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__________________________________________________
· ICO chief Peter Feith visits Brussels (dailies)

· Harland: Judicial institutions in north Mitrovica must open soon (Zëri)

· EULEX to soon start work in justice (dailies)

· Czech Republic doesn’t support Serbian initiative at the UN (dailies)

· Japan recognizes Kosovo passports (dailies)

· Assembly again postpones appointment of Ombudsperson (Zëri)

· Pyromaniacs softened (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

ICO chief Peter Feith visits Brussels (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports on the leading front-page story that over the last two days ICO chief Peter Feith met in Brussels with officials of the EU Council and Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn. Feith also addressed the members of the Foreign Policy Committee of the European Parliament..

Feith was quoted as saying that the situation in Kosovo remains relatively stable seven months after the declaration of independence. He underlined that he has good relations with the Government of Kosovo and with other international partners which is especially important in order to overcome the challenges lying ahead.

Zëri reports on the front page that Feith stressed the new opportunities created for Kosovo by the Donors Conference held in July in Brussels. “Now it is crucial for the Government of Kosovo to use the promised financial assistance wisely and transparently,” he added. 

The paper cites unnamed diplomatic sources in Brussels as saying that EU countries are consulting each other about Serbia’s initiative at the United Nations. According to the sources, this issue is becoming more sensitive for the EU which is divided over the legal interpretation of Kosovo’s independence.

Harland: Judicial institutions in north Mitrovica must open soon (Zëri)

Zëri reports that during a visit to the northern part of Mitrovica yesterday, Acting PDSRSG David Harland indicated that a decision would be made soon to open courts in this area of Kosovo. 
“I think everyone feels a great need for re-establishing law and order in this area,” Harland told journalists, adding that this would happen very soon. 

“I think the UNMIK chief must implement the decision to open courts very soon because one can feel the lack of judicial institutions in the northern part of Kosovo,” Harland added.
EULEX to soon start work in justice (dailies)

Justice Minister, Nekibe Kelmendi, said after meeting with EULEX officials that they are expected to get involved very soon in justice system in Kosovo. Head of EULEX, Yves de Kermabon, said the meeting enabled him to get a better understanding about the justice system in Kosovo. “This is our first step and we are looking at how to continue this good cooperation with the justice ministry and Mrs. Kelmendi,” de Kermabon noted. 

Czech Republic doesn’t support Serbian initiative at the UN (dailies)

After meeting Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi yesterday, Janina Hrebickova, the Czech Ambassador to Kosovo, said that the Czech Republic respects but does not support the Serbian initiative for a resolution that would seek the opinion of the International Court of Justice over the independence of Kosovo.

“As you know we are against Serbia’s initiative at the United Nations and we gave the reasons for this to Foreign Affairs Minister Skender Hyseni during his visit to Prague. We also told our colleagues in Belgrade about these reasons. We respect this initiative, but we do not support it,” Hrebickova was quoted as saying.
Japan recognizes Kosovo passports (dailies)

Papers report that the Japanese Liaison Office in Pristina has informed Kosovo’s authorities that Japan will recognize Kosovo passports. Japan also commended Kosovo Ministry of Interior for producing high-quality passports. 

Assembly again postpones appointment of Ombudsperson (Zëri)

Kosovo Assembly Presidency has not agreed to include appointment of the Ombudsperson in its upcoming plenary session on 25 September. The Presidency said it needs additional consultations with parliamentary groups before it puts the issue on the agenda. 
Pyromaniacs softened (Express)

The paper writes that after burning a part of documents from the Kosovo Trust Agency, UNMIK has decided to return another part to the Privatisation Agency of Kosovo. The paper quotes sources saying that UNMIK called the PAK to get the documents from UNMIK’s offices. “PAK officials were in UNMIK to get all original documents from the meetings of KTA board of directors,” UNMIK Spokesperson Alexander Ivanko told the paper. He however did not explain why these documents were taken from KTA premises in the first place, adds the paper.  

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Feith: EU is in Kosovo for the Serbs too

· EULEX to soon start work in justice

· Assembly does not debate Serbia’s resolution at the UN

· “Fear” of the Assembly from appointing Ombudsperson

· Embassies to be functional next year 

Other headlines

· Czech Republic respects but does not support Serbia’s resolution (2)

· Whoever becomes president, USA will firmly support independence of Kosovo (2)

· Thaçi thanks Samoa’s prime minister (2)

· Japan recognises Kosovo passports (4)

· Court sentences her, police frees her (7)

Zëri

Front page

· Danger of Serbia’s initiative at the UN General Assembly  

· Feith: Donor money to be wisely and transparently used

· Feith wants ATK director to be elected through competition

· EULEX will not create a parallel justice in Kosovo

· Government says decision to renovate ‘Rilindja’ is lawful, opposition disagrees  

