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__________________________________________________
· Preliminary results confirm PDK’s victory (Koha Ditore) 

· Growing evidence for manipulation of votes (Koha Ditore)

· Ambassador Dell, witness of irregularities in Skënderaj (Koha Ditore) 

· European MPs suspect irregularities in Drenas and Skenderaj (dailies)

· ENEMO confirms irregularities in Skenderaj and Drenas (dailies)

· Elections about to be disputed (Koha Ditore)

· Thaçi requests CEC decisions to be respected (Koha Ditore)

· Beqiri: CEC results unacceptable (Epoka e Re)

· Vetëvendosje reports misuses (Zëri)

· FAIR does not accept CEC results (Epoka e Re)

· Serbian politics failed in Kosovo (dailies)

· Ivanovic: Talks after establishment of government in Pristina (dailies)

· EU: Discussions with Belgrade to start as soon as possible (Epoka e Re) 

· EU: We want a fast creation of the government because of the dialogue with Belgrade (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Preliminary results confirm PDK’s victory (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that after many delays the Central Election Commission has managed to announce the preliminary results of the extraordinary election of 12 December. The preliminary result raises even higher the victory of PDK with 33.5 percent. The Democratic League of Kosovo is second with 23.6 percent, third is Vetëvendosje with 12.2 percent, then the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo with 10.8 percent of votes. AKR coalition received 7.1 percent of the votes, while the preliminary result leaves out of the Kosovo Assembly the Democratic League of Dardania with 3.3 percent and FAIR with 2.2 percent. This daily reports that the preliminary result includes all municipalities, therefore also Skënderaj and Gllogovc, where observers reported irregularities. 

Growing evidence for manipulation of votes (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the filling up of boxes and multiple voting which was made possible by the nonfunctioning of ultraviolet lamps for the verification of fingers has made the elections of Sunday the most damaged electoral process that Kosovo ever had in its new history. The manipulation is believed to have reached a peak in Drenas and Skenderaj, but it did was not lacking in other municipalities. In at least nine municipalities there was a lack of ultraviolet lamps and, as a result, multiple voting in the same polling stations. The irregularities have been observed and reported by the monitors of Democracy in Action, but also by international diplomatic monitors. The process is, therefore, thought to be damaged significantly. “The international community wants to give the Kosovo institutions, CEC and especially the panel the possibility to do their job. This is the first time that monitors have reported, in such depth, on irregularities. It is not the time to do comparisons with the past elections. It should be marked that there were irregularities and those should be corrected. It remains with ECAP how they will fix the problems, apart from ECAP we are also expecting to see action from political parties” said a high international representative close to the diplomatic mission who monitored elections.     

Ambassador Dell, witness of irregularities in Skënderaj (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore has published a press release of the of the United States Embassy in Kosovo, which congratulates the people of Kosovo on their first post-independence general elections, stressing that they were an expression of democracy, expressing satisfaction with the number of Kosovars that showed their commitment by casting ballots across the country.
“American observers were present at polling locations throughout Kosovo on December 12, and they observed a process that, with a few serious exceptions, was largely efficient and effective. Ambassador Dell observed elections in 17 polling stations at 12 polling centers in the municipalities of Gllogovc, Gjakove, Decan, Peje, Kline, and Skenderaj. The Ambassador also observed a vote count at Hamez Jashari High School in Skenderaj (polling station 2101x/02R). There were irregularities during the count that the Ambassador observed, challenged, and reported.  The ballots in the box exceeded the number of signatures in the voters’ book,” says this press release. This daily reports that the Spokesperson of the U.S. State Department Mark Toner, considering the election process mainly efficient, but also requested addressing of the irregularities.  
European MPs suspect irregularities in Drenas and Skenderaj (dailies)

European Parliament delegation that monitored Kosovo elections on 12 December gave a positive mark to the overall process but expressed concerns over possible irregularities in the municipalities of Drenas and Skenderaj. Doris Pack urged political parties to follow the necessary legal procedures and said identified violators should be criminally prosecuted. Ulrike Lunacek, on her part, said she could not say for sure what kind of effect these municipalities will have on the overall result but called on the panel for complaints to decide the issues in a transparent manner. 

ENEMO confirms irregularities in Skenderaj and Drenas (dailies)

The European Network of Election Monitoring Organisations (ENEMO) assessed the overall elections process in Kosovo as calm and peaceful but the organization raised a number of criticisms over irregularities in the voting process. In this respect, ENEMO officials mentioned family voting, disrespect for confidentiality of the vote and allegations for vote manipulation. They also mentioned the high reported turnout in municipalities of Drenas and Skenderaj. The turnout of 94% and 98% respectively, according to ENEMO, is suspicious as the level of participation in these municipalities in last local elections was significantly lower. 

Elections about to be disputed (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reported that the election process is going toward being disputed. Vetëvendosje has taken the decision not to recognize results in four municipalities, while LDK has the stance not to recognize them in six municipalities. Also unhappy with the process in Skenderaj is the member of PDK, Gani Koci. The Election Complaints and Appeals Panel have been handed over 171 complaints. 

