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__________________________________________________
· Serbian resolution against independence will not be successful (dailies)

· Samoa recognizes independence of Kosovo (dailies)

· Internationals first (Express)

· De Kermabon sees good indications from Belgrade about EULEX (Zëri)
· A group of youths attack an Albanian (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Serb resolution against independence will not be successful (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that local institutions and the International Civilian Office (ICO) are opposing the Serbian initiative against the independence of Kosovo, calling it an unsuccessful attempt by the Serbian Government to impede the further recognition of the state of Kosovo.

“Serbia should think more about facilitating our neighbourly communication and in this way make it easy for each other to integrate in the European Union and NATO,” said Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi yesterday. “Serbia knows that Kosovo is an independent, sovereign and democratic country, recognized by 46 democratic states and the most important world super powers.”

Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi said he was optimistic that the International Court of Justice would not make a decision in favour of the Serb resolution, “because the entire political activity in Kosovo has been developed in line with international law.”
Epoka e Re quotes ICO deputy chief Fletcher Burton as saying that there will be no tolerance toward efforts to impede the growing number of countries that recognize Kosovo’s independence.
Samoa recognizes independence of Kosovo (dailies)

In a press release, Kosovo’s Foreign Ministry said that the Government of Samoa has written a note to President Fatmir Sejdiu recognizing independence of Kosovo. “We hope independence of Kosovo will face even broader recognitions that would help in concluding the 90s conflict,” a letter sent by Samoa’s government reads. Samoa is the 47th country to recognize Kosovo, papers add. 

Internationals first (Express)

According to the paper UNMIK and Belgrade have agreed in principle for the court in the northern part of Mitrovica to start functioning initially with UNMIK’s judges and prosecutors so as to include Albanian and Serb staff at a later stage. The paper, quoting international sources in Pristina, says that the agreement was reached last week in the meeting between UNMIK chief, Lamberto Zannier, and Serbian Minister for Kosovo, Goran Bogdanovic. 
No progress has been noted with regards to the issue of Serb police officers returning to KPS but talks on the issue are still ongoing, the paper writes.
De Kermabon sees good indications from Belgrade about EULEX (Zëri)
EULEX chief Yves de Kermabon said yesterday there are positive indications from Belgrade to stop the political pressure against Serb members of Kosovo Police who abandoned their jobs after the declaration of Kosovo’s independence in February this year.

“We have good indications. We are pushing the process from the bottom up in order to encourage Belgrade to accept the EULEX mission,” De Kermabon said during a visit to the Kosovo Police School in Vushtrri where he was accompanied by Interior Minister Zenun Pajaziti.

“I cannot wait for them (Serb officers) to join the Kosovo Police as soon as possible because they will be relieved from political pressure. Circumstances will be more flexible, too. EULEX will resume its deployment next week and we aim to finish this by the end of autumn. I hope that by that time we will have a different environment,” said De Kermabon.

A group of youths attack an Albanian (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that unidentified persons physically assaulted a 53 year-old Albanian in the north of Mitrovica. The victim was crossing from the north to the south side when he was attacked, the police said. KPS Spokesperson Besim Hoti said the incident is believed to have been ethnically motivated. The victim suffered minor injuries. 
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Confusion of Greeks in the Presidency

· Samoa recognizes independence of Kosovo

· Auditor: Presidency, excessive spending on phone calls

· No one ‘knows’ who announced ‘Mabetex’ the winner 

· Serbian resolution against independence will not be successful 

Other headlines

· ICO pledges support for Assembly (2)

· Netherlands does not give in to Serbia (2)

· Australia promises investments in Kosovo (3)

· Ferati and Giffon: Decentralization helps democratization (5)

· A group of youth attack an Albanian (5)

· Wordsworth: Kosovo, an issue that distances Serbia from us (5)

· Kelmendi: Prisoners not ill-treated in Kosovo (7)

Zëri

Front page

· LDK’s and AKR’s double identity – main bearer of political processes in Kosovo?

