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· AAK: Facts regarding “secret talks” on Wednesday (dailies)

· Kuçi: No secret talks (Express)

· Kuçi: More rights than any other minority (Zëri)

· Shala: Advancing of the north threatens Kosovo’s territorial integrity (Koha)

· Dacic: Serbia ready to amend resolution without touching key points (dailies)

· Opposition demands declaring strategy for the north dead (Zëri)

· Jaksic: Resolution 1244 the strongest weapon (dailies)

· UNMIK, obstacle for Kosovo’s CEFTA presidency (Bota Sot)

· Sir Michael Wood will continue to work with Kosovo institutions (Express)

· Anti-Corruption Agency investigating Pristina Mayor (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

AAK: Facts regarding “secret talks” on Wednesday (dailies)
All dailies report that the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK) has announced that on Wednesday it will present facts about secret talks between the governments of Kosovo and Serbia. “I believe on Wednesday you will find out what we have been talking out,” AAK chairmanship member Avni Arifi told a press conference on Sunday. 

According to Arifi, the authority of the Kosovo Government will be damaged from facts presented by his party. “What we have been saying is an extremely serious issue and we are aware what we have said and we wouldn’t have said it if we did not have any facts,” he added. 

“We gave plenty of room to the Government of Kosovo to explain the reason behind such meetings and the Government never questioned the fact that the meetings took place, in fact it performed a tactical withdrawal or said that it would never talk about the north or similar things.”

Arifi also said that the AAK strongly rejects the South Tyrol model for the northern part of Mitrovica. “The AAK strongly rejects the opening of the Ahtisaari Package. The Ahtisaari Package was never of the people of Kosovo, it was a compromise between Kosovo and the international community, and as a package it had many painful parts for the people of Kosovo.” 

Kuçi: No secret talks (Express)

In an interview for RTK on Sunday, Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi rejected AAK’s accusations about secret talks between the Government of Kosovo and the Government of Serbia. Kuçi argued that the Government doesn’t need to hold secret talks because it has legitimacy and is transparent. He also called on the opposition to be more creative with its ideas.
Kuçi: More rights than any other minority (Zëri)

The paper reports that while northern Serbs insist they will not recognize the institutions of the state of Kosovo and will work only according to Serbian laws and Resolution 1244, the Government in Pristina said it will find an attractive solution for the north but only in accordance with the laws of the Republic of Kosovo and the Ahtisaari Plan.

Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi said the Ahtisaari Package offers Serbs bigger rights than any other minority in EU member states enjoys. “We always thought how to be attractive for Serb citizens there. In this respect, we will try to make the implementation of President Ahtisaari’s Package, the Constitution and the laws more attractive, but in certain moments even through the law,” Kuçi said.

Shala: Advancing of the north threatens Kosovo’s territorial integrity (Koha Ditore)
In an interview for the paper, AAK principal deputy leader Blerim Shala said if the Serbs in the north are given even a single right more than what is defined in the Ahtisaari package, Kosovo will become a dysfunctional state and will turn into an “administrative monster”. 
“There are three lines Kosovo should not cross. There can be no status talks, no discussion on the territorial integrity and what is equally important, as the first two points, Kosovo cannot open the Ahtisaari package and make some kind of a special offer for the north,” said Shala who reiterated that the party has information that the Government of Kosovo is undergoing secret talks with Belgrade and suggested the agenda for talks should be build through internal consultations and should enjoy full consensus from the Kosovo society.  

Dacic: Serbia ready to amend resolution without touching key points (dailies)

Serbian Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Ivica Dacic in a visit to the Gracanica Monastery said the Government of Serbia is ready to make changes to the resolution it has put forth to the UN General Assembly but noted that the changes would not touch essential points, including talks with Kosovo on the status issue. “It is a political reality and it is a specific situation because the Albanians don’t want to live in the Serbian state. However, Serbs that live in enclaves or the north of Kosovo don’t want to live in an independent country like Kosovo,” said Dacic.

Papers also note that Dacic’s visit to Kosovo was made possible by the permission of the Kosovo institutions but that he did not respect the terms of the permission and made political statements during the visit.

Opposition demands declaring strategy for the north dead (Zëri)

Kosovo opposition parties have stated that the strategy for integration of the north has failed and cannot be implemented considering that no positive movement has happened since its launch. The opposition therefore demands the strategy be declared ‘dead’. AKR deputy leader Ibrahim Makolli said apart from political statements there have been no concrete steps by the Kosovo authorities to enforce the strategy. “Very often I have had dilemma of whether Kosovo has a strategy for the north or whether it does not exist at all,” said Makolli while AAK’s Ardian Gjini said the Government of Kosovo never dealt with the strategy for the north and that is why there have been no positive steps in its implementation.

Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi however said that Kosovo’s territorial integrity is the Government’s main objective and that the institutions will react in a rational but not emotional way to achieve this goal. 

