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· Kosovo has made no preparations for talks with Serbia (Koha Ditore)

· Lunacek: Dialogue, soon (Express) 

· Mustafa: They are mistaken (Express)

· Kosovo Serbs choose to ignore Belgrade (Infopress)

· Millions for image (Express)

· Buhler: NATO for many more years in Kosovo (Lajm)

· After decentralization, requests for new municipalities double (Koha Ditore)

· Continues to be privileged (Lajm)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Kosovo has made no preparations for talks with Serbia (Koha Ditore)

Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi is quoted in the paper as saying that Kosovo has not started preparations for talks with Serbia. However, Deputy Foreign Minister Vlora Çitaku said during the UN Security Council session that Kosovo has begun preparations. “The Government of Kosovo has already started preparations for talks on technical issues,” Çitaku had said. 

“We are in the position we were before: the talks will start after general elections in Kosovo and after the government’s consolidation,” said Kuçi who also spoke about issues that the Kosovo side is ready to discuss. “We can talk to Serbia about the missing persons issue, cadastral records, transport, economic cooperation, information on different inter-border issues and so on,” said Kuçi ruling out the possibility of status being one of the discussion topics.
Lunacek: Dialogue, soon (Express) 

In an interview for Express, Euro-Deputy Ulrike Lunacek said that the European Commission will start the dialogue for liberalization of visas with Kosovo, within a few weeks. According to Lunacek, “the visa wall” should collapse also for Kosovars.  
Lunacek said that she will visit Kosovo by the end of November, to advise Kosovo politicians to organize fair elections, and let media do their job. Lunacek said that the Progress Report for Kosovo presents the realistic situation. “I am saying this because I know that European Commission authorities discuss with different levels. They discuss with the Government, but also with the civil society, journalists and other individuals that could be criticizers of the Government, in order to see what conditions have been fulfilled,” said Lunacek. 

Mustafa: They are mistaken (Express)

LDK leader Isa Mustafa said that his party will be the one to reach a possible coalition with another party and not the other way around.  Recently, former member of LDK general council Fatmir Rexhepi while resigning all party functions said Mustafa will reach a coalition with PDK at the first possible opportunity. 
Mustafa however denied allegations and said that he was the one who spoke against coalition with PDK even before. “I consider such a coalition damaging for Kosovo democracy,” said Mustafa.

Kosovo Serbs choose to ignore Belgrade (Infopress)

The Serb community living in Kosovo has no intention of heeding calls from Belgrade politicians to boycott general elections in Kosovo set to take place on 12 December, Infopress writes. Kosovo Serb political representative Radomir Dimic said he will run in elections. “We have sent our list to the CEC and we submitted 1,300 signatures for certification,” said Dimic. The paper also carries statements from Serbs in Shtërpce and Gracanica claiming they will vote in the upcoming Kosovo elections. 

Millions for image (Express)
Express reports that it will be difficult for political parties to attract voters in a ten-day campaign. Different from the past, the parties are now negotiating with more companies, in order to cover the entire territory of the country with pictures of the candidates and other marketing material. Sources of this daily said that major parties are also expected to engage international consultants at their election headquarters, as was the case during the last elections. According to this daily, political parties will invest millions of euros for their image in the 12 December elections. Some of them have already engaged marketing companies, while the others are in the process of finalizing their contracts. 

Buhler: NATO for many more years in Kosovo (Lajm)

Based on Belgrade daily Blic, Lajm reports that KFOR Commander Erhard Buhler said on Saturday in Gracanica that NATO forces will continue to stay in Kosovo region for many more years. “It is true that our presence is being reduced numerically, however, Kosovo remains one of the most important regions of the presence of NATO forces in the world,” said Buhler. He added that despite the fact that transfer of competencies to Kosovo Police and other Kosovo institutions is being implemented, KFOR will remain the main security force in Kosovo. 

