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· Brussels announces: Visa dialogue can start in 2012 (dailies)

· Brussels brings draft on crossing points (Zëri)

· Thaçi: Special status for the north – unacceptable (dailies)

· Drews: Zvonko Veselinovic attacked us (dailies)

· Tahiri happy with “rewards” from Brussels (Koha)

· The formula of partners (Express)

· Drenica region supports Murat Jashari for President (Zëri)

· Micunovic: Kosovo status to be solved at international conference (Express)

· Tadic appoints general who fought in Drenica as head of Serb army (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Brussels announces: Visa dialogue can start in 2012 (dailies)

On Monday the European Commission announced that the dialogue on visa liberalization can start in the beginning of the coming year and not before the end of this year, as it was promised. 
Michele Cercone, Spokesman of the Commissioner of Internal Affairs, Cecilia Malstrom, said on Monday in a press conference that the Commission continues to have the aim of the starting of the dialogue about visas for Kosovo, but the steps for the start of the dialogue can be taken in the beginning of the coming year.

He recalled the answer given by Commissioner Malstrom one week earlier, who specified that the Commission is now conducting an evaluation of conditions which were needed to be fulfilled from Kosovo and that only after this evaluation will there be further steps.

Brussels brings draft on crossing points (Zëri)
Zëri reports that Pristina and Belgrade have received the first draft of the EU proposal about the technical protocol for the agreement on integrated management of crossing points. The protocol, which will pave the way to the implementation of the agreement, is expected to be signed very soon. 

Dren Zeka, political advisor to Kosovo’s chief negotiator Edita Tahiri, confirmed the information.  “We are now in the phase of preparing comments after the draft we received from the European Union and after we and Serbia send our comments I believe conditions will very soon be created to implement the agreement,” Zeka said.

The paper also quotes AAK senior official Ahmet Isufi as saying that the agreement is in violation with the Constitution of Kosovo, the law and strategy on the integrated management of borders because the text of the agreement does not contain the word border.

Thaçi: Special status for the north – unacceptable (dailies)

Several dailies report that Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said on Monday that it is absolutely unacceptable for Pristina that to the north of Kosovo be given special status. In an interview given to Serb journalists who stayed in Kosovo in the organization of International Civilian Office (ICO), he called the Serbs in the north of Kosovo for a meeting to discuss the present situation and the plans for the future, reports state Serb news agency Tanjug. Thaçi said that he already met some citizens from the north of Kosovo and added that he does not want barricades, isolation and crime, but rule of law, peace and free movement. “There will not be neither autonomy nor special status, but engagement and respect for all citizens, who will choose their leaders, so that Pristina can work with them”, Thaçi is cited to have said.

Drews: Zvonko Veselinovic attacked us (dailies)

Dailies report that the notorious businessman from the northern part of Kosovo, Zvonko Veselinovic, reign is coming to the end. The EU mission for rule of law has concluded investigations of attacks from two radical groups against KFOR soldiers. In both cases the investigations point to Zvonko Veselinovic. EULEX also requested the cooperation of Serb authorities in the arrest of the controversial businessman. It looks like this news has encouraged KFOR commander, Erhard Drews. The German General who happened to be the witness during the attack in Jarinje, which lasted about two hours did not hesitate to say publicly on Tuesday that Zvonko Veselinovic is the man who is leading the attacks against KFOR. “The violent attack in Jarinje was led and organized by Zvonko Veselinovic. We have the video. While in Jaglenice the attacks were led by his brother, we also have the video of this”, said the KFOR commander. Sources inside EULEX said that efforts for the arrest of the group of Zvonko have intensified.

Tahiri happy with “rewards” from Brussels (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the Kosovo Government is behaving modestly when it comes to the European Union. The opening of some dialogues with lot of conditions was enough for the Government to be happy with the EU. On Thursday and on Friday he stayed in Vienna where he did not have any meetings, so he could return to Pristina Saturday with the rewards from Brussels. “In my opinion the European Union, precisely the European Council of the EU state leaders made a rightful evaluation about the performance of the parties in the technical dialogue. Kosovo has been rewarded for its constructivism in he entire process and this reward includes a package of advancement of Kosovo towards EU. Part of this package is the opening of the dialogue for visa liberalization, contractual relations through trade agreements between Kosovo and EU and the support for the membership of Kosovo in European Bank for Reconstruction and Development EBRD”, said Kosovar Deputy Prime Minister, Edita Tahiri, in a statement for Koha Ditore.

The formula of partners (Express)

Express reports that the New Kosovo Alliance (AKR) will not get another ministry as it requested according to the agreement for the ruling coalition. Sources from the party told the paper that AKR leader Behxhet Pacolli has agreed with Prime Minister Thaçi to get new positions on boards of different agencies in Kosovo. 