· De Kermabon sees good indications from Belgrade about EULEX

· Pristina says Serbian initiatives against independence are futile 

· Samoa recognizes independence of Kosovo

· Government gives no explanations why Pacolli’s company was selected to renovate Press Building 

· PDK head not concerned over officials’ resignations in Prizren

· Haziri: No reforms without an election process 

· Shala: The forgotten topic 

Other headlines

· Wordsworth: It would be a mistake for the Kosovo issue to be treated by ICJ (2)

· Kosovar politics’ fragility (3)

· Ambassador Kaidanow inaugurates project for preservation of Haxhi Zeka kulla in Leshan (3)

· President Sejdiu decrees creation of Consultative Council for Communities (7)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Guldimann close to departure 

· Daci: Pacolli is not in Kosovo, Haradinaj is absent from Assembly 

· Assembly also misuses public money 

Other headlines

· Kosovo politics considers Serb initiative as failed (3)

· Samoa recognizes independence of Kosovo (4)

· EULEX, Serbs split (4)

· Giffon: Decentralization strengthens institutions (4)

· Law on amnesty, matter of days (4)

· Creation of Consultative Council for Communities decreed (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Serbia wasting time!

· Samoa recognizes independence of Kosovo

· Kosovo seeks recognition from Greece

· ICO condemns efforts for not recognizing Kosovo

· Australians urged to invest in Kosovo 

Other headlines

· Feith to report to European Parliament on Kosovo (2)

· Ivanovic: There will be talks again on Kosovo status (2)

· Wordsworth: Serbia’s initiative is a mistake (2)

· Halimi: Haradinaj has ideas but institutions decide (4)

· Sejdiu and Hyseni travel to USA (6)

Express

Front page

· Reshaping of political landscape

· Internationals first

· They wish failure

Other headlines

· Selimi: How I broke the law (and regretted it)? (2)

· An Ahtisaari Plan for Preshevo Valley (4)

· A wrong initiative (5)

· The opposition is not coordinated (5)

Lajm

Front page

· Serbia facing the next defeat

· Limitless calls

· I want justice!

Other headlines

· Feith to report at the European Parliament (2)

· Serbia “pro” and “against” EULEX (2)

· Wordsworth: Belgrade is making a mistake (3)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Thaçi: Independence will have only recognition and integration

· Kosovo police ready for the north!

· Why do some Arab countries accept Russian and Serb arguments?

· Kosovo Assembly violates the law

Other headlines

· Who is calling for a civil society government? (3)

· Greece, chairing the OSCE in 2009, will help Kosovo (5)

Infopress

Front page

· Express-tenders of the President’s Office

· Thaçi: The Serb initiative will fail

· Samoa recognizes Kosovo’s independence

· Who will guard the embassies

· Police sources say Sekiraqa has changed his appearance

Other headlines

· Late justice (2)

· LDK clans (4)

· Sejdiu believes in recognition from Greece (5)

· Feith to speak about Kosovo at the European Parliament (5)

· Hysa: I am not a member of the Municipal Assembly of Prishtina (9)

· Buja meets leaders of seven Serb villages (11)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· UN General Assembly session begins (RTS)

· Tadic expects positive decision of UN General Assembly (RTS)

· Cvetkovic: Most important to preserve territorial integrity (RTS)

· Jeremic: Serbia continues to fight for Kosovo (RTS)

· Bogdanovic urges unity over resolution (Tanjug)

· Russian-Serbian protest rally in front of EU headquarters in Brussels (RTS)
· UNMIK: Oxygen bottles confiscated over documentation (RTS)

· Haradinaj raises Presevo Valley issue (B92/Tanjug)

UN General Assembly session begins (RTS)

The 63rd UN General Assembly session begins on Tuesday in New York. The agenda should also include Serbia’s initiative for an advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice on the legality of the unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo. The decision about including this issue on the agenda will be made by the General Committee on Wednesday. The draft agenda will then be discussed at a plenary session. The agenda is usually adopted by the Assembly, but sometimes recommendations of the Committee on certain issues are not accepted. Serbia included in its reasoning that the declaration of independence has caused a series of controversies and divisions within the international community and that the opinion of the International Court of Justice, as the highest UN judicial organ, has much contributed to the reduction of tension.

