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· Thaçi: Assembly was delayed with motion (Koha Ditore)

· Petrovic: New strategy for Mitrovica follows framework of Ahtisaari package (Koha Ditore)

· Chancellor Merkel visits Kosovo Monday (Koha Ditore, Epoka e Re)

· EULEX moves into Serbia and north (Koha Ditore)

· There is no humanitarian crisis in Kosovo (Kosova Sot)

· The court releases former Governor Rexhepi (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Thaçi: Assembly was delayed with motion (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi pretends that he has enough strength to stop the entry of the Russian convoy with “humanitarian aid”, which for two days now has remained blocked at the border with Serbia, because of the Russians refusal to comply with EULEX rules. According to Thaçi, the convoy will only be allowed to move when the Russians understand that in Kosovo they have to conform to the rules of this state.  “I am listening carefully to the opinions and the statements coming from the Assembly of Republic of Kosovo, but, of course the authorities are divided. The Government has its own engagement based on the Constitution and laws, while the Assembly has its own legislation and opinion”, said Thaçi. “The Assembly, in fact has been delayed, because the Kosovo Government since the 25 July has finished with its own constitutional and legal responsibilities in establishing equal relations with Serbia, and you see now the Russian convoy which for two days has been at border point 1 because it is not complying with customs procedures in the territory of Republic of Kosovo”
Petrovic: New strategy for Mitrovica follows framework of Ahtisaari package (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Local Governance, Slobodan Petrovic, announced on Thursday that in the beginning of next year his ministry will send the Kosovo Government the draft strategy for the creation of the new municipality in north Mitrovica, which according to him, is in the final stage.  

Chancellor Merkel visits Kosovo Monday (Koha Ditore, Epoka e Re)

Koha Ditore reports that German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, will arrive in Kosovo on Monday, according to their sources.  It was not able to confirm the information  with officials of the German Embassy in Pristina. However, different sources in Pristina and Berlin confirmed that the Chancellor will make a few hours visit in Kosovo with the primary aim of meeting the German troops in Kosovo on the eve of Christmas. While the full agenda has not been revealed, sources said that during her stay in Kosovo, Chancellor Merkel will meet with Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi.

EULEX moves in to Serbia and the north (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that five armored vehicles with EULEX policemen entered Serbia Thursday evening through the border point in Merdare. On Friday morning they are expected to join the Russian convoy with humanitarian aid to enter Kosovo through the border point in Jarinje, because the Serbs in the north did not allow them to drive on the roads controlled by them in the north. The newspaper did not manage to confirm if the convoy will be subject to customs control of Kosovo

There is no humanitarian crisis in Kosovo (Kosova Sot)

Kosova Sot reports that American Secretary of State Hillary Clinton rejected Russian claims that there is a humanitarian crises in the north of Kosovo. After meeting with President of Kosovo Atifete Jahjaga she said: “We have contacted the UN and others. They are not reporting a humanitarian crisis or needs. We encourage Kosovo citizens, especially those in the north, to work together according to Kosovo constitution they are guaranteed equal rights and full citizenship.”

The court releases former Governor Rexhepi (dailies)

All dailies report the release of former Kosovo Governor Hashim Rexhepi after the five charges against him were dismissed. The Italian judge made the announcement Thursday from the European Mission for rule of law in Kosovo. This mission through a press communiqué said that on 12 December, one judge of EULEX in the District Court in Pristina made the decision to dismiss all indictment against former Governor of Central Bank of Kosovo
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore
Front page

· Chancellor Merkelvisits Kosovo on Monday
· EULEX moves to Serbia to enter in the north

· Hashim Rexhepi saved from indictment

· Thaçi: Assembly delayed with motion 

· For the sake of visa liberalization the state accepts stricter repatriation 

Other headlines

· Clinton and Jahjaga committed to preserving cultural heritage (3)

· Media draft guidelines for their work (6)

· Nine persons arrested for drug trafficking (7)

· Government blocks increased employment in the public sector (8)

Zëri
Front page

· PDK and LDK take over Secretariat of Central Election Commission SCEC

· Clinton guarantees sovereignty of Kosovo

· Governor Rexhepi innocent

· Vetëvendosje activists threatened

Other headlines

· Support in integration processes (2)

· They discuss about the condition in health (4)

· Mustafa in favour of his partner, damages municipality (7)
· Assembly aims for transparency (8)

· Trajkovic feels discriminated (8)
· Nine arrested for drug trafficking (12)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Court releases former Governor Rexhepi

· There is no humanitarian crisis in Kosovo

· EULEX cuts 70 local workers 
· Opposition announces votes in favour of the budget

· Nine persons arrested for trafficking of narcotics

Other headlines

· Austria continues support for Kosovo (2)

· Assembly opens up (2)

· Serbs against EULEX (3)

· Tadic accepts Serb extremism in the north (3)
· Vetëvendosje: The last mandate of bad governance of Mustafa (4)

· Government seeks negotiators in the north (4)
· Population census result will be published in September 2012 (5)
Epoka e Re
Front page

· Herzlich Willkomen frau Merkel

· With pleasure and not with blackmail 

· In September we will know how much we are also in the north

· Jahjaga ready to meet also Tadic

· Russians escorted from EULEX

· Vetëvendosje is afraid

· Former Governor Rexhepi innocent

Other headlines

· Austria supports Kosovo in integration processes (2)

· The Presidency of the Assembly more open to the media (6)

· Kosovo police arrested nine drug dealers (7)

Express
Front page

· Hashim free

· Stories of Thaçi

· Veteran clashes

· The criticism does not stop

· Support for Kosovo

Other headlines

· Multi ethnic group arrested (8)

· Journalists attacked (9)

· Race for legitimacy (11)
Bota Sot
Front page

· Friendship of Kosovo with America stamped and signed 
· German Chancellor in Kosovo on Monday
· Former Governor declared innocent

· Main Serb criminals financed by Kosovo public funds

Other headlines

· The Government does not know with whom to talk to in the north (2)

· Clinton: No reports of a humanitarian crisis in Kosovo (2)

· Comprehensive support of Austria for the integration of Kosovo (3)
· President Jahjaga talks in SAIS on the achievements and the aims of Kosovo (4)

· Jahjaga: The American ideals and values are inspiration for us (4)
· Veselinovic brothers were on the pay list of PTK (7)

· The new regulation strengthen the role of the Assembly and deputies (7)

· Population census “a criteria” for Kosovo for the EU (9)
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