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Main Stories                    12 October 2011

· Candidate status for Serbia, Kosovo without contractual relations (Koha)

· Feith: International administration in north would complicate things (dailies)

· Shuttle diplomacy to save technical dialogue (Koha)

· Frattini: Continue dialogue (Express)

· Stefanovic wants division in exchange for recognizing independence (dailies)
· Northern municipalities call on Tadic to stop talks! (dailies)

· Serbia defends barricades in the north (Koha)

· Kuwait recognizes Kosovo (dailies)

· Croatian Telecom runs away from corruption (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Candidate status for Serbia, Kosovo without contractual relations (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that Serbia is on its way to join the EU, whereas Kosovo is not close.  Serbia will make a historic step when it will receive on Wednesday a positive evaluation from the European Commission and the recommendation for candidate status. Kosovo on the other hand will not make any concrete steps forward. For Serbia, the Commission recommends to the council “to be given the candidate status, with the understanding that Serbia will restart the dialogue with Kosovo and it will be willing to implement the agreements achieved so far”. For Kosovo it will be concluded that “the differences over status represent obstacles for conducting contractual relations”. A positive message for Kosovo will be the readiness to start dialogue on visa liberalization at the end of the year.

Feith: International administration for north would complicate things (dailies)

Several dailies quote ICO chief Pieter Feith as saying that the resumption of technical dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade is the best way to solve practical problems of citizens and for both countries to come closer to the European Union.In an interview for Serbian state news agency Tanjug, Feith said it would be best if the technical dialogue resumed as soon as possible. On the issue of the European Commission’s Progress Report, Feith said it is important and can influence both parties to bring them closer together. Feith also said that a provisional international administration for northern Kosovo is not necessary, “as it would only further complicate things”.

Shuttle diplomacy to save technical dialogue (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the facilitator of the technical dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia, Robert Cooper, failed to convince Belgrade and Pristina to return to the negotiation table in Brussels on 14 or 18 October. However, Cooper he will continue his efforts through shuttle diplomacy. European high officials told the newspaper under the condition of anonymity that the parties have not agreed to restart the technical dialogue, but there is a strong possibility that it will resume and potentially a political dialogue. 
Frattini: Continue dialogue (Express)

Italian Foreign Minister Franco Frattini said the talks between Pristina and Belgrade should be a success story. Talking about the resumption of dialogue after the violent incidents in northern Kosovo, Frattini said Italy encourages both parties to resume talking and commit to calming the situation in northern Kosovo. Frattini also said that recognizing Kosovo is not a condition for Serbia to become a member state of the European Union.  
Stefanovic wants division in exchange for recognizing independence (dailies)
In an interview for Klan Kosova, Lirim Graiçevci, advisor to Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and member of the Kosovo negotiating team in the talks with Belgrade, said that Serbia’s chief negotiator Borislav Stefanovic has offered to recognize the state of Kosovo if the border with Serbia will at the Ibër Bridge. 

Greiçevci said Stefanovic mentioned this offer privately to him in the hallways of EU offices in Brussels. “In a very serious way, he approached me and told me ‘if you want us to recognize you as a state, then we must first define the border where we want, and then second we will recognize you a day later,” Greiçevci said during the interview. “This would mean the Ibër Bridge in the north. I told him this would never happen.”

Greiçevci also said that Stefanovic never dared express the idea for Kosovo’s division in official meetings.
Northern municipalities call on Tadic to stop talks! (dailies)

Several dailies report that representatives of Serb municipalities in northern Kosovo have called on Serbian President Boris Tadic to stop talks with Pristina and resume dialogue only under the auspices of the United Nations.

“We call on the government and president of Serbia to suspend talks because they only lead to the creation of the independent state of Kosovo,” said Lubomir Kragovic, chairman of the Council for Kosovo at the Serbian Parliament. “We must say enough to blackmail – we want to talk on an equal basis.”
Marko Jaksic, representative of northern Serbs, said the United Nations should conduct an independent investigation into the incident in Jarinje. “Through our barricades, we are safeguarding Serbia’s integrity, but in this battle we don’t have Belgrade’s support because between protecting the country and the European Union, Tadic has chosen the EU,” Jaksic added.

Serbia defends barricades in the north (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the Head of the Serbian team in the dialogue with Kosovo, Borislav Stefanovic, stated to Blic newspaper that every violent attempt to remove Serb barricades in the north of Kosovo will damage the security situation and stability of the area. “We are requesting KFOR and EULEX not to undertake any unilateral steps, we are requesting the same from the Serbs in the north of Kosovo and for them to be calm. Only this way we can solve problems in our benefit”, said Stefanovic.
Kuwait recognizes Kosovo (dailies)

All dailies report that the Republic of Kuwait has joined the block of the states that recognize the independence of Kosovo. The decision to recognize was taken on Monday by the Government of Kuwait, but it was made official on Tuesday in a joint press conference in Kuwait City the Kosovo Foreign minister, Enver Hoxhaj and his Kuwait counterpart Sheikh Mohammed Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah. The information office of Ministry of Foreign Hoxhaj visited. Kuwait is the 82nd state which recognizes Kosovo independence “with papers.” Nigeria, Gabon and Ivory Coast have “verbally”, recognized Kosovo.  There are now 85 countries.

