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· Re-voting to be recounted (dailies)

· Internationals want new elections (Zëri)

· ENEMO: Irregularities have become a rule in elections (dailies)

· Rugovists, with a mediator for unification (Koha)

· Hoxhaj: PDK decides about the government (Koha)

· Serbian BIA in Kosovo Police (Zëri)

· Molnari: Liberalization of visas parallel with the dialogue (dailies) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Re-voting to be recounted (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that many irregularities which have been identified in the re-voting of 9 January in Skenderaj, Drenas, Deçan and in two other polling stations, one in Lipjan and the other one in Malisheve has prompted CEC, on Wednesday, to take the decision for recounting of votes in 92 polling stations of those municipalities. The decision was taken after the Center for Counting and Results of votes has noticed irregularities during the receiving of ballots and informed the CEC recommending that 92 out of 185 polling stations have to either be recounted or annulled. The CEC members then decided to opt for the first option and recount the votes. The decision of CEC for re-counting of 92 polling stations in Skenderaj, Drenas, Deçan and one polling station in Malisheve and Lipjan is not concerning for PDK, which has won in four of these municipalities. AAK says that recounting would not affect its results.
Internationals want new elections (Zëri)

International sources in Pristina say there are not only certain political parties that question the legitimacy of recent elections as members of the international community are also witness to what has happened during the voting on 12 December and 9 January. As a result, diplomatic circles are concerned that the new government could have a limited mandate but also underline that the international community would like to see a more powerful and comprehensive government. Such an arrangement is seen by the international community as an executive body with a short mandate.

ENEMO: Irregularities have become a rule in elections (dailies)
Koha Ditore reports that European Network of Election Monitoring Organizations ENEMO, who monitored election process of 12 December and that of 9 January through a press statement have made public many irregularities which have followed the election process of 12 December and that of re-voting of 9 January. 
According to the ENEMO monitors, the violation of the secrecy of the vote through family or group voting was a rule and not exception in many places, namely in 38 percent of visited polling stations on re-voting of 9 January. In the statement, ENEMO says that “the serious violations of the procedure seem to have been accepted and there was no effort from the personnel of polling stations to stop the irregular elections behaviour”. According to ENEMO, similar incidents and claims for fraud acts in the elections of 12 December give a gloomy picture for the future democratic processes in Kosovo.

Hoxhaj: PDK decides about the government (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK) reacted immediately to European Parliament rapporteur Ulrike Lunacek’s statement that new elections should be held in Kosovo by the end of this year. PDK deputy leader Enver Hoxhaj said the political will of citizens decides on the issue of elections and that elections are exclusively an internal matter of Kosovo. In an interview for KTV, Hoxhaj said Kosovo doesn’t have the luxury to organize elections every 3-4 months.

Hoxhaj also said the PDK would decide about the format of the next government, adding that negotiations for a coalition are underway also with the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK). He added that the PDK is open to all except to Vetëvendosja.

Rugovists, with a mediator for unification (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports in one of the front-page stories that Shefki Gashi, member of the LDD chairmanship and member of the Pristina Municipal Assembly, has started the mission of gathering as soon as possible at the same table the leaders of three political parties that share the heritage of late LDK leader and Kosovo President Ibrahim Rugova: LDK’s Isa Mustafa, LDD’s Nexhat Daci and Ukë Rugova the son of the late president. 

Gashi said so far he has talked with Mustafa and Rugova but not with Daci.  Gashi also said he is certain that if the three parties join forces there would be no political party in Kosovo that could match their strength. 
“For the time being, my initiative is in an early stage. I suggested to Isa [Mustafa] to intensify talks in the coming days. He told me it is better to wait for the results of 9 January elections,” said Gashi, adding that he fears talks could be postponed as a result of the upcoming revote in Mitrovica municipality.

Serbian BIA in Kosovo Police (Zëri)

The paper claims to be in possession of a document where a Kosovo Police officer from a minority community, but not a Serb, is seen in a conversation with three Serbs who in 2009 got arrested under the suspicion of trying to pay off witnesses in exchange for false testimony regarding organ transplant. Although the suspicions over the Kosovo Police officer’s involvement have been present for a while now, the person still holds the rank of captain in one of the major Kosovo cities. In the video footage the paper says to have seen, the suspected officer is also seen immersed in conversation with persons believed to be members of Serbian Security Information Agency (BIA).

