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· Fitou: Solutions for the north derive from Ahtisaari’s Package (Koha) 

· Kuçi: Pristina coordinates with Brussels and Washington on the north 

· EU insists that Belgrade should recognize Kosovo stamp (Koha) 

· UNMIK recognizes Kosovo Customs stamps (Kosova Sot)

· Talks between Kosovo and Serbia to resume on September 2nd (Koha)

· ROSU never stepped in Jarinje (Koha) 

· No other actions in the north (Zëri)

· Dacic threatens Albanians: Do not provoke Serbia (Koha) 
· Helsinki Committee in Serbia: The north – a key challenge in talks (Zëri)

· Two new recognitions: Guinea-Conarky and Nigeria (dailies) 

· Westerwelle informed Jeremic on the discussions in the region (Epoka) 

· U.S. diplomat Philip Reeker visits Kosovo today (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Fitou: Solutions for the north derive from Ahtisaari’s Package (Koha) 
In an interview for Koha Ditore, the French Ambassador in Kosovo Jeans-Francois Fitou, appeal at all parties that prior to proposing different plans for the north of Kosovo, read Ahtisaari’s Package. According to him, this plan is the most advanced and guarantees all possible rights for communities. The Ambassador said that there should not be assessments of the actions of Kosovo Government, on 25 July. According to him, the actions should be understood as actions of a sovereign state and move forward. Fitou added that developments created possibility for a new dynamics of the dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade.  

Kuçi: Pristina coordinates with Brussels and Washington on the north 

All dailies report that Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi told reporters in Pristina on Tuesday that Belgrade can no longer make decisions for Kosovo and that Pristina is well coordinated with Brussels and Washington on the issue of the north.

Kuçi called irresponsible and inciting recent statements made by Serbian officials that the idea of having two customs stamps will be discussed on September 2nd in Brussels. He even suggested to Kosovar media not to focus so much on what Belgrade says, and to pay more attention to Pristina and Brussels. 

“Pristina is fully coordinated for its state sovereignty and integrity with Brussels and Washington and Belgrade can no longer speak or decide on Kosovo’s behalf,” Kuçi added.

Kuçi also said that the Government of Kosovo has very good relations with EULEX and that it is willing to further cooperate with this international mechanism. “The Government of Kosovo has never questioned cooperation with EULEX,” he added.
EU insists that Belgrade should recognize Kosovo stamp (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that Euro-Deputy Jelko Kacin said in an interview for Serbian daily Danas, that the issue of the customs stamp of Kosovo is one of the most important problems, on which the European Union insists for several years. Non-recognition of the stamp forces economic subjects that trade with Kosovo, and even the state, on organized crime and corruption. 

“I am convinced that for Serbian exporters development of trade and economy is very important, as well as to be able to export without any obstacles in Kosovo. No one should be interested on what is written on a stamp. Serbia has a major trade deficit, and the Government in Belgrade should work on the solution of this problem, and not to worsen the situation that leads to a situation of a trade war with Kosovo,” said Kacin. 

He added that the stamp was recognized by UNMIK, a UN body, and the current conflict is completely unnecessary and in contradiction with the interests of Serbian economy, and what is more important interests of the Serbs in Kosovo. 

UNMIK recognizes Kosovo Customs stamps (Kosova Sot)

Kosova Sot reports that the UN mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) said yesterday that it recognizes the stamps of Kosovo Customs. “The use of such stamps is in full compliance with the neutral policy and is confirmed in the UN Secretary General’s report to the Security Council,” UNMIK spokesman Olivier Salgado told the paper. He also said that Kosovo’s customs stamps should be recognized and that all should respect the CEFTA agreement. Salgado added that he hopes this issue will be resolved in the next round of negotiations.
Talks between Kosovo and Serbia to resume on September 2nd (Koha)

The paper’s correspondent from Belgrade reports that Serbia will present a recycled idea for Kosovo’s customs stamps in Belgrade. Namely, the Belgrade delegation will present two proposals on September 2nd in Brussels, one to write “Kosovo Customs” and two for customs stamps to include the name EULEX; however, the term Republic will not be mentioned. The paper notes that Belgrade’s problem is not to cross the red lines in Serbia. Meanwhile, Serbian Deputy Prime Ministers Bozidar Djelic and Ivica Dacic have conveyed messages of readiness. Political analysts in Belgrade say that Serbia is caught in a bad position and is willing to reach an agreement, “and if talks are blocked there will be deep political crisis”.

