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· Kosovo will remove embargo against Serbian goods (Koha)

· EU: Customs officers to be sent after the removal of embargo (Koha) 

· France and Britain support extension of sovereignty (Express) 

· Serbia threatens Pristina with diplomacy (Koha)

· Pressure from New York (Express) 

· The final plan for September 16th (Zëri)

· Serbs continue to block roads in the north (Koha)

· Rasmussen to reconfirm pledge to stay in Kosovo as long as needed (dailies)

· Hungary will lobby in Slovakia and Romania to recognize Kosovo (Koha)

· Hoxhaj: Arab countries changing their position on Kosovo (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Kosovo will remove embargo against Serbia goods (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that Kosovo expressed readiness, on Wednesday, to implement unilaterally the achieved agreement with Serbia on customs stamps.  September 16th onwards Kosovo borders will be open to Serbian goods. Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, said that from Friday the Government will act in accordance with international agreements and actions will not be influenced by Belgrade. He said this when asked by Koha Ditore if Kosovo is set on removing reciprocity measures and allowing for the flow of goods even though Serbia may continue with its embargo against Kosovo products in place for more than three years. “Kosovo will act in accordance with our proclaimations on the implementation of its operational plan.  The plan will start on 16 September and there will be strict rules”, said Prime Minister Thaçi. “On the other hand I have heard disappointing and frustrating statements by Belgrade, but Belgrade does not have influence here. Kosovo is a sovereign state”, added Thaçi.

EU: Customs officers to be sent after the removal of embargo (Koha) 
Koha Ditore reports that the European Union, respectively EULEX, supports Kosovo’s plan to send customs officers to borders gates in northern Kosovo, if the Government of Kosovo makes the decision to suspend reciprocity measures on Serbian goods. Even though the EU representative, Fernando Gentilini, was involved in the consultations on this plan between the Kosovo Government with KFOR, EULEX and other international representatives, on Thursday, it was not easy for Brussels to take a joint position. “The agreement reached by dialogue on 2 September, regarding the recognition of stamps, marked a significant step for free trade in the region, and also for the European perspective of Kosovo and Serbia. We have been consulted by Kosovo authorities regarding the manner of the implementation of this agreement.  The plan that derived from the consultations aims to improve the rule of law at the gates in the north of Kosovo,” says the EU. “The plan will be implemented on the 16 September.  And the EU expects the embargo on the trade between Kosovo and Serbia to be removed.” 

France and Britain support extension of sovereignty (Express) 

Express reports that the French Ambassador in Kosovo, Jean-Francois Fitou, has reconfirmed his country’s support for the extension of sovereignty in the entire territory of the Republic of Kosovo, and with it install law and order. During a meeting with Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi, Fitou expressed support for the placement of police and customs officers at Gates 1 and 31 in the north of Kosovo.
The British Ambassador in Kosovo, Ian Cliff has the same position. He also expressed support for implementation of the plan for free trade and fictionalization of the customs points in the north. Ambassador Cliff met yesterday with Deputy Prime Minister Edita Tahiri, and discussed the dialogue with Serbia. 

Serbia threatens Pristina with diplomacy (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Serbian President Boris Tadic gathered Serbian officials involved with the Kosovo issue on Tuesday evening to discuss and draft an action plan for the north, in case Kosovo police and customs officers are placed in the border crossing points in the north. Unofficial sources in the Serbian Government say two ministers, and some other officials who represent Serbs of the north in the Government, the police minister, Ivica Dacic and the Head for the Pristina-Belgrade talks, Borislav Stefanovic were present. The measures proposed look similar to those of July, when Serbian officials stayed in the north to calm the situation and lobby KFOR and the international community to do the same. Serbian measures against the placement of Kosovo customs and police officers in the north are diplomatic and political. But, Belgrade warns that it cannot be said, that nothing can be done about this. Government opposition is requesting a parliamentary session on Kosovo, while radicals are announcing a visit the north to support Serbs.

Pressure from New York (Express) 

Express reports that Serbia and its allies are trying to stop the plan of the Government of Kosovo to establish control at border points in the north via the United Nations Security Council. Sources of this daily said that on Wednesday evening the Council held consultations regarding a letter from Serbia, and an extraordinary session for Kosovo is expected to be held at the request of Russia on Friday. Despite this, Kosovo’s Prime Minister reiterated that the plan for the north will start on 16 September. Citing Serbian media reports, Epoka e Re says that Serbia’s Foreign Minister confirmed that he has addressed the Security Council. 
The final plan for September 16th (Zëri)

Zëri reports on the front page that it has claimed to secure from EULEX sources documents and plans for the deployment of local and international police and customs officers in Bërnjak and Jarinje. According to the plan, Kosovo Police and EULEX will jointly maintain control at Gates 1 and 31 at the border with Serbia, while KFOR troops will be present and remain on a state of alert.

“It has been decided that there should be 25 containers at customs gate 1. Kosovo Police will send eight containers and EULEX will send 17,” said an EULEX official close to meetings held in the last couple of days on the matter. The same source said that containers will not be sent to Gate 31 because there are already some there. 

Serbs continue to block roads in the north (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that groups of Serbs have continued their road blockades on Tuesday evening and on Wednesday, impeding the movement of KFOR units. On Wednesday morning, a KFOR convoy was blocked only to be allowed to pass later on. Initially all roads leading to the northern part of Kosovo were blocked by Serbs Tuesday night. Another blockade has been set up near the Technical School in northern Mitrovica. A KFOR convoy, which was headed to Jarinje, was sent back to southern Mitrovica after being blocked by Serbs near the town of Zvecan. 

