[image: image1.jpg]Division of Public Information

MEDIA MONITORING
Headlines

www.unmikonline.org





Main Stories                                 12 February
__________________________________________________
· Sejdiu against talks and UNMIK (Koha Ditore)

· Kosovo is the responsibility of Europe (Koha Ditore)

· Cufaj: The burden of talks (Koha Ditore)

· Feith asks for Belgrade’s help for the north (Koha Ditore)
· Border points 1 and 31 between stability and calls for burning them (Zëri)
· President Obama promises cooperation with Kosovo institutions (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights 

Sejdiu against talks and UNMIK (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports in a front-page story that President Fatmir Sejdiu said yesterday, “We will never accept the approach or the idea presented by UNMIK, which is realistically at the end of its mission, to open and discuss and to move on the issues that Serbia has ambitions to address, and which would certainly lead to the degeneration of the Ahtisaari package.” Sejdiu made these remarks after meeting with Luxembourg Foreign Minister Nicolas Schmitt.

President Sejdiu said that the position of Kosovar institutions on the matter remains very clear: the United Nations mission in Kosovo cannot play the role of “builder” of dialogue between the two sides. “We are very clear: UNMIK no longer has this role,” Sejdiu was quoted as saying.

Kosovo is the responsibility of Europe (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore runs an opinion piece by Martti Ahtisaari, Wolfgang Ischinger and Albert Rohan. “Only a united position of the European Union, combined with the statement that Serbia’s membership in the European Union is impossible until this problem is solved in its entirety, could result in a change of positions, both among ordinary Serbs and within their government. Kosovo, on the other hand, needs a clear European perspective and assistance to overcome the major challenges it will face.”

“No one should be deceived by the current relative calmness in Kosovo. The last tragedies in the Balkans have shown that unresolved problems sooner or later turn into open conflicts. There is no time to lose. Those concerned by this should find courage in what U.S. President Barack Obama said in his inauguration speech: ‘The time of non-action, of protecting narrow interests and leaving unpleasant decisions for later – that time is certainly over’.”  

Cufaj: The burden of talks (Koha Ditore)

In an opinion piece in Koha Ditore, columnist Beqë Cufaj writes that technical talks between Pristina and Belgrade should be held, “but in no way immediately”. Cufaj suggests that Kosovo should get rid of UNMIK in the mediation of technical talks, “which in fact is a major obstacle because the UN, namely UNMIK, has not accepted the Ahtisaari Package. Therefore, we should tell them that everything coming from them for Kosovo is against the principles of the package of the elderly Finn.”

“Meanwhile, the burden of the talks will grow together with the fragility of the situation in the northern part of the Republic of Kosovo. After all, what happens in the north and especially what will happen is more of a war of nerves than a danger of escalation. The one that keeps a cold head will also win the battle of nerves in the north,” Cufaj concludes.

Feith asks for Belgrade’s help for the north (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that while talking in his capacity as the EU’s special representative for Kosovo, Pieter Feith said on Wednesday in the European Parliament that the security climate in Kosovo is satisfactory. But the reaction of Pristina toward the six points and the protests of the Serbs in Mitrovica are evidence that the situation remains sensitive. He talked before the committee on foreign politics of the European Parliament.

On EULEX deployment, he said that its work is crucial. “Better and intensified support from the side of Belgrade for the work of the EU in Kosovo is crucial, especially with the behavior of the heads of the municipalities in the north and with the isolation of the hard-line criminals in the north,” he said.
Border points 1 and 31 between stability and calls for burning them (Zëri)
Zëri reports that the leader of the so-called Serb National Council for the north of Kosovo Milan Ivanovic invited Serbs to burn down customs points 1 and 31 on the Kosovo-Serbia border, in the same way the customs points were burned on 19 February 2008 as the sign of revenge against the declaration of independence. 
Representatives of the government and EULEX evaluated that since the establishment of EULEX customs at this two points (in December 2008), the situation is under better control and is expected to improve.