“There won’t be a new ministry for the AKR. Based on the coalition agreement, President Pacolli and Mr. Thaçi have reached a mutual understanding,” a senior AKR official, preferring to remain anonymous, told the paper. “They agreed that the party [AKR], instead of a new ministry, will get posts in different boards.”
On the other hand, AKR deputy leader Ibrahim Makolli said the idea was meaningless and denied the existence of such an agreement. “This is the first time I hear about this agreement, I am not informed about this understanding,” said Makolli, adding that he strongly believes that Pacolli did not reach such an agreement with PDK leaders.
Drenica region supports Murat Jashari for President (Zëri)

Zëri reports that all political groups, war associations, pensionists and residents of Skenderaj municipality are openly calling for Murat Jashari, nephew of fallen KLA commander-in-chief Adem Jashari, to run for President of Kosovo. These representatives believe that Jashari is the right man for the job and that if all of Drenica supports him in 2012 presidential elections then he will also receive support from other regions such as Dukagjin, Llap, Gollak and Karadak. The paper quotes a pensionist as saying that Murat Jashari is a candidate of the people. “He is the only one that deserves to run the state because he is the only one with the power to unite the people who is divided in political parties,” added the pensionist.  
Micunovic: Kosovo status to be solved at international conference (Express)

Express quotes Dragoljub Micunovic, one of the leaders of the Serbian Democratic Party, who told media in Belgrade on Monday that Kosovo’s status would ultimately be resolved through an international conference. Micunovic mentioned the example of the 1995 Dayton Conference which ended the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. “If it weren’t for Dayton, Karadzic and Izetbegovic and their successors would still be talking. An international authority is required to find a long-term solution,” he added.

Tadic appoints general who fought in Drenica as head of Serb army (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that General-lieutenant Colonel, Lubisha Dikovic, former commander of the 37 motorized brigades of the Yugoslav army, which during the year 1999 operated in Drenica, was appointed Commander in Chief on Monday of the Serbian Army. The Serbian news agency FoNet informs that Dikovic was appointed to this post by President Boris Tadic. His appointment in this post according to the head of CDHRF, Behxhet Shala, is  proof that the Serbian state is continuing to reward Serb criminals who killed and massacred in Kosovo. Shala said that the name of Dikovic is on the list of high Serb military leaders against whom CDHRF has raised charges. “We don’t have information, because these charges were taken from UNMIK and we don’t know if they have been passed on to EULEX, this mission has not given us any information…”, said Shala. According to him, the international community does not have the will to pursue the riminals, which as Shala said are only progressing professionally for the crimes they committed in Kosovo.

Koha Ditore writes that Dikovic, during the war in Kosovo, where more than 10 thousand Albanians were killed and many others gone missing, was rewarded by Slobodan Milosevic. He together with four other commanders who fought in Kosovo were decorated by Milosevic.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Brussels announces: Visa dialogue could start in 2012

· General Drews: Zvonko Veselinovic attacked us

· Tahiri satisfied with “rewards” from Brussels

· Selling of underground wealth has been left in hands of PAK

Other headlines

· Thaçi: Special status for the north – unacceptable (2)

· Biserko: Tadic’s policy has failed (2)

· Djelic: Candidate status isn’t guaranteed even in March (2)

· Tadic appoints general who fought in Drenica as head of Serbian Army (3)

Zëri

Front page

· Dialogue on visa liberalization, next year

· Brussels brings draft on crossing points

· Zvonko organized attack on KFOR

· Xharra: United around corruption

· Tender for cameras in the north fails for the fourth time

· No unification of LDK and LDD

Other headlines

· Tahiri appeals for implementation of agreement (2)

· Biserko: Tadic failed (2)

· Krasniqi: PDK, the most meritory for independence (4)

· Plus: Kosovo deserves liberalization (4)

· Minus: Decision on Arid Uka – next month (4)

· Murat Jashari for President (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Bllaca shocks again

· Editorial: Confusion

· No consensus on election reforms

· OAK does not want foreign attorneys in Kosovo

· Veselinovic led attack against KFOR

Other headlines

· Nothing special for the north (2)

· Ashton and Fule encourage Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (4)

· They will meet before Christmas (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Nor autonomy, neither special status for the north

· PD supports Pacolli for President

· Drews: Veselinovic caused violence

· Dialogue for visas, this year

Other headlines

· Serbia to implement achieved agreements (2)

· OVL UCK: President, don’t sign the law (5)

· Kosovo golden state  (9)

Express
Front page

· Difficult in the north

· Customs inability 

· Formula of Partners

Other headlines

· Solution in the conference (4)

· Nor Kosovo, neither Europe  (5)

· Old ideas (5)

· Region is stabilizing (6)

· Divided about the reform (6)

· KLA veterans are rejecting the law approved for them (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Drews: We know who attacked KFOR soldiers in the north

· It is still not known how is going to be voted in the coming elections?

Other headlines

· Kosovo deserved the opening of the dialogue for visas (3)
· OVL requests from the President not to sign the law (3)

· Tahiri: Serbia has been punished and Kosovo rewarded from Brussels (4)

· AKB presents Kosovo as “golden state” in Macedonia (9)

· Also Kosovo policeman suspected for criminal acts (12)
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