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· Kermabon: EULEX does not interfere in status-related issues (dailies)

· Sejdiu: This is why Kosovo needs EULEX (dailies)

· Russia’s participation in EULEX, possible? (Zëri)

· Serb train in Zvecan – proof of mess of competencies in Kosovo (dailies)

· Saviano: The Albanian mafia will make Kosovo like Columbia (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Kermabon: EULEX does not interfere in status-related issues (dailies)

Dailies report that EULEX chief Yves de Kermabon, despite frequent statements by Western officials that this mission is not status neutral, said that EULEX is a technical mission that will act according to the Joint Action Plan adopted by the European Union in Brussels early this year.

In an interview for Belgrade-based Dnevnik, Kermabon said, “EULEX is a technical mission and it does not interfere on issues related to status, since that is on the  political level.”

Kermabon said that EULEX do not participate in talks about the six points and said that they are the responsibility of UNMIK. 
The EULEX chief also said, “contact with Belgrade is absolutely necessary, the same as contact with Skopje.”

Sejdiu: This is why Kosovo needs EULEX (dailies)

Several daily newspapers run an interview that President Sejdiu gave to Radio Free Europe. “UNMIK will not have any role, it would only be a symbolic presence and it is well known that it could be in a positive rivalry with EULEX,” Sejdiu is quoted as saying. 

“We know that that there is a symbolic presence of the international mandate of UNMIK,” Sejdiu said, adding that it is time for everything to end and it is time to remove the UNMIK blanket from Kosovo. 

“EULEX has a European mandate and in this context we insist that the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo is the essential determiner and respected as the legal framework,” Sejdiu was quoted as saying. 

Russia’s participation in EULEX, possible? (Zëri)

Zëri reports in one of the front-page stories that there is information that Russia would one day ask to join the EULEX mission in Kosovo. This daily confirms that Brussels, responsible for visas for countries that want to join EULEX, claimed that Moscow has not made such a request, so far. 

The head of the Russian Office in Kosovo, Andrej Dronov did not want to comment on the possibility of Russia to ask for EU’s permission to join EULEX. This daily says that practically, Russia and other countries are legally allowed to participate in the EU mission in Kosovo, but it adds that they would have to respect decisions made in Brussels.

Serb train in Zvecan – proof of mess of competencies in Kosovo (dailies)
Dailies report that the Minister of transport and telecommunication Fatmir Limaj has sent a letter to the head of EULEX, Yves De Kermabon, in which he demands EULEX to take measures and stop the illegal trains coming from Serbia to Kosovo. Limaj evaluated the Belgrade act as “violence of Kosovo’s sovereignty.” 
UNMIK says that it does not have any responsibilities anymore regarding the railway; meanwhile, Ivanovic says that the train “shouldn’t be any problems.”
Zëri reports that no one took responsibility for the train, on the line Belgrade-Lesak, which early in the morning entered deep in the territory of Kosovo without permission and without any check at the border crossing point.

On the main page, Kosova Sot reports that in connection with the railway and with the movement of the train without any customs check, Yves De Kermabon has said that in this case also UNMIK should be asked. “We took the competencies in connection with the rule of law, but you should know that we are under 1244 for other issues. Our mission is a European mission built on European concepts, but always in close connection with UN.”
Bajram Rexhepi said that regarding the movement of the train Belgrade-Zvecan, without respecting UNMIK and Kosovo regulations, this is a provocation and should be repaired without delay.

Express reports that no officials from the Kosovo institutions on Tuesday had the courage to explain who is responsible of the railway of Kosovo. Meanwhile, EULEX says it is not responsibility as it is a technical mission, and UNMIK says that it have ended its mandate in this field.

“Belgrade didn’t inform or ask us about this train,” UN spokesperson Alexander Ivanko said, evaluating this as a one-sided interference of Belgrade.

Ivanko explained further that UNMIK doesn’t have the mandate to control the railway and for this there are other institutions responsible.

The representative of the Serb parallel structures, Zoran Bogovac, who calls himself “coordinator of the Serb junction of Fushe Kosova” said to the Serb media that, “Re-establishment of the railway line has been done in the framework of establishing the railway traffic between Belgrade and the south Serb province.”
Saviano: The Albanian mafia will make Kosovo like Columbia (Koha)

Koha Ditore re-runs an interview the Italian reporter and writer Roberto Saviano gave to Tirana-based Top Channel. Saviano is quoted as saying on the front page of the paper, “The Albanian mafia will make Kosovo like Columbia.”

“I am very curious about the Albanian mafia, because great Albanian mobsters have a big dream. They want to turn Kosovo into new Columbia in Europe. They want to grow transgenic cocaine which is grown in temperatures that are different from those in Latin America. Grow transgenic cocaine in Kosovo and to enable the Albanian mafia to have monopoly over cocaine. Today this cannot be done because the transgenic cocaine that exists in Kosovo today is very expensive. Therefore, it does not pay off. It is better to import it from Latin America than to grow it. But in 20 years, Kosovo will undoubtedly be the new Columbia,” Saviano said to Top Channel. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Kermabon: EULEX does not interfere in status issues

· Fear from transfer of UNMIK staff to EULEX

· EULEX hopes to have single chain of command in police

· Supervised independence for healthcare in Serb municipalities

· Ramiz Sadiku blocks the Government

· Serbia violates Kosovo’s sovereignty with trains

· Vetëvendosja: EULEX – the [new] Pillar I of UNMIK

· Saviano: The Albanian mafia will make Kosovo like Columbia

Other headlines

· Çeku: Delay in forming of KSF damages partnership with NATO (4)

· Daci: Serbia’s trains are detrimental for Kosovo’s authority (4)

· Serbs protest in Gracanica against Serbian authorities (5)

· Serb police officers will work with EULEX (6)

· Bugajski: EULEX’s manoeuvres (10)

Zëri

Front page

· Who will decide whether there will be elections next year?