ROSU never stepped in Jarinje (Koha) 

Koha Ditore claims that members of the Kosovo Police elite unit, ROSU, told this daily that they never stepped in Jarinje. The left at evening hours of the 25 July to establish order at the border point in Jarinje, but they were blocked on their way there by local Serbs. They were stuck somewhere in Leposavic. Then, after staying for several hours in front of a barricade, they decided to back away, different from the convoy that headed to customs point in Bërnjak, and arrived there easily. Government officials never told this detail, says this daily adding that they are trying to hide this even now. Publication of this detail was qualified by some, as “privileged information.” 

No other actions in the north (Zëri)

A senior member of the Serbian Government, who preferred to remain anonymous, told Zëri that the government in Belgrade has received strong guarantees from the international community that there will be no more actions by Pristina in the northern part of Kosovo. 

“We received strong promises by internationals that Pristina will not launch other actions in the north, therefore, we don’t take Pristina’s statement seriously,” said the source, in reference to a recent statement by Kosovo’s Interior Minister Bajram Rexhepi that soon the north will be disarmed and criminals will be arrested.

Rexhepi on the other hand told the paper that he does not care even if internationals made such promises to Belgrade. “I don’t care what Borislav Stefanovic says. But even if what he says is true, I don’t care. Our priority is to arrest criminals, those that killed the Albanian police officer, and to disarm the population regardless of their ethnicity,” Rexhepi was quoted as saying.

Dacic threatens Albanians: Do not provoke Serbia (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that the Minister of Serbian police, Ivica Dacic, warned Albanians that “Serbia will not stay aside, is expelling of Serbs from Kosovo happens again.” “Do not even think about it,” said Dacic adding that Serbia want peace and an end to the historic conflict, “but do not provoke Serbia hiding behind The Big Brother.” 

Dacic said that solution for the problems in Kosovo should be found through dialogue and compromise, in order to end the historic conflict, because he added “it is not in the interest of anyone to light fires in Balkans.” The number two of Serbia’s Government, former spokesperson of Slobodan Milosevic, added that Serbia want to become an EU member, but this cannot be done through conditioning to give up Kosovo, because “Serbia does not trade state interests.” 

Helsinki Committee in Serbia: The north – a key challenge in talks (Zëri)

Zëri reports that the Helsinki Committee in Serbia published its latest report concluding that the key challenge in talks between Pristina and Belgrade is the northern part of Kosovo which is controlled by Serb parallel structures. 

The report notes that stability in the Balkans requires the dismantling of Serb parallel structures in the Mitrovica region and the establishment of the Kosovo judicial system there. The report also says that it is especially important for the international community to remain decisive in its position against Kosovo’s partition. 

“In case an agreement is not reached, the northern part of Kosovo will remain one of the main centers of crime in the Balkans. Kosovo’s division, which is considered a future strategy by Serbian political circles, is an unacceptable solution because it can become a source of conflict throughout the region,” added the report.
Two new recognitions: Guinea-Conarky and Nigeria (dailies) 

Dailies report that the two new recognitions of the independence of Kosovo, from the African continent, increased the number to 79. The news for the recognition by these two countries came from Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister Behxhet Pacolli, who stated in a press release that recognitions are the result of his lobbying activities. Guinea-Conarky is a state with approximately ten million citizens while Nigeria has five million more, reports Koha Ditore. 

Westerwelle informed Jeremic on the discussions in the region (Epoka) 

Epoka e Re reports that Germany’s Foreign Minister Guido Westerwelle, through a telephone conversation informed Serbia’s Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic, on the results of his discussions last week in Kosovo, Croatia and Montenegro. This news was confirmed by the representative of German Foreign Ministry in Berlin, who did not want to speak about the details of the conversation, which concerns the current situation in Kosovo, and if new ideas for a possible sustainable solutions for the north of Kosovo were discussed. 

