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· KFOR determined to open roads, Serbs determined to keep barricades (Koha)

· Tahiri: I don’t know anything about partition (Express)

· Rocen: Serbia should forget division of Kosovo (dailies) 

· Serbia is blocking investigations on latest riots (Koha)

· Wilkinson: Limaj’s arrest, a political agenda (Express)

· Reformatting of Government postponed for January 2012 (Epoka e Re) 

· Kosovo far from membership in the World Trade Organization (Koha)

· Russians in the Central Bank of Kosovo (Zëri)

· Irinej: Kosovo before Europe (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
KFOR determined to open roads, Serbs determined for barricades (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports in the leading front-page story that KFOR reiterated on Sunday, it will launch an operation to remove barricades on several roads in the northern part of Kosovo on Monday. 
Belgrade’s position is less clear. Some members of the Serbian government said confrontation with KFOR should be avoided, while others said they don’t expect KFOR to remove the roadblocks. 
KFOR Press Office chief Uwe Nowak told Radio Free Europe that KFOR’s mandate is to guarantee freedom of movement for all citizens throughout Kosovo. “If the local population was not able to remove the roadblocks over the weekend, KFOR will do this peacefully on Monday. I emphasize peacefully, to ease the passage of vehicles,” Nowak added. 
Serbian Interior Affairs Minister Ivica Dacic told Belgrade-based Politika newspaper that the Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi is behind the removal of the barricades, because he wants Serbs to confront with EULEX and KFOR. 

Express under the headline KFOR flexibility, writes that KFOR has shown flexibility with Serbs in northern Kosovo. On Saturday KFOR Commander Erhard Drews announced that the removal of roadblocks will begin on Monday, but on Sunday, KFOR informed that it will postpone the action for Tuesday.

Tahiri: I don’t know anything about partition (Express)

Kosovo’s chief negotiator Edita Tahiri told Radio Free Europe in Serbian that she never heard Belgrade representatives mention during their meeting in Brussels that Serbia would recognize Kosovo’s independence in exchange for the north. Tahiri however did not rule out the possibility that this was mentioned in informal meetings.

“The only thing I can say is that meetings in Brussels discussed only what was on the agenda – technical issues. I did not hear what was discussed in the hallways,” Tahiri added. “We have our red lines for sovereignty, integrity and internal order, and Pristina does not discuss them with Belgrade.”

Rocen: Serbia should forget division of Kosovo (dailies) 

Dailies report that Montenegrin Foreign Minister and Minister for European Integrations, Milan Rocen, said the political elite in Serbia should forget dividing Kosovo. “The story for the division of Kosovo should simply be forgotten. This is only a waste of time,” stated Rocen for the Novi Sad daily, Dnevnik. He added that dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina is the only way towards the solution of the Kosovo crisis and the creation of stability in the region.  He denied claims that Montenegrin Albanian leaders are dissatisfied with the situation in Kosovo. 
Serbia is blocking investigations on latest riots (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that six people have been identified as key suspects of committing violence during the most recent riots in northern Kosovo. But, according to Mitrovica district chief prosecutor, Shyqyri Syla, investigations are becoming more difficult because Serbia is trying to obstruct the process. Syla also said the six suspects, members of the Serb community, are believed to have left Kosovo. 
Wilkinson: Limaj’s arrest, a political agenda (Express)

Express quotes former EULEX investigator Troy Wilkinson as saying that EULEX began investigations against former Transport Minister Fatmir Limaj without any evidence base. Wilkinson, an organized crime investigator, said prosecutor EUELX Elizabeth Arnal asked for Limaj to be arrested although no incriminating evidence against him was found during the investigation. “There was an impression among the team that this was a political agenda. There was a lot of pressure, for several reasons, to go Limaj. The pressure came from Arnal and her office. The prosecution wanted Limaj in prison,” Wilkinson was quoted as saying.
Reformatting of Government postponed for January 2012 (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that the reformatting of the Government is postponed until the beginning of next year. Based on a senior government official, who preferred to remain anonymous, this daily reports that the Prime Minister does not intend to ruin anybody’s holidays.  “It is not expected for the changes to happen this year. Perhaps, in the beginning of the next year,” said this official

Kosovo far from membership in the World Trade Organization (Koha)

The paper reports that Kosovo is far from membership in the World Trade Organization (WTO); in fact, Kosovo institutions have not even made the official step of applying for membership. Kosovo Government officials told the paper they have made the necessary preparations to apply for membership in the WTO; but that they are sceptical they will ever secure membership.

