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· No one can stop Serbia’s deputies (dailies) 

· Jones: Kosovo has reason to be proud (dailies)
· Serbia will never recognize Kosovo’s independence, says Tadic (Zëri)
· Feith: to celebrate, conscious that there is a lot of work to be done (Zëri)
· Serbia provokes, Police and KFOR guarantee security on Independence Day (Zëri)
· Haradinaj says the cancer of Kosovo is corruption and the north (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights 

No one can stop Serbia’s deputies (dailies) 

Dailies report that deputies of Serbia’s Assembly have received an invitation from the Association of Serb Municipalities in Kosovo to be in Kosovo on 17 February to demonstrate opposition to Kosovo’s independence, while Kosovo authorities have still not found a mechanism to stop them. 
Koha Ditore reports that Serbia’s Assembly speaker confirmed the deputies would on Tuesday morning hold a “short voting session,” and then all deputies interested in visiting Zvecan would have transport organized for them.
Serbian media have also quoted the president of the Parliamentary Group for Kosovo in Serbia’s Assembly, the radical Lubisa Kragovic, as saying that “after the session of the Kosovo Serbian Municipalities, the session of Serbia’s Assembly would take place as well,” report dailies. According to Serbian media, a majority of Serbia’s political parties have expressed interest in sending their deputies to Kosovo, and Minister Goran Bogdanovic is expected to be present. 

“We request that resolution 1244 be respected. Ever since EULEX deployed, many human rights have been violated. We request Russia and China to ask other Security Council members to respect resolution 1244 and for EULEX to fulfill its duties,” the leader of United Serbia, Dragan Markovic, is quoted as saying. 

However, reports of Serbia’s Assembly session in Kosovo do not sound realistic to the State Secretary in  Serbia’s Ministry for Kosovo, Oliver Ivanovic. “I don’t believe that anyone from the majority in Serbia’s Parliament would come to the north,” he said. 

Official Prisitna considers this to be another provocation against the reality created in Kosovo. “They are trying to create an opinion among their citizens that Kosovo is not a state, and to ignore the reality,” Deputy Prime Minister Ramë Manaj said. 

Koha Ditore reports that EULEX representatives did not want to comment on the issue, passing the responsibility to UNMIK. 

UNMIK officials said that they have not received any official request for such a visit. “It is too late to check whether Serbia’s officials have sent a request to the Office of the United Nations in Belgrade. I am not aware at this time of any request for escort. UNMIK Police is not operational in Kosovo and we are not offering security escort in Kosovo, as we did in the past. If UNMIK receives such a request, we will hand it to the appropriate authorities, that could include EULEX,” UNMIK spokesperson Russell Geekie is quoted as saying. 

Jones: Kosovo has reason to be proud (dailies) 
Dailies report that the U.S Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Stewart Jones, in an interview for Radio Free Europe, said that the Kosovo population and Government have reason to be proud on the anniversary of their independence. 

“It has been a year full of tremendous work and achievements,” he said. “We have seen the new Constitution, dozens of laws endorsed, kilometers of paved roads, dozens of schools built,” Steward Jones is quoted as saying.
“Speaking on behalf of the United States, I say that we are proud to have been part of this process,” Jones is quoted as saying.   Asked about the north of Kosovo, Jones said that the U.S. is working through EULEX and other international structures to resolve differences in order for Kosovo’s Government to exercise authority in the entire territory of the country. 

Serbia will never recognize Kosovo’s independence, says Tadic (Zëri)
Zëri reports that the President of Serbia stated on Saturday that Kosovo is “the most sensitive issue for Serbia, but also in regional politics and European security.”

“Serbia will never recognize Kosovo’s independence and while respecting its international rights and legitimate interests, it will protect its integrity in Kosovo through legal means, in  front of the International Court of Justice,” said Tadic, adding that “the 17th of February it is only a date when an illegal act was approved, when Pristina illegally proclaimed Kosovo a so-called state. A year later, it is clear to everyone that Kosovo is not a state. We send a message to our compatriots that their state will take care of them and their interests,” said Tadic