Molnari: Liberalization of visas parallel with the dialogue (dailies) 

Dailies report that the Hungarian Ambassador to Albania, Sandor Molnari, whose country presides with the European Union, announced that liberalization of visas for Kosovo will move parallel to the dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade. “Liberalization of visas has a very important aspect that is related to the managing of the borders. In this aspect, everything is decided from the agreements in the discussions between Pristina and Belgrade. I expect them to start soon, of course after the creation of post-electoral government in Kosovo,” said Molnari.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Revote is recounted

· Ilir Meta drops immunity, does not resign

· Civil servants that run for MPs will remain without pays

· Rugovists, with a mediator for unification

· NGOs: Serb candidates paid for votes

· Sonmez’s extradition to Kosovo is rejected 

Other headlines

· Drenica votes redesign PDK list (3)

· Hoxhaj: PDK decides about the government (3)

· Kelmendi: Catch the thieves (10)

Zëri
Front page

· Serbian BIA in Kosovo Police

· Internationals want new elections

· Bad grade for CEC

· Haradinaj supported with songs

Other headlines

· ENEMO: CEC influenced by politics (2)

· PDK decides about the government (2)

· Misuses “incite” recount (5)

· KTA aims for the north (6)

· A captain of Kosovo Police or of Serbian BIA? (8)
· Turkish court releases Sonmez (10)
Kosova Sot
Front page

· Mitrovica closes chapter of revote

· Media wait for VAT exemption 

· 9 January ballots recounted 

· Sonmez’s extradition, impossible 

· Editorial: Albanian coordination against Marty  

Other headlines

· Topi: Talks with Serbia after Marty (2)

· No coalition agreement until after 23 January (3)

· ENEMO also criticises elections (3)

· Krasniqi visits Tirana (4)

· Concert for Haradinaj (4)

· Greater effort for security in the north (13)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Greetings to Isa

· Ballots of 9 January recounted 

· Ramush is coming 

Other headlines

· Krasniqi in Tirana over Marty’s report (3)

· Pristina-Belgrade dialogue and visa liberalisation, parallel issues (3)

· Clinton thanks Gracanica mayor (3)

· Sonmez difficult to be extradited to Kosovo (6)

· First Serb license plates confiscated (8)

· Law and order in the north (8)

· Topi: Talks after Marty’s report is clarified (13)

Express

Front page
· Option for Solution 
· Not convinced  
· Extradition, impossible
· Recount, recount…
· Consequences of negligence
Other headlines
· Shkullaku: Technical Prime Minister (2)
· A punch for both Albanian states (3)
· Krasniqi for a visit in Tirana (4)
· Topi: No discussions for now (4)
· Kosovo is stagnating (4)
· LDD remains a party with vision (5)
· Liberalization of visas parallel with the dialogue (6)
· ENEMO’s remarks (6)
· Population census politicized (7)

Bota Sot
Front page

· KSF can be established in the north with persistence of the state

· Suspicion over manipulation, votes of 9 January also to be recounted
Other headlines

· Visa liberalization parallel to the dialogue Pristina - Belgrade (2)
· Jakup Krasniqi travelled for official visit to Albania (4)

· Lunacek suggests new elections at the end of 2011 (4)
· Drenica punishes old members of the assembly (4)

· Supreme Court finalized the process “Haradinaj Fund” (6)

· EULEX: It is still early to talk about the extradition of Sonmez (7)

· Turkish court releases Sonmez (7)

· Kastrati, EULEX is not engaging in the north (9)

Infopress
Front page

· ENEMO, elections with irregularities

· Re-counting also for 9 January

Other headlines

· Delays in forming the government (2)

· Vote is holy (4)

· LDD does not give up (5)
· The Economist: Kosovo remains behind countries of the region (7)
Belgrade Media Update

Most of Serbian parliamentary parties against the change of pre-amble of the Constitution (Vecernje Novosti, 12 January 2011)

Following the opposition Serbian Progressive Party (SNS) initiative to change the Constitution, the opposition parties continue arguing fiercely over the issue.  However, the most of the Serbian parties are united in their position that “the introductory part of the highest legal act of the state, referring to Kosovo, should not be changed.”  Former Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica’s Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS) believes that, behind the initiative launched by the SNS, there is an intention “to detach the passage related the southern province of Kosovo.”  A similar opinion was pronounced by the leader of the opposition Serbian Radical Party (SRS), Dragan Todorovic, who also expressed his insistence that any re-tailoring of the Serbian Constitution will not be possible if the subject of Kosovo is up for debate, because there will be no the necessary two-third majority in the parliament.  The leader of SNS Tomislav Nikolic, whose party pushed for a reduction in the size of parliament, was categorical that there will be no change to the pre-amble which states that Kosovo is an integral part of Serbia.  The ruling Democratic Party (DS) was the first party which opened the subject of the possible constitutional changes, specifically a part which determines the number of MPs, and rejected all allegations that “behind the scenes, it has been preparing to detach the Kosovo passage from the document.”  An official from the junior ruling coalition Socialist Party of Serbia (SPS), Djordje Milicevic, said that the main principal on which the incumbent government was established is unity on the Kosovo issue, which excludes any change of the Constitution’s pre-amble relating to Kosovo.  The opposition Liberal Democratic Party (LDS) as well as the ruling coalition parties Alliance of Vojvodina Hungarians (LVM) and the League of Social Democrats of Vojvodina (LSV), are in favor of changing the Constitution and its pre-amble “if other constitutional issues of importance are also opened.”   According to the LDP, the pre-amble “is only used for marketing purpose and is not obligatory,” while the SNV believes that Serbia “should conduct a realistic policy in Kosovo.” The paper noted that the pre-amble of the Constitution, which asserts Kosovo an integral part of Serbia, can be only changed at a public referendum. The decision on the change of the amble should be supported by at least 167 MPs, after which, over half of the Serbian electorate should vote for it if it is to be finally adopted.

