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· Thaçi “fishes” for LDK assembly members (Koha) 

· Lehne: Both parties to benefit from results of dialogue (Koha)

· Dr. Ibrahim Rugova List part of political bargaining (Express)

· Mustafa holds PDK accountable for 30,000 votes in Skënderaj and Drenas 

· Nazim Bllaca looking for a job in the Ministry of Interior Affairs (Koha)

· Trade Unions warn Thaçi (Zëri)

· Police to confiscate license plates issued by Serbia for Kosovo (dailies)

· Serbia tries to catch Çeku through Croatia (Koha) 

· Dick Marty avoids TV debate with Behgjet Pacolli (Epoka e Re)

· Unhappy with UNMIK (Epoka e Re)

· UNMIK’s problems (Express) 
Kosovo Media Highlights

Thaçi “fishes” for LDK MPs (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that PDK leader Hashim Thaçi is counting to include LDK MPs in the majority that he aspires to lead after the announcement of final election results. 
International sources within a diplomatic mission in Pristina told the paper on Tuesday that Thaçi has already received some positive answers from potential assembly members of Isa Mustafa’s LDK. The source mentioned two names and preferred not to reveal the identity of others. 
“Thaçi is already fishing for possible individual members of Assembly,” said the international diplomat preferring to remain anonymous. “So far there are four LDK MPs who have said yes”. 
On the other hand, LDK and AAK expressed their belief that their MPs will not help the PDK. However, they said that MPs are free to decide where they want to be listed. 
Astrit Haraqia, an LDK official who is part of Dr. Ibrahim Rugova List, said in an interview for Klan Kosova that the List will have enough MPs to form its own parliamentary group. Haraqia spoke with a soft rhetoric towards PDK and its leader. He said he was ready together with the List to negotiate with Thaçi for joining the government. Although the List did not win many mandates, Haraqia said they remain an important partner in creation of the future government.

Lehne: Both parties to benefit from results of dialogue (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that January will not only be a month of consultations to create the next ruling coalition but also a month of frequent meetings with European diplomats who will visit Pristina with the aim of moving forward dialogue with Belgrade. 
Italian Foreign Minister Franco Frattini said he will visit Kosovo and Serbia in January. The paper notes that many other diplomats, including Stefan Lehne, political director in the Austrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, will also visit Pristina.

Lehne told the paper that the start of dialogue depends essentially on Pristina. He did not want to confirm that he will be visiting Pristina but said that Austria is willing to help.

“I hope dialogue will start soon. Belgrade says it is ready. The EU too is ready to immediately provide a facilitating role. Therefore, the start of dialogue depends on Pristina. The earlier the talks start, the earlier we will have concrete results and both parties will benefit from such results,” Lehne was quoted as saying.

Dr. Ibrahim Rugova List part of political bargaining (Express)

Express reports on the front page that the Dr. Ibrahim Rugova List, led by Ukë Rugova, the son of late Kosovo President Rugova, claims to have six MPs: Ukë Rugova, Bujar Bukoshi, and four LDK MPs who are expected to join the List’s parliamentary group.

Astrit Haraqia, representative of the List, told Express on Tuesday that they would negotiate with PDK leader Hashim Thaçi to join the ruling coalition. “We will negotiate with the incumbent Prime Minister if he invites us. We are open. We don’t have political opponents or red lines. We have political rivals,” said Haraqia. “We don’t want only ministerial posts because we were ministers, but we will discuss programs and policies.”

Meanwhile, the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK) says it does not want to comment on movements within Parliament but said it was willing to talk and negotiate with representatives of the Dr. Ibrahim Rugova List.

Mustafa holds PDK accountable for 30,000 votes in Skënderaj and Drenas 
Koha Ditore reports that LDK leader Isa Mustafa said on Tuesday that PDK should answer for the lack of 30,000 votes in Drenas and Skenderaj, in the 9 January revote compared to the 12 December elections. 
“They (PDK) have to argument and answer to the people of Kosovo why in only two municipalities we have a difference of 30,000 votes. Why did PDK drop from 240 thousand votes to 200 thousand votes, where did those votes go, where did they vapor and who filled the boxes,” Mustafa was quoted as syaing. 
Arguing that irregularities marred the 9 January revote too, Mustafa reiterated the position that there should be new general elections in Kosovo.
Nazim Bllaca looking for a job in the Ministry of Interior Affairs (Koha)

Koha Ditore runs an extensive interview with Nazim Bllaca, the self-proclaimed hitman of the former Kosovo Intelligence Service (SHIK). Bllaca told the paper he is glad that the legal process against him and others is going smoothly and expects a marathon trial to begin in January next year. He said he expects the trial to shed light on all crimes committed in the post-war period and also expects the court to sentence him to 40 years in prison.

