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· Bildt says that Kosovo still doesn’t have status (Koha Ditore)

· Court House in the North still in the hands of Serbs (Koha Ditore)

· Samardjic in Kosovo without state permit (Koha Ditore)
· They wait for Samardjic (Express)
· Policy of adoption (Express)

· Kuçi: Visit of Belgrade officials in Kosovo are dangerous policy (Zëri)

· Haziri: UNMIK ended its mission in Kosovo (Bota Sot)

· UNMIK, no more than 100 people (Kosova Sot)

· Macedonia without a position on recognizing Kosovo’s independence(dailies)
Kosovo Media Highlights
Bildt says that Kosovo still doesn’t have status (Koha Ditore)
Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt has raised on Saturday a dilemma, if he spoke on behalf of the Swedish government. Even though Sweden has officially recognized the Republic of Kosovo; on March 4 new agencies have quoted Bildt to have said during the Transatlantic Forum in Brussels that Kosovo still doesn’t have a status. 

Epoka e Re quotes Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt as saying that UNMIK should remain in Kosovo, since there is still no status although the implementation of the Martti Ahtisaari Plan is ongoing. 
“The status should be settled through an agreement or a resolution of the United Nations Security Council and the problem is that this has not happened,” Bildt said.  
Court House in the North still in the hands of Serbs (Koha Ditore)

Serb protesters have spent their third day in the District Court in Mitrovica and haven’t given any signals that they will leave the Court House, until an UNMIK official from the Department of Justice talks to them. Meanwhile such a meeting could not be confirmed on Sunday, neither has such a meeting been announced in the coming days, reports Koha Ditore. 

The Serbian protesters which claimed to be former Court house employees said that they are waiting for instructions from the Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samradjic and said also that they will not accept to talk to the international police representatives adding that it is about time that someone from UNMIK Department of Justice talks to them.
Zëri reports with the headline “Taking over of Court house by the Serbs is not UNMIK’s first failure in the North of Kosovo,” on the reaction of LDK’s party branch in Mitrovica, which assessed that the extremist acts by the Serbs are the results of UNMIK’s administration failure to practice its competences in Mitrovica North. 
Samardjic in Kosovo without state permit (Koha Ditore)
For the third time after the declaration of independence, unhindered from the state of Kosovo and with UNMIK’s permit, Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardjic visited Kosovo, which justifies the violence Kosovo Serbs use in the North of Mitrovica. 
Samardjic arrived in Kosovo on Saturday evening and stayed in Gracanica where he met with UNMIK Deputy Chief Larry Rossin. 

“The meeting will be held in the cultural centre in Gracanica,” UNMIK’s Spokesperson Alexander Ivanko is quoted as saying, but didn’t want to comment whether UNMIK will continue to allow Serb leaders to visit Kosovo also in the future. 

“I can not say anything until the meeting has finished, than we will see…,” Ivanko said. 

Deputy Prime Minister of Kosovo, Harjedin Kuçi said that also this time the Kosovo Government has not been informed about Samardjic visit. 

“It is UNMIK’s competence to decide to hinder him, but I think that such acts have to be coordinated and we should have intergovernmental cooperation,” Kuçi is quoted as saying. 

They wait for Samardjic (Express)

Express reports that the Serbs who for four days usurped the courts in northern Mitrovica, are waiting for Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardjic to negotiate with UNMIK chief Joachim Rücker. 

In the meantime, Kosovar political analysts claim that entering into negotiations on this matter would be a major mistake. “They [Serbs] are trying to turn Serbia into a governing factor in Kosovo. They simply want to legitimize what they already have established in the northern part,” said political analyst Lulzim Peci. 

Peci also said that the failure of UNMIK Police to intervene against the forceful entering of Serbs in Mitrovica courts was scandalous. According to Peci, this is UNMIK’s biggest mistake since its deployment in Kosovo in 1999. 

Policy of adoption (Express)
Resolution 1244 remains in power, somehow surprisingly, but we will adopt with the new circumstances which are changing visibly, the paper Express quotes UNMIK SRSG Joachim Rücker as saying in an interview for the paper, adding that there are legal basis for it. 

Regarding the mixture of competencies with UNMIK, ICO, EULEX, and Hashim Thaçi approving the laws, Rücker said that things could be put in place and then categorized.

Rücker also added that he feels sorry that he has to repeat that Resolution 1244 still remains in power as well as constitutional framework.  

Kuçi: Visit of Belgrade officials in Kosovo are dangerous policy (Zëri)

Deputy Prime Minister of republic of Kosovo Hajredin Kuçi considered the visit of so-called Serb Minister for Kosovo, Slobodan Samardzic, as a tendency of the influence of Government of Serbia within the Republic of Kosovo, the paper reads.

