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· Kosovo customs and police officers deployed in Jarinje and Bërnjak (dailies)

· EU: Actions in the north do not pre-empt Kosovo’s status (dailies)

· Tirana fully supports Pristina’s operation in the north (dailies)

· Reciprocity vis-à-vis Serbia to be reintroduced on Monday (Koha)

· UNMIK engaged in unblocking roads (Koha)

· Serbia fails at the United Nations (dailies)

· Bogdanovic: We will oppose Pristina’s actions (Express)

Kosovo customs and police officers deployed in Jarinje and Bërnjak (dailies)

All dailies report on the front pages that Kosovo and European customs and police officers were deployed by helicopters at the border crossing points with Serbia. Koha Ditore reports that six local customs and police officers were sent to gates 1 and 31. A Kosovo Albanian is working in the capacity of commander of the Jarinje border crossing point, while the customs officer is a Kosovo Serb. 

Meanwhile, local Serbs, in sign of opposition to Pristina’s operation, added logs and sand to the existing roadblocks at the Ibër Bridge, but no serious incidents have been reported. 

Koha Ditore quotes sources in Brussels as saying that constant pressure by the EU and representatives of the world’s most powerful countries prevented a violent reaction by Serbia’s parallel structures in northern Kosovo. Sources in the EU told the paper that the international message for Serbian officials was that any violent action would greatly damage Serbia’s position.

Dailies report that the government’s operation was supported by opposition parties LDK and AAK, but not by the Vetëvendosje Movement which argued that Prime Minister Thaçi is more influenced by Serbia’s economic interests than Kosovo’s political interests. 

Several hours after the operation was launched, Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi summoned his ministers to brief them about the implementation of the plan. “The implementation of the operational plan was launched successfully in the morning. Kosovo customs and police officers together with EULEX officers and KFOR are now at both border crossing points,” Thaçi told his ministers. He called on Serbia to give up on ambitions aimed at destabilizing the region and called on Kosovo citizens to be calm and mature.

Meanwhile, the Government of Serbia has called on Serbs in northern Kosovo to protest in peace and not to fall for provocations. “The Government is closely following and controlling the situation in Kosovo. The situation is calm and according to our information EULEX and KFOR members are at the Jarinje and Brnjak border crossing points in accordance with the mandate entrusted to them by the United Nations. Kosovo police and customs officers have no role in these border crossing points,” said a spokesman for the Serbian Government. 

EU: Actions in the north do not pre-empt Kosovo’s status (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that the European Union views Pristina’s operation at Gates 1 and 31 as implementation of the customs stamps agreement reached with Belgrade in Brussels. The paper however notes that in a clear attempt to calm Belgrade, Russia and EU states that haven’t recognized Kosovo’s independence, EU High Representative Catherine Ashton said that the implementation of the agreement by EULEX does not pre-empt Kosovo’s status. 

Express reports on the front page that Ashton expressed support for the government operation in the north, saying that these actions are in compliance with European values. Ashton however attributed all merits for the operation to EULEX and KFOR, without even mentioning the Government of Kosovo.

Maja Kocijancic, spokeswoman in the Office of the EU High Representative, is quoted as saying in several dailies that the implementation includes the establishment of a proper customs system in Kosovo, which is a single customs unit. Kocijancic also said that EULEX customs officers will carry out customs duties in Jarinje and Bërnjak in the presence of Kosovo officers. 

Tirana fully supports Pristina’s operation in the north (dailies)

All dailies report that Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha issued a statement on Friday expressing full support for the operation launched by the Kosovo Government and EULEX to reestablish control over the customs and border crossing points with Serbia. Berisha said the operation contributes to peace and stability in the region. “The Government of Albania calls on Belgrade to respect the agreement to cease every support for parallel structures which are trying to turn municipalities in northern Kosovo into protectorates of organized crime, smuggling and trafficking,” Berisha added.

Reciprocity vis-à-vis Serbia to be reintroduced on Monday (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports in the leading front-page story that on Friday Kosovo opened its borders for commercial goods coming from Serbia, but the latter did not do the same. Trade and Industry Minister, Mimoza Kusari-Lila, is quoted as saying that the Kosovo Government will wait until Monday to see if Serbia would lift the trade embargo, otherwise Pristina will reintroduce the reciprocity measures. Kosovo will also notify the U.S. and the European Union that Serbia is failing to implement the agreement on customs stamps reached in Brussels. Meanwhile, Serbian authorities in Belgrade have said that the agreement on customs stamps does not include deploying customs officers in Jarinje and Bërnjak.

UNMIK engaged in unblocking roads (Koha)

The paper reports that the remaining UN mission in Kosovo has called on EULEX and KFOR to be careful in the implementation of their mandates. “We understand that the action was implemented in full consultation between KFOR, EULEX and Pristina. UNMIK is closely monitoring the situation. We are discussing with all parties in efforts to find a way forward that guarantees peace and security. UNMIK expects KFOR and EULEX to implement their mandates according to the agreement,” said UNMIK spokesman Olivier Salgado on Friday.

The paper also reports that on Friday, UNMIK acting chief Farid Zarif visited northern Mitrovica where he met representatives of parallel structures. Zarif reportedly called several roadblocks to be removed as they are impeding even the movement of UNMIK administration staff in northern Mitrovica.

Serbia fails at the United Nations (dailies)

All dailies report that Serbia and Russia have failed at the United Nations to stop the implementation of the Kosovo Government’s plan to functionalize border crossing points with Serbia. Member states of the United Nations Security Council, which support Kosovo’s independence, have blocked a proposal by Russia for a UN presidential statement that would call for a halt to unilateral actions and for the resumption of dialogue.

Bogdanovic: We will oppose Pristina’s actions (Express)

Express reports that the Serbian Minister for Kosovo, Goran Bogdanovic, held a press conference yesterday near the Ibër Bridge, where he told reporters that Serbs will strongly oppose Pristina’s unilateral actions which according to him is unfortunately supported by the international community. 

“We had too many wars and conflicts, therefore we will peacefully object to Pristina’s unilateral actions. Serbia cannot allow the creation f the state of Kosovo within its territory, but unfortunately Kosovo enjoys international support at this point,” Bogdanovic was quoted as saying.
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