Croatian Telecom runs away from corruption (dailies)

Express reports that Croatian Telecom will not participate in the tender for the privatization of PTK, because the Kosovo’s company’s management is under investigation for corruption. This was confirmed officially from the Spokeswoman of Hrvatski Telecom, Maja Weber. She said that, “because of the raised charges against the certain managers of PTK, suspected of corruption, T-HT is reviewing its participation in the continuation of the privatization process”, said Weber. Director of PTK, Shyqyri Haxha, said that this is a game to stain his personality.
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Serbia given candidate status, Kosovo without contractual relations

· Kosovo recognized as a state by Kuwait 

· Topi: Albania and Kosovo unite in Brussels 

· Haxha suspects that Minister Beqaj is setting him up dirty games

Other headlines

· Feith: An international administration for the north would complicate things (2)

· Shuffle diplomacy to rescue the technical dialogue (3)

· Buja: Kosovo ready for equality on education with EU countries (4)

· Serbia defend barricades in the north (4)

· President Jahjaga participated in the conclusion of Conference 2000 works   (4)

· KS plates return within the month (5)

· Rasic: Cases of human trafficking in Kosovo have reduced (6)

· Montenegrins in Kosovo now have the “Montenegrin house” (6)

Zëri
Front page

· Employed at uncle Enver’s 

· Dialogue with wishes and conditions

· Kuwait recognizes Kosovo

· Kosovo waiting for Progress Report impatiently 
Other headlines

· Haliti: Two Generals (2)

· Martins: Niger has recognized Kosovo (2)

· Switzerland reconfirms support (2)

· Satisfied with KSF (2)

· Plus: Frattini encourages the continuance of the dialogue (4)

· Minus: Borko: Give us the north, we recognize you (4)

· Feith; Solution only through dialogue (4)

· Tadic, discussions interrupted (4)

· KDI: The Assembly of irregularities (5)

· Maxhuni preferred by Rexhepi  (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Candidate, maybe

· Kuwait recognized us as well

· PDK wants more than one election zone

· Tahiri for the continuance of the dialogue

· Croatians do not withdraw

Other headlines

· Jahjaga: Kosovo’s borders will not change (2)

· Germany reminds Serbia on four conditions for Kosovo (2)

· Stefanovic: Violent removal of barricades endangers security (2)

· Serbia receives status of candidate, the date, Kosovo’s hostage (2)

· Krasniqi thanks Kuwait (3)

· Qualifications as in Europe (6)

· Stefanovic requests for the River Ibër to be Kosovo –Serbian border (7)

· Frattnini encourages parties to continue with dialogue (7)

· Kosovo Serbs request interruption of the dialogue (7)

· PM Thaçi met Jan Peter Olters (8)

· Great Britain continues to support Kosovo (9)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Kosovo proposes November 20th for agreements with Serbia

· Kuwait recognizes Kosovo
· Editorial: We need an apolitical CEC

· Haxha: Hrvatski Telecom has doubts over privatization process

Other headlines
· Progress Report with special emphasis on the north (3)

· Germany with four conditions for Serbia (4)

· Dacic wants protectorate or division (4)

· Italy, pressure for dialogue (5)

· Northern Serbs are against talks (5)
Express

Front page

· Croatian Telecom runs away from corruption

· Conditioned candidacy

Other headlines

· Imer Mushkolaj: Pristina from Belgrade (3)

· Ibrahim Rexhepi: Greece is close (3)

· Frattini: Continue with dialogue (4)

· Serbs in the north request the stop of talks  (5)
· Borko requested division (5)

· Thaçi returns to PDK (6)

· Edita Tahiri: It is Serbia’s fault (6)

· Kuwait recognized Kosovo (6)

· I am not guilty, says Hysen Sherifi (7)

· Patriotic taxi driver (8)

· Together for the fight of illegal migration (9)

· Police protect Serb goods (9)

· Ferronickel punished (8)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Pristina protects “red lines” of the dialogue with Belgrade

· Thaçi celebrates 12 anniversary, Limaj in house arrest

· LDD and the list Ibrahim Rugova soon to return to their “old house”

· 82 recognitions, and now one from Kuwait  
Other headlines

· Unity with Kosovo, the will of Albanians of the Eastern Kosovo (2)

· Germany: Serbia to fulfil conditions for Kosovo (2)

· President to be elected and to be discharged from the people (2)

· Stolen vehicle in pristina identified in Mitrovica  (6)
· World Bank continues support for Kosovo institutions (9)

· Ferronickel punished with 40 thousand euro’s for the pollution of the environment (11)

· Soon free movement – without visas also in Switzerland (11)
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