“I think that if the visit is of free nature, it would be better to cooperate through the new reality, with the government of Kosovo. I also believe that the main responsibility for such visit and for allowing or not such visit is within UNMIK, Kuçi said. 

Haziri: UNMIK ended its mission in Kosovo (Bota Sot)

The paper carries an interview of former deputy Prime Minister of Kosovo Lutfi Haziri given for Radio Free Europe, where he said that UNMIK Mission in Kosovo has ended and the transitional phase should be clarified. However, if the practice of   ‘four governments’ continues in Kosovo, there might be uncertainties. 

UNMIK, no more than 100 people (Kosova Sot)

Sources close to UNMIK chief Joachim Rücker said for the paper that now many things are being decided regarding the reconfiguration. One of the decisions taken is that the mission will not have more than 100 staff members, the paper quoted an international officer who wants to remain anonymous. 
Macedonia without a position on recognizing Kosovo’s independence (dailies)
Express reports that Macedonian President Branko Crvenkovski said that the recognition of Kosovo’s independence by his country depends on many factors. “We are following the situation closely. However, we have not defined our position on this matter despite the fact that it is clear to us that the moment of decision will come sooner or later. Bearing in mind our state and national interests, we will make this decision in the most appropriate moment for us,” Crvenkovski told Radio Free Europe. 

Crvenkovski said Macedonia would continue to follow the policy of good neighbourly relations with both Pristina and Belgrade. “We have said on several occasions that the partition of Kosovo would be a bad signal and that everything needs to be done in order to prevent such a course of developments,” he added.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Gërdec tragedy victims reaches nine

· The first month of the Republic of Kosovo

· Russia thinks it has won in the case of Kosovo

· Courts in the north of Kosovo still in the hands of Serbs

· Three seriously injured by the explosion of a gas cistern

· Samardzic, in the Republic of Kosovo without state’s permit

· Bildt says Kosovo still does not have status

· MTPT, KEK and PTK lead in procurement violations
Other headlines
· Minus of the week: Without recognition (2)

· Extra  minus of the week: Mission of failures (2)

· FVD: Kosovo Serbs are still being manipulated (2)

· Kosovo, problem with lack of understanding between communities (3)
· Trajkovic: Serbs should not turn out in Serbia’s local elections (4)

· Kostunica: Kosovo, distinction between me and Tadic (5)

· Beyond the tragedy of Gërdec (10)
Zëri

Front page   
· Number of Gërdec tragedy victims reaches nine, over 300 injured

· Editorial: The toll of militarization

· Taking UNMIK as a pawn in Mitrovica’s court house

· Editorial: There is no more status quo and neutrality against those that threat Kosovo’s security

· A month of statehood, 29 recognitions

· Five injured, three of them seriously by the blast in Barjam Kelmendi Street

· PDSH says it will break off all contacts with Macedonia’s Prime Minister
Other headlines

· Kostunica: We should have sued some countries that recognized Kosovo (2)
· Radicals are ready to take the power, says Nikolic (2)

· A month after becoming independent, Kosovo threatened by cessation (2)

· Kuçi: Visits of Belgrade’s officials in Kosovo are political and dangerous (3)

· Serb Minister Samardzic comes to Kosovo again (3)

· Over 600 blood donors for the injured in Gërdec (5)

· Why was the ultimatum for the release of the court house not realized? (5)

· Taking over of courts by Serbs is not UNMIK’s first failure in the north of the city (8)

· Dexter: We can risk no soldiers, neither protestors nor demonstrators (10)

· Serb KPS policeman attacked –his three compatriots handcuffed (14)
Kosova Sot

Front page   
· Explosion, the number of dead reaches nine

· Editorial: Albanian bomb

· New countries to recognize Kosovo soon

· The state of Kosovo starts its diplomacy with three embassies

· UNMIK, not more than 100 people
 

Other headlines

· Kosovo donated blood for Albania (7)
· Six people injured, one of them seriously (9)

· Serbs continue to remain in court house yard (11)
Epoka e Re

Front page   
· Gërdec is melting

· Self-restraint and the state of law

· Kosovo’s partition opens Pandora’s Box

· Law should prevail
Other headlines

· Mas: Europe is not divided on Kosovo (2)
· Bildt: UNMIK should still remain in Kosovo Self-restraint

· Abramovitch: A clear message should be sent to Serbia (2)

· Pan-European forces ahead of ultranationalist ones (2)

· So far, the majority of the states have not recognized Kosovo (3)

