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· Kosovo heading towards institutional crisis (Koha Ditore)

· PDK, AKR and the minorities can form majority with 70 seats (Koha Ditore)

· The initial signs (Express) 

· Democracy in Action publishes only a part of the irregularities in elections (Koha Ditore) 

· EU: We have hailed calm elections but did not say they were entirely regular (Koha Ditore)

· Council of Europe report: Kosovo Prime Minister, head of organ and weapons trafficking (dailies)

· Electoral mood prevented Kosovo’s recognition by Spain (Koha Ditore)

· Talks speed up establishment of government (Zëri)

· Krasniqi has not breached the Constitution (Zëri)

· EULEX arrests two former KLA members on war crimes charges (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Kosovo heading towards institutional crisis (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo could get into an institutional crisis if there is no annulment of voting in two municipalities, Drenas and Skenderaj, as in many other contested points in other municipalities. This is because most political parties are disputing the preliminary results published by the Central Election Commission, where the counted votes in Drenas and Skenderaj are included. CEC preliminary results have been disputed on Tuesday by LDK, Vetëvendosje, AAK, AKR and FAIR. Those parties have already handed over their complaints to the commission for complaints and are waiting for a positive result, or on the contrary they will not accept the elections. Isa Mustafa, the head of LDK, which according to CEC preliminary results have won 23.6 per cent of the votes, in a press conference said that it is not only the issue about irregularities in municipality of Drenas and Skenderaj, but also in other municipalities. CEC results are also unacceptable for the Vetëvendosje movement, while according to them, the whole deformation of the will of the voters has been incorporated in the result.

PDK, AKR and the minorities can form majority with 70 seats (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that based on the percentage of preliminary results, PDK could have 35 members, LDK 24, Vetëvendosja 11 and AKR 8. The other part of the 27 seats will belong to the minorities. AKR gave signs that it could join PDK, while LDK has announced the possibility to create a future government. AKR, who is seen as the future partner of PDK in government, has released a statement on Tuesday in which it did not reject this possibility. Furthermore, this party said that the result of elections should be certified in order to elect new institutions. If AKR would be in government with PDK, together they could occupy 43 seats in the assembly. With the 27 seats which are expected to be occupied by communities, a majority would have 70 seats, while leaving in opposition three parties, LDK, Vetëvendosje and AAK. The head of LDK, Isa Mustafa said on Tuesday that his party can come into a position to select political partners which would form the future government. “According to all research we have done, LDK evaluates that in these elections damage of about 50,000 thousand votes has been done. Therefore, LDK will not accept that Kosovo be governed by manipulated votes, because those who manipulate with votes will also manipulate the rights of citizens and will also manipulate the property of Kosovo, and will also manipulate with the future of this country”, said Mustafa.

The initial signs (Express) 

Express reports that an attempt to create the new Government has already started. Based on its sources, this daily reports that PDK leader Hashim Thaçi visited on Tuesday officials of AAK and AKR. Express reports that officially the member of PDK leadership Memli Krasniqi has denied these meetings, however Behxhet Pacolli’s party, through a press release expressed its readiness to be part of the future Government. “PDK has won the elections, and Kosovo is above all, as our slogan said. In this context, we are not a party of anger, but a party of the state. We are a party without red lines, and refusing logics. But normally, we are interested to make a coalition with those parties that put the interest of the state before the party ones,” it said. 

Democracy in Action publishes only a part of the irregularities in elections (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that “Democracy in Action” after many delays, has managed to come up with a report which speaks about the irregularities of the election day. This coalition’s report mainly mentions the irregularities in Gllogovc and Skënderaj. The report “amnestied” problems in some other municipalities of Kosovo, which were reported on the election day by this same coalition, while even members of the organizations of this report, expressed dissatisfaction with the lack of reporting. The research institute KIPRED has sent an announcement to the members of the board of this coalition, to inform them that are withdrawing from the coalition, accusing Kosovo’s Democracy in Action of hiding irregularities.

