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· Topics added to technical dialogue (Koha)

· Petrovic announces new strategy for the north (Koha)

· Russian “aid” politicized (Koha)

· PDK, LDK trying to adjust electoral system to their own interests (Koha)

· Visas soon (Express)

· Feith denies Assembly power in favour of Government, doesn’t repeal motion (Koha)

· EU says it didn’t condition Serbia with Kosovo’s recognition (dailies)

· American visa refused for Albin Kurti (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Topics added to technical dialogue (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that the European Union has added more topics to the technical dialogue. Unnamed international diplomats told the paper that with the successful agreement on border management, the technical dialogue will continue at least until Serbia heads to the polls. 
The technical dialogue is planned to end when the parties form agreements on  telecommunications, energy and the regional representation of Kosovo. Air space and cultural heritage are also expected to be the added. “The issue of air space could be one of the topics, but for this support is needed support from NATO. One other topic is cultural heritage, on which there was discussion in one meeting but it has not been conducted any further,” an international source told the paper.
Petrovic announces new strategy for the north (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Deputy Prime Minister and at the same time Minister of Local Governance, Slobodan Petrovic, said that a new strategy for the north in being drafted. This strategy h would help with the creation of new municipalities and with the preparation of elections, reports Telegraf.
Russian “aid” politicized (Koha)

Authorities in Pristina and Moscow clashed on Wednesday over the delivery of Russian aid to northern Kosovo Serbs. Both sides talked about politicization of the issue. Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi expressed his doubts if the Russian convoy with goods dedicated for the Serb citizens in the north really has a humanitarian aim. Since  Tuesday the convoy is parked at the border crossing point in Jarinje. Thaçi said that entry into Kosovo will be allowed only when the convoy goes through Kosovo customs control. This was refused by the Russian Ambassador in Belgrade, Alexander Konuzin, who is following the convoy. EULEX has offered two options to the Russian authorities: first a police escort, the second option is the use of the border crossing point in Merdare. Both options have been rejected by the Russian ambassador, who accuses EULEX of partiality. 

PDK, LDK trying to adjust electoral system to their own interests (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that the official position of the Vetëvendosje Movement is that Kosovo should remain one electoral zone, with open lists and with a gender quota of 30 percent. 

Vetëvendosje’s deputy leader, Shpend Ahmeti, told reporters in Pristina on Wednesday that the movement does not fear the designation of election zones but only Thaçi’s PDK and Mustafa’s LDK manipulation of the electoral system.  They say the two party heads want to change the electoral system in order to secure more unmerited seats in the Kosovo Assembly.

“Kosovo is not a big country and Kosovo’s division into electoral zones will lead to the further fragmentation of Kosovo and will strengthen the political strongholds of some political parties in government and the opposition,” Ahmeti was quoted as saying.
Visas soon (Express)
Express reports that the issue of visa liberalization was mentioned at the meeting of European Union interior ministers. Commissioner Cecilia Malstrom said dialogue on visa liberalization is expected to start soon as Kosovo has achieved substantial progress in meeting criteria for the reintegration of repatriated persons. Meanwhile, Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said the criteria for visa liberalization will be implemented in January. 
Feith denies Assembly’s power in favour of Government, doesn’t repeal motion (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the head of the International Civilian Office in Kosovo, Pieter Feith, has chosen to do two things at once: to deny to the Kosovo Assembly power in relation over the Kosovo Government, and to not repeal the voted motion in the Kosovo Assembly for reciprocity with Serbia. The head of ICO on Tuesday said that the motion voted for by the Assembly does not oblige the government to act on it. He said foreign policy is led by the Government and not the Assembly. 

EU says it didn’t condition Serbia with Kosovo’s recognition (dailies)

Several dailies report that the EU has rejected the claims heard in Serbia that the EU requested it to recognize independence of Kosovo as a condition for receiving membership candidate status. “The EU has a neutral stance towards the status”, said the Spokeswoman of the EU High Representative, Catherine Ashton.

American visa refused for Albin Kurti (dailies)

Dailies report that the U.S. Embassy in Skopje has refused the visa request by leader of the Vetëvendosje Movement, Albin Kurti. Kurti applied for the visa at the American Embassy in Skopje with the aim to visit US, but it has been refused. The details have not been revealed. According to sources of KosovaOnline the reasons for the refusal were not specified. Prior the Vetëvendosje leader has had verbal clashes from a distance with American diplomat, Christopher Dell, accusing him of interfering in “Kosovo’s internal affairs”.

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Topics added to technical dialogue

· Russian “aid” politicized

· Assembly requests explanations from MIA on candidates for ambassadors

· Feith denies Assembly’s power over Government, doesn’t repeal motion

· EU didn’t condition Serbia with recognition of Kosovo

· Xhavit Haliti’s friend at top position in PTK

Other headlines

· Police gets green light to purchase confidential equipment (2)

· Petrovic indicates new strategy for the north (2)

· U.S. visa rejected to Albin Kurti (4)

· Hoxhaj: No peace in Balkans without dissolution of parallel structures (5)

· PDK, LDK are trying to adjust election system to their own interests (7)

Zëri

Front page

· “Painful” compromises in 2012

· Kurti’s committte blocks new ambassadors

· Shefkiu: Theft unites us

· Russians outside Kosovo

· Decentralized, an unfinished mission

Other headlines

· We didn’t block the Russian convoy (2)

· Tadic justifies himself like Milosevic (2)

· PDK and LDK don’t want a honest process (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Pristina municipality strangles economic development

· Editorial: Irresponsibles are strangling business

· Dialogue on visas in January

Other headlines

· Kuçi calls for replacement of procurement officers (2)

· Situation in northern Kosovo is a concern for the whole region (4)

· Kacin: EU didn’t condition Serbia with recognition of Kosovo (4)

· Russian trucks waiting at the border (4)

· Vetëvendosje accuses government of preparing vote theft (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· They are blackmailing us

· Visa for USA refused to Albin Kurti

· Thaçi: Visa dialogue deserved and not a present 

· For the Russian aid are talking Brussels and Moscow?

Other headlines

· Serbs in the north propose peaceful initiative (2)

· Thaçi: Russian convoy needs to comply with procedures (3)

· Dell: Kosovo model of Islamic state (3)

· Kosovo, example for decentralization (3)

· Clinton ensures Jahjaga about sovergenity of Kosovo (6)

· President will return the law backwards (7)

· Kosovo like El Dorado (9)

· Kosovo for the first time in the Wall Street Summit (9)

· Vetëvendosje: PDK and LDK are manipulating (10)

Express
Front page

· President decides

· Forger from the Parliament

· Soon about visas

Other headlines

· Dell: Kosovars, good Muslims (4)

· Kacin: EU did not request from Serbia to recognize Kosovo (5)

· Albanian support (5)

· Jovanovic: the reasons same as Milosevic (6)

· Crime in the north (6)

· Preferences return (10)

· Towards EBRD (11)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Barricades also prevent the decentralization process

· Dialogue for visa liberalization, merit of Kosovo, not a gift of Kosovo

Other headlines

· Trade preferences return (2)
· Degert: EULEX is not blocking Russian convoy (3)

· Kacin: EU has not requested from Serbia recognition of recognition of Kosovo (3)
· Russian help with political colours (4)

· Kosovo for the first time takes part in the Wall Street Summit (7)

· Strategy for the fight of organized crime and corruption (9)
· Clinton welcomes President Jahjaga in State Department (11)

· Hoxhaj: Aim of Kosovo membership in NATO (11)
Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.















