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· Tomorrow at 15:00 (dailies)
· Recognition starts on Monday (Koha Ditore)

· Ad hoc commission for the statehood laws (dailies)

· Kosovo state will first be recognized by France, US, UK, on February 18? (Zëri)

· Big question marks for UNMIK right before Kosovo’s independence (Zëri)

· Rücker gives security instructions to UNMIK staff (Zëri, Infopress)

· Kosovo leadership still holds secret the independence date (dailies)

· Tadic promises to keep Kosovo and enter the EU (Koha Ditore)

· Sarkozy: Get to know the new map of Europe, with Kosovo on it (dailies)

· Serbs invited to protests against independence on Monday, Bajram Rexhepi request maturity (Zëri)

· UNMIK’s failures audited (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Tomorrow at 15:00 (dailies)
The date and time of the independence declaration has finally been confirmed, reports Express. The paper carries the agenda for the most important day in the history of Kosovo which begins at 10 am and ends at 11pm with fireworks. 

The agenda, which was only distributed to “very important persons” in an effort to avoid journalists, finally revealed that the independence declaration will take place on the day that was anticipated, the 17th of February.
Until now, no political leader has confirmed the date. The agenda was prepared some days ago, but distributed only after some important events took place, including: elections in Serbia, the inauguration of Serbian President Boris Tadic and the special session in the Security Council.

According to the dailies that carry it, the agenda is: 

10:00 Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi goes from the Government to the Parliament to request a special session of the Parliament.

11:00 Prime Minister makes public the request for the special session of Parliament. 

12:00 Meeting of the Assembly leadership

13:30 Parliamentarian groups meeting

15:00 Plenary session of the Assembly

18:00 Statement of the three leaders at Media Centre at the Grand Hotel
18:30 Raising of the independence obelisk in front of the Youth and Sports Centre, Pristina 

19:00 Philharmonic of Kosovo concert in the “I Tetori” Hall 

20:00 Concert in the centre of the city

22:50 President and Prime Minister give address to Kosovo people
23:00 Fireworks in four different places of Pristina 

Recognition starts on Monday (Koha Ditore)
In Brussels, the EU spent the last day of the last week without Kosovo’s independence finalizing the preparations for reactions after the declaration of independence, reports Koha Ditore. All preparations have been made, except for the most important element in which the unity of the EU is required – the approval of the EU joint document.

Many EU diplomats told Koha Ditore on Friday that “first thing on Monday, there will be a discussion of foreign ministers on Kosovo and a united position will be approved.”
It remains to be seen whether the document will be called “a declaration”, “a joint position” or “Council’s conclusions”. 

Ad hoc commission for the statehood laws (dailies)

An ad hoc commission, which will deal exclusively with the Ahtisaari package laws, will be more powerful than all other functioning commissions of the Kosovo Assembly. This commission is expected to draft 34 laws for ratification in the Assembly, in an urgent procedure without space for complaint or suggestion from outside, reports Koha Ditore. 
On Friday, the Kosovo Assembly avoided its regular working agenda and approved the ad hoc commission. The commission was created at request of the five biggest parliamentarian groups through a motion that was presented to the Assembly Presidency on Wednesday. 

Kosovo state will first be recognized by France, US, UK, on February 18? (Zëri)

Among the five western powers, it appears there will be a special order for recognition of Kosovo. The independence will first be recognized by France, followed by the US and then the UK (most probably in that order). Then Italy and Germany will recognize Kosovo, according to Zëri. 

Big question marks for UNMIK, right before Kosovo’s independence (Zëri)

UNMIK chief Joachim Rücker is waiting for the possible scenarios in the coming days, while Kosovars have announced that they will declare independence, writes Zëri. 
“We are waiting for the next step of the status process and all the responsible institutions for security in Kosovo, KPS, UNMIK Police and KFOR are ready to face every eventuality,” Rücker said, adding that he does not know the date or the time when Kosovo is going to declare the independence. In an interview given to Zëri, which will likely be his last one without Kosovo having its status, the number one of the UN mission in Kosovo seems to have turned his eyes towards New York, waiting for instructions about a lot of issues that are dominating Kosovo politics. 

