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Main Stories                  16 March

__________________________________________________
· Implementation of the Ahtisaari plan to be reviewed next year
(Koha Ditore)

· De Kermabon in Belgrade, Pristina reminds him that six-point plan is dead 
(Zëri)

· HRF: Release of Florim Ejupi was a hasty decision by EULEX judges (dailies)

· Vetëvendosja files lawsuit against Serb parallel structures (dailies)

· The condition of Oliver (InfoPress)

· Augustin Palokaj: The isolation of Kosovars (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

The implementation of the Ahtisaari plan to be reviewed next year (Koha Ditore)

Representatives of the International Civilian Office (ICO) are not sure that all the provisions of the comprehensive package can be implemented. Koha Ditore has seen a draft evaluation of implementation of the package which shows what has been completed and what remains in the implementation of the plan.
Although it was very unclear when this package enters into force, the international authorities in Pristina said that the date of implementation was the end of February, when the  International Civilian Representative was appointed. A review will be conducted two years later. “The international Civilian Representative was appointed on 28 February 2008,” said the head of Public Information Office in ICO, Andy McGuffie, explaining that this implies the start of implementation, while the review of the implementation of the package is foreseen two year later.

De Kermabon in Belgrade, Pristina reminds him that six-point plan is dead (Zëri)

Zëri reports that EULEX officials deny any possibility that the visit of Yves de Kermanbon to Belgrade will be political in nature. “In essence, it is a technical visit. He is going to have talks at the Ministries of Justice, Interior Affairs and Finance on issues for which EULEX has the mandate to operate,” said EULEX Spokesman Christophe Lamfalussy. Government Spokesman Memli Krasniqi repeated the Kosovo Institutions’ statement that the six-point plan is dead for the institutions of Kosovo.

HRF: Release of Florim Ejupi was a hasty decision by EULEX judges (dailies)
Several dailies report that the Human Rights Fund for Kosovo (HRF) issued a communiqué reacting to what it called the hasty decision by EULEX judges to reverse the conviction of Florim Ejupi for the attack on the Nis Express bus on 16th February 2001 near Podujevo when 10 Serbs were killed and 11 others were wounded.

The HRF also said that the decision by the Supreme Court of Kosovo is meaningless from a legal point of view and unacceptable for the families of victims and survivors who waited for years for justice to be served.
Vetëvendosja files lawsuit against Serb parallel structures (dailies)

Dailies report that as a reaction to the negligence of Kosovo’s institutions vis-à-vis Serb parallel structures, the Vetëvendosja Movement has filed a lawsuit against the parallel structures.
Vetëvendosja leader Albin Kurti said at a press conference that the Government of Kosovo should sign this lawsuit. Kurti presented a long list with the names of all Serbs that are involved in parallel structures. The lawsuit also contains detailed descriptions of all activities and crimes committed by the Serb parallel structures in Kosovo.
The condition of Oliver (InfoPress)

In an interview in InfoPress, the Secretary of the so-called Ministry for Kosovo in the Serbian Government Oliver Ivanovic talked about the latest policies of the Serbian institutions in relation to Kosovo. Ivanovic says that it is possible for Serbs to return to the Police force, but said that there is still the six-point agreement which only needs to be implemented. He said the six points make it possible for the Serbs to participate, but that they will not be totally integrated.

When asked whether it was true that Belgrade does not allow Kosovo Serbs to take part in Kosovo institutions, like police and KSF, Ivanovic said: “You misunderstand this. Police left the institutions and asked for support. Second, the police want to join, but have a few conditions, which are clear. It is possible for Serbs to return, but we have the six-point agreement and we have the decision of the UN Security Council. It means that it is only a matter of implementation. Those six points make it possible for the Serbs to participate, but they will still not be fully integrated. We don’t want to be in the independent Kosovo institutions. We can be in the Kosovo institutions under resolution 1244. The resolution is still valid.”
Augustin Palokaj: The isolation of Kosovars (Koha Ditore)

