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· Sejdiu and Hyseni to take part in UN General Assembly (dailies)

· UNMIK: Zannier has good relations with Thaçi (Koha Ditore)

· UNMIK’s small format (dailies)

· Sejdiu: KSF will be Kosovo’s elite army (dailies)

· Fazli Sejdiu released from detention (dailies)

· Parallel structures block budget money (Koha Ditore)

· ICO: Nothing without the willingness of communities (Koha Ditore)

· KTA loses its tracks (Express)
Kosovo Media Highlights

Sejdiu and Hyseni to take part in UN General Assembly (dailies)

Papers write that Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu and Foreign Minister Skender Hyseni are to travel for New York on September 20 and participate in the session of the UN General Assembly. 
Sejdiu, as reported in Koha Ditore, is to be present at the presidential week organized as part of the General Assembly session. In the session itself, Serbia is expected to present a resolution for asking the International Court of Justice interpretation over the legitimacy of Kosovo’s independence. 
UNMIK: Zannier has good relations with Thaçi (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore quotes UNMIK spokesman Alexander Ivanko as saying yesterday in Pristina that UNMIK chief Lamberto Zannier has not ruined relations with the Kosovar leadership and that the SRSG will return to Pristina on Saturday. Ivanko said that Zannier’s two-week leave from Pristina has nothing to do with ruining relations. “I don’t know where you got this information about such relations between Kosovo’s institutions and Zannier,” said Ivanko. “I read interviews by Mr. Thaçi and Deputy Prime Minister Kuçi and they admit having good relations with Ambassador Zannier.”

UNMIK’s small format (dailies)

Reporting on the UNMIK’s weekly press conference, Express says that the UN Mission in Kosovo will keep less than 30 per cent of its current structure. “Downsizing will include all UNMIK offices including the regional office in Mitrovica. There will be a reduction of 71.5 per cent of staff,” Express quotes UNMIK Spokesperson Alexander Ivanko as saying.  

The paper further writes that the offices that will continue to function even after reconfiguration are the SRSG’s office, office of the chief of staff, political office, legal office, a small office for economic issues, regional office in Mitrovica and a small information office.

Zëri on the same issue reports that as of Monday, UNMIK staff will have their contracts terminated. 

Sejdiu: KSF will be Kosovo’s elite army (dailies)

All dailies cover the meeting that Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu had yesterday with KPC Commander General Sylejman Selimi. Zëri quotes Sejdiu as saying that Kosovo’s institutions will cooperate with each other and with NATO to make the Kosovo Security Force an elite army.

Dailies note that the Sejdiu-Selimi meeting happens at the time of the dissolution of KPC and the establishment of the Kosovo Security Force which according to the Ahtisaari Plan will have 2.500 active members and 800 reserves.

President Sejdiu promised institutional support for those KPC members who for various reasons cannot be part of the KSF.

Fazli Sejdiu released from detention (dailies)

The suspect for the attack of Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi’s house, Fazli Sejdiu was released from a nine-week detention period after the Supreme Court decided there were not enough evidences to continue keeping Sejdiu. 

In an interview for Express, following his release, Sejdiu said he did not know whose house he was entering and that he is sorry for the attack. 

Parallel structures block budget money (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports on the front page that for three months now the office for communities in the Leposavic municipality cannot make use of its funds because parallel structures have taken power since May 11. The budget of € 10,000 allocated for capital investments continues to be blocked because the municipality is now led by illegitimate mayor, Vladimir Ratkovic. 

ICO: Nothing without the willingness of communities (Koha Ditore)

The ICO has stated that the process of electing leaders in the new Kosovo municipalities foreseen by the Ahtisaari Plan will require mutual consultations between the Kosovo Government, the communities of those municipalities and the ICO, Koha Ditore reports. 
Prior to the election of the leadership in the new municipalities, municipal teams will be set up to make preparations for the creation of new municipalities. The consultative process will include the government, the communities and the ICO. The representatives of communities in the teams will not be elected without their consent.