“I can not prejudge the United Nation’s reaction after the possible declaration of independence. I will report this to New York. We have to wait for New York’s reaction”, Rücker said in the interview.
In addition, Zëri reports that Rücker seemed not to have liked Prime Minister Thaçi’s statements in regards to the three biggest enterprises in Kosovo: KEK, PTK and the Pristina international Airport. Rücker requested that statements about these enterprises should be made more carefully. 

“We have to be very careful when we label Kosovo enterprises in a way that could affect their ability to function for the good of the society…‘Corruption champions’ is a political not a legal term, and I above all do not agree with such labels that are done in the name of Kosovo enterprises,” Rücker said.

In regards to parallel structures in the north, the UNMIK chief said that they are nothing new in Kosovo and were present long ago. “If the Ahtisaari proposal is implemented, some of the parallel structures are foreseen to become legal and this is a good thing. But of course some parallel structures are unacceptable and here I’m talking about parallel security structures. We will not allow other uniforms within Kosovo” said Rücker.
Rücker gives security instructions to UNMIK staff (Zëri, Infopress)
In internal letter, UNMIK Chief Joachim Rücker has requested from the UNMIK staff to refrain from going on the streets during the celebrations after the declaration of independence, reports Zëri. The paper translated the SRSG’s letter sent to all UNMIK on February 13.
Under the front-page headline “UNMIK abstains from independence”, Infopress reports that UNMIK Chief Joachim Rücker through an internal letter distributed to UNMIK international personnel requested that orders from the Secretary-General be respected. On page 3 of the paper, under the separate headline “UNMIK neutral for independence”, the paper ran an Albanian translation of the letter sent to UNMIK staff yesterday.
Kosovo leadership still holds secret the independence date (dailies)

Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi disappointed hundreds of journalists from all over the world yesterday, when he invited them to a press conference in the Pristina Media Centre at the Grand Hotel, which was formed especially for press conferences related to the independence declaration. Although expected to say the date when independence is going to be declared, Thaçi instead discussed plans for the creation of an Office for Communities in his cabinet, which he had previously made public.
Tadic promises to keep Kosovo and enter the EU (Koha Ditore)
Citing Reuters, Zëri reports that Serbian President Boris Tadic promised on Friday, only two days before Kosovo will declare independence, that he will not allow ethnic cleansing in Kosovo. “I will never stop fighting for Kosovo and I will fight with all my power that Serbia enters the EU,” Tadic is quoted as saying. 

Sarkozy: Get to know the new map of Europe, with Kosovo on it (dailies)

France’s President Nicolas Sarkozy made clear that he will support Kosovo’s independence when he told a class of students that they will have to learn the new map of Europe. “You will have to change this map top have Kosovo on it,” Sarkozy told the pupils in the south-west of France, pointing to a map of Europe in the classroom on which Kosovo was a part of Serbia. 

Serbs invited to protest against independence on Monday, Bajram Rexhepi request maturity (Zëri)

Zëri reports that the so-called Association of Serb municipalities and Serb settlements in Kosovo held a meeting yesterday in north Mitrovica at which they approved five conclusions. The Association requested that all Serbs ignore disinformation and provocations and remain calm and ready, because they are all a part of the Serbian state and always will be. 
One conclusion is for all Kosovo Serbs to attend on Monday, 18 February at 12:00, public meetings in Mitrovica, Gracanica, Strpce and Raniluka to annul the “declaration of independence by Albanian separatists, which does not oblige and interests the Serbs”. 
Another conclusion was that if Western states recognizing Kosovo’s independence, “the Serbian Assembly will request KFOR troops to leave Kosovo territory and to be replaced with Serbian security forces.” 

In a reaction, Mitrovica Municipal Mayor Bajram Rexhepi said the announcement of the creation of a Serbian Assembly in the North of Kosovo is an illegal act without any legitimacy. He invited the leaders of the northern municipalities to become a part of the democratic processes and to cooperate for the welfare of all Kosovo citizens. 

