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Main Stories                                 18 February
__________________________________________________
· Kosovo celebrates (dailies)  
· Feith: The talks on status are unrealistic (Koha Ditore)
· Jeremic: The United Nations continues to insist on the six points (Koha Ditore)

· Serbs in Zvecan approve declaration against Kosovo’s independence (Zëri)

· Haradinaj: State is being transformed into private property (dailies) 
· Washington congratulates Kosovars, invites Sejdiu and Thaçi for visit on 26 February (dailies) 

Kosovo Media Highlights 

Kosovo celebrates (dailies)  
The celebration yesterday of the first anniversary of Kosovo’s declaration of independence is the main story in all the dailies. They report that Kosovo citizens marked the first anniversary in a dignified manner. Koha Ditore reports that the celebration was calm and without incidents, but as glorious as a year ago. While the institutions organized refrained ceremonies, numerous citizens of Kosovo started celebrating in the streets of Kosovo’s cities from the early hours, reports this daily. 

All dailies carry on their front pages pictures of the celebration in the streets of Kosovo.  Express on its front page carries a single headline: Yes, we can, adding that for one year Kosovo proved it could function as a state.  

Feith: Talks on status are unrealistic (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that International Civilian Representative and at the same time EU Special Envoy for Kosovo Pieter Feith told radio Deutsche Welle that Belgrade has to face the task of balancing its approach to Kosovo with its European perspective. “It is not realistic to think that Kosovo authorities would be ready to negotiate the status issue again, but I think that they can talk about technical issues, without prejudgment regarding the Serbian stance on status,” said Feith.

According to Feith, Kosovo is moving forward well and has undertaken steps towards the European Union. “Of course there are many challenges ahead of us. There are a lot of things that need to be done. Especially in connection with issues of economic development,” said Feith
Asked to evaluate Serbs’ position in Kosovo, Feith said that “south of the river Ibar, the people are isolated and they are very poor. In the north, the situation is more complicated. It is very difficult to go to the north. I emphasized in Brussels that in the north we have problems with extremist elements and with the existence of organized crime and corruption, which we have to deal with.”
Jeremic: The United Nations continues to insist on the six points (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that Serbia’s Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon confirmed to him that the United Nations supports the stance that the six-point plan should be implemented completely in Kosovo. After meeting with Ban at UN headquarters, Jeremic said that the Secretary-General will report in March to the Security Council about how the six-point plan is being implemented. “This is very important considering that the Security Council gave the international community the mandate to make the six-point plan a reality,” said Jeremic.

Serbs in Zvecan approve declaration against Kosovo’s independence (Zëri)
Zëri reports that the so-called representatives of the Assembly of the Serb Municipalities in Kosovo yesterday in Zvecan approved unanimously a declaration which “confirms” the constitutional stance that “Kosovo is part of Serbia.” Present at the meeting were assembly members of Serbia’s government and opposition whose transport from Belgrade by bus had been officially organized.
In an address to the assembly members, Serbia’s Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic talked of the “bad conditions” of the Serb population in Kosovo. “The independence of Kosovo has brought increased tensions, especially towards Serbs and other non-Albanians. The continuation of the violation of human rights, freedom of movement, and returns are not going in a way that Serbs and other non-Albanian would wish,” said Bogdanovic.
Haradinaj: State is being transformed into private property (dailies) 
Dailies report that AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj at a press conference held yesterday at the party’s headquarters congratulated citizens on the anniversary of independence. However, he warned citizens that the second year of statehood would be more difficult than the first. 

Haradinaj addressed many criticisms toward the address of the Government. “We are witnesses of the transformation of the state into the private property of a leadership that wants to monopolize everything good that we inherited, our entire history and future, and which has transformed Government into organized corruption,” Haradinaj said. 

Washington congratulates Kosovars, invites Sejdiu and Thaçi for a visit on 26 February (dailies) 

Dailies report that the U.S. State Department congratulated Kosovo citizens yesterday for the first anniversary of independence and invited the President and Prime Minister of Kosovo to meet Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on 26 February. 

