[image: image1.jpg]Division of Public Information

MEDIA MONITORING
Headlines

www.unmikonline.org
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___________________________________________________________________________
· Kosovo will have only commanders at Gates 1 and 31 (Koha Ditore)

· Rexhepi: Internationals are tapping into our conversations (dailies)

· Dell fuels speculation over Thaçi-Haradinaj coalition (dailies)

· Pacolli says Nigeria has recognized Kosovo’s independence (dailies)

· Vetëvendosje calls for new elections (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Kosovo will have only police and customs commanders at Gates 1 and 31 (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports on the front page that the Government of Kosovo, EULEX, KFOR, the EU Office in Pristina and the Quint embassies reached an agreement on Monday in regards to the border crossing points with Serbia in northern Kosovo. The draft agreement was sent to all stakeholders for revision and is expected to be made official after a joint meeting between Prime Minister Thaçi, the EULEX chief, COMKFOR and other international officials.
The paper notes that according to the agreement EULEX will deploy its police and customs officers at Gates 1 and 31, and they will report to police and customs commanders who will be appointed by Kosovo institutions. KFOR and EULEX will be in charge of implementing the agreement.
Kosovo’s Interior Minister Bajram Rexhepi confirmed that an agreement on customs points has been reached. 

Meanwhile, criminal structures in northern Kosovo have announced they will violently reject the implementation of the agreement.

The paper also quotes sources as saying that the Government of Kosovo has a plan to return Kosovo judges to the district court in the north if an agreement is not reached with EULEX in the meantime. 
Rexhepi: Internationals are tapping into our conversations (dailies)
Several dailies report that during a meeting of the parliamentary committee on internal affairs and security, Interior Minister Bajram Rexhepi said his conversations with Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi are tapped by internationals. “My conversations with Prime Minister Thaçi are tapped by internationals and then revealed. In the past there were associates from UNMIK who cooperated with illegal structures. This is the reason why the police action in the north was planned so quickly,” Rexhepi said in reference to the police operation in northern Kosovo on July 25.

Dell fuels speculation over Thaçi-Haradinaj coalition (dailies)

Several dailies report that U.S. Ambassador Christopher Dell visited the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK) on Monday, thus fuelling speculation that the AAK could become part of a new ruling coalition with Prime Minister Thaçi’s PDK in case the current coalition breaks up as a result of pressure over religious classes and headscarves in public schools by the smaller partner, the Justice Party (PD).

Koha Ditore reports that multiple sources from the AAK denied that Dell and the party’s principal deputy leader Blerim Shala discussed the AAK’s inclusion in the coalition.  
Express reports on the front page that so far Ambassador Dell has not requested the AAK to become part of the Thaçi Government and that the issue can be discussed only upon the return of party leader Ramush Haradinaj to Pristina. 

Pacolli says Nigeria has recognized Kosovo’s independence (dailies)

Kosovo’s Principal Deputy Prime Minister Behxhet Pacolli is quoted as saying in several dailies that Nigeria has decided to recognize Kosovo’s independence and that South Africa has given guarantees that it will soon recognize the state of Kosovo. A press release issued by Pacolli’s office said the Nigerian Ministry of Foreign Affairs had a long meeting on Monday and decided to recognize Kosovo. Pacolli indicated that another recognition would soon come from the African continent. 
Vetëvendosje calls for new elections (dailies)
All dailies report on the front pages that the Vetëvendosje Movement has called on the Thaçi-led Government to resign and to pave the way for new parliamentary elections in the country. Vetëvendosje leader Albin Kurti and chairmanship member Shpend Ahmeti told reporters on Monday that the grave situation in Kosovo is a result of the poor government policies. Kurti added that the current government is getting ready to agree to even bigger concessions vis-a-vis Serbia and that as a result Kosovo would have to recognize a separate Serbian entity within its territory, thus making the whole country dysfunctional.  
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Kosovo will only have commanders at customs points in the north

· Rexhepi: Internationals are tapping into our conversations

· Pacolli: Nigeria has recognized Kosovo’s independence

· Kurti calls for new elections in 45 days

· MIA: Hoxhaj brings recognitions from Egypt and 12 Arab countries

· Government: KEK distribution to be privatized this year

· Danger of escalation of conflict in the north

· No concrete recommendations on election reform

· Dell visits the AAK, fuels speculation over Thaçi-Haradinaj coalition

Other headlines

· Security situation is stable but fragile (2)

· Bogdanovic: Decision on customs damages dialogue (4)

· Borg Olivier: Resumption of dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade (10)

Zëri

Front page

· EU and U.S. in favor of control in the north 

· Vetëvendosje: Down with the government!

· Pacolli: Nigeria recognizes Kosovo

· September 16 plan might be postponed

· Politics don’t change history

Other headlines

· KSF to participate in peacekeeping operations (2)

· Limaj again (2)

· Dacic upset with EULEX (2)

· Hoxhaj optimistic for new recognitions (2)

· PD threats work in AAK’s favor (4)

· Serbs protest in the north (4)

· Rexhepi: We’re coming! (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Rexhepi’s conversations with Thaçi are tapped!

· Editorial: Delays in election reform

· U.S. and EULEX support deployment of customs officers in the north

Other headlines

· Dell visits AAK (3)

· Vetëvendosje calls for resignation of government and new elections (3)

· Hoxhaj receives promises for 12 recognitions (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· The plan for the north is ready

· Ambassador Dell, PDK’s mediator at the AAK

· Rexhepi: They are tapping into my conversations with Thaçi

· Nigeria recognizes Kosovo

· Even the opposition doesn’t support Vetëvendosje

Other headlines

· Government of Serbia writes to Ban Ki-moon (2)

· Hoxhaj: Egypt promises to recognize Kosovo (2)

· VV and SLS want a single election zone (3)

Express

Front page

· Gets them a little closer to each other

· Now only for headscarves

· Nigeria recognizes Kosovo

· They are tapping our conversations

· Buja replies to the LDK

Other headlines

· KFOR, the most trusted institution (4)

· Stefanovic calls for Kosovo’s partition (5)

· Big promises (5)

· Vetëvendosje calls on the Government to resign (6)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Will Kosovo Police go to the north on September 16?

· Rexhepi: On September 16 we will head north with Kosovo police and customs officers

· Pacolli: Nigeria recognizes Kosovo’s independence

· Vetëvendosje: The government must resign, we call for new elections

· LDK: PDK’s government is trying to forge history

Other headlines

· PDK making an offer to the AAK? (2)

· Dell supports reestablishment of customs in the north (2)

· Rexhepi: My conversations with the Prime Minister are tapped (3)

· KFOR continues to be the most trusted international institution (4)

· EULEX notifies Belgrade about borders and customs (4)
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