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· Kosovo becomes newest state in the world (Dailies)

· International reactions to independence of Kosovo (Zëri)

· Recognition starts today (Koha Ditore)

· Sejdiu informs Ban Ki-moon about declaration of independence (Zëri)

· Positions at the UN Security Council shift (Express)

· Blast in the courtyard of the court in the north (Koha Ditore)

· Reactions in Serbia (Express)

· Serbs attack the U.S. Embassy (Zëri)

· Serbs in a protest against independence (Koha Ditore)

· Vetëvendosje does not celebrate (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Kosovo becomes newest state in the world (Dailies)

Kosovo Assembly yesterday declared independence of Kosovo with 109 votes in favour and none against thus, as Koha Ditore puts it, bringing an end to the disintegration of former Yugoslavia. Kosovo now is the 193rd country in the world.

Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi who read the declaration of independence said it reflects the will of the Kosovo people and is in full accordance to the proposal presented by UN Status Envoy Marti Ahtisaari. 

“We have waited for this day for a long time. Many people have given so much to make the day of Kosovo’s Independence a reality,” Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi is quoted in Zëri.

President Fatmir Sejdiu said Kosovo declares independence with the blessing from the world and that on this day Kosovo remembers many sacrifices that led to this event. “We remember mothers and fathers who experienced unexplainable difficulties so that their sons and daughter could live freely,” said Sejdiu adding that on this day Kosovo remembers its later President Ibrahim Rugova, Adem Jashari and Kosovo Liberation Army.

Both Thaçi and Sejdiu called on the Serbian community in Kosovo to work together with Kosovo institutions and make Kosovo a democratic and multiethnic country. Thaçi and Sejdiu delivered parts of their address in Serbian language.

Kosovo Assembly also approved proposal for the new flag of Kosovo, a yellow map of Kosovo with six white stars above set in a blue background. 

Kosovo leaders immediately after declaring independence called on the international community to recognize the state of Kosovo. 

Zëri reports that Kosovo Serb members of the Assembly did not take part in the session. 

International reactions to independence of Kosovo (Zëri)

In a statement, U.S. State Department said it takes under consideration the fact that Kosovo has declared its independence and welcomed the commitment of Kosovo Government to implement provisions from Marti Ahtisaari’s proposal for protection of minority communities in Kosovo. State Department said that U.S. always believed that Ahtisaari’s document is the best document to promote regional stability in the Balkans.

NATO officials in Brussels said yesterday that the Alliance will respond to any act of violence in Kosovo and called on all sides to show restraint. NATO also added it would continue to stay in Kosovo. “All sides should understand that KFOR will continue its tasks to guarantee a safe and secure environment for all citizens of Kosovo for as long as the UN Security Council doesn’t decide otherwise,” said NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer.

EU High Representative Javier Solana issued a statement following declaration of Kosovo’s independence calling on Kosovo leaders to act maturely and responsibly. “I am in close and permanent contact with Kosovo and regional leaders. I want to underline that stability in Kosovo and the Balkans is crucial,” said Solana adding that EU foreign ministers will further discuss the issue in their upcoming meeting.

Prime Minister of Slovenia which holds the EU Presidency, Janez Jansa, said declaration of Kosovo’s independence did not come as a surprise. “It happened after all possibilities for a negotiated solution were exhausted,” he said adding that Slovenia will coordinate future steps with its European partners.

French Foreign Minister, Bernard Kouchner, who was visiting Jerusalem when Kosovo declared its independence, said he wishes Kosovo good luck. “We should not take things tragically. 

German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier called on all sides to show restraint and moderation. He said it is important for EU foreign ministers to show unity during their meeting today.

Slovakia said it will follow the situation in Kosovo closely and will also see how the international community will react. Following this, Slovakia will decide what next steps it will undertake.

Statement from Montenegrin capital Podgorica said Montenegro will not be the first nor the last country to recognize independence of Kosovo and they will wait for the reaction of EU member states and act accordingly. 

Recognition starts today (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that most European states have expressed that their positions for the recognition of Kosovo’s independence will be known after their Foreign Ministers meeting in Brussels, to take place today, Monday. The paper further says that some states have already declared their support to the independence.

The official stance of Washington on Kosovo’s independence will be known very soon, said the U.S. State Department spokesperson Sean McCormack. He added that Washington will carefully work on protecting minority rights in Kosovo.