“The Secretary of State welcomes the meeting with the President and Prime Minister of Kosovo at the State Department that will be held on 26 February in order to reconfirm our commitment of friendship and support for Kosovo,” says the letter released by the State Department Spokesperson, Robert A. Wood, and distributed by the American Embassy on 17 February. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Major celebration of Independence

· Feith: Talks on status are unrealistic
· Haradinaj: State is being transformed into private property of leadership

· Krusha, the place where 17 February does not revive smiles
· Kosovo starts counting years of independence

Other headlines

· Washington congratulates Kosovars, invites Sejdiu and Thaçi for a visit on 26 February (3)

· Homage to the roots of the country (4)

· Citizens: Rugova has set the grounds of this country (5)

· Red and black dominated again (6)

· Government considers Serbia’s declaration against Independence an illusion (6)

· Tirana guarantees continuous support (7)

· Latvia congratulates Kosovo on the independence anniversary (7)

Zëri
Front page

· Kosovo celebrated independence birthday with dignity

· The U.S. congratulates Kosovo people on independence anniversary  

· Presidents Gül and Napolitano congratulate Kosovo for Independence  Day

· Sejdiu and Thaçi thank Kosovo supporters

· Haradinaj: We are witnesses of transformation of state into private property of a leadership

· Feith: EU will be in Kosovo until Kosovo joins EU

· Serbs in Kosovo endorse a declaration against Kosovo’s independence 

Other headlines

· Great Britain hails major prosperity achieved in Kosovo (3)

· Homage at President Rugova’s grave (4)

· Access of media to Assembly facilities restricted (4)

· Police: Quiet celebrations, without incidents (5)

· Homage at Adem Jashari’s grave (5)

· Congratulations arrive from all Albanian territories (6) 

Kosova Sot
Front page

· The state, we made it

· International factor supports the Republic of Kosovo 

· PTK invests millions in Albania

· Sejdiu: Projects for the north

· Serbia turns on the 6 points again 

· Demaçi: Half independent  

· Editorial: The second independence 

Other headlines

· Careful with minorities (3)

· Festive atmosphere in the capital (4)

· The U.S. congratulates Kosovo (4)

· CEFTA, Kosovo accepts discrimination (7)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Kosovo celebrated with dignity
· Clinton invites Sejdiu and Thaçi for a visit to Washington 
· Celebration without incidents 
Other headlines

· Kouchner: Kosovo independence has calmed tensions (2)

· Lithuanian Foreign Minister congratulates Skënder Hyseni (2)

· Kosovo will be strongly supported by internationals (3)

· Gül congratulates Sejdiu on the Independence Day (3)

· The state of successes (4)

· Wisner: Kosovo has marked successes in all fields (4) 

· There was no alternative to Kosovo independence (5)

· Demaçi: My dream for independence was different (6)

· Petersen: EU should condition Serbia (6)

· Busek: EU should pay special attention to Kosovo (7)

· Haradinaj does not stop with accusations (7)

Express
Front page

· Yes, we can 

Other headlines

· As in the day of declaration (4)

· Tadic: Kosovo is not a state (4)

· Demaçi: Two realities for Kosovo (5)

· ‘Confirmed’ as part of Serbia (6)

· Expectation of USA (6)

· Request to Biden and Clinton (6)
· Usual day (7)

· Kumrija home (7)

· Big year (8)

· Fiesta in south, declaration in north (9)

Lajm
Front page

· A historic year

Other headlines

· Celebration started in Prekaz (2)

· USA congratulates Kosovo (3)

· Turkey, Italy and France congratulate the anniversary (3)

· “Financial Times”” Good but still far from the secure future  (4)

· The support of friends continue (4)
· Petersen astonished with the EU stance (4)

· Busek: EU had to pay more attention to Kosovo (4)

· Circus with the assembly members of Serbia (4)

Bota Sot
Front page

· One year of independence enjoying the celebration

Other headlines 

· The state of the United States (2)

· A toast for the birthday of the independence (2)

· Turkey committed to help Kosovo (2)

· In the north the Albanians celebrate independence, Serbs demanding

     division (3)

· The illegal acts in the north, failure of Serb adventure (3)

· Europe in the political exile of the Russian ‘veto’ (3)