· US Embassy restores Haxhi Zeka kulla

· Shala: EULEX – its full role 

Other headlines

· Serb plans and counteraction of Pristina and Brussels (2)

· Assembly once again postpones appointment of Ombudsperson (3)

· Japan recognises passports of Republic of Kosovo from 1 October (3)

· Czech Republic does not support Serbia’s initiative at the UN (4)

· Vujanovic: Montenegro to be very cautious on Kosovo issue (4)

· Jeremic: Serbia’s battle for Kosovo will be very hard (4)

· Bogdanovic tells Lehne that EULEX is unacceptable for Serbia (4)

· Serbia protests in Italy over training of KSF by NATO (4)

· High unemployment rate recorded in Kosovo (5)

· Harland: Justice institutions in north Mitrovica should be opened soon (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Police official orders release of sentenced perpetrator 

· UN to debate Serbia’s initiative against Kosovo  

·  Elections, but not anymore in winter 

· Unemployment in Kosovo five times higher than in EU

· Editorial: The €15 million tender

Other headlines

· Hello… hot line for voters opened (2)

· Assembly rejects Smaka’s motion (2)

· Gashi: We remain in the opposition (3)

· Feith: Good relations with Kosovo Government (4)

· Montenegro announces recognition (4)

· EULEX helps judiciary (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Montenegro and Macedonia caught in an uncomfortable position 

· Decision today on Serbia’s resolution on independence of Kosovo 

· Thaçi: Appointment of chief-spy, sensitive issue

· EULEX takes files of crimes from UNMIK 

Other headlines

· Feith: EULEX to spread in whole territory of Kosovo (2)

· Serbia’s ministry: KFOR training illegal Kosovo forces (2)

· Switzerland supports e-government in Kosovo (3)

· Montenegro cautious over Kosovo issue (3)

· Czech Republic against Serbia’s initiative (6)

· Assembly to continue work on Thursday (6)

Express

Front page

· Pyromaniacs soften

· They too are Kosovo 

· Commander Mustafa

· EULEX starts mass deployment

· Ali Ahmeti calls for patience

· They prepare for strike

Other headlines

· Limani: Provincial Identity (2)

· Speedy reconfiguration (3)

· Bad message (4)

· Bogdanovic: We won’t accept EULEX without a UN mandate (4)

· Selective unity (5)

Lajm

Front page

· Independence is sinking the judiciary

· Soon recognition by neighbouring countries

· A powerful rule of law mission

· The state needs their experience!

· Legal vacuum stimulates criminality 

Other headlines

· Jeremic too fears that Serbian initiative will fail (2)

· Janjic: Montenegro to refrain from Serbian initiative (2)

· Fini: Democracy in Kosovo, a test for the EU (3)

· Japan recognizes Kosovo’s passports (3)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Bekim Çollaku, Fatmir Xhelili or Lulzim Peci at the helm of intelligence?

· Sejdiu calls for caution in utilizing public funds

· EULEX: Northern Kosovo, a political problem!

· Peci: For a Serb Ombudsperson?!

· Podgorica prepares to recognize Kosovo’s independence

Other headlines

· Czech Republic against Serbian initiative (6)

· Feith: Situation in Kosovo peaceful and stable (7)

Infopress

Front page

· Serwer: Recognition of Kosovo, a U.S. priority

· Feith makes positive remarks about Kosovo Government

· Czech against Serbian initiative

· Macedonia to recognize Kosovo on September 23rd?

Other headlines

· The Serbian hope will die in October (2)

· EULEX guarantees justice (4)

· McCain and Obama support Kosovo’s independence (5)

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Jeremic at 63rd session of the UN General Assembly (Tanjug)
· Bogdanovic: EULEX is unacceptable without a UN mandate (Tanjug)
· Harland announces reopening of court in Kosovska Mitrovica (Tanjug)
· Feith briefs European Parliament on Kosovo (Beta)

· EULEX calls for return of KPS Serbs (FoNet)
· Spasojevic: Protest over illegal decision of Kosovo forces (Tanjug)
· Podgorica: Extreme caution over Kosovo (B92/Beta/Tanjug)

Jeremic at 63rd session of the UN General Assembly (Tanjug)
Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic will attend the 63rd session of the General Assembly at UN headquarters in New York. Jeremic will address representatives of 28 countries of the General Committee to reiterate the importance of the resolution asking for an advisory opinion from the International Court of Justice on the legality of the unilateral declaration of independence by Kosovo

Greek Foreign Minister Dora Bakoyannis said that Greece in principle cannot be against Serbia’s request to ask of the International Court of Justice for an opinion on the legality of the unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo, but underlined that it was important that Europe take a unified stance on this, which can be restraint. In the following 10 days we will try to reach a unified EU position on this, said Bakoyannis. 