KTA loses its tracks (Express)

Pillar IV in a completely non-transparent way is deleting information from KTA’s computers which will be later given out as a donation, the paper writes today. It adds that these computers were planned to be used as an archive or basis for the initiation of Kosovo Privatisation Agency. However, officials from Pillar IV have denied the reports that computers are taken away from KTA premises but later confirmed this to be the case and that the aim of the operation is to count the available equipment before deciding to pass it on as donation. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Parallel structures block budget funds

· Zannier has good relations with Thaçi, says UNMIK

· June 2009, the end of the Kosovo Protection Corps

· Nothing without the willingness of the communities, says ICO

Other headlines

· Institutions welcome the lobbying by civil society (3)

· Sejdiu and Hyseni to attend session of UN General Assembly (3)

· Fazli Sejdiu released from detention (5)

· Kullashi: Unfounded parallels or the use of minorities (10)

Zëri

Front page

· Kosovo at 63rd session of UN Assembly, but no chances of membership

· KSF will be Kosovo’s elite army

· Shala: The citizen of the state of Kosovo

· Contracts of UNMIK staff members will be terminated on Monday

· Minister Stankovic says he will sue Petkovic and Sheholli for slander

· Author of incident at PM Thaçi’s house released on bail

Other headlines

· Kouchner postpones visit to Belgrade (2)

· Very good cooperation between KFOR and Albanian police (2)

· Editorial: Brussels’ clear word (3)

· Tadic: Serbia does not give up from initiative against Kosovo at UN (4)

· UNMIK tells Serbs that if they want electricity they have to pay (9)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Fazli Sejdiu, suspect for attack against Thaçi, released on bail

· Editorial: Social bomb

· EULEX under the UN umbrella

· KPC, in September the law on retirement

Other headlines

· Contracts at UNMIK to be terminated as of Monday (2)

· The influence of the OSCE drops (2)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Sejdiu not scared by the Serb lobbying

· UNMIK does not know if Zannier read the Constitution

· The Kosovo Security Force – the Army of Kosovo

· Townsend: Comparison between Kosovo and South Ossetia is wrong

· New recognitions in September

· Fazli Sejdiu released on bail before the end of investigations

Other headlines

· Pierce: EU and UN are searching for formula for EULEX (2)

· Svilanovic: Serbia’s relations with EU have complicated (2)

· Kouchner’s visit to Belgrade postponed (2)

· Lavrov: We won’t annex a part of Georgia (2)

· UNMIK downsizes in the north, too (4)

Express

Front page

· Minister, go home [Boban Stankovic]

· Sejdiu: I got into the wrong house

· Opposition empowered

Other headlines

· Small format of UNMIK (3)

· Sejdiu announces new recognitions (3)

· Kouchner cancels visit to Serbia (4)

· Formula for EULEX (5)

· Revenge for Kosovo [conflict in Georgia] (5)

· KSF elite army (7)

· KTA loses tracks? (10) 

Lajm

Front page

· No agenda for lobbying 

· UNMIK to be downsized in the north too

· Pierce disappointed with report that defends Serb extremists 

Other headlines

· Sejdiu and Hyseni in the UN General Assembly (2)

· Legal support for all KPC members (2)

· Bahri [Shabani] the director (7)

· Thaçi’s “assailant” released on bail (10)

Bota Sot 

Front page
· Kosovo army to be in partnership with NATO

· Uncompromised war against violence 

Other headlines 
· Government with no strategy for the youth (4)

· Autumn of UNMIK’s reduction (5)

· Serbia does not accept diplomas with UNMIK’s stamp (7)

InfoPress 

Front page
· Park of economic crime

· Gashi: Scandalous decision

· Sejdiu disregards statements of Serb foreign minister

· Reconfiguration of UN administration in Kosovo begins on Monday

Other headlines 
· Sejdiu in UN General Assembly (2)

· Sejdiu announces new recognitions (3)

· KSF, elite army (5)

Belgrade Media Highlights

· EULEX entered through closed a door  (Vecernje Novosti)

· Tadic: Shed light on Gorazdevac and all other crimes against Serbs (Tanjug)

· Fathers’ of the murdered boys: Killers are known (Beta)

· Tadic: We will not give up on the policy of defending Serbia’s integrity (Tanjug)

· Serbia thanks China over Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Sejdiu: Recognition process unstoppable (Beta)

· Jeremic on visit to US (Beta)