Trade and Industry Minister Mimoza Kusari-Lila said there are several difficulties for Kosovo to join the international organization, namely the states which do not recognize Kosovo.  

“It is a political problem. Membership in the organization requires consensus among all member states. It is difficult for Kosovo to secure approval from all 153 countries most of which have not recognized Kosovo,” Kusari-Lila was quoted as saying. “We still haven’t made any official step in joining the World Trade Organization. Certainly there will be difficulties for Kosovo’s membership as a full-fledged member. Maybe Kosovo should initially apply for observer status and then after a five-year period Kosovo would be guaranteed a full-fledged status. The government has to decide.”
Russians in the Central Bank of Kosovo (Zëri)

Zëri reports in the leading front-page story that Kosovo’s banking system is now in the hands of Russians, specifically representatives of the CMA Small System AB company. The paper quotes Avni Zogiani, director of NGO Çohu [Rise Up], as saying that local competent institutions should be alarmed over the involvement of Russian nationals in Kosovo’s banking system.
Irinej: Kosovo before Europe (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Serb patriarch Irinej, emphasized on Sunday that Serbia’s integration in the European Union is not more important than Kosovo. “If we need to sacrifice Kosovo and Metohija in order to join Europe, then we should thank them for their goodness and love but they should leave as alone,” Irinej said during a prayer in Jagodina, Serbia. “Those who were friends of ours before, or who we considered friends, are not anymore, because they are taking away that which is holy to us”, said Irinej.  He also called for increased birth rates in Serbia.

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· KFOR determined to open roads, Serbs determined to keep roadblocks

· Serbia is blocking investigations into latest riots

· Albanians in Presevo Valley boycott census

· Life of Kosovars has grown 5 per cent more expensive 
· Palokaj: There should not be two categories of Serbs in Kosovo 

Other headlines

· Jahjaga: Rule of law should be a priority for institutions (2)

· Irinej: Kosovo before Europe (3)

· Kosovo far from membership in the WTO (9)
Zëri

Front page

· Russians in the CBK

· KFOR backs down again

· Tahiri indicates resumption of dialogue

· Bansko Plan fails?

· No biometrical passports in October

Other headlines

· Jahjaga calls for enforcement of rule of law (2)

· Rocen: Forget about Kosovo’s division (2)

· Delic: Let us not lose the chance for EU (2)

· Media, even worse than in the report (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Judiciary, the black mark in the Progress Report

· Decentralized health care never again
· KFOR delays removal of barricades until Tuesday

Other headlines

· Serbia barricades on dialogue (2)

· Tahiri: I do not listen to what is said in corridors (4)

· Ahmeti: Kosovo on the verge of financial collapse (4)

· Government officials accept presents (4)

· Crisis knocking at our door (6)

· Serbia causes over €60 million damage to Kosovo by illegal electrical transmission (6)
Epoka e Re
Front page

· Until tomorrow

· Request debate

· Government reformatting delayed

Other headlines

· Rocen: Serbia should forget division of Kosovo (2)

· Dacic: New demarcation is important for Kosovo (3)

· Vlasi: Serbia decides on Bosnia (3)

· Jovanovic: Leave the barricades (5)

· Tahiri: I do not listen to what is said in corridors (5)

· Assembly chairmanship to decide on debate (7)

Express
Front page

· The declaration of failure 

· KFOR flexible 

· Oscillations of Serbia

Other headlines

· Shkëlzen Maliqi: Softening of Vetëvendosje (2)

· Blerim Shala: Crucial condition: Exit of Serbia from the north of Kosovo (3)

· Draskovic: that what is lost cannot be lost again (4)

· Wilkinson: Limaj imprisonment, political agenda (5)
· The truth in December (6)

· Only dialogue (6)
· Does not know about the decission (6)
Bota Sot
Front page

· Officials are getting richer – corruption millions of euro’s

· KFOR ultimatum, will the barricades be removed?

· It is rejected any new plan about the north

· Jahjaga requests efficient and transparent system of justice

Other headlines

· Rocen: Serbia to forget about the division of Kosovo (3)

· Atifete Jahjaga: legal path. The only alternative for our society (5)
· Because of Kosovo, Serbia should aspire for the EU (6)

· Kosovo purchases building for the Embassy in Brussels (11)

· Pacolli receives support from Nigeria (7)

· Kusari-Lila: There won’t be double stamps (11)

· Stefanovic: We will not accept the stamps of the state of Kosovo (11)
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