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__________________________________________________
· Serbs to Harland: We have full security (Zëri)

· Mitrovica waiting for decentralization with a new law (Koha Ditore)

· Police fail to arrest fugitive Enver Sekiraqa (dailies)

· Assembly seeks strategy to neutralize illegal structures (Koha Ditore)

· Serwer: Serbia’s integration in the EU will be conditioned with Kosovo

· Ivanovic: Current Kosovo status is provisional (Zëri, Express)

· Bogdanovic: Creation of KSF will be a problem for the Balkans (Zëri)

· EULEX won’t be allowed to replace UNMIK in Serb areas (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Serbs to Harland: We have full security (Zëri)

Zëri reports that during a meeting with local Serbs in the town of Klina, Acting PDSRSG David Harland said the life of Serbs there goes on without any problems, adding that “I saw here that a normal life goes on”. 

“I paid a visit to Serbs today together with my friend Ismail Yilmaz [former UNMIK administrator in Klina], and we came to see what is the security situation in Klina and from the conversations we had we saw that there is a normal life going on for all and this gives us inspiration not only for Klina, but for all of Kosovo,” Harland was quoted as saying. 
Mitrovica waiting for decentralization with a new law (Koha Ditore)

The paper writes that unwillingness of the Serb community in Mitrovica to take part in the decentralization process has forced the local government to start the process of creating new municipalities in certain location but without setting up the new northern municipality in Mitrovica. Mayor Bajram Rexhepi said that a new law should be drafted so as to define the city as having two municipalities because, according to him, the present legislation does not determine such a thing.

Police fail to arrest fugitive Enver Sekiraqa (dailies)

Koha Ditore and Zëri report in their leading front-page stories this morning that Enver Sekiraqa, one of the main suspects for organizing the murder of KPS officer Triumf Riza, escaped the police who were trying to arrest him on Saturday night in Pristina. 

Investigation units received information that Sekiraqa was seen in a restaurant in Vranjevc neighbourhood, and during the intervention police ran into slight resistance during which two officers suffered light bodily injuries. 

Citing unnamed sources, Koha Ditore reports that some suspects arrested by the police are not member of Sekiraqa’s group, while Sekiraqa and three other men who were in the restaurant managed to escape. 

Under the headline The nine lives of Sekiraqa, Express reports that Sekiraqa escaped police on Saturday night thanks to the people who surrounds him. The paper also quotes Interior Minister Zenun Pajaziti that there won’t be a safe haven in Kosovo for all those who have committed crimes.

Assembly seeks strategy to neutralize illegal structures (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Parliamentary Committee on Internal Affairs and Security in a report has called on preparation of a strategy that would neutralize Serb parallel structures in Kosovo. “These illegal structures that operate in Kosovo are considered criminal by both international and local institutions and therefore there should be a combined strategy to neutralize these,” the internal report is said to read. The report finds that the security situation in Kosovo remains calm but still fragile.

Serwer: Serbia’s integration in the EU will be conditioned with Kosovo

Zëri quotes Daniel Serwer, director of the Balkans Initiative at the U.S. Institute for Peace, as saying, “Among over 20 countries that have recognized Kosovo’s independence, at least one of them and certainly more will be against Serbia joining the European Union, if the issue of Kosovo is not resolved. I know that EU senior officials say that these two things are not related, but this is only bureaucratic rhetoric. The fact is that Serbia must resolve the issue of Kosovo before becoming an EU member.”

Ivanovic: Current Kosovo status is provisional (Zëri, Express)

Serbian State Secretary in the Ministry for Kosovo, Oliver Ivanovic, said in an interview for BBC that “the current Kosovo status is provisional and Kosovo’s path to Europe passes through Serbia.” He said there can be no status talks at the moment but that after a certain period of time the issue will once again gather Albanians and Serbs around the table. 

Asked whether talks between UNMIK and Belgrade government are obligatory to the sides, Ivanovic said that once an agreement is reached it will oblige the three sides to respect it. “I assume that at a final stage UNMIK will be obliged to agree with Kosovo Albanians on the deal it already agreed with us,” Ivanovic added. 

Bogdanovic: Creation of KSF will be a problem for the Balkans (Zëri)

Serbian Minister for Kosovo, Goran Bogdanovic, is quoted as saying that the creation of the Kosovo Security Force would present a problem for the entire Western Balkans region. “That security aspect is dangerous for the whole Western Balkans,” said Bogdanovic adding that KSF would deteriorate relations between Serbs and Albanians and deepen even further the distrust between the communities. 
EULEX won’t be allowed to replace UNMIK in Serb areas (Zëri)

The paper reports that the Assembly of the Association of Serb Municipalities in Kosovo debated on the current political situation in Kosovo and concluded that EULEX will not be allowed to replace UNMIK in Serb settlements in Kosovo. “This would be in contravention with Resolution 1244,” it was said in the conclusions.