After decentralization, requests for new municipalities double (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that the Government of Kosovo has received requests to double the number of new municipalities in Kosovo even before any assessment was carried out into the decentralization process. The paper quotes sources saying the requests come mainly from Goran and Bosniac communities in Kosovo but there are also cases when villages inhabited only by the Albanian community demand new municipalities. Some of the requests include Zhupa of Prizren, Vitomirica of Peja, Rogova of Gjakova, and Zhegra of Gjilan. Officials from the Ministry of Local Government confirmed receiving requests for establishment of new municipalities but said they have not yet addressed them.

Continues to be privileged (Lajm)

Lajm reports that while Albanian parties will have to seriously sweat to pass the five percent threshold in order to reach to the Parliament seats, political subjects from the minorities already have 20 reserved seats, ten for Serbs and ten for other communities. Political analysts consider that there should be no reserved seats for anyone, and that the deputy seats should be earned by votes of electorate, says this daily. “I think that the time of representation at Kosovo Assembly by dominance and not by vote, has passed,” said Emrush Ujkani, adding that there are cases when a deputy was nominated despite the fact that he won only two or three votes.  

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Kosovo has made no preparations for talks with Serbia 

· Mustafa: If trust is not given to me, I will apologise to the party

· After progress report, freedom of expression declines even more

· After decentralisation, requests for new municipalities double

Other headlines

· Blunt in Kosovo ‘prevented the start of World War III’ (2)

· Plus of the week: Albania without visas (2)

· Minus of the week: Negative report (2)

· Kurti: We will return the salary of president and prime minister to under €800 (3)

· AAK promises social welfare if it comes to power (4)

· Kusari-Lila says AAK is trying to make a cheap political marketing (4)

· “Bechtel” aims to build Albania-Kosovo railway (7)

· Bugajski: Kosovo getting ready for elections (11)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Mustafa: We will not make deals with the prime minister

· Lunacek: Visa dialogue within weeks

· €5,000 for candidate’s campaign

· Editorial: Pre-elections   

Other headlines

· PDK publishes the list (2)

· Accessions clash AAK and AKR (3)

· Dilemma over certification of AAK with “LDK-Ibrahim Rugova” list (3)

· TRA halfway (6)

· AAK ready to guarantee welfare and social stability (8)

· Parties make promises, ask for votes (18)

· Isa Mustafa opens campaign in Gjakova (18)

· PDK branch in Prizren with 300 new members (18)

Express
Front page

· Millions for image

· Visa dialogue soon

· In the hands of the parties

Other headlines

· Maliqi: Lists (2)

· Shala: Bad news and December elections (3)

· Decide later (4)

· They wish to eliminate Daci (5)

· Mustafa: They are mistaken (5)

· AKR: We discovered our enemies (6)

Lajm
Front page

· Ten days of political sweating

· Continue to be privileged

· Buhler: NATO for many more years in Kosovo

· Tërnava: Run a tolerant campaign 

Other headlines

· Lunacek: Dialogue on visas, soon (2)

· Kosovars aim Albanian passports (2)

· Bogdanovic: The decision was made based on analysis (3)

· A free political marketing (3)

· Mustafa, against coalition with PDK (3)

· Political elimination of Daci, aimed (4)

Bota Sot

Front page

· PDK keeps “secret” the list of deputies for 12 December

· Mustafa: Let us remove the bad governance

· Elections in the north possible

Other headlines

· Kusari: We have discovered the thieves of votes that helped AAK (3)

· The joint declaration of parties to be signed on Monday (3)

· Malstrom: Kosovo has not been forgotten (4)

· The dissatisfied are individuals, not groups (5)

· Malstrom: Without visas, only with biometric passports (7)

· No initiative for the new collective contract (7)

· Krasniqi: Justice in Kosovo and America will deal with PDK accusations (8)

Infopress

Front page

· Ignore Belgrade

· “Rescue,” on Albanian passports

· Elections also in the north?

Other headlines

· PDK election list (2)

· Strategy on visas within weeks (2)

· Malstrom: Kosovo has not been forgotten (4)

· Blunt prevented World War III (4)

· Moore: When will you visit Reçak, Mr. Tadic? (5)
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