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__________________________________________________
· Revote on 9 January, commissioners to be replaced (dailies)

· Vetëvendosje to file 15 lawsuits (dailies)

· PDK no sufficient ‘numbers’ to form government (Zëri, Epoka e Re)

· EU does not impede Thaçi to create the Government (Express) 

· Trajkovic: No coalition with Thaçi, LDK could do (Koha Ditore) 

· Thaçi promises that he will protect the image of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Kuçi: We will sue Marty and The Guardian newspaper (Koha Ditore)

· Serwer: CoE’s report presents no arguments (Zëri)

· Decision to temporarily release Haradinaj annulled (dailies)

· EULEX raids MEF and Customs (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Revote on 9 January, commissioners to be replaced (dailies)

The papers report that Elections Complaints and Appeals Panel has confirmed that the election process has been manipulated in Skenderaj, Drenas, Decan and Malisheve. Central Election Commission has subsequently taken the decision on Thursday evening to repeat elections in the municipality of Decan and Skenderaj where the turnout was reported to be 98 percent. Except these two municipalities, CEC has also decided to have a revote in Drenas where, according to the data presented from the monitors of political parties and other relevant institutions, 94 percent of the citizens have voted. 
This institution has also decided that general elections are to be repeated also in the Shalë village, municipality of Lipjan, and also in the village Llashkadrenovc, municipality of Malisheve. The re-elections on this date will not be monitored by the same commissioners who followed the election process of 12 December. This has been ordered to CEC on Thursday from the ECAP. This institution has announced that the names of commissioners and the monitors, who manipulated with the process in the above municipalities, will be sent to the prosecutor.

Vetëvendosje to file 15 lawsuits (dailies)

Officials from the Vetëvendosje movement announced they will file 15 criminal lawsuits against people they said exercised violence during elections and breached the law in Deçan and elsewhere in Kosovo. Dardan Molliqaj from the movement said the turnout of over 96% of voters in some polling stations in Deçan municipality shows clearly that AAK, LDK, LDD and PDK have manipulated the votes of the citizens. 

PDK no sufficient ‘numbers’ to form government (Zëri, Epoka e Re)

Hashim Thaçi’s PDK at present has no sufficient votes to form the government even if final elections results confirm the same percentage as the preliminary ones, claims Zëri. The only party that has set no red lines against coalition with PDK is Behgjet Pacolli’s AKR while with regards to the minority votes, Thaçi is not expected to get support from more than 15-17 MPs from communities. The only one that can save Thaçi, adds the paper, is Ramush Haradinaj’s AAK as it would provide the necessary numbers for creation of the Government and stability of the Assembly.

Epoka e Re quotes sources saying that a meeting was held between Thaçi and Pacolli and the two discussed the possibility of reaching a coalition. One of the options discussed was Pacolli taking over the post of Kosovo president. The two leaders agreed to continue negotiations until they find an acceptable formula for both sides.

EU does not impede Thaçi to create the Government (Express) 

Based on the Serbian daily Blic, Express reports that the European Union will not undertake any measure to impede the creation of the new government by Hashim Thaçi, despite Dick Marty’s report. “Creation of the new government, discussions between Pristina and Belgrade and the report of the Council of Europe are two separate processes,” sources from the office of the EU High Representative Catherine Ashton are quoted as saying. “No one is guilty prior to being sentenced. EU expects for the election process to conclude soon, to investigate the suspects involved in corruption and to create a new government with a European mandate,” said Ashton. 

Trajkovic: No coalition with Thaçi, LDK could do (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the leader of the Joint Serb List that participated in the elections of 12 December, Rada Trajkovic, announced that this list does not want to be part of the eventual government of Hashim Thaçi. Trajkovic said for B92 that Thaçi has contacted her several times, but she has refused and added that she does not want to give him immunity for everything that he did. “Thaçi is seeking a road toward his immunity, therefore he wants Serbs to be in part of that government. He has contacted me for this several times, last time last night. He needs immunity through an institutional position, however I am certain that there are no Serbs that join that government now,” said Trajkovic. 