UNMIK’s failures audited (Express)

The UN Office for Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) has published a report on the implementation of UNMIK’s mandate. According to the audit, UNMIK failed to show the ability to assess the readiness of the ministries and municipalities before the transfer of the competencies. 
At the request of the SRSG, OIOS prepared the detailed report in regards to the implementation of UNMIK’s mandate. The main objective of the audit was to assess whether UNMIK has achieved its goals as foreseen in resolution 1244 in regards to civil administration. 

According to the results, this audit has concluded that UNMIK failed to put in place effective mechanisms that should have monitored and determined whether the ministries and the municipalities have taken over the competencies transferred to them by UNMIK.
Belgrade Media Highlights

· Tadic took his oath of office (RTS/Tanjug)

· Kostunica: Serbia will not enter the EU through a shameful trade-off  (Tanjug)

· Serbian officials head for Kosovo on Sunday (Politika/Tanjug)

· Russia without dilemma – immoral and illegal (RTS/Tanjug)

· Kosachov: Russia will prevent UN and OSCE membership of Kosovo (Vecernje Novosti)

· Presidency: EU will acknowledge independence of Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Sarcozy: Map of Europe soon to be changed (Politika/Beta)

· Taricheanu: Romania will not recognize an independent Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Die Welt: EU faced with the test of a split because of Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Protest of Kosovo Serbs on Monday at noon (Beta/Tanjug)

· Pristina: Proclamation of independence on Sunday (Beta)

· Tachi meets Gruevski (B92)

Tadic took his oath of office (RTS/Tanjug)

The newly elected President of the Republic of Serbia Boris Tadic took the oath before the Serbian Parliament members at the ceremonial session at the main parliament building, with which his five-year mandate has begun. After taking the oath Tadic said that he would never give up on the fight for Kosovo and would do everything for Serbia to join the EU. Tadic said that Serbia would enter a frozen conflict with those countries that recognize independence of Kosovo. This does not mean that we will sever diplomatic ties, as this would endanger Serbia’s interests, but bilateral relations with those countries would not be of the same quality, said Tadic. According to him, Serbia will ask the UN to annul the decision on the proclamation of independence of Kosovo, if it is passed by interim Kosovo institutions. Tadic repeated that he would never accept independence of Kosovo and he would fight against any decision that would lead Kosovo to independence. 

Kostunica: Serbia will not enter the EU through a shameful trade-off  (Tanjug)

Serbia has always been in Europe, and this is why no one can bring it in or take it out, and it should enter the EU as whole, as all other members have done, said Serbian Prime Minister Kostunica. He said that Serbia was being asked to join the European family as the only country given such a position by a shameful trade-off, by sacrificing its memory and identity. Serbia can never agree to this, stressed Kostunica and pointed out that Kosovo was another name for what Serbs have given to the Christian civilization. Underlining that over the centuries, many powers had taken Kosovo by force, the Prime Minister stressed that this was the first time that they have asked of Serbia to agree, approve and slavishly welcome the taking away of the southern province. He reminded that Serbs had two centuries ago chosen their own path, and not the one offered to them as the easier and safer, and that today, in another time and different circumstances, still remains Serbia’s choice. We cannot give up on our ancestors, we cannot endanger the right of our children, and remain what we are, pointed out Kostunica. As long there are Serbian sanctities in Kosovo, as long as there are those who worship there, there can be no Serb who will recognize the violent and illegal dismemberment of Serbia, said the Serbian PM, concluding that by defending Kosovo, Serbia was defending more than just its territory. 

Serbian officials head for Kosovo on Sunday (Politika/Tanjug)

Serbian ministers and deputies will travel to Kosovo on Sunday in order to express solidarity and give support to the Serb and non-Albanian population in the province at a moment when the Albanians announced unilateral proclamation of independence. Tanjug was told in DSS that all ministers and deputies of this party and NS will be in all places where Serbs live – in Kosovska Mitrovica, Gracanica, Osojane, Strpce, Kosovsko Pomoravlje… Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic has announced that he will be in Strpce on Sunday with his fellow-citizens, while the representatives of the Ministry for implementing the national investment plan will also travel to the province, this Ministry told Tanjug.

