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· Ukë leaves father’s party and joins AAK (Koha Ditore, dailies)
· Resigning Government minimizes Report’s remarks (Koha Ditore)

· Feith: Kosovo to fulfill EC recommendations (Zëri)

· Belgrade officially against the participation of Serbs, unofficial pro (Koha)

· Daci declared guilty for damage of Kosovo budget (Koha Ditore, dailies)

· They want Rahovec (Express)
· Geci: Thank god I didn’t have the gun with me (Express, Koha Ditore)

· Government does not allow Bogdanovic to enter Kosovo (Epoka e Re)
· Jeremic: A historic chance for compromise with Albanians (Epoka e Re) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Ukë leaves father’s party and joins AAK (Koha Ditore, dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that Ukë Rugova on Wednesday has joined forces with AAK, with the aim to defeat, in the December elections, the party which was headed by his father, Ibrahim Rugova, for 17 years in a row – LDK. Not only him, but the entire ‘LDK-Ibrahim Rugova’ list that has contested the party elections process has joined the party of Ramush Haradinaj. Even though this is named as a pre-election coalition, legally it won’t one because the legal deadline where political parties could apply to CEC as pre-election coalitions ended a day before. Furthermore, the list did not even apply for certification in CEC. 
The family members of President Rugova have expressed their unhappiness in the way Ukë was invited by Isa Mustafa to be part of LDK. In LDK they have said that the invitation was sincere and that the doors of this party for Ukë are open, even now. The son of the former President did not like it when journalists asked him why he decided to join AAK after such a short period of political activity. “No, not in any way, we are not ending in AAK. We are the ‘LDK-Ibrahim Rugova’ list, as we have said earlier, we are part of LDK, but unfortunately all the doors were closed for us to have the possibility to function inside LDK”, said Ukë Rugova.

Resigning Government minimizes Report’s remarks (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that serious remarks of the 2010 Progress Report for Kosovo, on public sector, procurement, judiciary, implementation of law and the lack of fight against corruption and organized crime, have been extremely minimized by the Government in resignation. The resigning Minister for European integrations, Besim Beqaj, said that the report is positive, adding that this was expected. “The language used in the report, used by the experts of the European Commission this year, clearly shows the progress that the Kosovo Government made in respective fields. This progress is even clearer, if compared to the previous report,” said Beqaj.  

Feith: Kosovo to fulfill EC recommendations (Zëri)

Zëri reports that the European Union Special Envoy, Pieter Feith, appealed to the population of Kosovo to keep a positive attitude towards European integrations. “The Progress Report stresses many improvements achieved during the last twelve months,” said Feith, through a press release. Feith also encouraged Kosovo authorities to constructively consider recommendations and remarks and work on overcoming the challenges identified in the report of this year.  

Belgrade officially against the participation of Serbs, unofficial pro (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Belgrade officials say that Serbia is against the turnout of Serbs in elections in Kosovo. However, unofficial sources say that there are stimulations within parties to form one political list in the name of the state and there won’t be threats from Serbia for those who will participate in elections. The official announcement emphasizes that there are no conditions for the government to call on Serbs to take part and that the government considers that talks about the future of Kosovo are inevitable and acceptable by both parties. Sources of Koha Ditore close with the Serb government say that those statements have been accepted in a softer form because some Serb political parties will, after all, take part.

Daci declared guilty for damage of Kosovo budget (Koha Ditore, dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that five years after he fixed his teeth with porcelain and bought glasses with the money of the state, Daci has been sentenced to one and a half years in prison. He was found guilty by a judicial body of the District Court in Pristina for two of three criminal acts which he was charged, which have to do with appropriation during the undertaking of official duties. The head of LDD has been found guilty of two criminal acts during the time when he was heading the Kosovo assembly, however, he will not go to jail for two years if he does not commit any other criminal act. The judicial body headed by the EULEX judge, Buatier de Mongeot, conditioned Daci’s conviction with not exercising state functions for two years, but this sentence will not be executed if he does not commit another criminal act, reports the paper.
They want Rahovec (Express) 
Express reports that LDK and AAK have on Wednesday opened their electoral campaign for the extraordinary elections for the Mayor of Rahovec. The head of LDK, Isa Mustafa, said he was convinced of victory, while the deputy head of AAK, Naim Maloku, requested citizens not to vote for those parties who violated the constitution.

Geci: Thank god I didn’t have the gun with me (Express, Koha Ditore)

Express reports that to give more explanation about the incident in Klan Kosova, Gani Geci organized a press conference. Apart from apologizing publicly, he congratulated himself that he did not have his gun with him during the verbal conflict, leaving the understanding that if he had had it, something bad could have happened.