Bllaca, for the first time, said that in the first six months after the war 456 people were killed in Kosovo and 600 in the first 12 months. Bllaca also said he was one of those who claimed these people’s lives.

“If they [the PDK, paper’s remark] get an important ministry for example the Ministry of Interior Affairs, I believe they will find a job for me. I deserve it because I was a big criminal. I believe they will find a job for me. I don’t ask for much, only a small office,” Bllaca is quoted as saying in the subheader of the interview.
Trade Unions warn Thaçi (Zëri)

Head of the Kosovo Independent Trade Unions Haxhi Arifi called on PM Hashim Thaçi to stick to his promises for pay increase or else the unions will immediately take measures like staging protests and strikes. However, Arifi said they do not believe there will not be any pay raise. “We are no skeptical, I believe this will happen,” said Arifi in a press conference. 

Police to confiscate license plates issued by Serbia for Kosovo (dailies)

Dailies report that Interior Affairs Minister Bajram Rexhepi has ordered Kosovo Police to confiscate license plates that Serbia has released for Kosovo regions and which were seen in the northern part of the country. 
Rexhepi said the state of Kosovo would not tolerate its sovereignty to be violated by such license plates. Belgrade has released license plates with its international code SRB for seven regions of Kosovo. The region of Mitrovica, according to him will have the code KM, which will be marked under the symbol of Republic of Serbia, while the region of Pristina PR, Ferizaj UR. Such license plates were spotted recently in Kosovo especially in the northern part of Mitrovica, in mainly Serb-inhabited municipalities such as Zvecan, Leposavic and Zubin Potok.

Serbia tries to catch Çeku through Croatia (Koha) 

Based on Croatian daily Jutarnji List, Koha Ditore reports that Agim Çeku’s Croatian citizenship might cause him trouble. Serbian authorities are reportedly trying to put him behind bars through an issued international warrant for arrest through for three Croatians accused for war crimes in Vukovar, and for an Albanian with a Croatian citizenship, for crimes. “After the arrest of Tihomir Purda in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the lists of Interpol carries the names of Petar Janjic, Danko Maslovit, suspected for war crimes in Vukovar, as well as Agim Çeku and Sinisa Misic, suspected for crimes in Kosovo,” reports this daily.  

Dick Marty avoids TV debate with Behgjet Pacolli (Epoka e Re)

The paper reports that Dick Marty, Swiss senator and author of a recent report that accuses the KLA of being involved in organ trafficking, has refused to attend a TV debate in Switzerland where AKR leader Behgjet Pacolli was also supposed to attend. 
Pacolli told the paper he was invited to the show but said the show got cancelled after Marty refused to attend. Pacolli said he prepared some questions for Marty that he hoped would get answers to in the show such as when did he visit Kosovo and Albania for the first time, whether he knows how many organ transplants are carried out in Zurich’s modern hospital, and what are his ties to former ICTY prosecutor Carla del Ponte.
Unhappy with UNMIK (Epoka e Re)

The paper quotes Mitrovica local leaders as saying that two road infrastructure projects have been implemented that will have a direct impact on improving the freedom of movement of citizens. However, Albanian residents have complained that UNMIK has not invested in projects for their neighbourhoods. Mitrovica municipal official Rasim Veseli said Albanian residents have no support from UNMIK in the north. “They had problems for the road they use to move to the other side of the city. We took the decision to implement the projects: stairs, protective wall and the road,” said Veseli.

