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· The letter of witness X, accusation against EULEX (Koha)

· Opposition concerned about the findings of Progress Report (Koha) 

· Foreign Policy Club organizes debate on 2011 Progress Report (Koha)

· Cliff: Government should study Progress Report carefully (dailies)

· Fitou: Government should conduct dialogue for the north (Koha)

· Mirel: Repatriation ensured for Kosovo the dialogue for visas (Koha)

· Return to dialogue (Express)

· Cooper and Stefanovic to discuss Bërnjak and Jarinje (Epoka e Re) 

· Lunacek: Two-three years for visa liberalization (Express)

· Government leaves open option for EU administration of the north (Koha)

· Economic plan for the north (Express)

· Gallucci: EU wants Serbia to give up on northern Kosovo (Epoka e Re)

· KFOR removes some barricades (Koha)

· KFOR: Serbs should remove blockades during the weekend (Kosova Sot) 

Kosovo Media Highlights
The letter of witness X, accusation against EULEX (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports in the leading front-page story that protected witness X, now dead, left behind a letter in which he accuses EULEX of psychological torture. The family of the witness Fatmir Zogaj revealed the letter after keeping it hidden for many weeks. 
Zogaj, a Former KLA commander and the key witness in the Kleçka case, kept detailed journals and letters, according to the members of the family, he wrote in detail everything that happened from his first testimony to EULEX up to his decision end his life. 
In the letter he accuses EULEX and the Prosecutor in the Kleçka case, Mauricio Salustro. The most important witness where EULEX accuses nine former members of KLA for war crimes, fumes against the EU mission. The letter is signed by Agim Zogaj and holds the date of 29.12.2010.
Opposition concerned about the findings of Progress Report (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that the opposition has accused the Government of Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi of poor governance and mismanagement, after the release of the European Commission’s 2011 Progress Report. After the publication of the report, Vetëvendosje requested once again the resignation of the entire Government of Kosovo. “As a consequence, a senior official of the Government has admitted that the findings of the Progress Report are facts. And since this is the reality, the report gives us even stronger ground to request the resignation of the government,” said Puhie Demaku. 

The Democratic League of Kosovo is also concerned about the negative assessments of Kosovo. “From all the remarks that came from this report, more concerning is the negative assessment on elections in Kosovo.” stated Lutfi Haziri, deputy of this party. 

The Alliance for the Future of Kosovo, reacted through a press release, which says that the Report is an alarm for the concerning situation in almost all the fields of life in Kosovo, as a consequence of the lack of required actions by the government. 

Foreign Policy Club debates on 2011 Progress Report (Koha)

Koha Ditore covers yesterday’s debate organized by the Pristina-based Foreign Policy Club about the 2011 EC Progress Report on Kosovo. The paper notes that several politicians and representatives of civil society said at the debate they fear that Kosovo’s path toward the European Union will be much longer than Serbia’s. 

Veton Surroi, chairman of the Foreign Policy Club, was quoted as saying, “There is discordance between the pro-European consensus and the reality of an anti-European government, a government that is identified with tolerating corruption and organized crime.”

Augustin Palokaj, Koha Ditore’s Brussels-based correspondent, said at the debate that the European Commission is trying to keep Kosovo engaged in meeting European criteria without reaching contractual relations with it. 

Shpend Ahmeti of the Vetëvendosje Movement and Ardian Gjini of the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK) expressed concern that Kosovo is turning into a track for Serbia’s path toward the European Union. “We are the ones who are making it easier for Serbia to join the EU, whereas Serbia has not changed its approach toward Kosovo a bit,” Ahmeti said.
Cliff: Government should study Progress Report carefully (dailies)

Several dailies report that British Ambassador to Pristina, Ian Cliff, has called on the Government of Kosovo to carefully study the Progress Report, which he believes paints a realistic picture of reality in Kosovo. In a lecture at the American University of Kosovo, Cliff was quoted as saying, “I think the Progress Report on Kosovo represents the reality in Kosovo. These are important steps toward our common goals for Kosovo’s membership in the European Union. Britain encourages the Government of Kosovo to carefully study the report and focus on areas that require further reforms.”

Fitou: Government should conduct dialogue for the north (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Jean Francois Fitou, commented on the part of the Progress Report that addresses the north recommending a comprehensive agenda. According to him, the European Commission did not request that this agenda should be outside the Ahtisaari plan. “It is the duty of the Government and the north of the country, to find a joint approach”, said the Ambassador on Thursday. He did not explain if this means to start a special dialogue. According to him, “Government should talk with the north in order to ensure for citizens freedom”, while he evaluated Progress Report as a fair report.