U.S. diplomat Philip Reeker visits Kosovo today (dailies)
Several dailies report that the U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Europe and Euro-Asia, Philip T. Reeker, will visit Kosovo today. Reeker will meet Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, Deputy Prime Minister Edita Tahiri and Foreign Affairs Minister Enver Hoxhaj. The U.S. diplomat will also meet leaders of the Serb religious community.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· ROSU never stepped in Jarinje
· EU insists that Belgrade must recognize Kosovo stamps

· Pristina coordinated with Brussels and Washington on the north

· KEK: We supply the north with electricity, not Serbia

· Two new recognitions: Guinea and Nigeria

· Serbia wants solution by all means

· Farmers don’t believe figures offered by Minister Stavileci

· Other headlines

· Dacic threatens Albanians: Do not provoke Serbia (4)
· Fitou: Solutions for the north stem from the Ahtisaari Package (5)

Zëri

· Front page

· Party followers even in embassies

· Haradinaj’s retrial begins

· Çollaku: Numbers that orchestrate Thaçi

· The north made him

· Two recognitions in one day

· No other actions in the north

Other headlines
· Reeker visits Kosovo (2)
· Buhler supports construction of bridge in Prilluzhë (2)

· APJK: EULEX to reveal the truth (5)

· Kacin calls for recognition of Kosovo stamps (5)

· HC: The north – a challenge for talks on Kosovo (5)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Fuele’s letter revealed

· Editorial: The Prilluzhe bridge

· Guinea-Conacry and Nigeria recognize Kosovo

Other headlines

· Tahiri enthusiastic over Westerwelle’s visit (2)

· EULEX files charges against InfoPress staff (2)
· Pressure for stamps (3)
· Philip Reeker to visit Kosovo today (3)

· UNMIK recognizes Kosovo Customs (4)

· Kuçi denies reports for coalition crisis (4)

· Serbia wants peace with Albanians (4)
Epoka e Re
Front page

· Police, we are ready to establish rule of law

· Kuçi: Nobody asks Belgrade

· Haradinaj to face the court tomorrow

· Maloku: AAK harmed twice LDK seriously 

· Guinea Conakry and Nigeria recognized us

Other headlines

· Dialogue starts on 2 Septemebr (2)

· Westerwelle informed Jeremic on discussions in the region (2)

· NATO: Vucina Janjicevic, organizer of Serbian MUP in Kosovo (2)

· Philip Reeker arrives today in Kosovo (2)

· Do not reach an agreement (7)

· “Hill International” supervises the works of the motorway (9)

· Kosovo Customs returns Serbian unlicensed bus (9)

· KEK contests Ivanovic (9)

· Citizens have an address if their rights are violated by EULEX (10)

Express
Front page

· Successful Safari 

· Problems with Jeta

· Do not touch the arms 

Other headlines

· Rexhepi: Less euphoria (2)

· Belgrade does not decide on Kosovo (4)

· Rush with draft laws (5)

· Halitjaha: Thaçi is a dictator (6)

· Belgrade is not in rush (6)

· Reeker to visit Kosovo (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Kosovo borders in the north under KFOR ‘control”

· Pacolli brings new recognitions, Foreign Ministry chills 

· Little benefit and no trust for EULEX prosecutors

· AKR also dissatisfied with the co governance with PDK

· Serwer: Kosovo’s border with Serbia does not move

Other headlines

· Ambassadors appeal for the start of election reform (2)

· Tahiri meets German Ambassador in Kosovo (3)

· Chiefs of parliamentary commissions meet (3)

· Buhler: Building of the bridge in Prelluzhë is a reality (4)

· Reeker to visit Kosovo on 17 August (4)

· Government continues to be “angry” with EULEX (10)

· Kuçi: Belgrade does not decide on Kosovo (11)

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.

