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__________________________________________________
· PDK celebrates victory (dailies)

· PDK is first (Express)

· Suspicious votes in Drenas and Skenderaj are holding elections hostage (Koha Ditore)

· Gani Bobi declares PDK the winner of elections (dailies)

· CEC: 47.8% turnout in national elections (Express)

· Over 40% of Serbs voted in Kosovo elections (Koha Ditore)

· Parties accuse each other of incidents (Koha Ditore)

· ECAP waiting for the 24 hour deadline for complaints (Koha Ditore)

· Feith: Elections improve Kosovo’s reputation (Zëri)

· Incidents in the north (Koha Ditore)

· Bogdanovic: Kosovo elections are unacceptable (dailies)

· Ivanovic: Elections are causing splits among Serbs (Zëri)

· Serb organization “Beli Orlovi” takes over the killing of Salkovic (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

PDK celebrates victory (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that the Democratic Party of Kosovo has declared victory in the national elections of 12 December although the Central Elections Commission has not yet come out with preliminary results. PDK leader Hashim Thaçi assured supporters that his party had won in a majority of the municipalities and will, as a result, be responsible for forming the new government of Kosovo. Thaçi said PDK’s victory was a referendum on good governance.

Zëri carries the results that Democracy in Action announced after the counting of 51.8% of the votes. The results showed PDK in the lead with 30.69% followed by LDK with 26.2%, Vetëvendosje 12.78%, AAK with 10.89%, AKR 7.85%, LDD 2.78 and FAIR 2.34%. The paper however says the election process was marred by irregularities and incidents. 

PDK is first (Express)

Express reports on the front page that the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK) was reconfirmed on Sunday as the leading political party in Kosovo. The paper notes that LDK leader Isa Mustafa failed against Hashim Thaçi. The Kurti-led Vetëvendosje ruined the ambitions of the Alliance of the Future of Kosovo (AAK) to be the third ranking political party. The Democratic League of Dardania (LDD) and FAIR seem not to have crossed the threshold. The Central Election Committee (CEC) did not announce preliminary election results, but Democracy in Action and an exit poll organized by Gani Bobi research center confirmed the tendency that PDK is first, LDK second and Vetëvendosje third.

Suspicious votes in Drenas and Skenderaj are holding elections hostage (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore writes that while PDK announces its victory and its supporters are celebrating throughout Kosovo, other parties make accusations about the stealing of votes and announce complaints. If these irregularities are proved, then the whole election process can be disputed. Hashim Thaçi celebrated the victory of PDK on Sunday evening, but other political parties and the coalition of NGO’s Democracy in Action have informed of serious violations and irregularities in polling stations in Skenderaj and in Drenas, which could lead to a general dispute of the elections process. “Manipulation and irregularities have damaged the election process”, emphasized Ismet Kryeziu of Democracy in Action, in the early morning hours of Monday while talking about the irregularities which have been identified, according to him, in Skenderaj and Drenas. “In Skenderaj and Drenas there was manipulation of the free vote”, emphasized Kryeziu. Also other parties have expressed their doubts about the election process in those two municipalities. Meanwhile, those who should have been out on front of the elections process, CEC, decided to remain silent, while not informing the public of preliminary results or of the eventual irregularities. 

Gani Bobi declares PDK the winner of elections (dailies)

All dailies report that exit polls organized by Gani Bobi research center showed that the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK) won the 12 December elections. Around 31 percent of respondents told the center that they voted for PDK, a difference of 6 percent compared to the second party, LDK. According to Gani Bobi, Vetëvendosje is third with 16 percent, followed by AAK with 14.5 percent, AKR with 6.5 percent, FAIR 4.5 percent and LDD with 2.2 percent. Gani Bobi director Shkelzen Maliqi told reporters that the margin error is plus or minus 2.5 percent. Maliqi denied the possibility that preliminary results could place LDK in the lead. “The difference between the PDK and LDK is much smaller compared to previous elections,” Maliqi said.

CEC: 47.8% turnout in national elections (Express)

At the closing of the polls, the Central Elections Commission held a press conference where it announced that 47.8% of voters cast their votes on 12 December. The head of CEC Valdete Daka said there were no irregularities in the election process that would seriously impair the legitimacy of the elections. Over 1.6 million citizens had the right to vote in this year’s elections. 

Over 40% of Serbs voted in Kosovo elections (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that over 40% of Kosovo Serbs voted in yesterday’s elections. The biggest turnout was recorded in central Kosovo while the participation of Serbs in the north was symbolic. The paper reports that the Serbs of the newly-established municipalities based on the Ahtisaari plan positively responded to the election process with the turnout in some cases exceeding 50%. 

Parties accuse each other of incidents (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that political parties have accused each other of incidents relating to yesterday’s elections. The two main rivals, PDK and LDK, have joined the Vetëvendosje movement in making accusations about irregularities. This movement, which for the first time has taken part in elections, has mostly accused the party of Hashim Thaçi of attacks and different irregularities, which have been confirmed in many cases by the network of NGO’s Democracy in Action and by police. 

ECAP waiting for the 24 hour deadline for complaints (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Elections Complaints and Appeals Panel (ECAP) which consists of 10 judges of the District Court and is led by one judge of the Supreme Court, is waiting for 24 hours from the closure of polling stations for political parties to make complaints about possible irregularities while offering facts. The head of ECAP Secretariat, Mulë Desku, said that after receiving complaints from political parties the staff of the Secretariat will gather all the proof and facts and, based on that, the decision made by the panel of three members.