UNMIK’s problems (Express) 

Express reports that lack of considering the agreements signed after war, is causing problems on their implementation. All these multilateral and bilateral agreements made by UNMIK, should have been reconsidered by local institutions. According to experts, these agreements are an obstacle for a proper implementation of the agreements, as is the case with CEFTA. However government officials do not consider reasonable their reconsideration, explaining that these issues are clarified by law and Constitution. “Ahtisari’s package foresees clearly that Kosovo is full-fledged successor of these agreements and takes over all the obligations and responsibilities that UNMIK could have had earlier.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Thaçi fishing for LDK MPs

· Nazim Bllaca looking for a job in the Ministry of Interior Affairs

· Lehne: Both parties to benefit from results of dialogue

· Serbia tries to catch Çeku through Croatia

· Police ordered to confiscate license plates from Serbia

· Hashim Thaçi, most voted PDK official

· Reporters without Borders condemn attack against Matoshi

· Doctor Vampire arrested in his homeland

· MTPT accused of endangering public interest 

Other headlines

· Mustafa holds PDK accountable for 30,000 votes in Skenderaj and Drenas (2)

· EU waits for the end of election process to take a position (3)

· Member of Serb Territorial Defense and Cetnicki Pokret arrested (7)

· Institutional collapse delays “Kosova e Re” project (8)

Zëri
Front page

· List of most voted leaders

· President Obama congratulates Krasniqi and Thaçi

· MIA orders confiscation of Serbian license plates

· Delay with consequences

Other headlines

· Mustafa to Thaçi: Where are 30,000 votes (2)

· Thaçi is legitimate for Belgrade (2)

· Turkish doctor in Medicus case arrested (4)

· Trade Union warns Thaçi (5)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Mustafa: Thaçi in a ‘tight’ position

· Thaçi and Mustafa, the most voted candidates 

· Lunacek in favour of elections in 2011

· Understanding for Kosova e Re power plant 

· Editorial: Politics to blame  

Other headlines

· Election reform, urgent (2)

· Frattini to visit Kosovo (3)

· Against talks for the north (3)

· Serwer: Albanian unification, terrible idea (3)

· Over 61 complaints for revote (5)

· Turkish doctor Sonmez arrested (13)

· Rexhepi and Ivanovic clash over license plates (16)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Isa disappeared LDK in Drenica 

· Only RKS

· Decision on complaints on Thursday

· Marty avoids TV debate with Pacolli

· Berisha in Strasbourg to lobby against Dick Marty’s report

Other headlines

· Gardetto refuses to comment of witnesses declared dead (2)

· Frattini to visit Kosovo (2)

· Jusuf Sonmez, suspect in Medicus case arrested (4)

· Skenderaj with three MPs (6)

· Unhappy with UNMIK (8)

Express

Front page

· The list on market

· Evidence for Deda

· Requests explanation from Thaçi

· The Turkish citizen from Medicus affair arrested 

Other headlines

· Kerquki: Coalition of deputies (2)

· Rexhepi: Too much negativity (3)

· Thaçi legitimate for Belgrade (4)

· Delays ruin the image (4)

· Frattini to visit Kosovo (5)

· Not concerned (6)

· Prepare for Marty (6)

· New Serbian licence plates confiscated (7)

· Arifi: Either salaries or protests (10)

· UNMIK’s problems (11)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Americans deployed in the north, raise hopes for unification
· Kosovo diplomacy in “winter’s sleep”

Other headlines

· Albanians agree to overthrow Marty’s report – in Strasbourg  (2)

· Ramush Haradinaj will (not) return to Kosovo on 12 January (4)
· Dervishi: Feith and Lunacek are washing their hands with black water (5)

· Supreme Court boils with complaints for elections (6)

· Serb arrested as suspect for car explosion  (6)

· Mustafa calls for change of law and then elections (7)

· PDK does not put red lines for any political party (8)

· Kosovo to be divided in election zones (10)

· The raise of salary to be respected or face strikes! (11)

Infopress
Front page

· Republic of Kosovo in the north

· Losers are contesting the elections 

Other headlines

· Serbs want to register in Kosovo (2)

· We did not change our stance (3)

· Pan-Albanian unification, a destructive idea (4)

· Albania did not react at the Council of Europe (4) 

· ECAP, 69 complaintys for re-voting (5)

· Thaçi, legitimate for Belgrade (5)

· Rexhepi ordered police to confiscate new Serbian license plates (10)

Belgrade Media Update  
   11 January
· Pristina keeps evading dialogue (Vecernje Novosti and Danas, 11 January 2011)

· Jeremic and Jovanovic’s duel over Kosovo (Politika, 11 January 2011)
· Kosovo is an American failure (Vecernje Novosti, 11 January 2011)