Jaksic: Resolution 1244 the strongest weapon (dailies)

Several dailies quote Marko Jaksic, representative of Serbs in northern Kosovo, as saying that UNSC Resolution 1244 is the strongest weapon in the hands of Serbia. “Resolution 1244 is Serbia’s strongest weapon and the biggest obstacle to the creation of another Albanian state in the Balkans,” said Jaksic, adding that northern Serbs would never embrace another document such as the Ahtisaari Package.

UNMIK, obstacle for Kosovo’s CEFTA presidency (Bota Sot)

The paper reports that Kosovo is set to take presidency over CEFTA as of January next year but that the presidency could come under question because the free trade agreement was signed by UNMIK on behalf of Kosovo. Minister of Trade and Industry Lutfi Zharku said Kosovo institutions are insisting that they should preside over CEFTA and not UNMIK while officials from the Kosovo Chamber of Commerce that especially now after the ICJ decision, issues that relate to economic development are part of Kosovo’s sovereignty and this also includes CEFTA. 
Sir Michael Wood will continue to work with Kosovo institutions (Express)

Express reports that Michael Wood will continue to work as Kosovo’s lawyer even after the International Court of Justice (ICJ) announced its ruling in favour of Kosovo’s declaration of independence. Unnamed sources told the paper that Wood would be engaged in the implementation of the ICJ ruling. 

Anti-Corruption Agency investigating Pristina Mayor (Express)

Express reports on the front page that the Anti-Corruption Agency is investigating Pristina Mayor, Isa Mustafa. According to the paper, it is believed that Mustafa has violated the law and the grounds for investigation are the declaration of wealth and the number of businesses and companies in which Mustafa is a shareholder. The paper further notes that only in one private company, Mustafa has presented 48 percent of shares which is in clear violation with the Law on Conflict of Interest. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Shala: Advancing of the north threatens Kosovo’s territorial integrity

· AAK: Facts for secret talks on Wednesday

· Dacic: Serbia is ready to change the resolution

· Surroi: One strategic mistake after the other

· Skopje to intensify diplomacy with Kosovo after ICJ

· Palokaj: Kosovo’s rescue could come from Serbia
Other headlines

· Dacic: Serbia ready to amend resolution without touching key points (3)

· Meta supports Galip Beqiri (3)

· Municipality sets deadline for demolition of Brotherhood & Unity square (6) 
Zëri

Front page

· 22 plus U.S.

· Facts on secret talks on Wednesday

· Dacic deceives Kosovars

· Fading out

· Shala: Damaging clash between the Prime Minister and ICO and EULEX
Other headlines

· Macedonian Education Ministry plays games with Kosovo (2)

· More rights than any other minority in the EU (3)

· Jaksic: Strongest weapon (3)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· AAK: Facts on Wednesday

· Editorial: The endangered in Kosovo’s roads

· Kosovo in the advantage

· Trade agreement with the EU still far away

· Investigations into possible misuse at Kosovo Statistics Institute

Other headlines

· Dacic lied, turned religious visit into political propaganda (2)

· The opposition doesn’t stop (2)

· Teodosije: KFOR withdrawal from monasteries is immature (4)

· Serbs challenge Ahtisaari’s Plan for the North (4)
Epoka e Re

Front page

· New positive signals for the north

· AAK to reveal facts on Wednesday?

· Dacic: Kosovo’s independence is not a closed chapter

Other headlines

· Teodosije: KFOR withdrawal from monasteries is immature (2)

· Kosovo Serbs outraged with Belgrade (3)

· Ahtisaari Package should not be changed (3)

Express
Front page

· Law violator

· Dacic’s box

· AAK facts

Other headlines

· Shala: And what now? (3)
· Concerned over Monastery’s protection (4)
· Kuçi: No secret talks (5)
· Wood continues work (6)
· They want only Resolution 1244 (6)
Lajm
Front page

· Prizren University with a rector by the end of August

Other headlines

· Politics of priests (2)

· Serbia tires (2)

· Arifi: We have given the Government time for explanations (3)

· Rukiqi: Corruption, obstacle for implementation of economy projects (5)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Technical or secret talks?

· UNMIK, obstacle for Kosovo’s CEFTA presidency

· AAK: Evidence of secret talks to be presented on Wednesday

Other headlines

· Rukiqi: There are projects but corruption prevents (3)

· Kuçi: Ahtissari package enough for the Serbs (4)

· Dacic in Kosovo, religious not political visit (4)

Infopress
Front page

· A more coordinated lobbying

· Dacic: Resolution, modifiable 

Other headlines

· Serbia to carry consequences (2)

· Challenges of Ahtisaari plan in the north (4)

· No interest for Kosovo Serbs (4)

· KFOR decision, premature (5)

· Population census to start on 2011 (6)
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