Tadic expects positive decision of UN General Assembly (RTS)

Serbian President Boris Tadic expressed hope that the UN General Assembly will ask the International Court of Justice in The Hague to review whether Kosovo’s independence was proclaimed in accordance with international law, underlining that there is a chance that the Court issues a positive opinion for Serbia. I believe that Serbia has exceptional chances in this respect and that after that we will enter a new phase of resolving the Kosovo status that would respect international law, said Tadic following the session on the occasion of the International Day of Democracy. Tadic assessed that the positive opinion of the ICJ would increase the international credibility of the state, and that it would turn out that Serbia is a country that does not defend its integrity by force, but by democratic and legal principles. A positive decision would show that Serbia is a country that acts in a legal and democratic fashion when it comes to integrity. This would be a significant and qualitative progress compared to the policy of the 90s, emphasized Tadic. 

Cvetkovic: Most important to preserve territorial integrity (RTS)

Serbian PM Mirko Cvetkovic said that there are big challenges and tasks ahead of our state, the biggest one being the preservation of territorial integrity and sovereignty. At a Serbian Parliament session, he said that Serbia has chosen peace, negotiations and diplomacy in her battle for the preservation of Kosovo, which proves her democracy. We want the international law to be respected here as well and we shall fight for our rights in the UN, he said and added he expects the UN General Assembly and the International Court of Justice to give a legal assessment on the illegal proclamation of independence of Kosovo. He emphasized that the aim of the Serbian government is to move the issue of unilateral independence of Kosovo from the sphere of politics to the sphere of law, which would represent a significant achievement of the government. 

At the same session, Serbian Parliament Speaker Slavica Djukic-Dejanovic stated that Serbia expects the UN General Assembly to adopt a resolution requesting from the International Court of Justice an opinion on illegally and unilaterally proclaimed Kosovo independence. She expressed expectations that the Court will support a universal democratic principle of territorial integrity and sovereignty of states, and thus that of Serbia in its internationally recognized borders.

Jeremic: Serbia continues to fight for Kosovo (RTS)

Serbian Foreign Ministers Vuk Jeremic stated tonight that Serbia’s initiative in the UN for an advisory opinion from the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the legality of the declaration of independence by Kosovo will be an extremely difficult battle. Jeremic told RTS that official Belgrade did a lot to alleviate resistance of some influential world countries and that it managed to win over a lot of countries, hence we have reasons to be optimistic. If Serbia’s initiative is prevented, this would be the first case in the history of the UN that a request of a country seeking the ICJ’s advisory opinion is rejected, he said. Jeremic stressed that Serbia is in a difficult situation when it comes to the fight for Kosovo but the state will continue to fight for the province.

Bogdanovic urges unity over resolution (Tanjug)

Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic will meet with MP groups next week to discuss a new Kosovo resolution. “We will try to reach a united stance, a common solution for the resolution which will be accepted by the opposition and the ruling parties,” Bogdanovic said. He said that the SAA with the EU “gives hope and a chance to continue fighting for the preservation of Kosovo within Serbia’s borders,” adding that this is “guaranteed by Article 7 of the SAA, which was initialed on 7 November, 2007.” Speaking about the Kosovo security forces, Bogdanovic said that their formation represents a problem for all of the Western Balkans, adding that this army would be unacceptable to the Kosovo Serb community, who would not participate in it.
Russian-Serbian protest rally in front of EU headquarters in Brussels (RTS)

Tens of citizens of Russian and Serbian nationality rallied in front of the EU headquarters in Brussels in protest against the double standards of the EU on territorial integrity of states and NATO influences on EU decisions. The flags of Russia, Serbia, Belgium, Germany and South Ossetia waved at the gathering, which was organized by a Russian organization Young Russia. 

UNMIK: Oxygen bottles confiscated over documentation (RTS)

The spokesperson of UNMIK customs in southern Mitrovica Adriatic Staviljeci said that 10 oxygen bottles, intended for the Clinical and Hospital Centre in Gracanica, were confiscated on Saturday due to the lack of documentation and that they could be collected, while the personnel in the hospital state that no one from the customs has informed them of that. 
Haradinaj raises Presevo Valley issue (B92/Tanjug)

Leader of the opposition Alliance for the Future of Kosovo Ramush Haradinaj has asked for an office to deal with the position of ethnic Albanians in Presevo, Bujanovac and Medvedja. Albanian media in Pristina are reporting that Haradinaj met with a delegation of Albanians from the southern parts of central Serbia. This delegation was led by Serbian Parliament member Riza Halimi. 
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