Feith: to celebrate, conscious that there is a lot of work to be done (Zëri)
Zëri reports that the representative of the International Civilian Office, Pieter Feith, in a press release which was delivered to the media from his office on the occasion of the first anniversary of the declaration of independence of Kosovo, says: “On the first anniversary of the independence of the Republic of Kosovo, I sincerely express my best wishes for all its citizens. We, your international partners, have gone through the year together with you. We have together witnessed big changes. In the meantime, you have started building a shiny future as a democratic and multiethnic society. At the same time that we are celebrating, we are conscious that growth is always accompanying by challenges. There is a lot of work for Kosovo leaders to do and from all of us as we move forward in the areas of reform and reconciliation as we create a life of stability and peace with equal possibilities for all.”
Serbia provokes, Police and KFOR guarantee security on Independence Day (Zëri)
Zëri questions whether the explosion on Saturday in the north of Mitrovica was similar to other incidents that have occurred since the declaration of the independence, or if it was connected to the announcement of Serbian diplomacy that on the 17th of February there could be an outbreak of violence in the north of Kosovo aimed at burning down the customs points. For the Kosovo government, both scenarios are related and are considered very disturbing. Government Spokesman Memli Krasniqi said that it is quite possible that the last explosion in Mitrovica was orchestrated by those from Belgrade who are threatening an outbreak of violence.
“These are very disturbing, the threats of the leaders from the Serbian state about the destabilization of the situation and we are not discounting the possibility that the last incident, involving a bomb in Mitrovica, might have been orchestrated exactly from those persons who announced possible outbreaks now when Kosovo is celebrating its first anniversary of independence as independent state,” said Krasniqi

EULEX has announced that it will not tolerate violence and will respond with force if this is considered necessary. “If we are attacked, we are going to respond in a proportional manner, according to European standards,” said EULEX spokeswoman for Police Karin Limdal.

Haradinaj says that the cancer of Kosovo is corruption and the north (Zëri)
Zëri reports that AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj in a meeting with his supporters and with the members of the newly created AAK branch in Stanterg held in the primary school Anton Zako-Çajupi in Mitrovica said: “I have said before and I am saying it now that Kosovo has two cancers, two big illnesses which is destroying us, [including] the non-integrated north, which is creating major damage.”
Please note: Pristina Sunday newspaper summaries will be distributed later.

Kosovo Press Headlines (Monday, 16.02.09)
Koha Ditore
Front page

· No one can stop Serbia’s deputies

· Palokaj: Ah these media that “misinterpret”

· Kosovo to be represented soon in Czech Republic

· Reforms in Government after future elections

Other headlines

· Plus of the week: Refusing to reopen the package (2)

· Minus of the week: Two faces and Piroman (2)

· PDK does not expect crisis in the second year of statehood (4)

· Çeku: Achievements in the first year of independence are modest (4)

· Security in the hands of past “enemies” (5)

· Serb criminal groups settle accounts with hand grenade (5)

Zëri
Front page

· The Republic of Kosovo marks its first birthday tomorrow
· Editorial: State-building and Kosovo politics 

· Haradinaj says that  corruption and north are Kosovo’s cancer

· Serbia’s Assembly deputies arrive in Zvecan on 17 February

· Major interest for KSF, 15 candidates per post

Other headlines

· Tadic: Serbia will never recognize Kosovo (2)

· Feith: Let us celebrate, aware that there is a lot of work to be done (3)

· Serbia provokes, Police and KFOR guarantee security on the Day of Independence (5)

· PDK congratulates citizens on the first anniversary (6)

· Çeku says that state is achieved in theory but not in practise (6) 

Kosova Sot
Front page

· No leader at independence celebration

· Jones: The U.S. ready to mediate 

· 4,900 apply for KSF

· PDK: We are improving your lives 

· Editorial: It has arrived 

Other headlines

· Çeku: Anniversary without unity (2)

· Haradinaj distributes party cards in Mitrovica (2)

· Feith: Congratulations for the Independence holiday (2)

· Sejdiu: The prosperous year (3)

· Kosovo Serbs, Belgrade hostages (4)

· Kastrati: KEK deceived us (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Rexhepi: I will celebrate with the citizens of the north
· Jones: The U.S. supports dialogue if parties agree
· Haradinaj: North and corruption, Kosovo’s diseases

· Çeku: We have made theory of the state not practice
Other headlines

· Serb parliamentarians come to Kosovo on 17 February (2)

· Jeremic: Serbia will never recognize Kosovo’s independence (2)

· Çeku: Talks with Belgrade, unacceptable (5)

· Editorial: Diplomatic asylum (6) 
· Feith congratulates Kosovo citizens (7)
Express
Front page

· Appreciation of Independence

Other headlines

· Shala: The toughest year for the state of Kosovo (3)

· Jones: We will welcome every Pristina-Belgrade dialog (5)

· Unifying EU stabilizing Kosovo (6)

· Jeremic: We will never recognize (6)

· Feith: Reform and reconciliation (6)

· Interested for KSF (7)