Government does not allow Bogdanovic to enter Kosovo (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports that the so-called Minister for Kosovo in the Serbian government, Goran Bogdanovic, was on Wednesday denied entry into Kosovo. The news was also confirmed by the Kosovo Police Information Officer, Arbër Beka, who said that the Kosovo government has released a decision for prohibition of movement of Goran Bogdanovic. “Police had a decision of the government of the Republic of Kosovo, according to which, the so-called minister for Kosovo, Goran Bogdanovic, is banned from entering the territory of the Republic of Kosovo. According to the information of Kosovo police, until 1700 hrs of Wednesday, Bogdanovic did not try to enter into the territory of Kosovo”, said Beka. In a press communiqué released by the Ministry for Kosovo, which functions in the framework of the Serb government, it was said that Pristina authorities have prevented minister Bogdanovic to visit Kosovo.

Jeremic: A historic chance for compromise with Albanians (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that Serbia’s Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic announced, at the meeting of the Council of European Ministers, that all European countries at the Council as well as other part of the world support dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina, adding that he hopes for a historic compromise between Serbs and Albanians. According to Serbian media, Jeremic announced that Kosovo is one of the most sensitive issues of the Council of Europe. “Our peace-loving policy, based on principals will not change,” said Jeremic. 
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore
Front page

· Uke leaves his father’s party, joins AAK

· Government in resignation minimizes remarks of the Report

· Belgrade, officially against participation of Serbs

· Law on deputies’ privileges, at the Constitutional Court  

Other headlines

· Geci: Thank god…I was not carrying my gun (4)

· Daci, guilty for misuse of Kosovo budget (5)

· Rexhep Selimi joins Vetëvendosje (6)

· EC: Government has initiated projects without fiscal projects (8)

Zëri

Front page

· AAK “grabs” Ukë Rugova

· Thaçi leads the list, Buzhala & Co join the list

· Journalists condemn Geci’s behaviour 

· Nexhat Daci, sentenced 

· Report of challenges or stagnations? 

Other headlines

· Balkans should not loose enthusiasm and hope (2)

· Feith: Kosovo to fulfil recommendations (3)

· “Fol” requests wallets of the political parties (5)

· Haxha: I am cooperating with EULEX (6)

· Serbia against participation of Serbs in elections (8)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Ukë Rugova with AAK

· Final Bargaining

· Visas, Kosovo has fulfilled the criteria

· Nexhat Daci with conditional sentence for 1,5 year 

· Rexhep Selimi in Vetëvendosje

Other headlines

· CEC, without an answer for the three leaders (2)

· Azem Syla in PDK list (2)

· Serbia calls Kosovo Serbs to boycott elections (2)

· Corruption, a major problem for Kosovo (4)

· Politicians impeded progress (4)

· Some of the nominated judges and prosecutors, have files (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Continues to ruin LDK

· PTK 2008/2010, increase for 50 percent 

· Rugova family: Isa’s offer, insulting and humiliating 

· Gjilan also disappointed with Isa

· PDK unanimously approves the list of deputies

Other headlines

· Rompuy: EU should accept Balkan countries (2)

· Serbia should accept Kosovo before joining EU (2)

· Jeremic: A case for historic compromise with Albanians (2)

· Slovenia supports Balkan’s joining of EU (2)

· Report, much more positive than the last year’s (3)

· Selimi: I found myself in Vetëvendosje (6)

· Government does not allow Bogdanovic to enter Kosovo (7)
Express
Front page

· Court shows him the teeth

· Ukë Rugova renews alliance

· Thanks got I did not have my gun

Other headlines

· PDK with the list (3)

· Fatmir Rexhepi leaves LDK (5) 

· They want Rahovec (5)

· The politicians fault (6)

· Rompuy: Balkan should not lose hope (13)

Lajm
Front page

· Uke and Bukushi with Ramush

· They accept the remarks, improvement promised

· The lists at the last minute

Other headlines

· Rompuy: Balkan to be integrated in EU (2) 

· Serbia in EU, when it recognizes Kosovo (2)

· Feith: Report reflects the progress  (2)

· Jeremic request historic compromise with Albanians (2)

· Rexhep Selimi joins Vetëvendosje (3)

· Degert: Serbs to take part in elections (4)

· Geci reasons its action (4)

· Daci victim of glasses and teeth (4)

· Still without law on pensions (5)
Bota Sot 
Front page

· Rugova family distance themselves from Isa Mustafa and LDK
· The leader of LDD Daci declared guilty, sentenced 18 months conditioned
Other headlines 
· The EC report to serve as wake up bell (2)
· Buehler: The KFOR troops reduction will continue (6)

· Fitou: The election of Mustafa in the head of LDK, a big hope (7)

· PSHDK and Rexhep Gjergji join AAK (9)

· Geci: Klan Kosova invited me in the show, but afterwards it refused me (9)

· Five candidates start the race for mayor of Rahovec (11)

· PDK keeps secret the names of the elections list (11)

· The law does not stop candidacy of Haradinaj (11)

· LDD says that conviction of Daci is mounted (11)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Familja Rugova distanced themselves from Isa
Other headlines 
· Kosovo has made progress (2)
· Today the final lists of candidates for members of assembly (3)

· Renews the agreement with AAK (4)

· Fatmir Rexhepi leaves LDK (4)
· Daci sentenced with one and a half year in jail (5)

· Geci: I won’t apologise (5)
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