Official Pristina condemned the call to arsonists, while signalling that the violent acts would be met by those responsible for keeping law and order. Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi called on Serbs to refrain from violent acts, and instead consider themselves as equal Kosovo citizens and to participate in the celebration of the one-year anniversary of independence. The EULEX spokeswoman for Police Karin Limdal said that the mission is ready to face every possible incident, but did not want to speculate about the calls for burning again the costums points.

Limdal said that EULEX would not accept a violent attack against its personnel or property that it is administering. “If we are attacked, we will respond in a proportional way and in line with European standards,” she said. 
President Obama promises cooperation with Kosovo institutions (dailies)

Zëri reports that the President of the Republic of Kosovo Fatmir Sejdiu and Prime Minister Hashim Taçi received separate letters of appreciation from the President of the United States, Barack Obama.

In the letters of appreciation, the American president expressed his appreciation for the congratulations messages that were send to him by President Sejdiu and Prime Minister Thaçi on the occasion of the election of Obama as U.S. President. 

“Thank you for your congratulations on the occasion of my election as the president of the United States. I appreciate very much your significant message. I am convinced that we can work together in the spirit of peace and friendship in building a secure world during the next four years. I welcome working with you in the efforts to promote good relations between our two countries,” Obama said in the letter.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Feith asks for Belgrade’s help for the north

· Sejdiu against talks and UNMIK

· Kosovo is the responsibility of Europe

· Highest body of security formed in Kosovo

· So far only six Serbs in the KSF

· Ten years later the drama of “foreign graves” begins

· Sejdiu: Pyromaniacs will face law enforcement justice

Other headlines

· An IMF delegation visits Kosovo, meets Thaçi (2)

· Obama pledges to promote good relations with Kosovo (3)

· Schmitt promises Luxembourg’s support for integration (5)

· Preteni guards “corruption files” from external influence (5)

· Cufaj: The burden of talks (10)

Zëri

Front page

· Gates 1 and 31 between stability and calls for burning

· President Obama pledges cooperation with Kosovo institutions

· Feith: The task of integrating the north awaits us

· Luxembourg against Serbia’s EU integration without normalizing relations with Kosovo

· Kosovo will not introduce embargo against Serbia!

· Dissatisfactions with selection at KSF discussed at highest levels of NATO

Other headlines

· Former KPC members announce continuation of protests (2)

· Kosovo Security Council is established (3)

· IMF closely interested in economic developments in Kosovo (4)

· Invitation to Serbs to join KSF (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Ferronikel, close to shutting down

· Kosovar leadership: Serbs, enough with burning!

· FMN, remark on wages is expected

· Editorial: The troublesome minority

Other headlines

· Feith criticizes Pristina (2)

· Revolt at KSF brings Fitzgerald to Pristina (2)

· Ischinger: Talks only on practical issues (4)

· Haradinaj: The north is turning into a cancer for the country (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Obama, a letter of appreciation for Thaçi and Sejdiu

· Feith criticizes Pristina and Belgrade

· Tahiri: For and against elections

· Please explain: Was there an agreement or not?

· Kosovo is safer

Other headlines

· Jeremic: Feith’s statements for Serbia are not binding (2)

· Thaçi outrages Serbian MPs (2)

· Serbia cannot be accepted in the EU by ignoring it (5)

· Sejdiu: We won’t talk about Serbia’s ambitions or ideas of outgoing UNMIK (5)

Express
Front page

· The secure stability

· For better relations

Other headlines

· Forgotten priorities (2)

· Talks only on practical issues (4)

· U.S. can change approach towards Balkans (5)

· Invitation for normal relations (5)

· They should be held accountable  (6)

Lajm
Front page

· EU is looking for ways to pressure Belgrade

· Kosovo is building as a modern state

Other headlines

· Strategy against foreign dangers (2)

· Puzzle ‘Satchi & Satchi’ (3)

· Obama thanks Sejdiu and Thaçi (3)

· Albania supports Kosovo in all processes (3)

· Beqiri: Ahtisaari package is binding, not the six-points (4)

· There is no danger from KSF (4)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The intelligence agency urgently to be deployed in the north