Lajm
Front page

· Kosovars narrow

· Jones: Kosovo has reasons to be proud
· Security on the day of independence

Other headlines

· The recognitions as a wish (3)

· Feith congratulate the Kosovo citizens (3)

· Recruitment campaign ends for KSF (3)

· Journalists protesting, demand approach on official documents (4)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Kosovo still without official statistics

· USA respects Kosovo sovereignty

Other headlines 

· Sejdiu: The first year of witnessing (2)

· Congratulations and support for the future of Kosovo (3)

· Around five thousand aim the uniform of KSF (3)

· A hand grenade explodes, citizens disturbed again  (4)

· Çeku: State can be built together (5)
InfoPress 
Front page

· USA happy with the government
· On 17th of February the festivities start in the early morning hours

Other headlines 

· Feith congratulates (4)

· Interested to be part of KSF (4)

· One-ear path (4)

· Serbs hand out provacative leaflets in north of Mitrovica (5)
Belgrade Media Highlights

Monday, 16 February 2009

· Different views of the anniversary of Kosovo independence proclamation (Tanjug)

· Cvetkovic: Serbia has strength to fight all challenges (RTS)

· MPs to travel to Kosovo on 17 February (B92/Beta)

· Feith: International partners witnesses of big changes in Kosovo (Blic)

· KSF recruitment campaign ends (Beta)

· Remembering the victims of mine under bus near Podujevo (Tanjug)
Sunday, 15 February 2009
· Tadic: It is clear to all, Kosovo is not a state (Beta)

· Jeremic: Serbia will never recognize Kosovo (Tanjug/BBC)

· Police locates explosion site (Tanjug)

· Holy Synod protested with Zannier (Tanjug)
Monday, 16 February 2009

Different views of the anniversary of Kosovo independence proclamation (Tanjug)

On the eve of the anniversary of the unilateral proclamation of Kosovo independence on 17 February, the Albanian leaders in the province believe that the deployment of EULEX and, as they call it, stability are the greatest success, while the Serbs assess that not much has changed. State Secretary in the Serbian Ministry of Kosovo Oliver Ivanovic has told Tanjug that the Kosovo government has not understood that one cannot eat independence. The unilateral independence has been recognized by 54 countries, which is not a small number, but in any case it not enough, especially since there are no big projects that could employ the people, says Ivanovic. According to him, Pristina should think about whether the constant pressure directed at northern Kosovo can lead to stability, which is the prerequisite for the economic investment that the province is lacking. The State Secretary has reminded that the crime rate in Kosovo is extremely high and that one year after the proclamation of independence the citizens do not feel legal and physical security.

Cvetkovic: Serbia has strength to fight all challenges (RTS)
Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic has stated that Serbia has enough power to cope with all the challenges and open the perspective for all its citizens. It is time we turn toward the future, to work together with dedication on the faster development and not leave any problems to our children, Cvetkovic said at the central celebration of the Statehood Day in Orasac. While pointing that Serbia’s goal is to become a pillar of the economic and political stability in the Balkans, the Prime Minister stressed that the government had taken over the responsibility to resolve the problems in Kosovo, i.e. the part of the country that is under the UN protectorate. The Prime Minister said that Serbia chose legitimate and peaceful means to fight for Kosovo, adding that it is investing in the province’s speedier development and preparing a detailed plan of IDPs’ sustainable survival and return. We started a serious diplomatic action in line with international law in order to annul the self-proclaimed independence and we are making progress. The Serbian government will never and under no circumstances give up Kosovo, Cvetkovic underlined. 
Serbian President Boris Tadic has appointed General Miloje Miletic as the Chief of the General Staff of the Army of Serbia, it has been announced from Tadic’s cabinet. The Deputy Chief will be General Mladen Cirkovic, hitherto commander of the land army. His previous post will be filled by Genral Ljubisa Dikovic, previous Head of the Training Command, while his post will be overtaken by General Aleksandar Zivkovic. President Tadic has promoted several more high officers of the Army of Serbia.

MPs to travel to Kosovo on 17 February (B92/Beta)

The Serbian parliament members have mostly accepted an invitation to travel to northern Kosovo on 17 February. They will attend a session of the Assembly of the Serb Municipalities in Kosovo. Speaker Slavica Djukic-Dejanovic said that parliament will first briefly meet in Belgrade on Tuesday for a vote. Afterwards, transportation will be provided for all MPs who wish to travel to Kosovo. Opposition DSS, SRS, NS MPs have confirmed they will be in Kosovo on Tuesday, as have ruling SPS, JS, several G17 Plus lawmakers and Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic from the ranks of the DS. Opposition LDP said they are considering whether to go, since they have “no members in the parliamentary Committee for Kosovo and Metohija,” Beta reported.