· Prader: Situation in Kosovo changed (Tanjug)

EULEX entered through closed a door  (Vecernje Novosti)

The number of UNMIK personnel will be reduced in Serb enclaves as well, including northern Kosovo, while UNMIK believes that EULEX will function throughout the province under their auspices, UNMIK spokesperson Aleksandr Ivanko told Novosti. He confirmed that the number of employees in the mission would be reduced by as much as 70 percent after the completion of the reconfiguration process that commenced this week on the basis of last month’s decision of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. Around 1,400 UNMIK employees will be left without jobs, while 600 of them will be working in Kosovo in the future as well. The UN mission is moving from the building of the former Pristina Corps command and the Army Building in Pristina, where it has been since 1999. Now it will be returned to the Kosovo government. Everything against the stands of Serbia, Russia and China. UNMIK’s civil administration, whose competencies were taken over by Kosovo institutions with the adoption of the constitution, will not exist as of next Monday. UNMIK representatives at Pristina headquarters have informed Serb institutions in central Kosovo that they will not be cooperating with them as of Monday, because some 150 employees from the civil administration, who were in charge of cooperation with Serb representatives in this part of the province, are leaving the mission! The announcement that we cannot rely anymore on UNMIK representatives in resolving everyday problems means only one thing – that we are forced to cooperate with illegal Kosovo institutions, but also with EULEX, the head of the Kosovo district Goran Arsic tells Novosti. He assesses that the announced UNMIK reconfiguration will greatly hinder the position of Serbs in Kosovo, especially in the central part of the province and in isolated enclaves. Assessing that it is necessary to demand UNMIK’s responsibility for the past “catastrophic results in the province,” the SNC leader for northern Kosovo Nebojsa Jovic stresses that “UNMIK’s withdrawal requires a sharp reaction by the Serbian authorities and the return of the state-of-affairs prior to 1999.” Since UNMIK, who is the only legal instance in the province according to UNSCR 1244, is withdrawing, it is impermissible to let the Serb population be at the mercy of the Albanians who have committed crimes against them over the past nine years, and continue doing so, says Jovic, appealing with the Serbia to protect her people in Kosovo, “because she is the only one authorized for this.”

Tadic: Shed light on Gorazdevac and all other crimes against Serbs (Tanjug)

Serbian President Boris Tadic said on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the tragic murder of two Serb boys in Gorazdevac that he expects the UNMIK head and all other international officials, as well as representatives of Albanian authorities in Kosovo to shed light on this and all other crimes committed against Serbs and other non-Albanians in the southern Serbian province. I expect that the perpetrators who had shot down and murdered innocent children Pantelija Dakic and Ivan Jovovic while bathing, and had injured four more Serbian boys and girls, be found, stressed Tadic. He at the same time pointed to the fact that those who participated in the mass attack of Kosovo Albanians against Serbs on 17 March 2004 have still not faced justice, reminding that there had even been reports in foreign media that Serbs had been responsible for the violence in Kosovska Mitrovica on 17 March this year, when the international forces broke into the building of the local court. Tadic stressed that Serbia would never give up on its demands to have the full truth on all these events established and perpetrators of crimes in Kosovo discovered, nor the search for a solution for Kosovo. Within the bounds of international law and international institutions, above all the UN, Belgrade will search for a compromise solution for Kosovo, which entails the preservation of Serbia’s integrity, as well as a normal life for all people in the province, concluded Tadic.

Fathers’ of the murdered boys: Killers are known (Beta)

Fathers of boys who had been killed five years ago in Gorazdevac near Pec, Pantelija Dakic and Ivan Jovovic appealed to KFOR members and the police to find the killers of their children, because it is known who had fired shots at them. I had personally told them the name and surname of the person who had shot the children and killed Panta and Ivan, said Milisav Dakic, after the service, which had been attended by State Secretary of the Ministry for Kosovo Oliver Ivanovic. The father of murdered Ivan Jovovic, Milos Jovovic had said that no one has done anything to disclose the name of the murderer although this Albanian lives nearby. Jovovic had expressed regret because of this and stressed that no one is doing anything to bring the perpetrators to justice. Representative of the Pec municipality Radojko Dunic said that residents of Gorazdevac are upset every year as this anniversary approaches, as it’s not impossible that similar crimes will happen again. 