· Kosovo independence the end of suffering and tragedies (4)

· Honoured from the citizens but not from the government (5)
InfoPress 
Front page

· Kosovo in celebration
Other headlines 

· Leaning in front of the people (2)

· Celebration in the USA (2)

· Celebration that breathes Albanian (3)

· Kosovo celebrates, Haradinaj boycotts (3)

· Congratulations also from the international community (4)

· Prekaz outlined the establishment of independence (5)

· Demaçi: Living in two realities (5)

· Without incidents (8)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· UN to stay in the province (RTS)

· Tadic: We will not change our stand on Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug/Beta)

· Tadic: Russia’s position to be respected (Tanjug)

· Cvetkovic: Serbian Government will never recognize acts of Kosovo institutions (RTS)

· Declaration against the Independence (RTS)
· Bogdanovic: Problematic actions of EULEX (Beta)

· Feith: It is unrealistic to expect new talks on the status of Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Fear that perpetrators will remain unpunished (Tanjug)

· Serb man wounded near Gnjilane (B92)

· Albanian flag hung on Orthodox Church in village of Brod (Tanjug)

· Albanian detained for possession of an explosive (Tanjug)

UN to stay in the province (RTS)

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic met in New York with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. Jeremic said after the meeting that Ban confirmed that the UN position remains that the six-point plan must be applied in its entirety in Kosovo. Jeremic also revealed that Ban will in March report to the Security Council on the progress in the plan’s implementation. “This is very important, considering that the Security Council has given a mandate to the international community to make the six points a reality,” Jeremic said. He added that Belgrade is dedicated to the document, and that the authorities will actively cooperate with the UN in applying it. Serbia accepted the deployment of EU mission EULEX in Kosovo after it agreed on the six-point plan with the UN late last year. The UN, Jeremic also said, are not giving up on their presence in the province, their role defined by UNSCR 1244, or the implementation of the plan. Serbia will “in the days, months, and if need be, years” to come fight to preserve the state and constitutional order using peaceful, legal, political and diplomatic means, he said. “Never, not at any price, and not in any way will we desist from that fight. That is our constitutional, political and moral obligation and we will persevere until the final victory.” 

The foreign minister will continue his visit to UN HQ on Wednesday, when he is scheduled to meet with the Russian and Chinese UN ambassadors.

Tadic: We will not change our stand on Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug/Beta)

Serbian President Boris Tadic reiterated in a text in Washington Times that under no conditions Serbia will recognize independence of Kosovo and that such a stand will not be changed, as it is founded in the Constitution. He described the unilateral proclamation of that independence as a direct breach of UNSCR 1244 and the Final Helsinki Act, for which reason most UN member-states have refused to recognize that independence. The method of approach to the Kosovo issue was a failure and the international community should not have done something like that at the moment when the world is facing huge changes. Secession cannot be imposed by force on a democratic country, he said and emphasized that Serbia has responded to it by well thought-out measures, aimed at the defence of its sovereignty and territorial integrity by peaceful means. Legitimate interested forces should now find a way for a constructive cooperation regarding a series of practical issue and to invest efforts so the Kosovo issue is not related to EU integrations of the region in any manner.

Tadic: Russia’s position to be respected (Tanjug)

Russia continues to play a key role in the resolution of the Kosovo issue, Serbian President Boris Tadic said, stating that the activities of Moscow in that direction deserve the deepest respect of Serbia. During the debate on Kosovo, Russia has always taken a principled position, which I can confirm as a participant in a series of UN SC sessions, Tadic told Itar Tass. Commenting on the anniversary of the unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo, Tadic said that an indisputable principle must be the starting point, which is the fact that Serbia will never recognize independence of its southern province. He said that EULEX has been deployed in Kosovo in accordance with a UN SC decision and that Serbia has been defined as its key partner. He said he expects the International Court of Justice will make a positive decision for Serbia as to the issue of legality of independence of Kosovo, after which Belgrade will renew steps to return the whole process to negotiations.

Serbian President Boris Tadic talked with representatives of the legal team representing Serbia before the ICJ. Tadic reiterated that Kosovo is not a state and that Serbia will never recognize its independence, his Press Office stated. We are resolute in defending our legitimate rights with legal and diplomatic means, rather than force, said Tadic. 