Thaçi requests CEC decisions to be respected (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the head of PDK, Hashim Thaçi, the party that has been put at the center of criticism about stealing votes, has congratulated the citizens for, as he said, a fully successful parliamentarian election of 12 December 2010. “Based on comprehensive evaluations done until now by different missions of national and international monitors including here, the official statement of the European Union from the office of Baroness Catherine Ashton and the EU Enlargement Commissioner, Stefan Fuele, the election process has been evaluated as very calm, well prepared and without a serious technical deformations, which would put doubts over the election’s result”, said Thaçi.

Beqiri: CEC results unacceptable (Epoka e Re)

LDK General Secretary Ismet Beqiri said CEC preliminary results are unacceptable for the party because there were irregularities in Drenas and Skenderaj. “According to the CEC, we have 70,404 votes or 9% from these municipalities. Legal actions have to be undertaken as a result of what happened in these municipalities,” noted Beqiri. 

Vetëvendosje reports misuses (Zëri)

Officials of the Vet​ëvendosje movement yesterday in a press conference presented a video clip which they said was recorded in Drenas showing one person filling out blank ballots and circling PDK as well as the candidates under 1, 4 and 5, namely Hashim Thaçi, Fatmir Limaj and Azem Syla. Vetëvendosje officials gave no additional details over the video recording but said they will present it to relevant authorities. The press conference was also attended by three members of the movement who claimed to have been beaten up and threatened on election day by PDK supporters. Vetëvendosje also announced it will not recognize results in four municipalities because of irregularities: Deçan, Malisheva, Drenas and Skenderaj.

FAIR does not accept CEC results (Epoka e Re)

FAIR leader Ilir Deda said this political party will not recognize the preliminary results of the CEC as, according to him, there was manipulation of votes. “FAIR does not accept CEC preliminary results because they are biased. They reflect massive vote theft that happened on election day,” said Deda.

Serbian politics failed in Kosovo (dailies)

Dailies quote Serbian political analyst Dusan Janjic as saying that the relatively high turnout of Serbs living south of the Ibër in Kosovo elections is a reflection of bad politics by Serbian authorities. However, Janjic added, this does not mean that Kosovo Serbs have turned their backs on Belgrade. Janjic told Beta news agency that the turnout of Serbs shows that Belgrade in fact cannot and does not want to help them in their daily lives, which, for instance, was displayed by the decision to cut assistance. He argued that the Serbian authorities in fact in an unprincipled way have encouraged Serbs to take part in elections. What is worrisome according to Janjic is the situation in the northern part of Kosovo where Serbs boycotted the elections. “Belgrade has not made a statement about this, which means that it is sending the message for the possible partition of Kosovo and this is worrisome for Serbs living south of Ibër,” Janjic concluded.

Ivanovic: Talks after establishment of government in Pristina (dailies)
Oliver Ivanovic, State Secretary in the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo, said on Sunday that he expects talks between Kosovo and Serbia to commence after the establishment of the new government in Pristina. “We are ready for negotiations but they will certainly take place after the establishment of the government,” Ivanovic said in an interview for state TV. “In Hashim Thaçi we must see an interlocutor for future negotiations.” According to Ivanovic, Serb political parties in Kosovo will not have a major role in the future government because they don’t have good connections with Belgrade. Ivanovic also said he expects the PDK to form a coalition with the Pacolli-led AKR.

EU: Discussions with Belgrade to start as soon as possible (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that EU Foreign Ministers have concluded on Monday in Brussels that the Government of Kosovo should be created as soon as possible, in order to start the Pristina–Belgrade dialogue. Slovenia’s Foreign Minister Samuel Zbogar said to the press that five or six EU Foreign Ministers stress that Kosovo’s European perspective should be considered, and related to this, the possibility of the start of the dialogue between Brussels and Pristina for the removal of visas for Kosovo citizens.  
According to Zbogar the EU High Representative Catherine Ashton, said at the meeting that within the Pristina–Belgrade dialogue some encouragements should be made and liberalization of visas for Kosovo should be considered. According to diplomatic sources, many member countries during the preparations of the meeting said that the eventual “green light” of the European Commission for the dialogue on the liberalization of visas, has to be considered in details.  