EU: We have hailed calm elections but did not say they were entirely regular (Koha Ditore)

The paper quotes Brussels diplomatic sources saying that the EU foreign ministers discussed recent elections in Kosovo and ministers of several states expressed concern over increasing reports of irregularities and election fraud. Belgium Foreign Minister Steven van Ackere said they expect the CEC to address all complaints regarding elections. “We do not wish to interfere in the work of the Central Elections Commission but we will carefully monitor how the situation regarding complaints goes,” van Ackere said. He said initial reports say elections were held in a peaceful atmosphere. An unnamed EU diplomat told the paper that the people of Kosovo have successfully passed the test of democratic maturity but added that this could not be said for the relevant authorities in charge of the election process. “We understand the difficulties in preparing elections in such a short time but if intentional fraud occurred, it should not be tolerated,” the source said.

Council of Europe report: Kosovo Prime Minister, head of organ and weapons trafficking (dailies)

Koha Ditore carries a full article published in The Guardian newspaper where the Kosovo Prime Minister is alleged to be the head of a “Mafia-like” Albanian group, responsible for weapons trafficking, drugs and human organs through Eastern Europe, according to an investigative report of the European Council on organized crime. Hashim Thaçi is identified as the boss of a network that began operating criminal rackets in the run-up to the 1999 Kosovo war and has held powerful sway over the country's government since. The report of the two-year investigation, which cites FBI and other intelligence sources, has been obtained by The Guardian. It names Thaçi as having over the last decade exerted "violent control" over the heroin trade, writes the well known English newspaper. Figures from Thaçi's inner circle are also accused of taking captives across the border into Albania after the war, where a number of Serbs are said to have been murdered for their kidneys, which were sold on the black market.
The Government of Kosovo reacted immediately after the article published in The Guardian by dismissing the charges and saying they are defamation. The statement issued by the Government says the article is based on Marty’s report aimed at staining the Kosovo Liberation Army war and its leaders. The Government said allegations in the article have been subject of several investigations both local and international all of which concluded allegations to be unfounded and fabricated.

Electoral mood prevented Kosovo’s recognition by Spain (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Spain would have recognized Kosovo if the declaration of independence would not have happened at a time when Spain was in an election campaign and if the Basque parties would not have made provoking statements. WikiLeaks has published two diplomatic messages of the U.S. Embassy in Madrid, informing the State Department about Spain’s position vis-à-vis Kosovo’s independence. The messages were sent on 15 and 22 February 2008, respectively.

The diplomatic messages quote the chief of staff in the Spanish Foreign Ministry as saying that Spain cannot recognize Kosovo during an election campaign. “This is the position of both parties, the ruling PSOE and the People’s Party in the opposition,” said the chief of staff.

Talks speed up establishment of government (Zëri)

While political parties continue to exchange accusations about manipulation of votes and the CEC has not announced the final results yet, Brussels has increased pressure for the establishment of new institutions in order to start direct dialogue with Belgrade as soon as possible. Political analyst Ramush Tahiri told the paper that international pressure will force local institutions, especially the leading party, to form a ruling coalition. Tahiri predicts that the likeliest coalition will be PDK-AKR-Minorities. Another analyst, Halil Matoshi, however predicts that such a coalition will find it impossible to stay in power more than six months due to an opposition made up of LDK, Vetëvendosje and AAK.
Krasniqi has not breached the Constitution (Zëri)

Kosovo’s Constitutional Court ruled that the acting president Jakup Krasniqi has not breached the highest legal act by performing the function of the Kosovo president and of general secretary to PDK and taking part in election campaign of the party. “There is no prohibition in exercising the duty of the president of Kosovo and performing functions in the political party,” the Court said in a statement.   
EULEX arrests two former KLA members on war crimes charges (dailies)

All dailies report that EULEX Police, assisted by special units of Kosovo Police, has arrested on Tuesday morning in Rahovec two former members of the Kosovo Liberation Army, on charges of war crimes committed in 1998. Although EULEX has not revealed the names of the arrested, Zëri reports that they are Ejup Kabashi, chairman of the branch of War Veterans, and Haxhi Mazreku, a war veteran from Rahovec. Unnamed sources told the paper that police are also searching for a third person from the same region.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Kosovo heading toward institutional crisis

· EU: We didn’t say elections were completely regular

· PDK, AKR and minorities can create majority with 70 seats

· CoE report: Thaçi – head of trafficking and arms network

· A passion and symbol of U.S. democracy

· Election disputes prolong institutional crisis

· DIA publishes one part of irregularities in elections

Other headlines

· Kosovo lost the voice that protected its interests (4)

· Elections prevented Kosovo’s recognition by Spain (5)

· AAK is not ready either for the opposition or for a coalition with PDK (6)

· Marty: Kosovo is not ready for independence (7)