Mirel: Repatriation ensured for Kosovo the dialogue for visas (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo’s repatriation program, according to European Union representatives, ensured the announcement to start the visa liberalization process. Director for Western Balkans in the General Directorate for enlargement of the EU to the Minister for European Integrations, Vlora Çitaku that the dialogue for visa liberalization will start in December. “We have seen very good progress in the issue of repatriation of people in Kosovo and this has led the commission to launch the dialogue for visas in December”, said Pierre Mirel, Director for Western Balkans in the EU enlargement process.

Return to dialogue (Express)
Express reports that the European Union is not giving up on its efforts to recommence dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia. Robert Cooper, the EU facilitator of the talks, is actively engaging with parties to bring them back to the negotiation table. 
Maja Kocijancic, spokeswoman for the EU High Representative Catherine Ashton, told Express that Cooper saw readiness among both parties to resume the process. 
“We are certain about this. You know that our facilitator went to the region in the last couple of days. During talks in Belgrade and Pristina, both parties gave indications that they will reengage and we are working on setting up a meeting as soon as possible,” she added. Kocijancic said there is no date yet for the next round of talks. 

EU officials say that the agenda of the next meeting is expected to include issues such as telecommunications, energy and Kosovo’s participation in regional forums.

Cooper and Stefanovic to discuss Bërnjak and Jarinje (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that Serbia’s chief negotiator in the discussions with Kosovo, Borislav Stefanovic, stated that on Friday, he will discuss with the EU mediator of these talks, Robert Cooper the border crossings in Bërnjak and Jarinje. “Cooper and I will discuss on Friday, through video connections. I expect that some other issues will be defined as well,” said Stefanovic. 

Commenting the recent actions of KFOR and EULEX to close the alternative roads, Stefanovic stated that “closure of these roads does not contribute to the solution of the problem.” 
Lunacek: Two-three years for visa liberalization (Express)

Ulrike Lunacek, spokeswoman for the German Green Party at the European Parliament and deputy chairperson of the delegation for Albania, Bosnia, Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo, told Radio Deutsche Welle that if the dialogue on visa liberalization with Kosovo starts in December, and if there is a roadmap, the process will depend on Kosovo’s efforts to implement it. 
Lunacek predicts that it will take two-three years for Kosovo to get visa liberalization. “I intentionally will not mention any date because I don’t think it can be done quickly and I don’t want to create false hopes,” she was quoted as saying. 

Government leaves open option for EU administration of the north (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the Kosovo Government gave signals that it would like the EU to solve the problem of the north, which is contrary the European Commission’s report which evaluated that Pristian must come up with a comprehensive plan for northern Kosovo. Deputy Prime Minister, Hajredin Kuçi, said that the Government will identify every advice of European Union addressed through the Progress Report, and everyone each will be part of the guideline of the work in days and months to come. In this context, it has announced measures which have to be undertaken in the north inhabited with Serbs. “You know that Kosovo is under international monitoring, and you know that we have for rule of law international monitoring”, said Deputy Prime Minister Kuçi, when he was asked if the Government is ready to allow a crucial role of EU in the north. He only could say that the solution found must be in the framework of the Constitution and the Ahtisaari package. 

Economic plan for the north (Express)

Express reports that the authorized official to hand over the Progress Report to Kosovo, Pierre Mirel, explained that the European Union does not have any political plan for the north of Kosovo. Mirel said that the EU proposal, of Kosovo to come up with a comprehensive plan, is not a political issue, but an economic one. According to him, the idea arose after the visit of EU Enlargement Commissioner, Stefan Fuele last year in Mitrovica. 

Gallucci: EU wants Serbia to give up on northern Kosovo (Epoka)

Epoka e Re reports that former UNMIK administrator for Mitrovica, Gerard Gallucci, said on Thursday that by connecting the issue of northern Kosovo with Serbia’s membership in the EU, the European Commission is in fact calling on Serbia to give up the north to Kosovo authorities. 
In an opinion piece published on www.transconflict.com, Gallucci wrote there is no indication if the Quint countries and their representatives in Kosovo, EULEX and KFOR, will be status neutral or will try to convince Pristina to compromise. 

Gallucci, who is known for his controversial positions, said the Quint countries now expect Tadic’s regime to give up its position “of not giving up the north to Pristina”. “The main problem with this scenario is that Tadic cannot give up the north. He lacks the political means and the support to implement what the EU wants, while Kosovo Serbs are not willing to back down. Therefore, the EC decision perhaps means that ‘we don’t want new member states’,” Gallucci concluded.
KFOR removes some barricades (Koha)

On Thursday, KFOR started to remove part of barricades around the border point in Jarinje and opened the road for traffic of authorized vehicles. The operation for the removal of these barricades, set up three weeks ago by local Serbs who compose the majority of population in the north of Kosovo, to demonstrate their opposition to the placement of Kosovo customs officers there, was requested from the European Mission for the rule of law, EUELX. KFOR and EULEX announced that the operation was to expand the area around the border points and unblock the roads to allow regular traffic. “KFOR has the right to remove barricades when the circumstances are suitable and it will not tolerate them forever. The citizens should stay far away from the road blocks and barricades and should not take part in protests and illegal activities”, said KFOR commander, General-Major, Erhard Drews.