Russia without dilemma – immoral and illegal (RTS/Tanjug)

Russia has done everything it can in resolving the Kosovo issue, and will not participate in undermining the foundations of modern Europe and the UN Charter, said in Geneva Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. At a moment when many Western countries, lead by the US, announce the recognition of this unilateral move of Pristina, Lavrov reminded that since the appearance of the idea of the ‘uniqueness’ of the Kosovo case, Moscow stresses that it would be difficult to explain this to separatists throughout the world. Many understand the risks and dangers, that this will cause a chain reaction in many parts of the world, but think that they will ‘somehow handle this’, while no one proposes a clear plan in case of such a response, said Lavrov before a meeting with the diplomatic leadership, which intends to send a mission without a SC decision to Kosovo and replace the existing one with a UN mandate. Russia shall accept that Kosovo is an EU matter, when all of the Balkans, including Serbia is in the EU, and until then it is a UN matter, pointed out Lavrov. 

Russia announced that recognition of independence of Kosovo could influence its policy towards Abkhazia and Southern Ossetiya, but did not announce recognition. In case of a possible recognition of independence of Kosovo, the situation in Southern Ossetiya and Abkhazia must be taken into consideration, it was assessed at the meeting of Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and leaders of those two unrecognized republics as part of Georgia, Eduard Kokotiyi and Sergey Bagapsha. The Russian Foreign Ministry announced that concern was expressed regarding the destructive consequences of recognition of independence of Kosovo. It was assessed that such a step entails the reexamination of generally accepted rules and ethics of international relations. Leaders of Southern Ossetiya and Abkhazia said that they have a plan in case of proclamation of independence of Kosovo, but did not give details.

Kosachov: Russia will prevent UN and OSCE membership of Kosovo (Vecernje Novosti)

The Chairman of the Foreign Political Committee of the Russian Duma Konstantin Kosachov has stated that Russia will never allow for independent Kosovo to become a UN and OSCE member, announcing decisions that Moscow will pass individually and together with other countries as a response to Pristina’s decision to proclaim independence. Kosachov said that if the authorities in Pristina proclaim independence on 17 February, Russia will immediately demand an urgent UN SC session as early as on 18 February, where it will request that the decision of Kosovo Albanians be proclaimed null and void. “We will pass individually some decisions as a response to that act, but at the same time we are examining solutions that Russia will pass together with other countries. Russia will never recognize independence of Kosovo. That is excluded forever,” Kosachov told Novosti.

Presidency: EU will acknowledge independence of Kosovo (Tanjug)

The EU will acknowledge the unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo, while the decision on recognition of the secession of the province from Serbia will be left to the member states, announced in Brussels the Slovenian EU chair. The EU Council of Ministers will discuss Kosovo on Monday, and at the same time send Serbia a message that the political agreement with the EU remains on the table and that the SAA would be signed as soon as Belgrade shows the will to conclude full cooperation with the ICTY. The EU has entered its final phase of decision regarding the sending of the EULEX mission to Kosovo and the final decision could be made in the night between Friday and Saturday, European sources believe. 

Sarcozy: Map of Europe soon to be changed (Politika/Beta)

French President Nicolas Sarkozy has clearly pointed out that he will support independence of Kosovo by telling the pupils in one school that they should get used to the new map of Europe. “You will have to change this with Kosovo,” Sarkozy told the pupils in southeast France, showing the part of the map where Kosovo is within Serbian borders. The Serb community in France has announced that it will organize protest at the Republican Square in Paris. “We wish to express this way our disagreement with such an act that is against the sovereignty of the Serbian State,” reads the statement of the Committee for protection and human rights and the Assembly of the Serbian Diaspora in France. These two organizations sent an open letter to French President Sarkozy stating that the Serb nation is angry at his reactions and support to independence of Kosovo.