Rasmussen to reconfirm pledge to stay in Kosovo as long as needed (dailies)

Dailies report thatNATO headquarters in Brussels has confirmed that NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen, will visit Kosovo on Thursday, where it is expected he will have his first meeting with the new KFOR commander, General-Major, Erhard Drews. In a short statement by NATO it was revealed Rasmussen will also meet with Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, Deputy Prime Minister, Slobodan Petrovic and the Minister of Kosovo Security Force, Agim Çeku. NATO diplomats say they are aware that the visit of the head of this Alliance comes at a very delicate moment in Kosovo, with the situation in the north is, as a diplomat expressed himself, very fragile and full of tensions. Therefore, according to NATO sources, it is expected that Rasmussen will call for calmness and restraint, and pledge NATO’s commitment to providing a safe and secure environment in Kosovo as long as it is necessary.

Hungary will lobby in Slovakia and Romania to recognize Kosovo (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga on her second day in Hungary was welcomed with the highest state honour by the Hungarian President Pal Schmitt.  This is according to a press communiqué from the office of the president. President Schmitt said that Hungary will open the issue of the membership of Kosovo in regional and international initiatives and push for Kosovo’s European integration and visa liberalization. The Hungarian President said that he is committed to Kosovo, and will especially lobby Slovakia and Romania, which have Hungarian communities in their territory, one of the reasons they have not recognized independence of Kosovo.

Hoxhaj: Arab countries changing their position on Kosovo (dailies)

Several dailies report that on the last day of his visit to Egypt, Kosovo’s Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj held meetings with representatives of political parties, religious leaders and representatives of civil society. On Tuesday evening Hoxhaj attended a dinner hosted by Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan who again called on Arab countries to recognize Kosovo’s independence. Attending the dinner were foreign ministers of the Arab League and representatives of the Government of Egypt. Minister Hoxhaj said after the meeting that Arab countries are changing their position on Kosovo.  

In another meeting, Hoxhaj was received by Muslim leader in Cairo, Sheikh al Azhar Ahmed el Taib. “I hope all Arab countries will recognize the independence of Kosovo that it can become a full member of the United Nations,” El Taib was quoted as saying. 
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Kosovo will unilaterally remove blockade of goods by Serbia

· EU: Customs officers to be deployed after embargo is lifted
· Serbia threatened Pristina with diplomacy

· KLA Veterans want benefits from draft law

· Kosova e Re does not save Kosovo from pollution

· Ministry doesn’t give permission to UNESCO to renovate monuments

· WB and IMF say yes to law on health insurance?

· “Coup” at Partesh municipal assembly

· Ceric: Serbia is provoking another crisis in Sandjak

Other headlines

· Hungary will lobby for Slovakia and Romania to recognize Kosovo (2)

· Rasmussen confirms pledge for NATO to stay in Kosovo as long as needed (2)

· Hoxhaj: Arab countries are changing their position on Kosovo (4)

Zëri

Front page

· Final plan for September 16

· Clash over primate

· Haliti: The message is dead!

· Extradition, only with two states

Other headlines

· Hungary to lobby Slovakia and Romania (2)

· Rasmussen to visit Kosovo on Thursday (2)

· Britain supports functioning of customs points (2)

· Ivanovic: Pristina will delay action in the north (4)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Plan for the north

· Let us behave as countrymen, not as citizens 

· Serbia and RKS can’t be crossed
Other headlines

· Law on war values, towards endorsement (2)

· Rasmussen in Pristina (2)

· Britain supports functionalizing of customs points (2)

· Plan and guidelines for the north (3)

· France supports the plan (3)

· Erdogan requests Arab countries to recognize Kosovo (4)

· Jahjaga received with Kosovar flags in Hungary (4)

· Kosovo and Andorra establish diplomatic relations (4)

· Dissatisfaction in Pacolli’s party (4)

· Dacic: Several measures for the north have been drafted (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· One more day

· Rasmusen today in Kosovo 

· Hoxhaj: Arab states are changing their position on Kosovo 

· Great powers support Government plan 

· Serbs get ready to impede the plan 

Other headlines

· Hungary supports Kosovo (2)

· Jeremic confirms that he has addressed the UN SC on Kosovo (2)

· Belgrade also drafts some measures for the north (5)

· Ivanovic: Pristina will postpone the action in the north (5)

· Rrahim Pacolli: Serbian Government should change its position towards Kosovo (5)

· Dissatisfactions at AKR appear (7)

· Over 500 individuals repatriated (11)

Express
Front page

· Pressure from New York

· The camp of repatriation 
Other headlines

· France and Britain support extension of sovergenity  (4)

· We are going on Friday (4)

· Pressure from New York (4)

· Criticized about diplomacy (5)
· One customs zone (5)

· Dacic threatens (5)
· Hungarian support (6)

· Arabic promises (6)

· IMF helps Kosovo (11)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Criminal structures cannot stop Kosovo Government

· Soon to be expected recognition from Tanzania

· Serb service taps freely phones of Kosovo officials

· The bosses of political parties are controlling the trade of fuel in Kosovo

Other headlines

· Kuçi and Fitou agree on the establishment of rule of law in the north (2)

· Rasmussen in Kosovo (2)

· Serbs add barricades one day before 16 September (3)

· IMF ready to support Kosovo with technical assistance (3)

· Kosovo flags in the honour of President Jahjaga (3)

· Hoxhaj: Arab states changing stances toward Kosovo (4)

· Kosovo and Andorra establish diplomatic relations (6)

· Tahiri met with British Ambassador, Mr. Cliff (7)

· Behgjet Pacolli at the heart of Africa, alarms Serb diplomacy (8)

· President Jahjaga met with Hungarian President Pal Schmitt (11)
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