Tadic: We will not give up on the policy of defending Serbia’s integrity (Tanjug)

Serbian President Boris Tadic expressed satisfaction with the work of the Serbian delegation at the opening of the Olympic Games in Beijing, attended by a large number of world leaders and business people, and added that he would not give up the policy of the defense of state integrity. Our delegation defended Serbia’s state interest, both regarding the initiative in the UN General Assembly concerning the International Court of Justice, whose opinion we are seeking in order to have a clear position of the highest international legal institution on the unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence, which Serbia considers an illegal act, as well as our economic interests, underlined Tadic. He reminded that in all talks in Beijing he perceived Serbia to be acknowledged, above all for its principled and consistent struggle to preserve its integrity, which is something more and more countries throughout the world respect. Serbia today defends its integrity by not using force, but rather legal and diplomatic instruments, which are acceptable for the international political order and which is something respected in the world. We shall continue this policy, said Tadic. According to him, the Serbian delegation had tried to obtain broad support regarding its initiative before the International Court of Justice, which he considers the most important foreign policy initiative of Serbia in recent years. I had also conveyed to US President Bush the position regarding Kosovo which Serbia will adhere to, and this is the preservation of the integrity of the country and its sovereignty in the southern Serbian province. 

Serbia thanks China over Kosovo (Tanjug)

Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac in Belgrade met with Chinese Ambassador Wei Jinghua. Sutanovac expressed his gratitude “because of China’s principled policy on Kosovo,” Tanjug reported. During the meeting, both officials stressed their satisfaction with the traditionally friendly relations between the two states which rest on principles of international law, mutual respect and non-interference in internal relations. Military cooperation, especially developed in the field of military education and military health care, is extremely important for both states and its intensification was announced, the Defense Ministry said in a statement. 

Sejdiu: Recognition process unstoppable (Beta)

Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu expects further recognitions of independence and says Serbia cannot stop this process. “If you asked Serbia, not a single country would recognize Kosovo,“ said Sejdiu after a meeting with Kosovo Protection Corps Commander Sulejman Selimi. He said that there was no cause for concern, and that statements from Serbian officials concerning recognition of the province’s unilateral independence should not be taken seriously. According to the president, Kosovo officials were doing their job, which would soon lead to new recognitions. “I do not believe that the Kosovo recognition process can be stopped, more countries will recognize us. We’ll continue lobbying with all countries that will join Kosovo in that process,” he underlined.
Jeremic on visit to US (Beta)

Serbian Minister of Foreign Affairs Vuk Jeremic will be on a visit to the US during which he will submit Serbia’s official proposal resolution to the procedure of the UN General Assembly. The Ministry says in a statement that the proposal resolution demands that the UN General Assembly asks the International Court of Justice for a consultative opinion on the legality of Kosovo’s unilaterally proclaimed independence. The action of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is part of a broad spectrum of diplomatic efforts to block recognition of Kosovo’s unilaterally declared independence by other countries, as well as to prevent the so-called Kosovo state from becoming a member of international organisations, reads the statement and adds that the Ministry’s activities have been envisaged in the government’s action plan.

The short-term goal of the initiative is for the countries, who have yet to recognize Kosovo independence, to continue to refrain from doing so until the court gives its consultative opinion on the matter, and to make sure Kosovo is not accepted as a full-fledged member in any important international organization, Jeremic said. Expressing the hope that the court would state that the proclamation of Kosovo's independence was not conducted in accordance with international law, Jeremic said that this would open up a window of opportunity for returning to the negotiating table, which is the long-term point of the initiative.

Prader: Situation in Kosovo changed (Tanjug)

The security situation in Kosovo has changed and the international forces are taking over more police tasks in adherence to this, one of the KFOR commanders Robert Prader said. The Austrian general assessed that the risks of wider conflicts had been significantly reduced, but that Kosovo continues to represent a potential war region. KFOR is ready for all possible scenarios, but their function still develops more towards the control in cooperation with the local population, said Prader. He noted that it was difficult to envisage at the present moment the end of the KFOR mission.

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.

