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· Talks did not remove to Serbia energy monopoly in Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Kuçi: Now Serbia to respect the agreements (Epoka e Re)

· Vllasi: Preseva can be exchanged with Zubin Potok (Epoka e Re)

· Gentilini: Important step (Express)

· Tadic: Serbia will not give up on 1244 (Zëri)

· Defense calls for Haradinaj’s release during New Year holidays (dailies)

· Who the hell is Fitou?! (Koha Ditore)

· EULEX knows where they are! (Zëri)

· The “underground” of government officials (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Talks did not remove Serbia energy monopoly in Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that Serbia gains tens of million euros in one year from its operations in Kosovo through energy transmission, control over telephone fix lines and the activities of illegal mobile phone operators. All this fields are part of the agenda of talks, but all of them have been bypassed, all the while not becoming an obstacle for Serbia to move towards candidate status for membership in the EU. 

Regarding energy Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister, Edita Tahiri, said that this will soon be resolved, by a solution in line with the Athens Community.“Kosovo has complained in the Secretariat of the Athens Community for the violations made from Serbia towards the Athens Treaty and the Secretariat has taken a decission in favor of Kosovo. It concluded that Serbia is violating the Athens Treaty in relation toKosovo”, said Tahiri.
Kuçi: Now Serbia to respect the agreements (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports that Deputy Prime Minister, Hajredin Kuçi, said that after the meeting of the EU Council of Ministers he expect Serbia to respect all agreements achieved with Kosovo. “I believe that Serbia will understand and respect the agreements, but also build new agreements which have to do with good neighborhood relations. We believe the US and EU, based on trust we believe in positive changes in the relations between Kosovo and Serbia and region”, said Kuçi for RTK.
Vllasi: Preseva can be exchanged with Zubin Potok (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports political analyst, Azem Vllasi, wonders if one day Preseva valley will be united with Kosovo. “Serbs deceived that by giving Preseva they can take Mitrovica. Preseva belongs to Kosovo without any exchange. Ee cannot give it up. An exchange of Preseva can only be accepted with Zubin Potok”, said Vllasi.  

Gentilini: Important step (Express)

Express reports that EU Special Representative in Kosovo, Fernando Gentilini, said that the approved conclusions by the heads of EUmember states is an important step towards integration and the beginning of the visa dialogue, which will start soon. Through a press communiqué he recalled that the Council has decided to review the contractual relations with Kosovo and to open EU programs for Kosovo. “The EU also accepts that the membership in European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) will improve the social and economic development of Kosovo,” said Gentilini.

Tadic: Serbia will not give up on 1244 (Zëri)

Serbian President Boris Tadic told media in Belgrade that international interlocutors in dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade are calling on Serbia to give up on Resolution 1244 while seeking a solution for Kosovo’s participation in regional initiatives. “But I will never agree to such a request,” said Tadic, adding that Resolution 1244 establishes peace and stability in Kosovo and it can serve as a basis for finding a solution for the future.

Defense calls for Haradinaj’s release during New Year holidays (dailies)
All dailies report that the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK) told Kosovapress that Ramush Haradinaj’s attorneys at the ICTY have filed a request for his provisional release during New Year holidays and that the court is expected to make a decision the latest by next week. Dailies recall that the trial chamber said in November this year the trial against Haradinaj and his associates will end on 13 February 2012.
Who the hell is Fitou?! (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Visar Ymeri the head of Parliamentary Group of Vetëvendosje movement in Kosovo Assembly, in a rally in Shkozë, municipality of Malisheva, on Saturday evening, has responded to the comments of French Ambassador, Jean Francois Fitou, about the motion of this movement voted on in the Kosovo Assembly during the latest working session, which talked about the return of reciprocity measures with Serbia. “Our motion is the first to make this Assembly a real one. And now comes Fitou saying what can and cannot be done by the Assembly. Who is Fitou to tell us this?, who the hell is he?, excuse my language”, said Ymeri.

