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· Customs officers at gates when exchange of goods starts (Koha)

· Serbia will not accept customs officers in the north (Koha)

· Seselj radicals in the north on Friday (dailies)

· Minister Rexhepi says his phone tapped since 2002 (dailies)

· Authorities expect Progress Report to evidence failures (Koha)

· Krasniqi: AAK would strengthen the coalition (Express)
Kosovo Media Highlights
Customs officers at gates when exchange of goods starts (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the Kosovo Government achieved an agreement with KFOR, EULEX and the EU on Friday regarding border points 1 and 31 in the north. According to this agreement the commanders of the gates will be appointed from the Government and they will have one assistant for customs and one for police. But, they will only be stationed as observers. 
The Government did not accept explain the details of the agreement, but based on international sources, EULEX customs and police officers will conduct the work and that will not receive orders from Kosovar officials. 
The placement of customs officers will being once Kosovo removes the trade embargo towards Serbian goods. 
International sources have warned that customs officers at the gates will challenge the start date of the implementation of the agreement about stamps and trade. “This way it can be postponed also the implementation of the agreement (achieved today)”, said an international diplomat in Pristina. 
According to the agreement KFOR will deal with unblocking of roads, while EULEX with the placement and protection of officials at the gates. Government sources explained that, according to the agreement, Commanders of the gates will be Albanians. Initially one will be at the gate in Brnjak and later in Jarinje. The agreement was achieved Tuesday after a joint meeting with Hashim Thaçi, EU representatives in Kosovo, KFOR Commander Erhard Drews, Deputy Head of EULEX Andy Sparkes and some Ambassadors in Kosovo.

Serbia will not accept customs officers in the north (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Serbia is preparing an action plan to stop Kosovo police and customs officers from being placed at the border points in the north on 16 September. The statement of Kosovo Prime Minister, Hashim Thaçi, has irritated politicians in Belgrade, who are requesting a halt to this process by diplomatic means. Kosovo customs officers in the north could endanger the implementation of the agreement for stamps, according to Belgrade. Serbian President Boris Tadic has called a press conference, emphasizing that he will request international officials to prevent the violent placement of police and customs officers at the crossing points “Pristina’s plans to place customs officers at the administrative crossing points is not acceptable to Serbia”, emphasized Tadic. According to Belgrade, Kosovo custom stamps are acceptable, without customs officers. Tadic explained that in the talks with Kosovo customs officers was never discussed and therefore, it has nothing to do with the stamps.

Seselj radicals in the north on Friday (dailies)

Several dailies report that a delegation of the Radical Party of Serbia of Vojislav Seselj, announced it will stay in the north of Kosovo on Friday 16 September, to offer, as it says, “support to the brave Serbs who are protecting what is ours, because that day, Hashim Thaçi with the support of Brussels and Washington will try to take Serb crossing points in Jarinje and Brnjak”. According to an announcement on the party’s web page, the delegation will consist of deputy heads, Dragan Todorovic, Milorad Mircic, Zoran Krasic, Gordana Pop-Lazic and the retired General Bozidar Delic. The Fund for Humanitarian Rights of Natasa Kandic raised charges in 2008 against Bozidar Delic and 10 other officers of Yugoslav army for the massacre of 42 Albanian civilians, including women, children and elderly, in the village of Trnje, municipality of Suhareka, on 25 March 1999.

Minister Rexhepi says his phone tapped since 2002 (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that every word that Bajram Rexhepi said in the last nine years over the phone was heard by someone else. He suspects that that someone is from EULEX. He said that his phone has been tapped since 2002, and he has informed EULEX of this, but he does not know from whom. “If I would know it, I would sue them.” he said on Tuesday.

Authorities expect Progress Report to evidence failures (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that government and assembly officials announced on Tuesday that this year’s Progress Report on Kosovo will highlight failures. 
Kosovo’s European Integration Minister Vlora Çitaku, yesterday, gave the final report at the parliamentary committee for European integration about the implementation of obligations stemming from the 2010 progress report. Çitaku said the 2011 report will show “chronic problems” in Kosovo. Members of the parliamentary committee also gave their assessments on the matter. LDK senior official Lutfi Haziri talked about “limited progress”, AAK’s principal deputy leader Blerim Shala said “obligations from the report are being misunderstood” while Vetëvendosje’s Alma Lama talked about “delays in relations between Kosovo and the European Union”. 
Krasniqi: AAK would strengthen the coalition (Express)

Express reports that Kosovo Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi said yesterday that partners of the ruling coalition do not want to abandon the coalition, adding that the eventual involvement of the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK) would only strengthen the coalition. 
“I think that parties that make up the coalition are not willing to give up on governance, so if another political party is added to the equation it would only strengthen the coalition,” Krasniqi was quoted as saying.
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