[image: image1.jpg]Division of Public Information

MEDIA MONITORING
Headlines

www.unmikonline.org
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· Skenderaj, Drenas and Decan expected to go for repeated voting (Koha Ditore)

· LDK wants a revote in all Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Thaçi is ready for coalition with everyone, except Vetëvendosje (Koha Ditore)

· Shala and Dell meet face-to-face (Zëri)

· Feith calls for correction of mistakes in elections (Koha Ditore)

· Vetëvendosje will not stop the protests (Koha Ditore)

· Slanderous report (dailies)

· Tadic: Until allegations are proved, I will talk to Thaçi (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Skenderaj, Drenas and Decan expected to go for repeated voting (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the citizens of the three municipalities will be headed to the ballot boxes one more time on 9 January. This is because their votes are expected today to be declared invalid, because of many manipulations which have been noticed during the election process in these three municipalities. Sources of the newspaper inside CEC have confirmed that the decision about this is expected to be made public today (Thursday) after a review of copies of the final voting lists, the voting books and copies of forms of consistency results for 22 polling stations in these three municipalities by the Panel for Complaints and Appeals. CEC informed that the organization of elections in these three municipalities will occur in the beginning of January and this process needs to be closed by March of the same year.

LDK wants a revote in all Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that LDK led by Isa Mustafa wants a revote in all municipalities of Kosovo as it considers partial voting could prejudge the final results. Arben Gashi from LDK told the paper that if the selective approach is applied “the will of the citizens would be damaged and the result of elections prejudged.” 

However, head of CEC Valdete Daka said the applicable law permits a revote in municipalities where irregularities are confirmed. “I would not wish to comment on such statements but I can tell you that if a revote should be organized in one or more municipalities it does not mean that voting will take place in all of Kosovo,” said Daka for the paper.

In a different article, the paper quotes LDK leader Isa Mustafa as saying that if elections are not repeated in all of Kosovo than the revote should take place in at least seven municipalities and not three as is being reported. 

Thaçi is ready for coalition with everyone, except Vetëvendosje (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the outgoing Prime Minister, Hashim Thaçi, said that he is open to make a coalition with every political party, except Vetëvendosje. “I will choose the best partners which are suitable to my concept and the vision for a Euro-Atlantic concept. I am for a region without borders in the united Europe”, said Thaçi in an Interview for Reuters news agency. 
While PDK came first in the first elections since independence, other parties and independent monitors have complained about irregularities in two of Thaçi’s strongholds, where participation was more than 90 percent, much more than the 48 percent of the countries average. “This was planned politically to draw attention from the deep victory in 20 municipalities”, said Thaçi.

Shala and Dell meet face-to-face (Zëri)

The paper reports that AAK principal deputy leader Blerim Shala had a private meeting with US Ambassador Christopher Dell in one of Pristina’s cafeterias. The meeting, says the paper, lasted for more than an hour but when contacted, Shala did not wish to comment on the meeting.  

Zëri says there are reports that the new possible coalition could include AAK and AKR. If AAK and PDK reach coalition agreement, PDK would offer the AAK the president’s post which would go to Shala as well as the post of one of the deputy prime ministers and five ministerial posts. 

Feith calls for correction of mistakes in elections (Koha Ditore)

The Head of ICO Pieter Feith has expressed concern over allegations of fraud during Kosovo elections on 12 December. “I congratulate the people of Kosovo for the regular and peaceful manner in which elections were held. However, serious doubts over fraud are concerning,” said Feith. He said it is up to the relevant Kosovo institutions to correct the mistakes confirmed during the elections process. “They should provide necessary clarification and if need be, recommend corrections,” said Feith. 

Vetëvendosje will not stop the protests (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Vetëvendosje movement will not stop the protests. Entered or not in the parliament, Vetëvendosje activists will be in the street to protest. But now, however, it has one more protesting method, the institutional one. This was announced by its leader, Albin Kurti, two days after the elections, where this movement was ranked as the third strongest political force in the country. The protest can appear in the coming days if the Election Panel for Complaints and Appeals does not consider the complaints of this movement for the election process. “Protests, actions and demonstration will always be part of the Vetëvendosje movement, because with citizens reactions, national organization and readiness for action, we consider that the substantial social changes are possible”, says activist Visar Ymeri. 

Slanderous report (dailies)

Infopress on the front page writes that the allegations in the report published by Council of Europe’s rapporteur Dick Marty that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi had led an organized crime network that was involved in organ trade are unfounded, slanderous and racist. Acting president Jakup Krasniqi expressed in a statement deep indignation over the report which he said is absurd and full of defamations unconfirmed by international justice. 

