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·   Marty is not ready to face the European Parliament (Koha)

·   PDK without stance on Ambassador Dell’s suggestions (Koha)

·   Same old, same old (Express)

·  Shatri: I’m not against a coalition with the PDK (Epoka e Re)

·   Trouble with the north (Express)

·   Criminal acts in the north become frequent (Zëri) 

·   Ivanovic: Talks should not begin with serious topics (Epoka e Re)

·   Hague softens accusations against Haradinaj (Infopress) 

·   Policeman’s car burned over order for license plates in the north (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Marty is not ready to face the European Parliament (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page today that Dick Marty has refused the invitation of the Foreign Policy Committee of European Parliament that today in Strasbourg   to talk about his report about Kosovo with the reason that “he has a very tight agenda”. But, EU sources say that Marty, in all probability, has calculated to wait first that his report to be approved on 25 January in the Parliamentary Assembly of European Council (which is not an EU institution), where it will have the help of Serbia and Russia, and afterwards in month of February to come before European Parliament with a stronger position. European Parliament is an EU institution and it does not have any connection with Council of Europe which is more as a General Pan European body which mainly deals with human rights. In the General Assembly of Council of Europe it will be easier for Dick Marty as in European Parliament to gain support for the accusations he claims against Kosovo society, KLA and some present political leaders of Kosovo and former KLA leaders. Russia has a big number of parliamentarians in the General Assembly of Council of Europe, while in the discussion Marty for sure will also have the support from representatives of Serbia and some other countries.  

PDK without stance on Ambassador Dell’s suggestions (Koha)
The party of Hashim Thaçi still did not yet come up with a stance as far as it concerns the advice of American Ambassador in Kosovo, Christopher Dell that the future governing cabinet should consist from people with “clean heads”. Deputy Head of this Party, Bajram Rexhepi, said that he personally supports the statement of Dell. “I as a person, and the party, but I personally support fully that what Ambassador Dell has said”, said Deputy Head of PDK, Bajram Rexhepi. The former Prime Minister, Rexhepi, said further that the issue of the American Ambassadors statement has not been discussed yet in the PDK structures. “In the party we still did not have discussed this”, said Rexhepi. Koha Ditore writes that if the nominated of PDK, Hashim Thaçi, is mandated for the creation of the government and decides to follow the advice of Ambassador Dell, he, should leave outside his governing cabinet some of important figures of his party, such as: Fatmir Limaj, Azem Syla, Latifi Gashi and Rrustem Mustafa. Does this constitute a concern for Thaçi leaving these persons out from the governing cabinet, deputy head Rexhepi did not accept to comment it? “I don’t want to get into details”, said the head of Ministry of Internal Affairs adding once more that he personally supports the stance of American Ambassador.

Same old, same old (Express)

The paper reports that the statement by AAK deputy leader Naim Maloku that Ramush Haradinaj’s party should be part of the next coalition with the PDK does not seem to have troubled much the AAK chairmanship.

The paper contacted the majority of the chairmanship membership who reiterated their position that the party should not enter a coalition with Hashim Thaçi’s PDK. Some mentioned the name of Ramush Haradinaj as the ultimate authority who decides whether or not the AAK will join the government.

“The position of the AAK will be clear after the certification of results. If we enter a coalition with the PDK, I am going to review my position in the party,” said a senior AAK official who had recently joined the party from the LDK.

Shatri: I’m not against a coalition with the PDK (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re carries as the leading front-page story an interview with Haki Shatri, member of the AAK chairmanship, highlighting his statement, “In principle I am not against a coalition with any political party. In principle I am not against a coalition with the PDK. However, I think that it is very difficult for us to join a coalition when our leader is not here. I fear the coalition with Ramush Haradinaj’s presence here. I am certain that with Haradinaj here every coalition would be successful. Without his presence here, I have my reservations about coalitions with any political party, be it the PDK or the LDK.”

Trouble with the north (Express)

Express reports on the front page that instead of providing security for others, members of EULEX are themselves facing trouble in the northern part of Kosovo. The paper argues that in the northern part of Mitrovica, EULEX members are beaten and attacked and their immunity counts for nothing. 

“In a good mood and drunk, members of EULEX don’t seem to mind spending the whole night in different bars in northern Mitrovica, where except illegal structures, they have no authority whatsoever,” the paper notes.

Security analysts meanwhile say that if EULEX does not change its approach, the mission will fail. On the other hand, European officials in charge of rule of law claim they are quiet.

Criminal acts in the north become frequent (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that the decision of the Minister of Interior Bajram Rexhepi to confiscate Serbia’s new number plates, has irritated the criminal groups in the north. Within only two days, these group have undertaken several illegal actions against official individuals, and the most recent case is burning of the vehicle of the deputy chief of border police in Leposavic, Zoran Radunovic. Two days before, the latter has confiscated new number plates at Jarinje border crossing, issued by Serbia for Kosovo Serbs. Frequent incidents in the north are putting under question mark efficiency of international and local security structures in the north, reports this daily.
Ivanovic: Talks should not begin with serious topics (Epoka e Re)

In an interview for BBC, Serbian State Secretary for Kosovo Oliver Ivanovic said dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade should not begin with serious topics that attract major disagreements between the two parties such as the status of Kosovo. Ivanovic suggests that dialogue should begin with the issue of missing persons. He also said that the Serbian side is ready to start dialogue immediately but it is waiting for the establishment of central institutions in Kosovo and Pristina’s negotiating team.

Hague softens accusations against Haradinaj (Infopress) 

Infopress reports that the Hague Tribunal has softened accusations against Ramush Haradinaj and his two fellow combatants at KLA operative zone of Dukagjin, Lahi Ibrahimaj and Idriz Balaj. On Friday, The Hague Court has issued a press release which informs that judges have ordered the Prosecution to correct and shorten several points of the accusation against Haradinaj. The panel of judges has requested from the Prosecution to clear the indictment and hand it over to the court by January 21. Partial trial of Haradinaj is expected to start by the end of this month or beginning of February, and it has been announced that it will conclude within three months, reports this daily. 

Policeman’s car burned over order for license plates in the north (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the vehicle of type Citroën of the member of Kosovo police, at the same time Deputy Commander of border police, Zoran Radunovic, has been burned down in the night of Saturday in north of Mitrovica. Lieutenant Radunovic works in the border gate 1 and has been considered as a person who implemented the order of Kosovo Ministry of Internal Affairs for the confiscation the new Serb number plates for Kosovo. “Radunovic was identified in the community as a person who removed number plates three days before”, said sources of the newspaper in Mitrovica. On Tuesday Oliver Ivanovic, emphasized that he is expecting from EULEX the annulment of the decision of Kosovo ministry, while he left to be understood for the possibility of creating incidents. “The decision to stop the number plates is illegal”, says Ivanovic and adds “It cannot be implemented without the will to couse incidents in the north of Kosovo dominated from Serbs”.
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