· The Black Hole (Danas Editorial, 11 January 2011)
· Government-formation in Bosnia-Herzegovina still blocked (Politika, 11 January 2011)
· Obligation and duty (Vecernje Novosti , 11 January 2011)
· Croatian refugees appeal to Europe (Vecernje Novosti, 11 January 2011)

Pristina keeps evading dialogue (Vecernje Novosti and Danas, 11 January 2011)

Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic told Vecernje Novosti that Belgrade was fully ready for dialogue on Kosovo, unlike Pristina, which is doing nothing to that end.  He underscored that negotiations should start right after the formation of the Kosovo institutions, after the parliamentary elections have been verified.  The minister believes that it is in the interest of both Serbs and Albanians for talks on unresolved issues in Kosovo to begin as soon as soon as Kosovo forms new institutions.  “We expect the negotiations to start as soon as possible, because we feel it is in the interest of both Serbs and ethnic Albanians to begin discussions on Kosovo's open issues,” Bogdanovic said.  “All those with good will and realistic views know that the current situation in Kosovo cannot be sustained and suits no one, which is why proper and honest negotiations must be held, to reach a compromise between Serbs and ethnic Albanians and solve everyday issues in our province," he said.  Bogdanovic rejected any doubts about the Serbian government's willingness to start the talks, adding that his ministry had formed a working group to lobby for the negotiating team.  He positioned that “the province of Kosovo’s status will have to be one of the topics, because all of the issues on the table are related to it”.  Serbia will negotiate with any legitimate representatives of Kosovo Albanians, he said commenting on whether the government would still be willing to sit down with the Kosovo authorities if Kosovo's Prime Minister Hashim Thaci was chosen to take part in the talks. 
However, the Serbian government also wants the allegations against Thaci investigated, he added. 
State Secretary Oliver Ivanovic told Danas that elections in Kosovo and the Marty report have influenced the fact that the Belgrade-Pristina talks have been “postponed indefinitely.”  The government in Belgrade has its platform for the negotiations, he stated, and it's a secret document.  “However, it is clear that we cannot leave the constitutional framework,” Ivanovic stressed, adding that a partition of Kosovo “is not the Serbian government's official policy.”
“I am not saying that some individuals are not wishing for it to happen, but that's not the official policy. I am also not ruling out that this will be the international community's offer once the Belgrade-Pristina dialogue is over,” Ivanovic said.  He believes that Thaci will form the next government in Kosovo, and that it will “not survive for more than two to two and a half years, considering who the coalition partners are.”  “The international community will put together a Hashim Thaci government and then in the next two years they will try to build up a new leader who could replace him. There's another possibility, and that is that by some miracle Ramush Haradinaj is set free by The Hague (Tribunal), and then he'll try to bring the Thaci government down," Ivanovic told the daily, adding that this was “not likely to happen.”  Ivanovic cautioned that “foreigners will certainly start creating a new personality" in Kosovo, since they obviously “failed with (creating) some urban personalities.” "Kosovo is not ready for a civil option. They will try to affirm the next Kosovo leader from one of the radical parties," Ivanovic concluded.

Jeremic and Jovanovic’s duel over Kosovo (Politika, 11 January 2011)

Following yesterday’s statement by Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic in an RTS talk show “Question” that there will be no changes in Serbia’s foreign policy, President of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) Cedomir Jovanovic assessed that “Serbia is heading unready toward the Kosovo negotiations.”   Foreign policy of Serbia, Jeremic said, is stable adding that “the politics of the LDP towards Kosovo is contained in that party’s manifest, which says that ‘not a single citizen of Serbia should have a problem with a separatist Kosovo ’.”  Jeremic was categorical that he, and a large number of citizens, face the Kosovo problem head-on, while “the policy of the LDP is actually against the Constitution and unsustainable.’ In reaction to Jeremic’s statement, Jovanovic said that the Minister’s position regarding the success of Serbian foreign policy is “a hallucination.”  Commenting on Jeremic’s statement that “the negotiation process on Kosovo has been opened,” Jovanovic said that “the process which has been opened is another disaster and humiliation for the country.”