Jeremic on tour (Blic, 12 January 2011)

Serbian Foreign Minister, Vuk Jeremic, has commenced his three-day visit to Spain, Ireland and Austria.  Today, Jeremic will meet Spanish Foreign Minister Trinidad Jiménez García-Herrera. On Thursday Jeremic will confer with his Irish counterpart Maichael Martin. On Friday, Jeremioc will meet Austrian Foreign Minister Foreign Minister Michael Spindelegger. 

Reports of Gardetto should encourage EULEX to take action (RTS/Blic/Glas Srbije, 12 January 2011)

The State Secretary for Kosovo and Metohija, Oliver Ivanovic, said that the reports of the Council of Europe Special Rapporteurs Dick Marty and Jean-Charles Gardetto “on trafficking in organs of abducted Serbs, and the killing witnesses who dared to testify about war crimes, should give a complete picture of the situation in the field as regards the separatist Kosovo institutions’ application of the rule of law in the part of Kosovo they govern” and encourage EULEX to take action.  Ivanovic said for RTS that EULEX could finally launch court proceedings at least for the most “serious” crimes against Serbs and Albanians accused of disloyalty by the paramilitary-terrorist Kosovo Liberation Army.  Reminding in this context of the murder of 14 Serbian harvesters in Staro Gracko in 1999, then murder of the Serbian children in Gorazdevac in 2003, and also citing other crimes, Ivanovic, however, expressed doubt that such badly-needed trials will happen soon. He reiterated that Belgrade is ready for dialogue with Pristina and will negotiate with any representative selected by the Kosovo Albanians. 

There is a solution for Kosovo (Vecernje Novosti/Press, 12 January 2011)

The former U.S. diplomat and UN Regional Representative for northern Kosovo, Gerard Gallucci, believes that  “the only way forward is for the international community to again attempt to achieve a political solution, this time with Belgrade directly.”  According to him, “the six-member Contact Group — that is, the ‘Quint countries of the US, UK, Germany, Italy and France plus the 6th member Russia — should cooperate with Belgrade on a political accommodation that accepts Kosovo secession as a fact, but also recognizes Serbian interests, including economic, commerce and those relating to the Serbian Orthodox Church’s substantial property in Kosovo and the Serbian majority territory in the north,” Gallucci said.   He reiterated that “the mess that Kosovo has become requires a new approach to begin it cleaning up.” Gallucci concluded that “the real issue now is how to move forward with a Kosovo that is not only incomplete, but is likely to remain so indefinitely in the absence of a political settlement both sides will accept and without continued international tutelage for many years to come. There seems only one way forward: for the internationals to make another try to achieve a political solution, this time with Belgrade directly. The Kosovo Albanians cannot keep up their end in any genuine negotiations as long as they pursue their maximalist claims of all Kosovo on their terms.”  

Kosovo Mulls 'Gymnich Model' For CEFTA Meetings (Balkan Insight, by Petrit Collaku, 12 January 2011)

Pristina likely to compromise over use of state symbols at meetings rather than lose an important opportunity to chair a regional body. 

Pristina - Kosovo is likely to use the so-called "Gymnich model" while chairing meetings this year of the Central European Free Trade Agreement, CEFTA. Under this formula, no state symbols will be used at meetings.

Flamur Keqa, head of the trade department in Kosovo's Ministry of Trade and Industry, said matters would become clearer once a new government in Kosovo was in place. The country held general elections in December but does not yet have a new administration. 

"We haven’t yet decided but the Gymnich model is one of the options," Keqa told Balkan Insight. "This way I don’t see why Serbia should not be present," Keqa added.

The Gymnich model is designed to meet objections from Serbia, which does not recognise Kosovo's independence and which will not sit at the table if Kosovo is represented as an independent state. 

Belgrade insists that Kosovo must be represented by the party that signed the CEFTA deal on Kosovo's behalf, which was the UN mission in Kosovo, UNMIK.

Kosovo’s Economic Chamber said that the country needed to be well prepared for its CEFTA role this year in order to make up for its absence last year, when Serbia chaired the body. 

“Kosovo was not represented at all last year while Serbia was in charge, which had a big negative impact on us," Safet Gerxhaliu, president of the chamber, told Balkan Insight.

Serbia and Bosnia had damaged Kosovo's exporters by blocking imports of products stamped with Kosovo Customs, he recalled.

Aside from holding up Kosovo-stamped imports, Serbia did not allow them to pass in transit through Serbia to other countries either, prompting fears that Kosovo businesses could lose key trading partners in Western Europe.

Gerxhaliu said Kosovo should not waste time blaming others for the dispute over CEFTA and should instead use the opportunity to improve the situation. "We have to be very careful […] and Kosovo has to present reality, which is on its side,” Gerxhaliu said.

As of 1 May 2007, the parties of the CEFTA agreement are Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia and Kosovo.
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