· Stability in Europe – a common interest

Other headlines 

· Activation of KSF, important moment for Kosovo (2)

· Kosovo breathes as a state (3)

· Kosovo diplomacy will be enforced in world capitals (4)

· Feith: Situation in Kosovo still fragile (4)

· They would burn whole of Kosovo, but they won’t be allowed (5)

InfoPress 
Front page

· The Kosova Security Council functionalized
· Together for a safer world

Other headlines 

· Calls for calmness (2)

· Kosovo will be in the EU (4)

· Fitzgerald and Mujota talk about process of recruitment at KSF (4)

· UNMIK cannot arrange talks (4)

· Thaçi’s invitation disturbs the Serbs (5)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· Jeremic: Коsоvо not a neighbor, but part of territory (RTS)

· Serbs prevented KFOR from installing application point for KSF (Tanjug)

· Serbian Parliament Kosovo Committee requests UN SC session on the province (Beta)

Jeremic: Коsоvо not a neighbor, but part of territory (RTS)

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said in Kragujevac that Serbia’s foreign policy priorities are defending territorial integrity, accelerating the process of EU integration and establishing good regional cooperation. Jeremic pointed out that there is often confusion in talks with foreigners, because, “even though Serbia’s foreign policy priority remains strengthening good neighborly relations, Kosovo is not Serbia’s neighbor, but part of her territory.” Jeremic has stated that Serbia will continue close consultations with relevant factors, with regards to its membership in the EU, which is the strategic goal of the state. In comment to the statement of Special EU Representative in Kosovo Pieter Feith that “there is a delicate task of integrating northern Kosovo in the unified Kosovo system” and that “only with the policy of good neighborly relations Kosovo will be able to attain the full independence”, Jeremic said that Feith’s statements are non-binding for Serbia. Speaking of EULEX, he said that Belgrade will fully cooperate with that EU mission, as long as it adheres to the rules set by the UN Security Council.

Jeremic assessed that Serbia has an extremely serious problem in bilateral relations with the US, as the main sponsor of the proclamation of Kosovo’s independence, but said that, despite this, it is necessary to find a way for better cooperation with the American administration. We will try to insist on the issues that draw us closer, and not those that separate us, said Jeremic. He assessed that the arrival of the new administration of Barak Obama doesn’t mean any drastic change in Washington’s policy towards the Balkans. Jeremic warned that the possibility of destabilization of the state-of-affairs in Kosovo is not excluded on 17 February. The Minister announced that the Serbian authorities would soon begin to remind the world public of 17 March 2004, when the brutal pogrom of Serbs was performed in Kosovo. We will not allow for this anniversary to be forgotten and we will constantly remind of that tragic date in the UN SC, UNSECO and most influential world media, said the Serbian Foreign Minister.

Serbs prevented KFOR from installing application point for KSF (Tanjug)

Inhabitants of the Serb village of Grabovac in northern Kosovo have prevented KFOR soldiers from installing the application point where citizens would apply to work in the Kosovo security forces. After the peaceful gathering of the inhabitants, KFOR has given up from setting the facility. Zvecan municipality President Dragisa Milovic has assessed that as yet another violation of UNSCR 1244. The people have stated they do not wish to take part in the creation of such security forces, as they are aimed against all us Serbs, underlined Milovic. He also warned the KFOR representatives that they should not try to implement the rejected plan of Martti Ahtisaari.

Serbian Parliament Kosovo Committee requests UN SC session on the province (Beta)

The Serbian Parliament Kosovo Committee has called the government to initiate an urgent UN SC session that would discuss the southern Serbian province. The Committee also adopted the conclusion whereby it supported the proposal of the Association of Assemblies of Kosovo Municipalities to hold on 17 February a session of this body in Zvecan, also to be attended by MPs. Within that conclusion they also addressed an appeal to Serbian Parliament Speaker Slavica Djukic-Dejanovic not to schedule a parliament session for 17 February so the MPs could go to Kosovo and attend the session of the Association of Assemblies of Municipalities. 


Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
