Speaking about Dick Marty’s accusations, Trajkovic said that from different sources of KFOR, it is known that there are mass graves with Serb bodies in northern Albania. She added during the all time of the crimes, UNMIK and EULEX “have been only numb observers.” 

Thaçi promises that he will protect the image of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that after the approval of the shocking report of Dick Marty in the Council of Europe for the organs trafficking by KLA and trafficking of narcotics and weapons, the outgoing Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi has reacted harshly calling the report politically motivated from Belgrade and a 15-years summary of Belgrade propaganda. The draft report of the Council of Europe rapporteur, Dick Marty, has been approved by the Council of Europe, where through a joint statement, the committee of legal issues of Parliamentarian Assembly of Council of Europe, has called for a series of international investigations about organ trafficking, corruption and secret agreements between organized criminal groups and political circles in Kosovo. 
The shocking report of Dick Marty has flooded all world media, while severely damaging the image of the country and the KLA war. Thaçi stated that he will protect the image of Kosovo with all legal and political means, without precising what these include.

Kuçi: We will sue Marty and The Guardian newspaper (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that while Prime Minister did not want to specify if he is going to sue Marty in connection with the report, his deputy, Hajredin Kuçi, said to the newspaper that Kosovo government will sue the Council of Europe rapporteur for slander. “We will sue him for libel and for damaging the authority of the Prime Minister. I think that we will sue him in the state he works, but also the newspaper where it was published,” said Kuçi alluding to the British newspaper The Guardian which for the first time published details of Marty’s report. 
KLA war associations also reacted against the report and expressed their deepest regret for the absurdity of the report, invented with racist statements, as they said, of the Council of Europe rapporteur Dick Marty, an anti-Albanian plotter. Vetëvendosje movement has also reacted against Marty’s report evaluating it as a tendency to stain the KLA, this time through Hashim Thaçi. Vetëvendosje said the report was unacceptable and aims to degrade the liberation war of the people of Kosovo.

Serwer: CoE’s report presents no arguments (Zëri)

Balkans analyst Daniel Serwer said the Council of Europe’s report that contains allegations against PM Thaçi for heading an organized crime network has no arguments to support these charges. Serwer criticized the tone of the report but added that an investigations commission should clarify as to what really happened. He said allegations against Thaçi worsen even more the post-election situation in Kosovo.

Decision to temporarily release Haradinaj annulled (dailies)

ICTY in The Hague has decided to annul decision to temporarily release the AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj after the prosecution appealed the decision. Prosecution argued that Haradinaj’s presence in Kosovo would intimidate potential witnesses in his case. The previous decision permitted Haradinaj stay in Kosovo from 17 December to 14 January 2011. 

EULEX raids MEF and Customs (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that EULEX police have interviewed Naim Huruglica, General Director of Kosovo Customs and Lulzim Rafuna, head of legal department in Ministry of Economy and Finances and at the same time Director of legal Directorate in Customs Service. 
The investigation is related to the suspicion of misuses of official duty and abuse of economic authorizations in connection with cigarettes import in December 2008. According to EULEX, investigations are expected to raise the number of suspects. The investigations that EULEX police and prosecutors carried out at the headquarters of Customs have started Thursday morning, and continued through the afternoon with the questioning of two senior officials of Customs, Naim Huruglica and Lulzim Rafuna. Both of them are suspected to have benefited illegally through a decision at the time of the raise of tax of cigarettes for which Koha Ditore has reported few months ago. An EULEX senior official told the paper that the investigations in all cases are taking time “developments are showing that we are acting and we are going to act in all cases.”
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· EULEX searches MEF and Customs 

· Revote on 9 January, commissioners to be replaced 

· Consolidation of institutions, hostage to elections disputes

· Krasniqi: Civil society and the police also to blame for elections

· Decision to temporarily release Haradinaj annulled 

Other headlines

· Thaçi promises to protect Kosovo image (2)