EU: We want a fast creation of the government because of the dialogue with Belgrade (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that in the EU reactions in connection with the elections process in Kosovo it is made clear that Brussels sees as a priority a fast start of the dialogue with Belgrade; therefore, it is waiting for the fast creation of the new government. Some EU officials explained yesterday evening to Koha Ditore that with the statements of high officials about the elections, in which is saluted the calmness during the elections process, the EU did not want to lower the weight of irregularities in these elections. Those sources explained that the positive evaluation of the EU has been given because of the fact that there was no violence, unrest, or breach of order and security of citizens during the day of Sunday. But, they have added that that this cannot be read as a positive evaluation for all the aspects of the election process.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

·  Growing evidence for manipulation of votes

·  Preliminary results confirm PDK’s victory

·  Ambassador Dell witnessed irregularities in Skenderaj

·  Elections about to be disputed

·  EU wants government to be established soon, for dialogue with Belgrade

·  ENEMO confirms irregularities in Drenas and Skenderaj

·  EULEX: We cannot investigate Sim to Sim

Other headlines

·  EU parliamentarians suspect irregularities in Skenderaj and Drenas (2)

·  Britain calls for election irregularities in Kosovo to be addressed (2)

·  Krasniqi awaits certification of results for the new institutions (4)

·  Thaçi calls for respect for CEC decisions (5)

·  FAIR does not recognize CEC results (6)

·  Haxhinasto: New government will have Albania’s support (6)

·  De Marnhac congratulates Kosovo Police for its job during elections (7)

Zëri
Front page

· They don’t want to rule with PDK

· Irregularities present disappointment 

· Internationals note irregularities 

· Elections produce chaos 

Other headlines

· There were irregularities in Skenderaj and Drenas (2)

· Talks after government is formed (2)

· Kosovo in the focus of US media (2)

· CEC announces results; PDK leads with 33.5% (4)

· Krasniqi: Appeal to relevant authorities (5)

· Isolated incidents (8)

· Vetëvendosje reports misuses (8)

· ECAP has received 171 complaints (8)

· AAK: Elections process manipulated (9)

· Serbia failed in Kosovo (9)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· PDK 33.5%, LDK 23.6%, Vetëvendosje 12.2%, AAK 10.8%, AKR 7.1%

· USA and EU, protect elections 

· PDK fined with €119,000; LDK with €80,000

· The Economist: Enormous manipulations

· The Guardian: When 149% vote

· Editorial: A discriminating regulation for media 

Other headlines

· ENEMO confirms calm voting and manipulations (2)

· Krasniqi: CEC and ECAP decide (2)

· Feith congratulates the people of Kosovo (4)

· Thaçi: Accept CEC and ECAP decisions (5)

· Albania, biggest supporter of Republic of Kosovo (5)

· London hails parliamentary elections in Kosovo (5)

· EU asks for a new government and president in Kosovo (5)

· Allegations for vote misuse (5)

· Vetëvendosje does not recognise results in four municipalities (6)

· Ahmeti: Many irregularities in elections process (6)

· EULEX: “Sim2Sim” not a criminal act (15)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· PDK leads with 10% from LDK 

· Naser Rugova accepts defeat, expresses optimism for the future

· Only 171 complaints on elections

· Unclear decision for release of Haradinaj

Other headlines

· EU: Dialogue with Belgrade as soon as possible (2)

· Ivanovic: Discussions, after creation of the government (2)

· Janjic” Serbian politics has failed in Kosovo (2)

· Haliti and Gashi discuss for Kosovo at EC (3)

· Vetëvendosje does not accept election results in four municipalities (5)

· Beqiri: CEC results unacceptable (5)

· Deda: FAIR does not accept CEC results (5)

· AAK to make an announcement today at a press conference (5)

· Ilir meta to visit Kosovo (9)

· Serb terrorist organizations caused problems in the north (11)

Express

Front page

· Confirmed

· Mainly OK

· Sell equipment

· Presents for life

· Normality returns

 Other headlines

· Hasimja: Amnesty toward election crime (2)

· Rugova: What is happening with LDD? (3)

· Elections conveyed a good message in Kosovo (4)

· Thaçi values elections (5)

· Serbian policy failed in Kosovo (5)

· Discussions after creation of government (5)

· Ambassador Dell proves irregularities (6)

· EULEX praises the police (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· CEC: PDK leads with 33.5 percent, LDK with 23.6

· USA: Elections process efficient, with serious exceptions
· Kosovo threatened from Serb terrorism

· O sole mio!

Other headlines

· For elections – 131 complaints from parties (2)

· Krasniqi: The complaints should be directed to the independent institutions (4)

· EU happy with elections in Kosovo (4)

· Marnhac congratulates Kosovo police (4)

· PDK secedes “to whom it will lay its hand” (4)

· The day of elections encouraging for democratic development of Kosovo (6)

· ENEMO: Elections according standards (6)

· LDK, AAK and Vetëvendosje are disputing some municipalities (8)

· LDK says that the government can be done also without Thaçi as Prime Minister (9)

· Democracy in Action, silent (9)

· USA: The integrity of vote to be protected (11)

· Imagined talks with Lamberto Zannier (19)

· Aphorism which would be ever written from Lamberto Zannier (19)

Infopress
Front page

· PDK first , keeps up

· Elections according to international standards

· Feith congratulates for elections 

· FAIR rejects CEC results

Other headlines

· USA: CEC to address irregularities (2)

· The decision of CEC to be respected (2)

· Elections were expression of democracy (2)

· 171 complaints in ECAC (2)

· Elections with international standards (4)

· Consolidation of democracy (5)

· North with incidents (10)
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