“We are informed that Kosovo has declared independence today. We hail clear messages of Kosovo Government that they will promptly implement the points of the plan of the UN special Envoy Marti Ahtisaari for the protection of minorities,” the paper quotes McCormack as saying.

Sejdiu informs Ban Ki-moon about declaration of independence (Zëri)

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said he has received notification by the Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu on the intention of Pristina to abide by the provisions of Martti Ahtisaari’s proposal and guarantees that the rights of minority communities in Kosovo will not be breached.

Positions at the UN Security Council shift (Express)

The paper writes that declaration of Kosovo’s independence has changed the position of countries members of the UN Security Council. The paper says that up until Kosovo declared independence Russia was threatening to adopt a Resolution but that now Russia is expected to call for sessions of the Security Council and propose draft-resolutions. 
Blast in the courtyard of the court in the north (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that there was an explosion last night around 18.00hrs in the courtyard if the District Court in northern part of Mitrovica but that no people were injured. The police found another explosive device in the northern Mitrovica which did not go off. 

Police say the explosion happened in yet unknown circumstances. 

Reactions in Serbia (Express)

Immediately after Kosovo declared independence, reports said that heads of Serbia’s institutions have reacted by saying that their country is facing its most difficult moments.

Serbian President Boris Tadic said that Serbia should not make hasted steps and it should help compatriots in the province. He asked from UNMIK and KFOR more security for Serbs.

Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica said that unilateral declaration of independence represent the final act of the policy that started with NATO aggression against Serbia in 1999. He said that NATO and the U.S. are to blame for this event.

“I do not expect EU to recognise Kosovo, whoever decides to recognise Kosovo as a state, it can count that it will not have the same relations with Serbia,” said Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic.

Bishop Artemije said that Serbia should take up arms and declare that Kosovo is an “occupied territory” and it should buy arms from Russia to get it back.

Serbs attack the U.S. Embassy (Zëri)

The paper reports that while objecting Kosovo’s independence and accusing U.S. for direct support for Kosovo Albanians, protestors started throwing stones and Molotov cocktails towards the US Embassy and shouted ultra-nationalistic slogans.

The paper reports that there were demolitions of panes at the U.S. Embassy in Belgrade. Also panes of the Slovenian Embassy have been broken. The paper reports that 20 people were injured and that police used teargas and is guarding the government buildings. Demonstrators were holding Serbian flags and the slogans “Kosovo is Serbia”, “We do not give up Kosovo”, “Save Serbia and kill yourself, Kostunica”, “Kill, slay, so that there will be no Albanians any more”.
Serbs in a protest against independence (Koha Ditore)

The newly-formed Association of Serb settlements in Kosovo has called on the Serbs in Mitrovica to take part in a protest against declaration of Kosovo’s independence. The protest is set to be held on 18 February 18, at 12.00 in northern Mitrovica, the paper reports.

Vetëvendosje does not celebrate (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that Sunday was an ordinary day for Vetëvendosje Movement activists. They did not celebrate, saying they do not have anything to celebrate.  According to them, Kosovo citizens do not know what they are celebrating.

Glauk Konjufca said that the number of the citizens who know what they are celebrating is small. The rest believe the institutional interpretation that what is happening is the real independence of Kosovo, which, in fact, is not as such.

“This independence is the same with the year 1912, when many territories remained outside,” the paper quotes Konjufca as saying.

Belgrade Media Highlights

· SC consultations devoted to Kosovo end (RTS) 

· Chyzhov: UN SC resolution necessary for sending EU mission (Radio Beograd)

· German, Serbian and Slovenian Foreign Ministers agreed that preserving stability in the Balkans of highest priority (Radio Beograd)

· Brussels: Solana called for peace and responsibility (Tanjug)

· Parliament to meet as soon as possible; big protest on Thursday (RTS/Tanjug)

· Unilateral declaration of independence is moment of injustice for Serbia and international order (Tanjug)

· Serbian Orthodox Church Synod: Violence over justice and law (Beta)

· Explosion in Kosovska Mitrovica (B92)

· Proclamation of independence of Kosovo to influence situation in B&H (Beta)

· Protest over independence of Kosovo held downtown Paris (RTS)

· Аbkhasia and Southern Ossetiya to demand independence; Basque considers Kosovo to be a lesson that should be followed (Radio Beograd)

SC consultations devoted to Kosovo end (RTS) 