EULEX knows where they are! (Zëri)

Zëri reports that the location of the six suspects in the death of  Kosovo police officer, Enver Zymberi, in the north of Kosovo, is known, according to EULEX. EULEX Spokesman Nicholas Hawton told Zeri, “the information about their location cannot be published to the public because of operational reasons”.  
The “underground” of government officials (Zëri)

Zëri reports on the leading front-page story that a mega-tender for constructing three underground parking lots for 1,500 vehicles and business facilities in downtown Pristina is expected to fall into the hands of government officials, namely in the hands of their businesses. The municipality of Pristina has already prequalified four companies to build the parking lots, among them is Mabetex, which belongs to Deputy Prime Minister Behxhet Pacolli, DD Interiors established by Dino Asanaj, head of the Board of Directors of the Kosovo Privatization Agency, Arda Rei, which several years ago won a tender for €13 million, and Standard Company led by Nebih Zariqi, who was a LDK MP in the municipal assembly. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Talks did not remove Serbia’s energy monopoly in Kosovo

· Ymeri: Who the hell is Fitou?!

· Financial agreements, condition for membership in the EBRD

Other headlines

· Stefanovic: EC decision will not impact talks (3)

· Tadic: Economy is our biggest problem, not Kosovo (3)

· Topi: Albanians, a factor of stability in the region (3)

· Law on war values, an insult for veterans (5)

Zëri

Front page

· The “underground” of government officials

· Kosovo does not recognize Serbia as a state

· A meeting place for insults

· EULEX knows where they are!

· Agani reelected PD leader

· Cufaj: Albanians and Europe

· Government gives funds for Serb media

Other headlines

· Kacin: Kosovo – Serbia’s path toward the EU (2)

· Kuçi: EU taught Serbia a lesson (2)

· Serbia does not give up on 1244 (2)

· Belgrade lacks ideas (2)

· Decision on Haradinaj’s provisional release to be made this week (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Mistakes of politicians, a result of inability of advisors

· Editorial: Escaping the truth

· NGOs, politicized by political parties

· Conditions, instead of roadmap

Other headlines

· Kuçi: Kosovo will not copy Serbia (2)

· Jovanovic: 1244 is not the solution (2)

· Kacin calls on Serbia to normalize relations with Kosovo (3)

· Merkel: We faced difficult situations in Kosovo (3)

· Tadic: Kosovo issues to be solved only in the EU (3)

· Tahiri: Dialogue proved Serbia’s lack of seriousness (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Ramush released?

· Kuçi: Serbia now to respect the agreements

· We proved sceptics wrong 

Other headlines

· EU enlargement in a critical moment (2)

· Kacin: Normalization with Kosovo – condition for Serbia (2)

· Merkel thanked German soldiers in Kosovo (2)

· Tadic: Economy is a problem, not Kosovo (2)

· Kuçi: Serbia now to respect agreements (5)

· Vllasi: Preseva can be exchanged with Zubin Potok (5)

· Agani re-elected head of Justice Party (7)
Express
Front page

· Emir Ferid

· They face about ambassadors

Other headlines

· Zubin Potok for Preseva (4)

· To be continued with dialogue (5)

· Important step (5)

· These are the fruits of the dialogue (5)

· Merkel thanks German soldiers in Kosovo  (6)

· Regulate relations with Kosovo (6)

· Defence makes request for the release of Haradinaj (8)

· They massacre the law (8)
Bota Sot
Front page

· Jelko Kacin: Normalization of relations with Kosovo condition for Serbia

Other headlines

· Kuçi: Serbia has understood that it needs to make positive moves (2)
· FOL: Only three decisions of Government against corruption from 61 decisions (3)

· Thaçi considers motion only as recommendation from the Assembly (3)
· Merkel: In Kosovo we were faced with very difficult situations this year (4)

· Ferid Agani re elected head of Justice Party (6)

· Vllasi: Preseva to be exchanged with Zubin Potok (9)
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