· Shala: Law and order for all

· Serb train in Zvecan – proof of mess of competencies in Kosovo

· Sejdiu: It’s time for UNMIK to be removed, EULEX will have a European mandate

· Russia’s participation in EULEX, possible?

· LDK will try to elect its chief executive officer today

Other headlines

· Kermabon says UNMIK is to be asked about Belgrade-Zvecan train (4)

· EULEX must implement the six points, says Bogdanovic (4)

· Daci: Our national and international position keeps getting weaker (6)

Kosova Sot 

Front page

· Kermabon: Ask UNMIK about the train 

· Traffic lights await EULEX 

· Sejdiu: Triple governing  

Other headlines

· Eight package laws approved (2)

· Miric scandal, suspected for fraud (3)

· Chevalier: EULEX, the most important EU mission (4)

· Saviano: They want to make Kosovo a Europe’s Columbia (8)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Six months of the Constitution 

· This is why Kosovo needs EULEX 

· Serbs boycott EU project for development of municipalities 

· Assembly endorsed last Ahtisaari laws 

Other headlines

· Canak: Who will Russians speak to in Kosovo about the pipeline  (2)

· Jeremic asks the Parliament to ratify state policy on Kosovo (3)

· Minister Bajrami visits French Constitutional Council (3)

· Demaçi requests an office from the European Parliament (4)

· Kermabon: Kosovo, a multiethnic police under a single command (5)

· Kermabon: UNMIK to be asked on the train issue (5)

Express

Front page

· The test of power

· We have no clue

· UNMIK will not have a role

· Division of Trepça is legalized

· Better from 2008-12-17

Other headlines

· Limani: Independence and Coma (3)

· Serb expectations from Obama (4)

· U.S. policy in the region does not change (5)

· Kosovo Railways – who is the boss? (11)
Lajm
Front page

· Political chaos  

· The order will be set up together
· Stop the illegal train Zvecan-Belgrade

· Peter Feith is creating a Serb republic in Kosovo

Other headlines

· Zannier: The year 2008 was very important to Kosovo (2)

· Chevalier: In Kosovo there is perspective for all (2)

· Sejdiu: UNMIK without a role (3)

· Only 20 policemen came back  (4)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Assembly members: Ahtisaari, a package of laws without end

· Kermabon: EULEX and the government decide about rule of law in whole territory of Kosovo

· First consulates next month

Other headlines 

· Disagreements for the appointment of the head of LDK (2)

· Eight Ahtisaari laws approved (3)

· Sejdiu: Constitution is basic lawful determination  (5)

InfoPress 
Front page

· When do EULEX decide?

· Kermabon: EULEX is a technical mission and doesn’t get involved in status issues

· The Minister Fatmir Limaj comments the entry of the Serb train in north of Kosovo

Other headlines 

· Bogdanovic: ‘Albanians pressure EULEX’ (2)

· Six more laws approved from the package (2)

· Six-points not bonding (4)

· Today, the boss!? (5)

· Kosovo achievement of the year (5)

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Serb policemen to work with EULEX (Beta)

· Micunovic: Expectations from Obama (Beta)

· EULEX to investigate crimes (Beta)

Serb policemen to work with EULEX (Beta)

Serb Kosovo policemen from Kosovska Mitrovica will be sending reports on their work to EULEX police, North Police Station chief Milija Milosevic said. Milosevic said that he met with EULEX police commissioner Rainer Kuehn regarding the current activities of the KPS, specifically in the north. “We did not make any concrete agreement, because Kuehn was visiting all police stations in northern Kosovo,” Milosevic said, adding that he expects EULEX to discuss cooperation with the KPS early next year. 

Micunovic: Expectations from Obama (Beta)

The Chairman of the DS political council Dragoljub Micunovic opines that the new American President Barak Obama should advocate the protection of territorial integrity. “We expect Obama to advocate the stand that defines internationally-legally the position of countries that have problems with secession, as well as to continue to follow the wish to resolve political problems peacefully, with tolerance and justice,” said Micunovic at the promotion of the book by Obama entitled “The Dreams of My Father” at the Belgrade Political Science Faculty. He stated that Serbia will respect the opinion of the ICJ in case of the assessment of the legality of independence of Kosovo, i.e. that he hopes that the conflict that “on the one side stems from the right of nations to self-determination, and on the other from the also relevant principle of territorial integrity” will be resolved.


US Ambassador in Belgrade Cameron Munter said that the US policy towards Serbia and the region would not change after Barak Obama assumes the duty of the president. Munter told the press following the meeting of the American Chamber of Commerce in Serbia that he received such assurances in talks with the representatives of Obama’s team in Washington last week.


EULEX to investigate crimes (Beta)

The Human Rights Watch (HRW) stated that EULEX should correct the mistakes in the legal system of Kosovo. In a letter sent to EULEX Head Yves de Kermabon, the organization suggests the priorities in the work of the mission towards fulfilling the mandate – the establishment of rule of law in Kosovo. The suggestions include the necessity of progress in bringing verdicts linked to the unrests of 17 March 2004, as well as the war crimes during the 1999 conflict. It also insists that EULEX must exert pressure on Kosovo institutions to investigate the reliability of the latest assertions on the transfer of Serb prisoners to Albania in 1999. “While the CoE Parliamentary Assembly commenced the investigation, the Kosovo authorities categorically refuse an investigation despite the seriousness of the accusations and do not wish to continue to proceed in that direction without clear EU signals,” HRW wrote to Kermabon. 
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