· Kalfin: Bulgaria has not yet decided when to recognize Kosovo (3)

· 28 countries have recognized Kosovo’s independence so far (3)

· Berisha: We support Kosovo’s treaty for good neighborhood with Serbia (3)

· UNMIK waits, 40 Serbs protest! (4)
Express

Front page

· We are adapting with the reality

· Serbs in Mitrovica wait for Samardzic

· Albanian blood

· Evidence on the tragedy

· Still at risk
Other headlines

· Getting used to Kosovo (3)

· No stance on recognition (3)
· Adaptation policy (4)

· Bulgarians do not know when they will recognize independence (4)

· Croatia should recognize the reality (5)
Lajm

Front page
· The horror that shook the nation

· Rücker, be careful!

· Unsatisfied with Thaçi

· Petrol stations away from dwelling places!
Other headlines

· Compromises without danger! (2)
· UNMIK has ended its mission in Kosovo (2)
· There is no north nor south for NATO, there is only Kosovo (3)
· Courts houses in the hands of 30 protestors (3)
· PDSH asks Albanians to boycott Grueski (4)

· The court of total failure (10)
Bota Sot

Front page
· Kosovo pays tribute to the victims of the tragedy in Albania

· President Sejdiu visits the injured from explosion in Pristina

· Law should apply for Serb rebels

· What is the wealth of Kosovo’s political and institutional leaders?

· Haziri: UNMIK has ended its mandate in Kosovo

· Nine dead, the number might be higher


Other headlines 
· Five injured from the explosion in Pristina (2)
· Citizens donated blood for the injured people of Gërdec (4)

· Kermabon walks freely in Peja (5)

· Kosovo brings stability in the Balkans (10)
InfoPress 

Front page
· Millions of euros for survival

· Search for survivors in Gërdec continues

·  UNMIK does not act

· A visit with background

· Candles for Gërdec

· The constitution of compromise
Other headlines 
· Rossin meets Samardzic (2)
· Serbia needs a clear message (4)
· An international police suspended (4)
· Partners did not support the suit (4)
· The court still in the hands of hooligans (5)
· EU is not split over Kosovo (5)
· Pro-European forces lead (6)

· Three injured [from explosion in Pristina] (10)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· Samardzic submits draft agreement to Rossin (RTS)

· Mauring: All expelled have the right to return (Tanjug)

· Kostunica: Stories of self-isolation are worst kind of propaganda (Politika)

· Maas: EU still extending hand to Serbia (Tanjug)

· Three years since the March violence in Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug/Beta)

· Abramowitz: Decision is on the Serbian people (Beta)

Samardzic submits draft agreement to Rossin (RTS)

Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic has conveyed to Deputy UNMIK Head Larry Rossin that Serbia intends to make an agreement with UNMIK on the implementation of UNSCR 1244 “in the newly created circumstances,” after the unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo. Radio Gracanica reports that Samardzic and Rossin have talked in Gracanica about the current situation in the province and possibilities for certain problems to be resolved through consent. “We talked about the current issues after the proclamation of independence. I turned his attention to the fact that all the activities undertaken by the Serbs after that, which sometimes have the elements of reinforced activities or perhaps some minimal violence, are actually produced from the illegal proclamation of independence of Kosovo,” said Samardzic. According to him, if somebody wishes to return the matter to the previous state, then they need to first cancel the decision on proclamation of independence. “We have talked constructively, so that I have given one proposal of the Serb side that I had hinted to Mr. Joachim Ruecker, and Foreign Minister Jeremic had also hinted this to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, that Serbia intends to make an agreement with UNMIK on the implementation of UNSCR 1244 in the newly created circumstances and we have given a proposal of one such agreement,” said Samardzic. He said that he had “explained to Mr. Rossin that it is good to resolve principally that problem, not to go ad hoc from one situation to another, from one incident to another.” “Serbia and UNMIK and Serbs in Kosovo would bind by that agreement,” said Samardzic.

Deputy UNMIK Head Larry Rossin has requested Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic to undertake immediately steps towards ending direct provocation of the UNMIK authorities that “violate Serbia’s promises given to the UN SC.” “UNMIK welcomes the statement of Serbian Foreign Minister Jeremic in the SC that UNMIK is the only administrative authority in Kosovo and that UNSCR 1244 is the only legal framework,” said Rossin during talks with Samardzic in Gracanica, pointing that “now this places on Belgrade responsibility to avoid or prevent any action that denies that UNMIK authority.” Rossin labeled as the violation of UNMIK’s exclusive mandate the taking over of the court in northern Mitrovica as well as the “seizing of the property of UNMIK’s railway,” as the UNMIK statement reads, and the fact that the Serbian Railways are still organizing railway traffic in Kosovo. 


