the virus AH1N1,” Jakovlevic said.

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Massimo D’Alema to replace to Solana

· Australia lobbies for Kosovo’s recognition in the Pacific

· Kosovo’s arguments at the ICJ are unbeatable

· Duel between government and opposition over the progress report

· A budget that addresses only emergency needs

· Serbian intellectuals: Don’t listen to Belgrade, go out and vote

Other headlines

· Healthcare authorities “in fever” about the swine flu (2)

· Ad hoc delegation of the European Parliament in Kosovo for elections (4)

· Mustafa promises €700 million investments in Pristina (5)

· Matoshi: The [totalitarian] Albanian language of the Prime Minister (10)

· Zogiani: The statement that didn’t attract enough attention (11)

Zëri

Front page

· Coalitions of interest

· A stable security situation in Kosovo

· Sejdiu: ICJ has impeded recognitions for Kosovo

· Boycott, if Thaçi doesn’t attend

· Serbian intellectuals: Serbs, go out and vote

· Coordination to prevent spread of AH1N1

Other headlines

· Australia can do a lot for Kosovo (2)

· Request for increased presence of Albanian policemen in northern Mitrovica (4)

· A European Parliament delegation visits Kosovo (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· 400 millions not returned to Kosovar economy

· Historic Sunday

· Motion against Thaçi turned down

· “Kosova e Re”, change of tender welcomed

· 19 cases of A H1N1 in Kosovo

· Editorial: The opportunity that should not be wasted

Other headlines

· Thaçi: On the right track (2)

· European parliamentarians to visit Kosovo on Sunday for elections (4)

· Strong at ICJ (4)

· Kosovo and Australia toward strengthening relations (4)

· Janjic: After boycott, partition (4)

· Haliti: Characteristics of local elections (17)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Sejdiu: Road to EU depends on our work

Other headlines

· Local elections in Kosovo split Serbs (2)

· European parliamentarians to visit Kosovo (2)

· Assembly to debate on the progress report on 26 November (3)

· Thaçi: Situation in Kosovo calm and very stable (3)

· Haraqija: The power won with words! (14)

· Haliti: Characteristics of local elections (14)

Express

Front page

· Virus in action

· Neighbours move freely

Other headlines

· Assembly to review progress report (4)

· Security in Kosovo calm and stable (4)

· EP to visit Kosovo (6)

· Trajkovic accuses Belgrade (8)

Lajm
Front page

· Optimistic about the Hague

· Plus two AH1N1
Other headlines 

· Satisfying security (2)

· Kosovo in the turistic fair of London (8)

· New tender for Kosova e Re (8)
· Beqaj takes part in the Vienna economical forum (8)
· IMF is ready for debts in Balkans (10)
· USAID informed for the problems in agriculture (9)

Bota Sot 
Front page

· Sejdiu: Kosovo has only one dilemma, entering in EU and NATO
Other headlines 
· Australia encourages neighbouring countries to recognize independence of Kosovo (2)
· Teki Dervishi: Vote, otherwise Albanians win! (5)

· 19 people infected from the devastating flu (8)
Infopress

Front page

· Number of persons infected with A H1 N1 in Kosovo increases

· Overall situation in Kosovo calm and stable

Other headlines

· Commission on intelligence soon (2)

· Trajkovic accuses Belgrade (2)

· EULEX ready for 15 November (3)

· Australia lobbies for Kosovo (4)

· An EP delegation to visit Kosovo (4)

· Meta and Rasmussen discuss Kosovo (5)

· Schwartz-Schilling: Independence of Kosovo inevitable (5)

Belgrade Media Highlights    10 November

· Bentler: Reduction of KFOR not to endanger security (Politika)

· Call to Serbs in Kosovo to vote (Danas/FoNet)

· New Zealand recognizes Kosovo (Danas)

· DS: Vojvodina Statute completely in line with Serbian Constitution (Press)

· Kostunica: Vojvodina following Montenegro’s path (Press)

Bentler: Reduction of KFOR not to endanger security (Politika)

The reduction of the number of KFOR soldiers will not influence stability and security of any community in Kosovo, KFOR Commander Markus Bentler said in the Media Center in Caglavica. “We know there are always risks, such as dissidence among different ethnic groups, tensions in the north, especially in Kosovska Mitrovica, but not in other places. These are the places of greatest concern for us,” he said. “There is also the unresolved political situation regarding the status, where the decision of the International Court of Justice is awaited,” said Bentler, adding that, despite all those factors, there is a good security situation.

Call to Serbs in Kosovo to vote (Danas/FoNet)

A group of around 100 public figures have called Serbs in Kosovo to take part in the local elections on 15 November, as they would thus demonstrate responsibility for their own future. “Only by actively taking part in Kosovo’s political life can the Serb community resolve the most important daily problems: status and property, security, economic, social and other issues of existential importance,” reads the appeal from the Helsinki Human Rights Committee.

New Zealand recognizes Kosovo (Danas)

New Zealand has become the 63rd country that recognized independence of Kosovo, the Foreign Ministry in Pristina announced. The recognition was conducted by establishing diplomatic relations, i.e. by the consent for the accreditation of the Kosovo ambassador to Great Britain Muhamet Hamiti.

DS: Vojvodina Statute completely in line with Serbian Constitution (Press)

The Democratic Party (DS) has drafted an analysis of the Vojvodina Statute according to which the adopted document is in line with the Constitution. The analysis reads that the “preamble and the first article of the Statute unambiguously states that the autonomy of Vojvodina stems exclusively from the Serbian Constitution” and that “Vojvodina is permanently and invariably an inseparable part of Serbia.” “No document of any provincial body or any referendum can bring into question that fact,” reads the analysis that explains the disputable items of the Statute.   

Kostunica: Vojvodina following Montenegro’s path (Press)

The leader of the Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS) Vojislav Kostunica tells Press that Vojvodina, with such a statute and law on jurisdictions, is heading towards secession from Serbia, according to the same model that Montenegro used. He says that “Serbia’s destiny” is now in the hands of the parliament members who need to pass these two documents. However, the Chairman of the Vojvodina Committee of the Socialist Party of Serbia (SPS) Dusan Bajatovic tells Danas that “thanks to the SPS amendments to the draft statute, Novi Sad will not be the capital of Vojvodina, but its administrative centre. The Socialists have managed to prevent Vojvodina’s autonomy to return to the 1974 Constitution. Bad experience from that period will never repeat. Now we have documents that are the right measure for both Vojvodina and Serbia.”
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