Cvetkovic: Serbian Government will never recognize acts of Kosovo institutions (RTS)

Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic stated that the government insists that the Kosovo issue be resolved in accordance with international law and that it will never recognize illegal acts of the interim leadership of Kosovo Albanians or their intentions to create, as he said, “a virtual state
on the Serbian territory.” Resolution of problems in Kosovo requires unity and solidarity of all political and economic potentials of Serbia, Cvetkovic pointed out speaking of the anniversary of unilaterally proclaimed Kosovo independence. As the government stated, the Premier said that relations between Serbs and Albanians must be improved through a dialogue, in accordance with the Serbian Constitution and in the interest of long-term peace and better life of citizens in the southern province. Cvetkovic called upon Kosovo citizens to refrain from violence, to avoid provocations of extremists and turn to creation of better future. The government succeeded in having the issue of illegal proclamation of Kosovo independence before the ICJ and it is preventing recognition of this illegal creation through a serious diplomatic action, Cvetkovic reminded adding that the government invests significant funds in the economic development of Kosovo in order to enable sustainable development, promotion of economy, new jobs and survival of Serbs and other non-Albanians in the southern province.

Declaration against the Independence (RTS) 
The deputies of the Assembly of the Kosovo Municipalities adopted a declaration reaffirming the constitutional status of Kosovo as part of Serbia and rejecting any act on the Province’s independence. Members of the Serbian Parliament and the Minister for Kosovo, Goran Bogdanovic also attended the meeting in Zvecan. Bogdanovic told the RTS that “already at the beginning of March, the Serbian Government will adopt a strategy on sustainable return and living of the Serbs in Kosovo”. 

The deputies of the Assembly of the Kosovo Municipalities at a session held in Zvecan unanimously adopted the declaration on confirmation of the constitutional status of Kosovo in the Republic of Serbia and on the rejection of any unilateral and separatist act by the interim institutions in Pristina regarding the independence of Kosovo. 

The Autonomous Province of Kosovo is part of the integral and indivisible territory of the sovereign state of Serbia, as per the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia and in line with the UN Security Council resolution 1244, as per the UN Charter, the Helsinki Final Act and other general binding legal acts, reads the declaration. 

The Assembly of the Municipalities of Kosovo dismisses as non-existent and legally invalid any act and activity declaring unilaterally the independence of the quasi state of Kosovo and forming the institutions thereof. 

The Assembly does not recognize and rejects any decision by the interim institutions of the local government in Kosovo on the formation of the Kosovo Security Force given that this decision is against the Constitution of Serbia and the Security Council resolution 1244. 

The Serbian Government is requested to initiate proceedings before the International Court of Justice against the states which have recognized Kosovo thus violating the binding provisions of the international law. 

The Serbian Government is urged to request that a session of the Security Council should be held urgently, in which the decision on the deployment of EULEX in Kosovo should be annulled given that the Mission, contrary to the UNSC decision, is implementing the plan of Martti Ahtisaari, which has not been approved by the UN Security Council. 

The Serbian Government is demanded that its communication on any issue in Kosovo should be solely with UNMIK and KFOR as the only legitimate UN missions in the Province. 

The declaration in Zvecan was approved by the deputies of the Assembly of the Municipalities in Kosovo in the presence of MPs from the majority of the parliamentary groups in the Serbian Parliament. 

Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic said that the declaration from Zvecan sends a very important message to the Serbs in Kosovo, to the international community and to the Albanians that Serbia and the Serbs in Kosovo do not want to give up a part of their territory. 


Bogdanovic: Problematic actions of EULEX (Beta)

Serb Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic stated that based on EULEX actions the Belgrade authorities doubt that the mission works in accordance with the agreement reached with the UN and adopted in the SC. EULEX was deployed peacefully, but what its members did over the past two months gives us right to doubt that they act in accordance with the agreement reached with the UN, Bogdanovic said at the early session n Zvecan. We do not condemn in advance what EULEX does, but our relation with this mission will depend on how it functions in the field in the forthcoming period, said the Serbian Minister. 

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
















