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· Customs officers leave today for the north (dailies)

· Serbs block the main road over Iber and the whole north (Koha Ditore)

· Radenko Nedeljkovic coordinates politics and armed people (Koha Ditore)

· Bozidar Delic, commander of criminal groups in the north (Koha Ditore)

· UN Security Council, an extraordinary session (Koha Ditore) 

· Ban Ki-moon expresses concern for the situation in the north (Epoka e Re) 

· Quint supports functioning of border gates in the north (dailies)

· Rasmussen: KFOR reacts according to the mandate (dailies)

· Serbia in a “state of war” for the north (Koha Ditore)

· Konuzin: There are no Serbs here (dailies)
· 6 arrest warrants released for the killed policemen Enver Zymeri (Koha Ditore)

· Bosnia approves the acceptance of Kosovo stamps (Bota Sot)
Kosovo Media Highlights
Customs officer leave today for the north (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that today (Friday) a mission to establish rule of law and control over the border gates in the north is expected to begin. According to the plan custom and police officers will be placed at the crossings Jarinje and Brnjak, specifically one commander, one customs officials and one police officer for each two gates.  The government of Kosovo, EULEX and KFOR are involved in the mission and all claim to have planned it well. EULEX will be providing the personnel for the gates while KFOR will provide protection.  KFOR will also be responsible for unblocking roads, and transporting Kosovar officials. The Quint states, NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen and the EU support the establishment of rule of law in the north, but request maturity by Kosovo institutions when they do so. 

In response to Pristina’s actions Serb parallel structures have declared war. “EULEX will conduct customs and police duties in the points 1 and 31 (Jarinje and Brnjak), in accordance with the mission’s mandate.  This means that EULEX will help implement the agreement on customs stamps, achieved in Brussels on 2 September, in the framework of the dialogue facilitated from EU”, says a EULEX announcement about the action.
Serbs block the main road over Iber and the whole north (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Serb parallel and criminal structures supported by the Government of Belgrade, on Wednesday short before midnight, blocked the main road over the Iber River. Four trucks dropped gravel over the road and are stationed at the entrance of the bridge.  Serbs have also tried to block the road in Suhadoll, but Albanian citizens prevented them. 
The blockade at the entrance to the bridge over the Iber River, illegal structures have essentially sealed off the north and hold it in their hands. While setting up the blockade, security cameras placed on the bridge were broken. After the exercise Serbs shots were fired in the air. 

Four white large trucks, owned by Zvonko Veselinovic were used to dump the gravel and block the road. They do not have number plates and on the door read EURO-KOP.  KFOR and police forces are stationed at the bridge. 
Also, Serbs have blocked the two regional roads in the north of the country, that of the Adriatic and the Iber. While during the night close to the barricades, as in Zupc the same as in Rudare have been observed armed persons.

Radenko Nedeljkovic coordinates politics and armed people (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Radenko Nedeljkovic, the so-called Head of Mitrovica District, is responsible for coordinating between political actions and armed groups in the north. His appointment was decided at Serb crisis headquarters in the north of Kosovo, according to international sources. According to these sources, Serb leaders gathered and decided not to all the installation of Kosovo institutions in the north of the country and the presence of Albanian customs and police officers.  At the meeting is was also said that guns could be used to make sure this does not happen. 
Bozidar Delic, commander of criminal groups in the north (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that according to a source with an international mission in Kosovo, Serb criminal groups with support from Belgrade are preparing for war in the north of Kosovo. According to this sources, the crises committee consists of the so-called Head of Mitrovica District, Radenko Nedeljkovic, the head of MUP, Djordje Dragovic, the head of Mitrovica municipality, Krstimir Pantic, the head of Zvecan municipality, Dragisa Milovic, the head of Zubin Potok, Slavisa Ristic and the leader of  Leposavic, Branko Ninic.  Together they have taken the decision appoint Serb general Bozidar Delic, as commander of war operations. Delic is known as one of the closest associates of the former criminal Arkan. The source further added that 1000 members of police and Serb army, mainly from the reserve have entered Kosovo in the last 48 hours. 
UN Security Council, an extraordinary session (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that at the request of Serbia, the UN Security Council held an extraordinary meeting, where the developments in the north of Kosovo were discussed.  Serbia and the Russian Federation managed to convince SC member states that support Kosovo’s independence to meet only after it was said that the meeting would be held behind closed doors and no public announcements would be made. 

Representatives of the countries that support Kosovo’s independence announced that any initiative that would harm the Belgrade-Pristina agreement on functionalizing the border gates in the north would be blocked. 

The session began openly with the introduction of the issues to be discussed and the reasons that made them decide to hold this session. 

This daily reports that Kosovo Minister of Foreign Affairs, Enver Hoxhaj who was in Egypt at the time the session was held, traveled urgently to New York. Serbia’s homologue, Vuk Jeremic was also in New York, reports this daily. 

Ban Ki-moon expresses concern for the situation in the north (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that the United Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon, expressed on Thursday deep concern regarding the announcements to establish customs control in the north of Kosovo and its impact on peace and stability. “I am extremely concerned regarding the latest announcements for establishment of the customs control in the north of Kosovo and the impact of this act on the peace and stability in the field,” said the Secretary General during a press conference at UN Headquarters. He added that the UN Security Council will deal with this issue on Thursday at midnight. “I call on all parties to restrain from actions that could cause an escalation of tensions in the region,” he said. 

Quint supports functioning of border gates in the north (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that the Ambassadors of the Quint countries support the deployment of Kosovo customs officers to the north and the government’s plan to establish law and order and open the border gates. “Ambassadors repeated support of their governments for the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Kosovo, including the north, adding that we have to work together to speed up efforts to re-establish the rule of law. They expressed gratitude for the commitment of the Prime Minister to ensure that all citizens will benefit equally from the rule of law and they have welcomed the new customs regime as a positive step in this direction”, says the Quint press release.