Kosovo is American failure (Vecernje Novosti, 11 January 2011)

“The revelations just keep coming, and the evidence mounts that Washington’s policy since the mid-1990s regarding Kosovo has been stubbornly obtuse,” writes Ted Galen Carpenter, of the Cato Institute in Washington, for the National Interest Journal.  He describes Council of Europe Rapporteur Dick Marty’s report on the Kosovo Liberation Army’s involvement in the trafficking of human organs and killing Serbian prisoners “as the latest blot on American diplomacy.”  According to Carpenter, the Obama administration should reflect on CoE Rapporteur Marty’s report as an opportunity to conduct a comprehensive reassessment of U.S. policy regarding the Kosovo issue. Carpenter refers to “the high-profile role that the United States and its leading NATO allies played in the two-stage process of securing Kosovo’s independence from Serbia.”  He writes that “during the first stage, Clinton administration officials, as well as their cheerleaders in Congress and the news media, portrayed the KLA’s secessionist war “as a stark melodrama featuring noble Albanian Kosovars against their evil Serb oppressors,” describing that as a “grotesque oversimplification of what is in fact a bitter ethnic struggle,” which “eventually led to a NATO aerial assault against Serbia in 1999, which decimated well over 1,000 Serbian civilians, and the subsequent NATO-led military occupation of Kosovo.”  He is convinced that “one of the first actions of the victorious KLA following NATO’s intervention in 1999 was to drive more than 200,000 non-Albanians — not just Serbs, but other ethnic minorities as well — out of the province. Such ethnic cleansing took place under NATO’s watchful eye, yet the alliance forces (led by the U.S.) did nothing at the time or in the years since to reverse this.”  Carpenter reports that “Stage two of the amputation of the province, from a now fully democratic Serbia, was the decision by the United States and the leading European Union powers to recognize Kosovo’s unilateral declaration of independence in early 2008. That action was taken despite vehement criticism from Russia and China about ignoring the UN Security Council.” He concluded that “From the beginning, Washington has been the principal advocate of Kosovo’s separatism, and has worked closely with Thaci and other KLA paramilitary leaders. The outcome has been unsatisfactory at best and shameful at worst.”

The Black Hole (Danas Editorial, 11 January 2011)

Rapporteur Jean Charles Gardetto’s report on witness protection in war crimes trials for former Yugoslavia  should be adopted by the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly (PACE) on January 26, Politika writes.  His report and the report of CoE Rapporteur Dick Marty, in which the current Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaci is qualified as the leader of arms and human organs trafficking group, have stirred up the European support for revealing the truth.  Gardetto noted that there is no adequate witness protection in the province of Kosovo and that those who decide to come forward risk much, even their lives, saying that “there is no law on witness protection in Kosovo at all.” When speaking of the protection of witnesses, Gardetto said, Kosovo is “a black hole” since some witnesses were being murdered because they were ready to talk about war crimes.  The paper writes that Gardetto noted that  an OSCE report “assessed that the UNMIK programme on witnesses suffered from three main deficiencies: lack of sufficient funds; lack of a comprehensive witness protection law and lack of local and international specialized police with expertise in protecting witnesses. In the meantime, EULEX has also set up a witness protection unit and the Rapporteur was reassured to see that the unit seems to work very professionally, although it suffers from a chronic lack of staff.”  There are many limitations to the protection arrangements currently available, not least because the province “has a population of just under two million, with very tight-knit communities where everybody knows everybody else. Witnesses are often perceived as betraying their community when they give evidence, which inhibits possible witnesses from coming forward. Furthermore, many people do not believe that they have a moral or legal duty to testify as a witness in criminal cases,” Gardetto’s report says. However, Politika speculates, the report in its very beginning has been discredited by the sudden appearance of the  brothers Ramizi from Pec whom Gardetto cited as the murdered witnesses in Ramush Haradinaj’s case before the ICTY.   The brothers denied in public any connection with the criminal proceedings against Haradinaj, saying that they are living in Pec and that they will sue Gardetto for false allegations.  The paper assessed that the Mary report is “especially interesting because, apart from Thaci, some American and European diplomats have been accused of not reporting on war crimes and organ trafficking in Kosovo.”  Politika concludes that both reports “have significantly shattered Pristina’s position in the future talks with Belgrade in which, according to announcements, Thaci will participate as a representative of the Albanian people.  What is completely clear is the fact that the reports will not force the countries which recognized Kosovo to reconsider their decision, while the beginning of Belgrade-Pristina talks will be delayed.”
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