Express carries reactions of different political figures on the report and writes that the report itself contains more description of the situation than facts.  Epoka e Re quotes spokesperson for the EU High Representative for Security and Foreign Policy Catherine Ashton, Maja Kocijancic, as saying that the report contains serious allegations which should be supported by evidence.

Tadic: Until allegations are proved, I will talk to Thaçi (Koha Ditore)

Serbian President Boris Tadic said he is willing to meet Prime Minister of Kosovo Hashim Thaçi despite recent allegations against him for heading an organ trafficking ring. “We have to talk to whoever Kosovo Albanians choose as their legitimate representative,” said Tadic. If allegations against Thaçi are proved to be correct, Tadic said the international community should take a stance on the issue.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Revote is expected in Skenderaj, Drenas and Decan 

· Feith calls for correction of election mistakes

· Thaçi, for coalition with all, except Vetëvendosja

· AKR: We do not govern with people under investigation

· Medicus and Yellow House, two different cases

· Albanians begin visa-free movement in Europe

· Two former ministers accused of misusing 1.1 million

Other headlines

· LDK calls for revote all over Kosovo (3)

· Mustafa: We will consider accepting results if there is revote only in three municipalities (3)

· Tadic: Until accusations are confirmed, I will talk to Thaçi (4)

· Vetëvendosje will not stop protests (5)

· KLA War Veterans condemn arrest of two veterans by EULEX (5)

· Kelmendi: New elections soon? (10)

Zëri
Front page

· MPs with limited immunity

· Shala and Dell: Eye to eye meeting

· Prime Minister only from the PDK

· Marty triggers reactions across the Balkans

· Heading toward political crisis

Other headlines

· Agreement with Hungary (2)

· Accusations damage U.S. and EU (2)

· Lajcak appointed executive director for the Balkans (4)

· Dialogue is a priority for the U.S. (4)

· Thaçi does not want Vetëvendosje (4)

Kosova Sot

· Investigation into votes in Skenderaj, Drenas and Decan

· Editorial: Failed democracy

· Marty's report disturbs politics

· Mustafa: Brussels wants a puppet government

· Kosovo dependant on import

Other headlines

· Thaçi does not want coalition with Vetëvendosje (2)

· Lajcak appointed director for Western Balkans (2)

· AI: Allegations of organs trafficking to be investigated (4)

· AKR supports Kryeziu in run-off elections (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Tahiri: PDK-AAK-AKR and minorities is the best formula for a coalition

· Thaçi: No coalition with Vetëvendosje!

· Dick Marty, a servant of Serbia

· The decision on complains today

Other headlines

· Çitaku leaves Jeremic out of the meeting (2)

· Toner: Dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia remains a priority (2)

· Lajcak appointed EU executive director for the Balkans (2)

· Avni Spahiu meets Secretary Clinton (2)

· AKR's game (3)

· Krasniqi: Fabricated report (6)
Express

Front page

· Chiefs decide

· Do not hurry

· Dick’s history

· Freely and without transparency

Other headlines

· Shkullaku: Danger that comes from touching votes (2)

· Jeremic absent because of Çitaku (4)

· Serbs divide (5)

· Rahovec example (5) 

· Topi: Take Kosovo as an example (6)

· There is no deadline on dialogue (6)

· Jeremic: I will not be dismissed (12)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Rejection of elections belongs to a typical communist mentality

· Who won and who lost in 2010

· Democratic elections with some technical “thefts” 

· Runoff

Other headlines

· AKR: There are no  red lines for elections, there are conditions (2)

· Krasniqi congratulated Bamir Topi (2)

· Pacolli congratulates Albania and Bosnia (2)

· Thaçi congratulates Berisha (3)

· Thaçi does not want Vetëvendosje in coalition (6)

· LDK in coalition with AKR in Rahovec (6)

· EU spokesperson: Marty should come up with evidence (6)

· Çeku accuses Belgrade regarding the accusations against Thaçi (7)

· Attempt to equalize the victim with executioner (9)

Infopress
Front page

· The report of slander and gossip

· Marti should come up with facts

· Coalition with everyone but Vetëvendosje 

· Business park starts work 

· ECAP in action 

Other headlines

· Let us have trust on the institutions (2)

· Topalli: Marty needs health and legal expertise (2)

· Krasniqi and Thaçi congratulate Albania (4)

· KLA veterans to be released (4)

· Duriqi: Welcome Albania’s syndrome (6)
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