Rasmussen: KFOR acts according to its mandate (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that NATO General Secretary, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, has made it clear that NATO peacekeeping troops will act within their mandate. KFOR is enshrined with keeping stability in Kosovo. 
The Head of NATO made a quick visit to Kosovo on Thursday, one day before of the start of the implementation of the plan of Kosovo Government, which together with EULEX will functionalize border gates in the north. After his meeting with Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, Rasmussen said that NATO will not allow the endangering of 12 years of KFOR peacekeeping efforts.


Serbia in a “state of war” for the north (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports from Belgrade that the Serbian Orthodox Church called for individuals to pray and fast for Kosovo. The Church’s Holy Council wrote to President Tadic, requesting the government to do everything it can to protect the Serb nation in Kosovo and to prevent “the tragedy that is coming”. Even though there is little interest in the Serbian capital, the public is aware of the extraordinary tension in the north and on a high state alert.  Serbian President Boris Tadic for his part has said that the stability of the north is in danger, while the deputies have argued among themselves on their stances.

Konuzin: There are no Serbs here (dailies) 

Dailies report that the Russian Ambassador in Belgrade, Alexander Konuzin, harshly criticized the Serbian leadership for not defending “its territory.” “Is there a Serb in this hall that defends Kosovo,” reiterated Konuzin several times during a summit for security held on Thursday in Belgrade, and where Serbia’s President Boris Tadic was present. The Russian Ambassador accused NATO and KFOR of “violating Resolution 1244, because they want to bring Kosovo customs and police officers to the border with Serbia.” According to him, only Russian and Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic are currently defending Serbian interests.  He added that the UN Security Council meeting is a proof of this. Konuzin added that there are people in Serbia that are ready to sell state assets to anyone else but Russia. 
According to him, UNMIK is cooperating closely with all parties in order to find a way that would assure stability, security and peace in all of Kosovo. 

6 arrest warrants released in relation to the death of Kosovo policeman Enver Zymeri (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Prosecution of Mitrovica County, with the office in Vushtrri, released on Thursday six arrest warrants for persons suspected to have participated in the riots which resulted in the death of a policeman and the burning of a border point in the north of Kosovo. “We are in the investigation phase and therefore we cannot give specific names of the six suspects, sought under arrest warrants, because for sure this is not the end, the list will get longer, even though the media is throwing around names (of the suspected persons), which it has done in the past and sometimes been right”, said the Head Prosecutor of the Mitrovica District Prosecution, Shyqeri Syla.

Bosnia approves the acceptance of Kosovo stamps (Bota Sot)

Bota Sot reports that the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina approved Kosovo customs stamps. The decision is now with the Presidency for review and final approval.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Customs officers head north today

· Quint supports functioning of border crossing points

· Rasmussen: KFOR acts in accordance with its mandate

· Serbia in a “state of war” for the north

· Kurti: Thaçi with a guerilla tactics for the north

· Recognition of stamps not enough for free exchange of goods

· Six arrest warrants issued for slain police officer Zymeri

Other headlines

· Serbs block main bridge over Iber and the whole north (2)

· UN Security Council to hold extraordinary session (3)

· Kadolli: I was part of SHIK (8)

Zëri

Front page

· The state in a test

· KFOR shuts down Jarinje

· Thaçi: The north is full of challenges, but we won’t back down

· War of “gladiators” in diplomacy

Other headlines

· Quint supports government on the north (2)

· Bosnia recognizes Kosovo stamps (2)

· Kosovo far from visa liberalization (2)

· Law should be implemented throughout the country (5)

· AAK: Careful during the implementation of the plan (8)

· Parties should refrain (8)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· NATO and Quint support Kosovo’s sovereignty

· Editorial: Last chance for EULEX

· Serbs mobilize to defend unlawfulness

· Bosnia recognizes Kosovo customs stamps

· Additional documents do not contain elements of statehood

Other headlines

· Sparkes: Belgrade knows (2)

· Thaçi briefs his ministers (3)

· Thaçi: We will not back down (4)

· AAK supports action of Kosovo Government (4)

· Kukan calls for restraint in the north (4)

· Hungary promises lobbying for Kosovo (4)

· Russian ambassador, scandal over Kosovo (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Forward!

· Thaçi: We will turn into anarchy into order

· Quint countries support Kosovo’s integrity and sovereignty

· Serbs block bridge over Iber

· EULEX: Kosovo customs officers to be present at customs points

Other headlines

· Ban Ki-moon expresses concern over situation in northern Kosovo (2)

· Tadic says Kosovo’s action in the north is dangerous (3)

· Implementation of the plan in the north begins today (4)

Express

Front page

· They go together

· Welcomed with stones

· Resort to cooperation

· Determined for Zymeri

· €156 million will never be returned
· Far from liberalization

Other headlines

· NATO does not allow violence (4,5)

· Tadic: Unilateral actions endanger peace (5)

· Quint supports the government (5)

Bota Sot

Front page

· We will react if security in Kosovo is at risk

· Prime Minister: We are restoring peace and order in the north

· All roads lead north today

· Serb extremists block Iber bridge

· Kosovo Customs are ready to implement the agreement

· Quint countries support Kosovo’s territorial integrity and sovereignty

Other headlines

· Editorial: Kosovo is threatened, criminals should be apprehended! (2)

· Russian Ambassador left the meeting because of Kosovo (3)

· Kukan: Parties must refrain (4)

· Bosnia recognizes Kosovo stamps (4)
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