· LDD changes its mind, doesn’t accept elections result (6)

· Naser Rugova abandons Daci (6)

· Trajkovic: No coalition with Thaçi, LDK could do (6)

· Vetëvendosje to file 15 lawsuits against vote violators (7)

· Ahmeti: There were misuses in all municipalities (7)

Zëri
Front page

· “War” of candidates 

· EULEX searches Ministry of Economy and Customs 

· PDK no sufficient “numbers” to form government

· Ramush not released 

· Thaçi: Scandalous report  

Other headlines

· Trajkovic: Not in Thaçi’s government (2)

· Hrebickova pleased with Kosovo (2)

· Serwer: CoE’s report presents no arguments (4)

· Yellow House and shame (4)

· Skenderaj, Drenas and Deçan head to revote (5)

· Corruption, concerning (6)

· LDD doesn’t accept elections result (9)

· Naser Rugova resigns (9)

· Vetëvendosje to file 15 lawsuits (9)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Runoff in Skenderaj, Drenas, Deçan, Malishevë and Lipjan

· Post-election “coincidence” 

· Customs and Ministry of Customs raided 

· EC: Marty’s accusations should be investigated

· Jakup Krasniqi’s votes also stolen 

· Rugova and Arifi resign

Other headlines

· LDD does not recognize elections (2)

· Vetëvendosje to raise 15 charges (2)

· Thaçi: Dick Marty is slandering (3)

· Vetëvendosje: Accusations against Thaçi, pressure for discussions (4)

· Haradinaj will not be released (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Runoff again

· Thaçi meets with Pacolli

· Thaçi denies Mart’s accusations

· No evidence found on transplanting organs 

· Naser Rugova offers resignation

Other headlines

· Xhavit Haliti denies accusations presented in the report (2)

· Server: Council of Europe report does not present facts (2)

· KLA will never be mistreated (4)

· Elections to be repeated in three municipalities (5)

· AAK contests ECAP decision, appeals at the Supreme Court (5)

· Now, Daci does not accept the result of elections either (6)

· Vetëvendosje will press charges against manipulators of votes (7)

Express

Front page

· Search for cigarettes

· Message from Pristina for Dick Marty

· Thefts concluded 

· Haradinaj remains in Hague

Other headlines

· Raci: A wrong approach (2)

· Mirena: The factor from paper (3)

· EU does not prevent Thaçi to create government (4)

· All responsible for elections (4)

· Trajkovic: Not with Thaçi, it can be with LDK (5)

· FAIR: Election crime happened (5)

· State and society failed on 12 December (5)
Bota Sot
Front page

· Yellow libel of Dick Marty according to the lies of Del Ponte

· Thaçi: Marty’s report, filled with libel and lies 

Other headlines

· Krasniqi: Everyone has helped that elections to be damaged (2)

· American state invests in justice in the most pro-American state (4)

· CDHRF: Yellow house and shame!  (4)

· Corruption has damaged to the Kosovo budged 6 million (6)

· Ahmeti: FAIR does not accept elections as democratic (6)

· Announces charge for the vote stealers (7)

· Engel: The elections of 12 December were expression of democracy (8)

· Daci: We don’t accept election result (9)

· Ministry of Finances and Kosovo Customs raided (11)

· Tribunal annuls the decision for the temporary release of Haradinaj (11)

InfoPress
Front page

· Repetition of elections in 5 municipalities
Other headlines

· Bunch of scandalous libels (2)
· EULEX: There are no proof for organ trafficking (5)
· Refused the release of Haradinaj (2)

· Accusations of Marty, to have international investigation (3)

· Technical government until March? (4)

· CDHRF: Marty’s report, racist (4)

· LDD does not accept the results of elections (4)

· Krasniqi, conspirative organization in elections (5)

· Moratinos: Serbs know that Kosovo is independent (5) 
· EULEX investigates in the import of tobacco (10)
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