KFOR: Serbs should remove blockades during the weekend (Kosova Sot) 

On behalf of KFOR,Commander Hansjoarg Konrad, held a meeting with the representatives of the four municipalities in the north to discuss the voluntary removal of the road blockades in northern Kosovo. “Colonel Konrad told the representatives that the blockades have created challenges and obstacles for KFOR operations. Speaking about the results of this meeting, Major General Erhard Drews said that “we are giving a possibility to the population to remove the blockades during this weekend, and allow the free movement.   

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Letter by Witness X contains accusations against EULEX

· KFOR removes some blockades in the north

· Fitou: Government must conduct dialogue on the north

· Gap between Kosovo and Serbia toward the EU is growing bigger

· Kosovo and EU: Together toward development

· Government leaves open option for EU-administration of the north

· Recognition by Gabon confirmed

· Opposition concerned with findings of the Progress Report

· Experts: Kosovo is walking in Greece’s footsteps

Other headlines

· Mirel: Repatriation brought visa dialogue to Kosovo (3)

· Government extends life of illegal license plates for another two months (6)

· Cliff: Government should carefully read the Progress Report (6)

Zëri

Front page

· Another two years in the ghetto

· Praise in speech, criticism in writing

· KFOR shows muscles in Jarinje

· Pacolli accuses MofFA for hiding recognitions

Other headlines

· Insists on Brnjak and Jarinje (2)

· Ivanovic: Dialogue depends on Dell (2)

· Kosovo has a safe future (2)

· Report – an alarm for Kosovo (4)

· Cliff: Carefully study the report (4)

· Visa liberalization, in the next two-three years? (5) 

Kosova Sot

Front page

· EC criticizes judiciary

· The issue of the north becomes foggy

· KFOR: Serbs to remove the blockades during the weekend

Other headlines

· Council for European Integrations established (2)

· Old license plates forbidden from 1 November (2)

· Three requests for visas (3)

· Stefanovic to discuss with Cooper on Bërnjak and Jarinje (4)

· Foreign Ministry confirms official recognition by Gabon (4)

· German press: Serbia does not deserve the status of the candidate (4)

· Vetëvendosje: The report proves political impact on judiciary (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Fitou: Sovreignity cannot discussed

· Gabon recognition, Pacolli’s merit

· Jahjaga: Neither Ahtisaari plus nor international administration

· Barricade at Kroi i Vitakut removed 

Other headlines

· European Commission has found a good balance (2)

· Cooper and Stefanovic discuss Bënjak and Jarinje (2)

· Gallucci: EU requests from Serbia to hand over the north of Kosovo (2)

· Ivanovic: Dell to decide on discussions (2)

· Finland supports Kosovo (3)

· Deimel: Concrete measures required for the north (3)

· Kuçi: The north does not need international administration (5)

· Thaçi: The start of the dialogue for visas, success of the new state (6)

· AAK: The Progress Report, alarm for the situation in Kosovo (6)

· Mirel: There has been success after all (7)
Express
Front page

· Return

· Prosecutor not serious

· KFOR removes something

· We are like this

Other headlines

· Bekim Çollaku: Progress or Regress (3)

· Study the Report (4)

· Ivanovic: Dialogue in the hands of Dell (5)

· For the north economic plan (5)

· Verbal note comes from Gabon (6)

· Two or three years for visas (6)

· Shpend Maxhuni general Director of Kosovo Police (8)

· In the hands of Prime Minister (10)

· Germany supports development (11)
Bota Sot
Front page

· Prime Minister “silent” and Kuçi says “no” to  the European administration of the north

· KFOR closes illegal roads of Serbs in Jarinje

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs abuses with recognitions of Pacolli

· They praise themselves with the “punishments” of European Commission

Other headlines

· Jahjaga: Progress Report, base document in the path of developing the state (2)

· British Ambassador: The Government to study the report (2)

· President welcomed Ambassador of Japan (2)

· It is confirmed the recognition of Kosovo from Gabon (3)

· Stefanovic talks with Cooper through a video link about border points (3)

· Kosovo costs to Serbia 16 euro every second (4)

· Brussels to Serbia: Europe or Kosovo (6)

· Supreme Court confirms 66 years in jail for two policemen  (7)

· Shpend Maxhuni, General Director of Kosovo police (9)

· Dialogue for visa liberalization, success for Kosovo (12)
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