In an opinion piece in Koha Ditore, Brussels-based correspondent Augustin Palokaj writes, “Even though it is the most pro-EU population in the Balkans, the Kosovars are and will be the most isolated in Europe. This year, the visa regime for all the citizens in the western Balkans will most likely be withdrawn. The Kosovars will be the only ones who will need visas to continue to travel in Western Europe. They will take the passport of neighbouring countries or approach it as illegal immigrates.”
Please note: Sunday newspaper summaries are distributed separately.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Implementation of Ahtisaari Package to be reviewed next year

· Palokaj: Isolation of Kosovars

· PDK against postponement of local elections

Other headlines

· Vetëvendosja offers a pro bono lawsuit (3)

· HRF: Florim Ejupi’s release was a hasty decision by EULEX judges (4)

· PSD proposes plan for fighting corruption (4)

Zëri

Front page

· Mourning at the wrong grave!

· De Kermabon in Belgrade, Pristina reminds him that the six points are dead

· Editorial: March 16th – the day when Ahtisaari Package started being dismantled

· Blerim Shala: State of Kosovo is in danger over Mitrovica

· There was only one order in Prekaz: No one should be left alive!

Other headlines

· Vetëvendosja files lawsuit against Serb parallel structures (2)

· Haradinaj: Kosovo’s recognition are the success of the U.S. (2)

· Detention for four Serbian officers suspected of war crimes in Kosovo (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Slovenia’s priority, liberalization of visas for Kosovo

· Editorial: The wrong path

· ICJ, Arguments are ready

· Kurti to institutions: Arrest parallel structures

Other headlines

· Agani: Islamic countries were left aside (3)

· PDK: Local elections will be held this year (3)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Shala: We have been hit by the global crisis

· Shala: Mitrovica

· Kurti: Leaders of Serb parallel structures should be arrested

Other headlines

· De Kermabon to visit Belgrade (2)

· Zannier still hasn’t prepared report for UNSC session (2)

· Jeremic: Debate on Kosovo is not over yet (2)

· PDK: Local elections should be held according to plan (3)

Express
Front page

· Why Muharrem?

Other headlines

· Maliqi: Titanic (2)

· Shala: Technical government or new technique of governance (3)

· Behgjet Pacolli always controversial (4)

· Jeremic: Debate over Kosovo did not end (4)

· Serwer Abramowitz: Dayton II for Bosnia (5)

· Embassy in UAE and Malaysia (5)

· Suggest criminal law suite (6)

· Agim Çeku: Fight Corruption

Lajm
Front page

· Legitimacy under suspicion

· Pacolli promises dignified governance

Other headlines

· The head of the Assembly visits London (2)

· Jeremic: The diplomatic debate over Kosovo has not finished yet (2)

· De Kermabon next week visits Belgrade (3)

· Stop the parallel structures (4)

Bota Sot
· Front page

· Opposition: The corrupted politicians are delaying approval of the law

Other headlines 

· PSD: The government to fight corruption (6)

· No postponement of local elections (7)

· Stop! Diplomats in Kosovo, only with visas (7)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Oliver’s condition
Other headlines 

· Imperative condition for Belgrade (2)

· Sejdiu: Obligations toward the state (2)

· No postponement of the local elections (3)

· Oliver’s condition (4)

Belgrade Media Update

· Zannier has not finished UNSC report (Beta)

· Committee for Kosovo to hold session in Ranilug on Monday (Tanjug)

Zannier has not finished UNSC report (Beta)

UNMIK Head in Kosovo Lamberto Zannier did not finalize his report due to be presented to the next UN Security Council meeting. Kosova Sot says that it is unclear whether Zannier will meet with Kosovo Albanian leaders ahead of the session in New York. The Italian diplomat is awaiting UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s report publication in order to finalize his own, according to UNMIK spokesman Russell Geekie. Ban’s report will be a basis for Zannier’s presentation before the Security Council on 23 March, this spokesman explained. Geekie said that Zannier is trying to meet with Tachi and Sejdiu “if not before the Security Council session, then after,” and added that the meeting would take place, but could not confirm any date. 

Committee for Kosovo to hold session in Ranilug on Monday (Tanjug)

The Serbian Parliament Committee for Kosovo will hold a session in Ranilug, for the second time in a row, Chairman of this body Ljubomir Kragovic has confirmed for Tanjug. The session is scheduled for noon.
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