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· Westerwelle: Kosovo’s borders not to be questioned (dailies)

· Arinç: Kosovo territorial integrity, undisputed (dailies)

· Fitou: KFOR must stay in the north until solution found (dailies)

· Haliti: Status of the north announced by internationals between the lines (Koha Ditore)

· Parallel Serb mayors write to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon (dailies)

· Çabra turns into oil smuggling point (Koha Ditore)

· Patriarchate of Raska-Prizren recognizes Kosovo customs (Koha Ditore)

· Milan Ivanovic, the criminal that controls the north (dailies)

· Behold the mercenary (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Westerwelle: Kosovo’s borders not to be questioned (dailies)

The front-page story in all dailies this morning is yesterday’s visit to Kosovo by German Foreign Minister Guide Westerwelle. Dailies note that the Federal Republic of Germany has given guarantees that Kosovo’s borders will not be touched. During his visit to Pristina on Thursday, Westerwelle said his country, from the beginning, supports the independence of Kosovo and its territorial integrity. “One thing is particular important – Kosovo’s territorial integrity is undisputable. It is clear that the map of Balkans has been finalized and there will not be a question mark on where the borders are”, said Westerwelle during his stay in Pristina in a joint press conference with Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi. 
Arinç: Kosovo’s territorial integrity undisputed (dailies)

All dailies report that Turkish Deputy Prime Minister Bulent Arinç stated Thursday in Pristina that Kosovo’s territorial integrity is undisputed and therefore there should be no discussion on the division of Kosovo, adding that the path to solve any problems is through dialogue. He made this comments after a meeting he had with his Kosovar counterpart Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Justice Hajredin Kuçi.
Fitou: KFOR must stay in the north until solution found (dailies)

During a debate organized by NGO Fol [Speak Up] in Pristina yesterday, French Ambassador Jean Francois-Fitou said the Kosovo Government’s decision to wield its authority in the north rendered KFOR’s presence necessary as it’s a sensitive situation there. 

“KFOR is still needed there. All European states and the U.S. support the fact that KFOR controls the situation in the north. This is very necessary. The KFOR Commander has done a good job in supervising the situation, and I think KFOR is still needed there until a solution is found,” Fitou was quoted as saying.

“The Government’s decision for the north was a surprise to me and to my country, and also to international organizations that are present here and in the region. What I can assume now is that we must deal with a new situation that has been created and provoked by the Government’s decision on July 25th,” Fitou added.

Koha Ditore editor-in-chief Agron Bajrami, a panellist in the debate, said the Government’s decision was unexpected but not unrightful. Bajrami also recalled that in the past, Kosovo and international institutions had even more reasons to intervene in the northern part of Mitrovica.

Haliti: Status of the north announced by internationals between the lines (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that the temporary head of the Kosovo Assembly considers that the intervention of the police to retake control of the borders in Jarinje and in Brnjak pushed Kosovo closer to statehood. 
Haliti acknowledged that the Assembly had information that Serb parallel structures would attack special police units as soon as they entered the north, but he did not say why special police units went in without defense logistics. 

Haliti says that decission making centers were giving signals that administering the north from Pristina would be a solution to the problem of the north.

Starting from this point of view, he says it’s necessary that the European Union and the USA come up with a joint stance on the issue, because only that way will the solution to the problem of the north be easier. 

Parallel Serb mayors write to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon (dailies)
Several dailies report that parallel mayors of the four northern municipalities of Kosovo sent a letter to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon calling on him to prevent what they called the illegal, brutal and disproportional use of force and military actions against civilians in northern Kosovo. In their letter, the Serb leaders expressed concern over the actions of the Kosovo police, KFOR and EULEX. The letter was also forwarded to heads of other international institutions and organizations. 
Çabra turns into oil smuggling point (Koha)

Koha Ditore cites sources from the village of Çabër, northern Kosovo, as saying that as a result of the closure of the two border crossing points Jarinje and Bërnjak, their village has turned into a smuggling route for oil products coming from Zubin Potok.. The sources said that every day between 06:00 hrs to 15:00 hrs, buses take 3-4 tons of oil products for smugglers to Çabër.

Patriarchate of Raska-Prizren recognizes Kosovo customs (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the Patriarchate of Raska-Prizren recognizes the authority of Kosovo customs. Via a letter the Patriarchate requested that Kosovo Customs allow the import of needed goods for the Draganac Monastery, located in the Gjilan region. In the letter, Patriarch Teodosije said that the goods would arrive in Podujeva, which according to the Spokesman of Kosovo customs, Adriatik Stavileci, has already occurred. He explained that the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo, and the Ahtisaari plan note that the Orthodox Church is exempt from tax duties on its goods.

