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· Kosovo with platform for mutual recognition with Serbia (Koha Ditore)

· Surroi: There are no technical issues between Kosovo and Serbia (Koha Ditore)

· Optimism abandoning Kosovars (dailies)

· PDK list not final (Express)

· LDK will not recognize elections if votes are stolen (Kosova Sot)

· Serbs in the north announce boycott (Lajm)

· UNMIK does not love Albanians (Lajm) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Kosovo with platform for mutual recognition with Serbia (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports today that Kosovo seems, after all, to be prepared for the upcoming talks with Serbia with the ultimate goal of the dialogue being a process that would end with the mutual recognition of Kosovo and Serbia. The paper has learnt that since the ICJ announced its opinion on the independence declaration of Kosovo, the Kosovo Open Society Fund (KFOS) and Foreign Policy Club (FPC) have organized numerous meetings with a wide range of institutional, political and civil society groups aimed at drafting a consensual platform for talks with Belgrade. These meetings were also attended by officials from the ICO and ambassadors of the most powerful countries that have recognized the independence of Kosovo.

The paper writes further that the aim of the platform is to avoid the possibility of Serbia determining the agenda of the talks and to provide guidelines for normalization of relations between the two countries. 

Surroi: There are no technical issues between Kosovo and Serbia (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that head of the Foreign Policy Club, Veton Surroi, said in an interview for the BBC that dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia requires a new approach that would be based on the future of Kosovo and Serbia in the European Union. He stressed that the entire problem between the two countries is ‘political’; therefore, the process of the discussions should be more ambitious than announced.  

Optimism abandoning Kosovars (dailies)

A recent poll conducted by Gallup Europe on the views of Balkan citizens shows that there is an increasing discontent of Kosovo citizens with the government as well as an increase of distrust in the judiciary. However, Kosovo citizens remain the biggest supporters of the EU in the region.

The poll concluded that almost 60 percent of unemployed people in Kosovo don’t believe they will find a job in the next 12 months while only 2 percent of the respondents believe there is no widespread corruption in the government. With regards to politics, over 90 percent of interviewees, both Albanians and Serbs, said they oppose the idea of territorial exchange between Kosovo and Serbia.

PDK list not final (Express)

The list of PDK candidates for the 12 December elections is not final, reports the paper quoting PDK officials. They added that the list will be the subject of changes up until the final deadline on Thursday, as set by the CEC. The Minister of Public Administration and ADK leader Edita Tahiri was not in the list published last week by the party. However, Tahiri is said to have received assurances by PDK leader Hashim Thaçi that her name will be incorporated to the list but the paper writes that it is not certain who will be removed from it in order to accommodate Tahiri. 

LDK will not recognize elections if votes are stolen (Kosova Sot)

In the second part of the interview with the paper, LDK leader Isa Mustafa said his party will not recognize elections if it establishes that there were stolen votes in the process. “This should be clear to all those that steal them as well as to the international community,” said Mustafa. He added that if the legitimacy of the elections outcome is disputed, there will be no stable government and Kosovo will have to go to new elections in 6 months time. 

Serbs in the north announce boycott (Lajm)

Lajm reports that Serbs in the north of Kosovo, differing from those in central Kosovo, have announced that they will boycott the Kosovo parliamentary elections to be held on 12 December. They said that Serb participation in elections would legitimize the Kosovo state. This daily wonders whether the range of recent incidents in the north was politically motivated or due to the pressure for their eventual participation in elections. Serbia’s state secretary at the Ministry for Kosovo told Radio Free Europe that there is no such pressure. “The atmosphere in the north is a bit different from other parts of Kosovo. However, this does not mean that there are threats. Simply, people in the north are not interested in being involved in Kosovo institutions. This is first of all motivated by Serbian Government,” said Ivanovic. 

