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·  Zannier’s evaluations (Express)

·  Dell “silences” PDK (Koha Ditore) 

·  Belgrade calls on EULEX to annul decision to confiscate license plates (Koha)

·  Stories from northern Albania result in lawsuit (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Zannier’s evaluations (Express)

Express reported on Sunday that the Head of the United Nations Mission in Kosovo, Lamberto Zannier, said the repetition of elections in Kosovo shows that “there is an effort for things to be done better”. In this respect, Zannier stressed that the evaluation of the situation can be done after the 23 January revote in the municipality of Mitrovica.

As UNMIK spokesman Olivier Salgado informs, Zannier told Serbian radio station Ophelia FM that “we might face a situation where negotiations for the creation of the government can take some time” and this is “very normal,” Radio Free Europe reported. 
Zannier said he thinks it’s important as a result of this process to have a situation where everybody is happy with the result, where negotiations result in a government which enjoys support, which is representative, authoritative and recognized by everybody. He also said thinks the government should be very strong in dealing with challenges that lay ahead of Kosovo in all areas.

Dell “silences” PDK (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the U.S. Ambassador to Kosovo, Christopher Dell has “silenced” PDK senior officials with his announcement that Kosovo’s future government should consist of credible people with clean hands. 
This daily reports that after many attempts, the only person that this daily could contact from PDK, was Rrustem Mustafa, however he did not want to comment the Ambassador’s announcements either. “I want to be reserved on comments at this time, because I have a trial session on 25 of this month,” he said through a telephone conversation. His announcement about his past was even shorter: “I haven’t done anything wrong,” he said. 

“Everyone that was convicted for some crime, should not serve at the Government. Even if you have appealed the decision and you are waiting for the final decision. The fact is that you were found guilty ones, and you can appeal against the decision, however you are convicted until the appeal is considered. These people cannot be in the Government,” said Dell. 

Koha Ditore reports that respecting Dell’s advice would leave out of the Government one of the minister that PDK has been proud of during the election campaign, Fatmir Limaj, who has been searched by EULEX and is currently under investigation, reports this daily. 

Belgrade calls on EULEX to annul decision to confiscate license plates (Koha)

Koha Ditore reported on Sunday that Serbian State Secretary Oliver Ivanovic has called on EULEX to annul the decision made by Kosovo Interior Minister Bajram Rexhepi to confiscate new license plates that Serbia has issued for Serb-inhabited municipalities in Kosovo.

On the other hand, the Ministry of Interior Affairs in Pristina is determined that the decisions should be implemented although EULEX had called for a two-day suspension of the decision. 

Ivanovic said Pristina’s decision was illegal and said this could have a negative toll on upcoming talks between Pristina and Belgrade. He also said that with unilateral decisions, Kosovo Albanians are making the situation more difficult and are adding to political pressure.

Stories from northern Albania result in lawsuit (Koha)

Koha Ditore reported that three comprehensive investigations in Albania on crimes allegedly carried out by the former Kosovo Liberation Army have resulted in the doubt that crimes were committed in camps in northern Albania. The first investigation was launched by ICTY investigators in 2003, continued by UNMIK a year later and were finalized by EULEX in 2009. The investigations have already in a lawsuit for war crimes against civilians for two former KLA commanders, Sabit Geci and Idriz Alijaj. The two men are expected to stand trial on these charges in March this year. The paper notes that the two commanders were also mentioned in CoE rapporteur Dick Marty’s report. 
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