Milan Ivanovic, the criminal that controls the north (dailies)
Several dailies report that a confidential NATO document containing the biographies and activities of over 400 people in Kosovo, mainly Serbs, also includes the biography of the leader of northern Serbs, Milan Ivanovic. According to the document, Ivanovic is xenophobic; and the main person behind the illegal import and export of oil products and contraband medicines and construction material in the north. 
Behold the mercenary (Express)

Express reports that Russian mercenaries arrived as reinforcements for parallel structures in the north of Kosovo installed by Belgrade. The paper says a man from Russia told German public television network ARD that Russians were sent to help the “Slavic-Orthodox brotherhood”. Express also reported that Kosovo Intelligence Agency AKI had identified Russian mercenaries in the north, who came after the special police action on 25 July. Among those who have put barricades on the roads in the north were members of parallel structures, Serbian MUP, and terrorists and mercenaries from Russia, said a sources from AKI on 1 August.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Westerwelle: Kosovo’s borders will not be questioned
· Haliti: The status of the north between the lines by internationals

· Turkey supports Kosovo’s territorial integrity

· Fitou: KFOR must remain in the north until a solution is found

· Çabra turns into a point for oil smuggling

· Diocese of Rashka-Prizren recognizes Kosovo Customs

· Bulgaria willing to replace Serbian products

Other headlines

· Serwer: I don’t understand why Tadic wants the north (4)
· Customs confiscate 600 liters of oil smuggled from Serbia (4)

· Abdixhiku: When you don’t have heels (10)

· Bajrami: The “creative” reality in the north (11) 

Zëri

Front page

· Westerwelle complains of lack of information

· Turkey supports Kosovo’s territorial integrity

· Monopoly in the insurances market

· Filipaj: Imitating the state

· Gjoni: Haradinaj case – is The Hague favouring the Prosecution?

Other headlines
· Bulgaria supports Kosovo in its reciprocity measures (2)

· Ivanovic, the criminal that controls the north (2)

· No movements of borders (2)

· Blockade at Rudare remains (4)

· Stefanovic: Crisis has been overcome (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Germany is categorical for Kosovo’s present borders

· Editorial: Westerwelle disappoints Serbia

· EULEX investigates new cases of corruption

· NATO: Milan Ivanovic, the criminal that controls the north

· No assessment on price of PTK

Other headlines

· Serwer: Internationals don’t want Kosovo’s partition (2)

· Turkey supports Kosovo’s territorial integrity (2)

· Fitou: No second Bosnia in Kosovo (4)

· Feith: Government is entitled to control the whole territory (4)

· Parallels write to Ban Ki-moon (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Westerwelle: No change in borders

· Fitou: Bosnia will not be repeated 
· NATO: Milan Ivanovic, the criminal who controls the north

· Analysts: Westerwelle gave a clear message for Serbia

Other headlines

· Russia gave up on Kosovo (2)

· Serwer: I am surprised Tadic wants the north of Kosovo (2)

· Stefanovic: They cannot expel us from the north (2)

· Feith: Kosovo Government has the right to control the whole territory (2)
· Westerwelle visit Jarinje (4)

· Jashari: Institutions not to withdraw from the decision to install authority (6)

· Arinç: No one should be talking about division of Kosovo (7)

· Reciprocity raises investments (9)
Express
Front page

· Behold the mercenary

· The borders are known

· They live with barricades

Other headlines

· The developments are influencing the dialogue (4)

· Stefanovic: Crises are over (5)

· Promises recognition (5)

· Serbs requests protection from UN (6)
· Time for KFOR (6)

· Ivanovic, criminal who controls the north (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Kosovo borders and the map of Balkans finalized

· Kosovo territorial integrity, undisputed for Turkey

· NATO: Ivanovic, criminals which controls the north

Other headlines

· Serwer: Kosovo borders will not move  (2)

· Marnhac met with diplomat Westerwelle (2)

· Serbs block the road between Zubin Potok and Skënderaj (3)

· Fitou: KFOR should stay in the north (4)
· Life with concerns close to barricades (7)

· Westerwelle monitors the border with Serbia at gate 1 (11)

· Bulgaria supports reciprocity towards Serbia (11)
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