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

·  Sekiraqa escapes the police in “Kodra e Trimave”

· Assembly seeks strategy to neutralise illegal structures

· “Mabetex” has received few points from the assessing committee

· Kosovo Government rules out ICO criticisms

· Mitrovica waiting for decentralisation with a new law 

Other headlines

· Plus of the week: Arrest of bribery (2)

· Minus of the week: Lawmakers with illegal salaries (2)

· Ideological split of Serbs on EULEX (2)

· Haradinaj calls for opening of an office for Preshevo Valley (5)

· 19 suspects face charges for the great escape in Dubrava (6)

Zëri

Front page

· Pacolli’s €15 million tender puts into question opposition bloc 

· Haradinaj calls for creation of a government office for Preshevo Valley

· Serwer: Serbia to be conditioned EU entry with Kosovo 

· Ivanovic: Current Kosovo status is provisional 

· Police seize 30kg of gold and €200,000

· Shala: Zero percentage on Kosovo 

Other headlines

· Bogdanovic: Creation of KSF will be a problem for the Balkans (2)

· Hyseni to OIC: Block Serbia’s resolution at the UN (4)

· EULEX will not be allowed to replace UNMIK in Serb settlements (4)

· Special police in action to arrest Enver Sekiraqa and other suspects (5)

· Serbs to Harland: We have full security (7)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Feith: Alongside communities 

· Haradinaj: Thaçi did not invite me

· Sejdiu and Hyseni this week in UN 

· Search for arrest of Enver Sekiraqa 

· Editorial: Time for Assembly 

Other headlines

· 79% of respondents accept independent Kosovo (3)

· Plassnik: International law was not breached with recognition of Kosovo (3)

· Kurti: Macedonia does not wish to ruin relations with Serbia (3)

· 100,000 new passports in two months (7)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Without a shadow government

· Hyseni in Arab countries, Jeremic in the U.S.

· Plassnik: International law was not violated with Kosovo’s recognition

· Demaçi: Independence with flaws

· Hashim Thaçi, the most trusted leader

· Kosovar diplomacy, much ado about nothing

· Haradinaj calls for a Government office for Preshevo Valley

Other headlines

· Serwer: Serbia must recognize Kosovo before entering the EU (2)

· Kurti: Macedonia does not want to ruin relations with Serbia (3)

Express

Front page

· 9 lives of Sekiraqa  

· Diplomatic fortnight 

· Explanations for Mabetex 

Other headlines

· Solution for the court (3)

· Golden middle [Elections] (4)

· Ivanovic: Status of Kosovo is provisional (5)

· Croatian peacekeeper sentenced (6)

· Serbs want to live in Kosovo (8)

· Daci diminishes local leaders (9)

Lajm

Front page

· We will win in court too!

· Communities with a status

· Uninformed!

· Pristina with a budget of €42 million

Other headlines

· Feith: No rule of law without investments (2)

· Bogdanovic continues Samardjic’s policy (2)

· Hyseni receives indications for new recognitions (3)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Serbia trafficking arms in Kosovo!

· Institutions do not even have lists for the killed and wounded!

· The sanitary isolation of the state of Kosovo

Other headlines

· Poll: Thaçi – the most preferred leader (3)

· The judiciary threatens the Government with a protest (5)

Infopress

Front page

· KEK ignores the Government!

· Police action to catch Enver Sekiraqa fails

· Arab countries give signs

· They expel him from the Assembly?

· Osmani: Para-politics in the LDK

Other headlines

· Serwer: Serbia must recognize Kosovo (2)

· COMKFOR encourages the KPC (4)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· Narochnitska: They want to set us at odds (Vecernje Novosti)

· Pec: Thirty kilos of gold and 200.000 Euros seized (Blic/Beta)

Narochnitska: They want to set us at odds (Vecernje Novosti)

The politicians of old Europe are aware of doing injustice, at Washington’s suasion, to the Serbs when they were forcing for Albanians to receive their state in Kosovo. At the time, none of them were interested in international law. They kept repeating that Kosovo was a unique case and no one was listening to warnings of Moscow that this would cause a chain reaction. Now, when “new unique cases” appeared, America and her allies in the West don’t know what to do and are deceiving their public with “soft threats” to Russia, popular Russian scientist and politician Natalya Alexeyeva Narochitska tells Novosti in an interview. 

You claim that the West has no way of punishing Russia, and you consider the threat that she will be thrown out of the ‘big eight’ ridiculous… 

“The division in the West regarding the possible sanctions towards Russia is proof of weakness, and not of what some are saying how Russia’s isolation from Europe is a bad move. They are aware that they cannot isolate Russia any longer. Russian gas, oil and raw material are important for Europe. Furthermore, Russia is an excellent payer.”

Many in Russia say that in America, but also in other countries in the West, international law, democracy are discussed, but they only recognize force when it suits them… 
“It sounds silly when those who bombed Belgrade and Serbia and killed her citizens are now lecturing Russia of ‘inadequately applying force in Georgia’.”

Russia has so far supported Serbs regarding Kosovo. Will Russia’s position, after a short war in the Caucuses, weaken? Is their truth in the prognosis that Moscow will now give up from Kosovo and the Serbs? 
“Russia will continue to support the Serbs, because this is our sincere position, thus, it is not the result of any interest. Nobody can silence Russia as the SC member. Any objective analysis will show that a part of territory was seized from Serbs, which was theirs. On the other side, Southern Ossetia and Abkhazia were annexed to Georgia only during the time of Stalin. Stories on how Russia defended the Serbs over her interests have been launched and spread by those who wish to set at odds our two nations. Those who are offended by the friendship between the Serbs and Russians are trying in different ways to prove how Moscow has her own interests. The stories how Russia was supposedly ready to agree with the US on not to interfere in the Kosovo issue if Washington doesn’t interfere in Abkhazia and Georgia are also coming from the West. All those speculations have no ground, because Russia doesn’t need any new territories. Besides, our army didn’t bomb Tbilisi, as the Americans and NATO member-states bombed Belgrade and other parts of Serbia.”


Pec: Thirty kilos of gold and 200.000 Euros seized (Blic/Beta)

The Kosovo police have seized around 30 kilos of gold and around 200,000 Euros in the Pec region, the police stated. As stated, it is suspected that the gold and money illegally entered Kosovo and that Turkey was the final destination. The police state that it received information about a suspicious package and that it discovered the gold and money following a search of a van in one yard. The police arrested two suspects – Besin Kapuci (46) from Pec and Ali Murat Kaiu (50) from Istanbul. 
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