Mauring: All expelled have the right to return (Tanjug)

Head of the UN Development Office in Kosovo Frode Mauring has stated that all expelled persons have the right to return, adding that nothing has drastically changed on the ground with the unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence. Mauring, who is directly responsible to the UN Secretary-General, says that the same criteria are still standing for the return of expelled people to Kosovo, as previously set by UNMIK, UNHCR and the provincial government. While pointing that the Development Office would like as many people as possible to return to Kosovo, Mauring has stated that financial assets for the return are lacking, and he announced a strategy of getting the Association of Expellees involved with the return. During his mandate in the Office of Development, since 2004, more than six thousand people have returned to the province. 

Kostunica: Stories of self-isolation are worst kind of propaganda (Politika)

Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica has assessed that the stories of our country going into self-isolation are the worst kind of propaganda. In his interview to Politika, the Prime Minister has pointed out that the very thought of some country going into self-isolation is inexplicable. Instead of the propaganda, we need to have a serious dialogue with the EU, stated Kostunica. The political cooperation with the countries that have recognized independence of Kosovo must be reduced, not because of looking for revenge, but simply because we wish to discourage other countries from following their example. On the other side, Serbia has the interest to have the economic cooperation with those countries, said Kostunica. He also assessed that the measure of withdrawing the ambassadors does not diminish the possibility to develop such cooperation. Under the indirect recognition of Kosovo, Kostunica means primarily the signing of an agreement with the EU, without prior clear defining whether Brussels respects the internationally recognized Serbian borders. 

Maas: EU still extending hand to Serbia (Tanjug)

The German Ambassador in Belgrade Wolfram Maas has stated that the EU is still extending its hand to Serbia, and expressed regret that some parties are in fact blocking its road to Europe through their stipulations. The population in Serbia recognizes that and is continuing to support Serbia’s path to the EU. In his interview to the Novi Sad Dnevnik daily, Maas added that he believes that the Kosovo issue has not divided the EU, as the majority of its members have recognized its independence. According to him, Brussels has not questioned the further standing of UNSCR 1244. 

Three years since the March violence in Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug/Beta)

On Monday it will be three years since the outbreak of biggest ethnically motivated conflict in Kosovo since the arrival of the international forces to the province, in which 19 civilians have lost their lives. The riots have started after the UNMIK police had found bodies of two Albanian boys in the Ibar River in northern Kosovo. In two days eleven Albanians and eight Serbs were killed, and more than 900 persons injured, including members of the Kosovo police. Some 800 houses and 35 medieval Orthodox churches and monasteries have been destroyed or damaged during the unrest, while thousands of Serbs have been expelled from their homes.

The Raska-Prizren Eparchy has called the people to attend in as large as possible numbers the mass that will be held in the Gracanica Monastery, on the occasion of the fourth anniversary of the March pogrom of Serbs in Kosovo. The Raska-Prizren Bishop Artemije will serve the general mass for the dead over the past years. Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic is supposed to attend the mass.

The Vice-President of the SNC for central Kosovo Rada Trajkovic has voiced concern over the fact that not even after four years of the March violence, the main organizers of the genocide against Serbs have been identified. She added that the repetition of the violence depends on the international factor and on how strong it controls the Albanian leaders that keep under control the criminal groups that could cause problems.

DS official in Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic has stated that he doesn’t expect that the Kosovo institutions will work on the reparation of the damages imposed on Serbs and Serbian sanctities on 17 March 2004, but he believes that things will change for the better after the elections in Serbia. Unfortunately, the consequences are felt even today, four years later. The expelled have not returned to their homes, while churches and monasteries, burned in 2004, have not been renewed despite the firm guarantees that everything would be repaired, said Bogdanovic.

Abramowitz: Decision is on the Serbian people (Beta)

Prior to the parliamentary elections in Serbia, the West needs to send a warning to the Serbian people about the grave consequences of a wrong choice, but also the message that Serbia belongs to Europe, stated former US diplomat Morton Abramowitz for the Newsweek. Under the headline “Moment of Truth”, the former president of the Carnegie Foundation and member of the Century Foundation has assessed that after the declaration of Kosovo’s independence Serbia has opposed the US and the EU. While reminding that the Serbian citizens will have to decide whether to follow the nationalist leaders or to stay with pro-western parties, he stated that the government of Prime Minister Kostunica had exerted exquisite efforts to prevent other countries from recognizing independence of Kosovo or to withdraw that recognition. 

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.