UNMIK does not love Albanians (Lajm) 

Lajm reports that Albanian citizens that live at the “Three skyscrapers” area in north Mitrovica are dissatisfied with the work of the UNMIK administration and their policy regarding the investments in infrastructure. They say that this can be best seen in the orientation of their investments in northern neighborhoods, which show that projects are not executed at the Albanian neighborhoods. “Since the end of the war Albanian citizens that live in this area use an alternate road and an improvised bridge at River Ibër, due to the lack of the freedom of movement at the main bridge, which is not far from the other one. The improvised bridge, despite the fact that it was repaired several times by KFOR, is very unsuitable for movement,” said Shasivar Begu from this neighborhood. He added that UNMIK invested in the stairs by the River Ibër, used by the youth of the Serb community, also at the faculty in the north, but not for the needs of the citizens at the “Three Skyscrapers” neighborhood. Begu criticized UNMIK in the north also for an unprincipled policy in distribution of kiosks.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Kosovo with platform for mutual recognition with Serbia

· Optimism abandoning Kosovars 

· Surroi: There are no technical issues between Kosovo and Serbia

· FOL: PMs in criminal procedures harm Kosovo

· Next Assembly to decide on the highway route

Other headlines

· Serb security agency reports to Parliament on Kosovo (2)

· Leader’s syndrome in Kosovo (3)

· Shllaku: Next government to have consensual platform for talks (3)

· Political campaign not left aside even on Bajram Day (4)

· Visits to the cemetery in the north with police escort (4)

· Matoshi: Criminalisation of politics (10)

Zëri
Front page

· Votes sharpen vocabulary

· Muja begins dismissals in UP

· Corruption on the increase, freedom of expression on the decrease   

Other headlines

· Xharra: Down to earth standard (2)

· Politics for Bajram too (2)

· Serbs from Anamorava in favour of elections (2)

· KP controls border with Macedonia (2)

· Buhler to visit Serbia (3)

· Vukcevic and Brammertz discuss Haradinaj (3)

· Promises in abundance (4)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· If there is vote theft, LDK will not recognise elections

· Internationals interested in 12 December elections

· PTK risks losing millions of Euros 

· Editorial: The untouchables 

Other headlines

· Parties sign the code (2)

· Vetëvendosje refuses to sign the code, doesn’t trust the parties (2)

· Kosovars’ optimism falls (3)

· Serbs in the north to boycott elections (3) 

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Naser Rugova: Ukë disappointed me

· Haliti: Facing extraordinary elections 

· Analysts announce a hot campaign

Other headlines

· Talks may bring dangers (2)
· Corruption ‘killing’ optimism (2)

· Haxhinasto: Kosovo Serbs to take part in elections (2)

· Vukcevic and Brammertz discuss Haradinaj (2)

· PAK announces 47th wave of privatisation (9)

Express
Front page

· Interfere in the list

· Sad optimists

· Changes his words

Other headlines

· Hakoja: Alliance on strategy (2)

· Pre-election campaign at Islamic Community (4)

· Solution by dialogue (5)

· It will be harsh (5)

· Andjelkovic: A small number of Serbs, many lists (6)

· FAIR also with an open list (7)

· Be proud of KSF (8)

Lajm

Front page

· UNMIK does not love Albanians

· Messages for solidarity

· Dangers of the discussions

· Ten days are not enough

Other headlines

· Proud with KSF (2)

· Praises for Rahovec (3)

· Announce boycott (4)

· Kosovars less optimistic (9)

· Brezovica ready for privatization (9)

· PAK announces the 47th wave of privatization (9)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Request millions of euros for campaign, hide donators 

· Presidential system avoids party influence

· Makolli: AKR will change governance

Other headlines

· Buhler: Kosovo should be proud of KSF (2)

· Parties promise good behaviour, Vetëvendosje does not trust them (3)

· Malstrom: Money or credit cards will not be requested (4)

· Serbs in the north against elections (6)

Infopress

Front page

· The north, impossible for CEC

· Be proud of KSF

· There are no exclusions in politics

· More international observers required

Other headlines

· Reforms in administration, still a challenge (2)

· Infopress newspaper leads (3)

· Kosovars loose optimism (5)

· Nura: Do parties have programmes? (5)

· Lufthansa at Pristina Airport (7)
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