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· EU wants new offer for the north (Koha Ditore)

· Prime Minister Thaçi unfolds priorities for integration (dailies)

· Heated assembly session over EC Progress Report on Kosovo (dailies)

· Thaçi eats his words on visa liberalization (Koha Ditore/Zëri)

· Dialogue, maybe in November (Express)

· No ultimatum for roadblocks (Zëri)

· Stefanovic warns northern Serbs (Express)

· Nexhat Daci to run for President of Kosovo? (Epoka e Re)

· After a 10-month suspension, EU extends trade preferences to Kosovo (Kosovo Sot)

Kosovo Media Highlights
EU wants new offer for the north (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore quotes a senior unnamed official in Brussels as saying that the European Union has called on Kosovo’s leaders to win the hearts of northern Serbs. The official, who preferred to remain anonymous, told the paper that Serbs are not accepting the Ahtisaari Plan; therefore, Kosovo institutions must make a new and more acceptable offer to them.

Commenting on the European Commission’s request for a more comprehensive plan for the north, the official said the implementation of the Ahtisaari Plan in the north has failed and that consequently a new plan is required. 

Meanwhile, French, German and Italian ambassadors in Pristina denied that a political dialogue is being requested. However, the German and French ambassadors said the issue of the north must be addressed.

“I am certain that the situation in the north requires discussions. This situation cannot be resolved through military means. An example of such discussions was the visit of Chancellor Merkel to Belgrade when she called for parallel structures to be dissolved and for EULEX to be allowed to carry out its work without any obstructions in the north,” German Ambassador Ernst Reichel told the paper.

Commenting on the issue, French Ambassador Jean Francois Fitou said, “there must be a plan, talks, a comprehensive dialogue, or whatever we decide to call it, let’s say a vision. We shouldn’t focus so much on what it will be called, but on what will happen. What requires attention and what needs to happen is the Government of Kosovo needs to have access to its citizens in the north”.

Fitou also said the process would require participation from both parties: Kosovo institutions and northern Serbs. “The two main parties, the Kosovo institutions on the one hand, and the Serb community on the other hand, need to be a part of this vision. In addition to these two parties there can be other less important parties, but these two parties are the most important,” he added.

Italian Ambassador Michael Giffoni said the European Commission has not requested dialogue on the north. “Director Pierre Mirel on several occasions explained that the Commission did not mean any plan, platform or dialogue at the political level,” Giffoni added.

Prime Minister Thaçi unfolds priorities for integration (dailies)

All dailies report that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said on Friday that his government has set three priorities to integrate Kosovo in the European Union as soon as possible. During yesterday’s meeting of the Inter-Ministerial Council for European Integration, Thaçi said they are: the fight against organized crime and corruption, sustainable economic development and public administration reforms.

“I expect all of you to make these priorities part of your everyday work. Moreover, at the Inter-Ministerial Council for European Integration, you will report regularly on the implementation of these priorities,” Thaçi told government ministers.

Heated assembly session over EC Progress Report on Kosovo (dailies)

All dailies cover yesterday’s session of the Kosovo Assembly, in which the ruling coalition and opposition representatives clashed over the findings of the EC Progress Report on Kosovo. Zëri reports that while government representatives said the Report has brought the long-awaited news for the start of visa liberalization dialogue, the opposition said the report has confirmed the crisis of Kosovo and its society.

Koha Ditore notes that the Progress Report will be subject to an analytical debate in one of the upcoming assembly sessions. Prime Minister Thaçi pledged he would attend the session together with all his ministers, adding that such a debate would help clarify Kosovo’s “European path”.

During the assembly session, Vetëvendosje leader Albin Kurti said the Bosniak Neighborhood in Mitrovica is the key point for developments in northern Kosovo. Kurti even referred to the neighborhood as the point where the state of Kosovo is being defended and the point where the government and institutions are not functioning. “The state of Kosovo is being defended at the Bosniak Neighborhood, but the state is not defending this neighborhood,” Kurti added.
Thaçi eats his words on visa liberalization (Koha Ditore/Zëri)
Koha Ditore and Zëri recall that last year in November Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi promised that “in 15 months, we will have visa liberalization”. Meanwhile, the European Commission indicated that the visa liberalization dialogue with Kosovo will begin in December, not even close to full-scale visa liberalization.
Dialogue, maybe in November (Express)

Express reports that notwithstanding requests from the European Union, Kosovo and Serbia are not likely to resume the technical dialogue on issues of energy, telecommunications and regional cooperation. Kosovo’s chief negotiator Edita Tahiri told the paper that everything depends on Brussels’ diplomatic pressure. “I think early November would be a suitable time to continue with the next round,” Tahiri said. “I also think Mr. Cooper’s diplomacy in Belgrade is about convincing the Serbian side that the technical dialogue will not address any political issues. This was made clear by the U.S. and EU in late September, when the Serbian request to address the customs points as part of the dialogue was rejected.”
No ultimatum for roadblocks (Zëri)

Zëri reports that KFOR peacekeeping troops have not given an ultimatum or deadline to northern Kosovo Serbs to remove their roadblocks. KFOR spokesman Frank Martin told Radio Free Europe that it is important for the peacekeeping troops to secure freedom of movement. “We still hope we will be successful in finding a solution in the next couple of days. But we did not give any ultimatums or set deadlines,” Martin added. He also said that if Serbs refuse to remove their roadblocks, KFOR’s actions would depend on a decision made by EULEX.

Stefanovic warns northern Serbs (Express)

Serbia’s chief negotiator Borislav Stefanovic has warned Serbs in northern Kosovo that they must leave and avoid clashes with KFOR troops if the latter decide to move in and remove the roadblocks. “If a violent clash breaks out during the removal of roadblocks, it is better to leave and avoid casualties,” Stefanovic was quoted as saying. He however also said that he does not believe KFOR would start removing roadblocks in the north.

Nexhat Daci to run for President of Kosovo? (Epoka e Re)

In a front-page interview for Epoka e Re, Nexhat Daci, leader of the Democratic League of Dardania (LDD) and former Assembly Speaker, said he is thinking about running in the next presidential elections. Daci said he is also waiting to see the constitutional amendments about the election of the president and a final assessment from friends. “There is a belief or perception that I should run for President of the Republic of Kosovo. But it is too early to make a statement, because I don’t want to ruin anybody’s mood,” Daci was quoted as saying.

After a 10-month suspension, EU extends trade preferences to Kosovo (Kosova Sot)

Kosova Sot reports on the front page that the European Parliament has adopted the resolution for preferential status for Kosovar exports. The paper quotes Kosovo’s Trade and Industry Minister Mimoza Kusari-Lila as saying that in a few days, businesses from Kosovo will be able to export to EU member states without having to undergo customs taxes regimes, because the European Parliament has approved the extension of trade preferences with Kosovo.
Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