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has stated that he had received from the Kosovo Premier assurances on Pristina’s adherence to Martti Ahtisaari’s plan and assurances that the “rights of ethnic minorities will not be violated.” Ki-moon also received a letter from the Serbian President in which the proclamation of independence was labeled as “forceful unilateral separation of part of the territory of the Republic of Serbia.” “We regret that the SC cannot agree regarding the further steps; it has been clear for months that nothing will change, but we are resolute to take over responsibility through the EU and NATO in order to secure stability and safety of the region. That is the key interest of the UN,” said the Belgian Ambassador with the UN Johan Verbeke who read a joint letter by Belgium, France, Italy, Great Britain, Germany, Croatia and the US. “We believe that Martti Ahtisaari’s proposal on supervised independence is the only available solution for stability and safety of the region,” Verbeke said after SC consultations on Kosovo prior to the SC session convened after the proclamation of independence of Kosovo. The international community will continue to have its role, stressed Verbeke. “This process is in full coordination with international law, including UNSCR 1244, it provides a framework for transition towards a new lasting status of Kosovo,” Verbeke said and added that this resolution provides basis for continued international presence in Kosovo in the new phase.

The Russian Ambassador with the UN Vitalii Churkin has stated following consultations that agreement was reached that UNSCR 1244 remains in force. As far as we are concerned, it is very important that we have reached agreement on UNSCR 1244 remaining in force, as well as the UN presence in Kosovo. The Secretary-General told us that the UNMIK Head would keep his authorities. We were told that in today’s Pristina Declaration it stands that UNSCR 1244 is in force. If this is true, then it is not clear what is the legal basis to even consider the recognition of unilaterally proclaimed independence. Our stand is that the international community should discard the Declaration on Independence and for the UNMIK Head to proclaim it null and void,” Churkin said.


Chyzhov: UN SC resolution necessary for sending EU mission (Radio Beograd)

The Russian permanent representative with the EU in Brussels Vladimir Chyzhov has stated that an adequate UN SC resolution is necessary for sending the civil-police EU mission to Kosovo. Russia would not oppose for the “EU to take over responsibility for what is occurring in Kosovo” and “it even wouldn’t be against the mission if it would be sent based on a SC resolution that doesn’t exist to this date,” Chyzhov said in interview to Ria Novosti. He reminded that UNSCR 1244 of 1999 envisaged the sending of a UN civil mission and a military mission in the form of international peace forces under the auspices of NATO – KFOR. “Any change of that format requires a new resolution,” said the Russian Ambassador.

German, Serbian and Slovenian Foreign Ministers agreed that preserving stability in the Balkans of highest priority (Radio Beograd)

The German Foreign Ministry has announced that German Foreign Minister Walter Steinmeier has spoken about the events in Kosovo with Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic and Slovenian Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel over the phone. “The ministers have agreed that preservation of stability in the region is of highest priority,” reads the announcement. That requires “peace and reason” from all participants, stressed Steinmeier. The statement stresses that the ministers explicitly rejected any form of violence. “The Balkans has experienced in the past enough violence and this is not a solution for the upcoming issues and challenges,” reads the statement and underlines that the EU foreign ministers will discuss on Monday how to proceed in a new situation.

Brussels: Solana called for peace and responsibility (Tanjug)

EU High Representative Javier Solana has stated in Brussels that the stability of Kosovo and the entire Balkans are of key importance, and he called for peace and responsible conduct. I am constantly in contact with Kosovo and the leaders in the region, and I would like to underline that the stability in the province is of utmost significance, said Solana. 

Parliament to meet as soon as possible; big protest on Thursday (RTS/Tanjug)

Serbian President Boris Tadic, Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica and SRS Deputy President Tomislav Nikolic have agreed in Belgrade Sunday evening that a Serbian Parliament session needs to be held as soon as possible, where the Serbian Government decision on annulling the illegal proclamation of independence of Kosovo would be confirmed. It was agreed at the meeting to hold a protest rally in Belgrade on 21 February in the organization of the government and parliamentary parties on the occasion of proclamation of independence of Kosovo. 