Taricheanu: Romania will not recognize an independent Kosovo (Tanjug)

Romania will never recognize independence of Kosovo, but will not either interfere in the position of other European countries on this matter, said Romanian PM Popesku Taricheanu. He assessed that the problem of Kosovo could be resolved by achieving mutual understanding of Serbs and Albanians living in the province, which would guarantee the monitoring of the rights of national minorities. According to him, the situation in the southern Serbian province should be resolved in accordance with norms of international law. 

Die Welt: EU faced with the test of a split because of Kosovo (Tanjug)

The EU is facing the test of a split on Kosovo, writes the German Die Welt daily, regarding the expected proclamation of independence of Kosovo and the EU’s response. The atmosphere is tense to breaking point, states the daily. It reminds that before the declaration of independence, which would be against the strict will of Serbia and Russia, there is no unity among the EU on further steps regarding the Serbian province. In spite intensive diplomatic efforts, the governments of the EU 27 are still in dispute over the text of the main declaration, i.e. the so-called Coordinated Platform, which should be passed on Monday in Brussels by EU foreign ministers. The daily writes that above all Spain and Cyprus have announced their resistance to this document. 

Protest of Kosovo Serbs on Monday at noon (Beta/Tanjug)

The Association of Serb Municipalities and Settlements of Kosovo called upon all Serbs in the province to gather on Monday at noon at several rallies to reject the declaration of Albanian separatists on independence of Kosovo. In conclusions passed in Kosovska Mitrovica, it was stated that in case certain countries of the West recognize independence of Kosovo, the Association expects the Serbian Parliament to ask KFOR members from those countries to leave Kosovo, and for their places to be filled by the Serbian security forces. In the text signed by Association President Marko Jaksic, it is stated that the Association will treat announced arrival of the EU mission as occupation. We ask the authorities in Belgrade not to sign the SAA with occupational forces, as this would be an act of betrayal, it is underlined in the conclusions of the Association. 

The municipal assembly in Zvecan adopted conclusions regarding the developments in the province. The local authority in this predominantly Serb-inhabited area said it was against the formation of any kind of state on the territory of Serbia and deployment of a EU mission without agreement by the UN SC and Serbia and called on the international community to prevent the adoption of the Albanian declaration to unilaterally secede from Serbia. The deputies from Zvecan adopted conclusions that demand from Serbia’s state leadership to act in a united manner, in accordance to the degree of the threat to the integrity of the country and its citizens. At the same time, the local deputies called on the citizens to be united and to act responsibly in maintaining public peace and order. The deputies reiterated that they would continue respecting UNSCR 1244 and cooperating with KFOR and UNMIK in order to secure peace and the protection of human rights and the interests of all citizens. “In case the forces in charge of security and preserving peace in Kosovo overstep or change the mandates they have been granted by UNSCR 1244, we will demand protection from the corresponding bodies and institutions of the Republic of Serbia.” one of the conclusions said. 

Pristina: Proclamation of independence on Sunday (Beta)

The Kosovo Assembly will proclaim independence on Sunday, 17 February at 5pm, the spokesperson of Kosovo Premier Hashim Tachi told Ansa. Tachi avoided at a press conference stating more precisely the date of the possible proclamation of independence of Kosovo. According to Beta the news coming from Pristina now suggest that he did not give a date for the Kosovo Assembly to meet on this issue. 

Tachi meets Gruevski (B92)

Kosovo Premier Hashim Tachi and FYROM Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski met Friday to discuss cooperation, reports say. BIRN quotes a statement from the FYROM Government that said that Tachi and Gruevski also talked about “unresolved border demarcation issues.” “We agreed that the demarcation should be agreed through direct talks between Skopje and Pristina, monitored by the international community,” Tachi told a news conference in Pristina shortly after the meeting with Gruevski. Skopje officials have declined to comment on how FYROM will respond to Kosovo’s announced unilateral declaration of independence, repeating that the country remains loyal to the policy of the EU and NATO on the disputed territory. 

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.