· Matoshi: A panicking George Washington from Kosovo, steals votes (10)

· Rest in peace Richard Holbrooke (11)

· Kosovo’s secret enemy (11)

Zëri
Front page

· Revote or failure

· Government rebuts The Guardian
· Talks speed up establishment of the new government

· EULEX arrests two former KLA members

· Sharrcem sold for €31 million without a tender

· Çollaku: Violation of democracy

· The electorate punished the opposition

· PDK candidates: Our party stole our votes

Other headlines

· Kosovo condoles the U.S. for Richard Holbrooke (2)

· PDK sees no irregularities (3)

· AKR is open for coalitions (4)

· Krasniqi has not violated the Constitution (4)

· A revote is possible in Skenderaj and Drenas (4)
Kosova Sot
Front page

· PDK, coalition with minorities, AKR or AAK

· LDK disputes result

· Vetëvendosje doesn’t recognise elections 

· Tribute to Holbrooke

· Editorial: Elections in Kosovo “Made in Albania”  

Other headlines

· Experiment AAK-Ibrahim Rugova list, failure (2)

· Krasniqi did not breach the Constitution (2)

· FAIR does not recognise elections (2)

· LDD accepts the fate (2)

· USA: Election irregularities to be resolved (4)

· Berisha congratulates Thaçi for victory (4)

· Dimic disappointed with elections, leaves Kosovo (4)

· Urgency for dialogue (4)

· PDK candidates accuse their party for manipulation (5)

· Marty links Thaçi to crime, Government calls the report defamation (11)

· Video recordings, evidence being expected (13)

· Two arrests for war crimes (13)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Difficult days await Isa in LDK

· Constitutional Court: Krasniqi is not violating the Constitution

· World diplomacy remains without the “bulldozer” Holbrook

· Berisha congratulates Thaçi on victory

· Albanians from today without visas for EU 

Other headlines

· Hajdin Abazi: Holbrook  told me that if KLA cooperates with the U.S. and NATO, Kosovo will become a state (2)

· PDK proved that it has powerful members and leader (5)

· PDK and AAK refuse Vetëvendosje accusations (7)

· AAK: We defended vote from Vetëvendosje in Irzniq (7)

· Kurti: These results are unacceptable (7)

· Rugova calls Dardans on reorganization (7)

· Do not exclude any political party (8)

· AAK requests repetition of votes in several municipalities (8)

· Sharr Cem sold to the international group “Titan” (9)

· Ilir Meta in Kosovo (9)

· Kabashi and Mazreku arrested by EULEX (10)

· Government reacts on Dick Marty’s slander (10)

Express

Front page

· Contests increase

· The first signs

· The giant fades out 

Other headlines

· Kulla: Albin’s lesson (2)

· Kosovo and its democracy won (4)

· Trajkovic dissatisfied (4)

· Dimic: Elections should repeat (4)

· According to Constitution, everything is in order (4)

· Brussels requests a government with “European program” (5)

· Marty Again (5)

· LDD accepts defeat (6)

· Medicus case delayed for January (7)

· Two KLA veterans arrested (7)

· Albana Vokshi: The truth from my side (8)

· Sim to sim returns (1)

Bota Sot
Front page

· PDK leader most voted, others suffer the loss

· USA lost the giant of foreign policy

Other headlines

· KIPRED: Political interferences continue in the justice system (3)

· Berisha congratulates Thaçi through the phone call (4)

· Candidates for assembly member are waiting the verdict of the vote in fever (4)

· Is it going to keep the promise, the leader of PDK? (6)

· Democracy in Action: In Skenderaj and in Drenas exist the possibility of revoking (7)

· Mustafa: We don’t agree to be governed with manipulated vote (8)

· American ambassador reported the theft of votes in Skenderaj (9)

· Sharr Cem is sold for 30 million euro, 22.5 million investments (10)

· AKR ready for cooperation with all the subjects (11)

· Constitutional Court: Krasniqi is not violating constitutions (11)

· EULEX arrests two Albanians for war crimes (14)

InfoPress
Front page

· PDK governs with AKR and AAK 
Other headlines

· Democracy in Action: Re-voting there where were irregularities (2)
· LDK does not accept preliminary results (5)
· Greeks bought Sharr Cem (3)

· TWO former UCK members arrested for war crimes (10)

· Sekiraqa still in Ireland (10)
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