Feith: Elections improve Kosovo’s reputation (Zëri)
Zëri quotes EU Special Representative Pieter Feith as saying that free and democratic elections are important for Kosovo’s international reputation. “It is important to have a smooth course of elections without irregularities in order to improve Kosovo’s international reputation,” Feith said during a visit to an improvised polling station.

Incidents in the north (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Police have two Serbs who are believed to have attacked mobile polling stations in northern Kosovo. The first attack was carried out at the mobile polling station in the village of Banov Do in Zvecan municipality, where attackers threw pyrotechnical material at the polling station. The second attack, almost identical, happened in the village of Jashevik in Zubin Potok municipality. Unnamed sources told the paper that following orders from the Serbian Interior Ministry, Vojislav Kostunica’s DSS and the Serb National Council, organized Serb groups from northern Kosovo were tasked with attacking polling stations in the north. 
Bogdanovic: Kosovo elections are unacceptable (dailies)

Several dailies quote Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic as saying that Sunday’s elections in Kosovo are illegitimate and a large number of Serbs have not supported them. “All those that participated in elections should know that they cannot represent Kosovo Serbs,” Bogdanovic said.

Ivanovic: Elections are causing splits among Serbs (Zëri)

Zëri reports that Oliver Ivanovic, so-called State Secretary in the Serbian Ministry of Kosovo, said that there is a risk of elections organized by the government in Pristina causing splits among the Kosovo Serb community. “Unfortunately, representatives of Kosovo Serbs who have run in the elections have either failed to see this or refused to see it,” Ivanovic told Novi Sad-based Dnevnik. “The blame for this will rest not with the Government of Serbia or Serbs in northern Kosovo, but exclusively with Serbs living south of the River Ibër who decided to solve problems outside their government.”
Serb organization “Beli Orlovi” takes over the killing of Salkovic (Koha Ditore)

The self-declared terrorist Serb organization “Beli Orlovi” (White Eagles in English) has assumed responsibility for the killing of the Kosovo Bosniak leader Sefko Salkovic last week in the north of Kosovo. In a letter left in the vicinity of the Danish KFOR troops in Zubin Potok, the organization also said it stood behind an attack on a KFOR facility on Sunday in Zubin Potok and obstruction of election process in the north. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

·  Suspicious votes in Drenas and Skenderaj hold elections hostage

·  PDK celebrates victory, Thaçi declares himself leader of new government

·  LDK indicates it will contest results in Skenderaj and Drenas

·  Over 40 percent of Serbs voted in parliamentary elections

·  Beli Orlovi claims assassination of Sefko Salkovic

·  Parties exchange accusations for incidents

Other headlines

·  Gani Bobi declares PDK the winner of elections (3)

·  Plus of the week: The arrest of the former Croatian Prime Minister (5)

·  Minus of the week: Sefko’s double assassination (5)

·  AKR waits for results, does not talk about possible coalitions (5)

·  Bogdanovic: Kosovo elections are unacceptable (7)

·  Palokaj: Lessons from elections (10)

Zëri

Front page

·  CEC is silent – parties celebrate in the street

·  Dell inspects elections process in Gjakova

·  KFOR says election day was quiet

·  Northern Serbs boycott the elections

Other headlines

·  Cufaj: Exceptionally normal! (2)

·  Elections improve Kosovo’s international reputation (2)

·  New recognitions after elections (2)

·  High turnout of Serbs in Gracanica (2)

·  Thaçi: We won for Kosovo’s good (6)
Kosova Sot
Front page

· 47.8% of the electorate voted 

· In Buroja celebrations, in Prapashtica quiet

· Editorial: Vetëvendosje, the novelty of elections 

Other headlines

· Democracy in Action: PDK 34.3%, LDK 25.36%, Vetëvendosje 11.97% (2)

· Exit Poll disputed (2)

· Voters split between disappointment and hope (5)

· Over 50% voted in the capital (6)

· Bigger turnout of citizens in elections (7)

· Ivanovic: Elections splitting Serbs (9)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· PDK wins even more convincingly, even more powerful

· Exit poll of Gani Bobi and Democracy in Action show PDK winning 

Other headlines

· Mustafa calls on LDK supporters to calm down (2)

· CEC: 47.8% of citizens voted, preliminary results today (2)

· PDK supporters celebrate along Pristina streets (3)

· Leaders cast their votes (4)

· Elections without incidents (6)

· Voting in the north too (6)

· Election process was successful (7)

· EU ministers hail elections in Kosovo (8)

· Ivanovic: Elections in Kosovo splitting Serbs (8)

· Draskovic: Kosovo problem cannot be solved without constitutional changes (8)

Express

Front page

· PDK is the first

· He didn’t make it

· Threat of the eagles 

· The World Bank spoke 

Other headlines

· Tupja: Black humour (3)

· Ivanovic: Elections are dividing Serbs (6)

· Appeal for fair elections (7)

· Encouraging messages from internationals (7)

· Independent Media Commission undertakes legal measures for Klan Kosova (8)

· A 32 year old arrested (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Thaçi: Victory of Kosovo, victory of democracy

· Serbs prevented election process in the north

Other headlines

· Awaiting for the verdict of 30 thousand monitors (2) 

· Feith: Democratic elections improve reputation of Kosovo (2)

· Vote for the future of Kosovo (4)

· LDD, complaining parties are in panic (4)

· LDK denies accusations of PDK (6)

· Kurti: Those elections are crucial for the future of Kosovo (7)

· AKR: Kosovo cannot suffer unfair elections process (7)

· Thaçi: Victory of PDK citizens referendum (10)

· LDK will accept only the results from CEC (11)

· CEC: 779.401 voted, or 47.8 percent (11)

· KFOR office attacked in Zubin Potok (14)

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