Unilateral declaration of independence is moment of injustice for Serbia and international order (Tanjug)

Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic said that the unilateral declaration of independence of Kosovo is a moment of injustice for Serbia, but also for international order. Djelic told Tanjug that this is a moment of injustice not only done to the Serbian people and those in the Serbian southern province who are loyal to Serbia, but this is also injustice to international system that was with great difficulties created after WWII. According to Djelic, politicians in Serbia at this moment must be united, but also wise in choosing the most suitable ways to defend the state interest in Kosovo. It is best to fight for Kosovo with legal means, first by annulling this decision, like the Serbian Government did on 14 February, and like the Parliament will do on Monday, but also by finding ways to further strengthen our country, the Deputy Prime Minister stressed. He noted that only a strong Serbia could be integrated in international systems to defend its state interest everywhere and at all forums and also to have the economic and institutional power to defend its Kosovo. Djelic stressed that Serbia must not react to this injustice through self-isolation, and added that it would be very wrong to opt for that as it would weaken Serbia and its institutions and disable any stronger form of support to our citizens in Kosovo loyal to Serbia.


Serbian Orthodox Church Synod: Violence over justice and law (Beta)

The Serbian Orthodox Church Synod has assessed today’s proclamation of Kosovo’s independence as an illegitimate act of violence over law and justice. In a statement after the extraordinary Synod session, it is stated that the secession of Kosovo from Serbia is a violence characteristic only of periods of occupation and tyranny. The Synod has invited the Raska-Prizren Bishop Artemije, the clergy and Kosovo Serbs, as well as other people in the province endangered by this disgraceful act, to stay in their household and close to their sanctities, while keeping their calm and confidence in the final victory of the Godly justice. The Synod expressed the expectation that the UN and the SC will act in the spirit of their UNSCR 1244 and international obligations, thus taking into protection the violated human, religious and the rights of the Republic of Serbia. 

Explosion in Kosovska Mitrovica (B92)

An explosion occurred in Kosovska Mitrovica, local police has confirmed for B92. UNMIK’s judiciary building has been the target in the northern, mostly Serb-inhabited part of the divided town. No injuries were reported. KPS spokesman Besim Hoti also said that two UN vehicles were damaged in the blast that occurred around 6p.m. According to him, another unexploded device was discovered in the area. The bridge over the Ibar River, which separates the town in two, has been heavily guarded by NATO troops for fear of incidents. 

Proclamation of independence of Kosovo to influence situation in B&H (Beta)

The Serb member of the B&H Presidency Nebojsa Radmanovic has stated that unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo will reflect the situation in B&H. Recalling that the B&H Presidency had earlier established the stand according to which the Kosovo issue is Serbia’s internal problem and that it should be resolved in agreement with Belgrade and Pristina, with the mediation of the international community, he stated that such a stand implicates that unilateralness is unacceptable. Unilateralness occurred and this will certainly influence relations in B&H, which are already very difficult. In such a situation I call on restraint and calmness, said Radmanovic. According to him, if unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo is confirmed this will reflect on B&H, like many other countries in Europe.

Protest over independence of Kosovo held downtown Paris (RTS)

More than 1,500 Serbs and their French friends protested downtown Paris over unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo and France’s intention to recognize secession of this Serbian province. The participants of the gathering, including the Serbian Ambassador in Paris Predrag Simic, sent a protest letter to President Nicholas Sarkozy on behalf of 130,000 Serbs who live in France in which they demanded him not to recognize independence of Kosovo. The participants of the gathering demanded Sarkozy not to bring the decision on recognizing independence of Kosovo without the knowledge of the French Parliament, because neither the parliament nor the French nation would allow this.

Аbkhasia and Southern Ossetiya to demand independence; Basque considers Kosovo to be a lesson that should be followed (Radio Beograd)

Abkhasia and Southern Ossetiya, separatist Georgian regions, have announced that they will demand from Russia and the UN recognition of their independence, Radio Free Europe reports. “The situation in Kosovo represents a precedent. We cannot speak of a unique case. Abkhasia will soon address the Russian Parliament and the UN SC and demand recognition of independence,” this territory’s president Sergey Bagap said after Kosovo had proclaimed independence. The leader of Southern Ossetiya Eduard Kokoyiti said that “what Kosovo had done had already happened in Abkhasia and Southern Ossetiya.” He announced that Southern Ossetiya would soon demand, just as Abkhasia, recognition of independence.
The example of Kosovo shows that the respect of civil will is the key to the resolution of difficult political problems, the spokesperson of the regional Basque government Miren Askarte said in San Sebastian. The authorities in the Spanish province of Basque, which is fighting for independence, consider that proclamation of independence of Kosovo is a “lesson that should be followed when it comes to the peaceful and democratic resolution of problems of identity and affiliation.”
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