Feith: International partners witnesses of big changes in Kosovo (Blic)

The international civilian representative in Kosovo Pieter Feith has stated that “international partners have been witnesses over the past years of big changes that occurred during the time when the building of a bright future of a democratic and multiethnic society” began in Kosovo. “We should be aware that development is always followed by big challenges. There is a hard job ahead for the Kosovo leaders and all of us while we progress in all spheres of reforms and reconciliation,” said Feith. 

KSF recruitment campaign ends (Beta)

The recruitment campaign of 300 new KSF members ended, while more than 4,900 candidates had registered, KFOR announced. KFOR Commander Giuseppe Emilio Gay assessed that the results of the campaign were satisfying. He recalled that the KSF mission is to react in case of natural disasters and other situations that require urgent intervention and conveyed that because of this, members of all communities in Kosovo should join their ranks. 

Remembering the victims of mine under bus near Podujevo (Tanjug)

The Serbian National Council of Kosmet has reminded in its statement that on Monday it will be the 8th anniversary since the terrorist attack near Podujevo, when 11 Serbs were killed and another 47 injured by the explosive device, installed under the bus of the Nisekspres Company. In memory of those victims, the delegation of the Serb National Council will lay wreaths at noon, in the location of the attack, and light candles. The Council is remembering with sorrow and pain the massacre of innocent Serbs, thus sharing the suffering of their families to this day, as well as all the Serbs in Kosovo, reads the statement. For that attack, Florim Eyupi was sentenced to 40 years in prison by the International Chamber of the District Court in Mitrovica, relocated to Pristina.

Sunday, 15 February 2009

Tadic: It is clear to all, Kosovo is not a state (Beta)

Serbian President Boris Tadic has stated that one year after the unilateral proclamation of Kosovo independence it is clear to everybody that it is not a state, and he told the Kosovo Serbs that the state will continue taking care of them. In his address to the participants in the military exercise “Sretenje 2009” in Novi Sad, Tadic repeated that Serbia will never recognize independence of Kosovo and will defend its legitimacy via legal and diplomatic tools before the International Court of Justice. Kosovo is the critical issue of our, but also of the regional and European security, emphasized Tadic. He stressed that the marking of the Army Day unifies the identity of the army and the state, thus renewing their deepest connection in the Serbian tradition. Serbia is not a threat to anyone, but rather a friend and a partner, the pillar of regional stability and security, as well as a democratic European country, underlined Tadic. 

Jeremic: Serbia will never recognize Kosovo (Tanjug/BBC)

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic stated that Serbia will never recognise independenceof Kosovo, recalling that it is using only peaceful and legal means to solve the issue of its southern province. In an interview to the BBC on the eve of the first anniversary of Kosovo’s unilateral proclamation of independence, Jeremic reiterated that the issues of Kosovo’s future status and Serbia’s EU accession are two separate processes, underlining that this is the official policy of both Belgrade and Brussels. He said that five EU members have not recognised the province’s independence and judging by the statements coming from these countries, they do not intend to do this in the future. Jeremic stressed that Serbia is using only peaceful and legal means to solve the Kosovo issue, recalling that it has asked the International Court of Justice for opinion on the legality of the province’s independence.

Police locates explosion site (Tanjug)

KPS spokesman Besim Hoti told Tanjug that the explosion in Kosovska Mitrovica took place near a high school in the northern part of the town. Hoti said that no one was hurt and that there was no material damage as the device, most likely a hand grenade, went off. He added that the police have no suspects at this time, and that the motive of the attack remains unknown.

Holy Synod protested with Zannier (Tanjug)

The Holy Synod of the Serbian Orthodox Church has protested with UNMIK Head Lamberto Zannier on the occasion of the creation of an electronic database about the cultural heritage in Kosovo, as announced by the interim provincial institutions. The Serb cultural heritage has been promoted around the world, and some of those monuments are under the protection of UNESCO, reminds the letter. It is underlined that the cultural heritage in Kosovo is an integral part of the Serb people and its Orthodox Church, but with the support of Great Britain administration clerks in Pristina, there is wish to rename and register that legacy as the “goods of Kosovo.” The entire cultural heritage in the province is under the competency of the Republic of Serbia and the Autonomous Province of Kosovo, and some of it is under direct care of UNESCO, reads the letter to Zannier. The Synod emphasizes that any forced renaming or abduction of Serb sanctities will be treated as violence against the Serb cultural heritage.

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
