Bogdanovic: EULEX is unacceptable without a UN mandate (Tanjug)
Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic conveyed to the EU foreign policy and security adviser Stephan Lehne that for Serbia the presence of the EULEX mission in Kosovo without an appropriate UN mandate was absolutely unacceptable. Serbia, as a constructive country seeking EU membership, wishes the EU presence in Kosovo to be a part of the coordinated international presence, and not part of the implementation of Ahtisaari’s plan, which was rejected by the UN SC and Serbia, said Bogdanovic in talks with Lehne in Belgrade. The Ministry for Kosovo announced that Bogdanovic had repeated the position of the Serbian government that Serbia does not recognize the self-proclaimed independence of Kosovo, and that it strongly opposes all decisions not passed in accordance with UNSCR 1244 and UN SC decisions and remains firmly devoted to the principled positions of the protection of its territorial integrity and sovereignty. 

Harland announces reopening of court in Kosovska Mitrovica (Tanjug)
Acting UNMIK Deputy Head David Harland announced that very quickly a decision would be reached on the reopening of the court in northern Kosovska Mitrovica. After a meeting in northern Mitrovica with representatives of the Serbian judiciary from northern Kosovo, Harland stressed the great need for reestablishing the rule of law in this part of the province. 

Feith briefs European Parliament on Kosovo (Beta)

EU special envoy to Kosovo Pieter Feith told the European Parliament that EULEX representatives would continue to work on raising awareness with citizens about the importance of the mission’s presence in Kosovo. “As regards the relations with the Serb community, EULEX will continue, in talks with political representatives of the Kosovo Serbs and other communities, to work on raising awareness with the citizens that we are in Kosovo to help build a society where everyone will feel safe and where the rights of communities will be respected and protected,” Feith said in Brussels. Addressing the Foreign Policy Committee, Feith said that generally speaking, “the situation in Kosovo has remained stable and peaceful over the past seven months, since the proclamation of independence.” 

EULEX calls for return of KPS Serbs (FoNet)
Yves de Kermabon has praised Belgrade’s decision to ease pressure on Serb officers considering returning to the KPS. “We have good indicators. We are trying to convince Belgrade to accept the EULEX mission in Kosovo,” said the EULEX chief. He said that the EULEX deployment would continue next week and that it was due to be completed by the end of autumn. “I hope that we’ll have a different situation then,” he said.

Spasojevic: Protest over illegal decision of Kosovo forces (Tanjug)
State Secretary of the Ministry of Defense Dusan Spasojevic said in Rome that Italian army officials had given firm guarantees for the security of Serbs in Kosovo, and that the Serbian delegation had protested because KFOR was training illegal Kosovo security forces. Spasojevic, who is heading a delegation of the Ministry of Defense on a visit to Italy, said that in talks with Chief of Defense General Staff of the Italian Armed Forces General Vincenzo Camporini, it had been concluded that the governments of the two countries strongly disagree on Kosovo. We have protested strongly because KFOR has started to train illegal Kosovo security forces, because Serbia cannot accept having a paramilitary on its territory, underlined Spasojevic. He added that those forces were not a serious threat to the Serbian army, but were a serious threat to the political stability of the region.
Podgorica: Extreme caution over Kosovo (B92/Beta/Tanjug)

Montenegrin President Filip Vujanovic says that his country will be extremely careful when it comes to Kosovo. Filip Vujanovic dismissed the possibility of Podgorica’s position on Kosovo causing instability in Montenegro in any way. Vujanovic said that the decision on the Kosovo issue rested, according to the country’s constitution, exclusively with the government, and that the issue needed to be debated in the parliament. He reiterated that three dimensions were important for Montenegro when it came to the Kosovo issue—the country’s stability, relations with Belgrade and Pristina, and respecting the opinion of the international community, above all the opinions of EU and NATO member states. 
Skopje to recognize Kosovo on 22 September (Danas)

The parliamentary crisis of the Parliament of the FYROM will be resolved with the recognition of Kosovo on 22 September, sources from Albanian parliamentary parties confirmed for Danas. Premier Nikola Gruevski previously had informal talks with these parties where he agreed to “independence of Kosovo for the sake of internal stability.” Danas’ sources in Skopje state that the key fact was that Imer Selmani, of the Democratic Party of Albanians, in the cabinet of Gruevski didn’t wish to be “obedient.”  “It is quite certain that the way out of the crisis in Skopje will be reached by the recognition of Kosovo on 22 September, and this should contribute to stabilization of authority in Skopje, but also to reducing tensions inside parliamentary parties, primarily Albanian,” a diplomatic source that insisted on animosity told Danas.
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